Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  lhal  w;ls  preserved  for  general  ions  on  library  shelves  before  il  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  pari  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

Il  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  thai  was  never  subject 

to  copy  right  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  dillicull  lo  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  lo  a  library  and  linally  lo  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  lo  partner  with  libraries  lo  digili/e  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  lo  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  panics,  including  placing  Icchnical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  n  on -commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  thai  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non -commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  lo  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  lile  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use.  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 

countries.  Whether  a  book  is  slill  in  copyright  varies  from  country  lo  country,  and  we  can'l  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  I  lie  lull  lexl  of  1 1  us  book  on  I  lie  web 
al|_-.:. :.-.-::  /  /  books  .  qooqle  .  com/| 


* 


I 


4.V 


v7 


U\{ 


u 


ol  i 


l  w  c 


'  ff 


ANNALS 

OF  THE 

COINAGE    OF    BRITAIN 

* 

AND   ITS   DEPENDENCIES, 

FROM   THE 

EARLIEST   PERIOD   OF   AUTHENTIC*   HISTORY 

TO   THE   END   OF  THE 

FIFTY-EIGHTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  HIS  PRESENT 

MAJESTY  KING  GEORGE  III. 


X? 


\ 


Printed  bv  Nichols,  Son,  and  Kentley, 
Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street,  London. 


I 


ANNALS 


OF  THE 


COINAGE  OF  BRITAIN 

AND  ITS  DEPENDENCIES 


FROM   /THE 

EARLIEST  PERIOD  OF  AUTHENTICK  HISTORY 

TO   THE   END   OF   THE 

FIFTIETH  YEAR   OF  THE   REIGN  OF  HIS   PRESENT 

MAJESTY  KING  GEORGE  III. 

BY    THE 

REV.  ROGERS  RUDING,  B.  D. 

VICAR.  OF    MALDON    IN    SURREY, 
F.  S.  A.    AND    H.  M.  A.  S.    OF   NEWCASTLE    UPON    TYNE. 


%t  i£  time  to  gibe  off  Coming  if  tije  ftalut  of  &t&nfc&tfc 
&ift>ec  be  le^eneb  bj  it.    locke. 


THE  SECOND  EDITION,   CORRECTED,   ENLARGED,  AND 
CONTINUED  TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  YEAR  1818. 

IN    FIVE    VOLUMES,     AND    A    SEPARATE    VOLUME    OF    PLATES. 


VOL 


.* 


LONDON: 

PRINTED    FOR 

LACKINGTON,  HUGHES,  HARDING,  MAVOR,  AND  JONES, 

FINSBURY     SGLUARE. 

1819. 


v 


4N 


v7 


N'\  I  Or, 


U 


A\ 


[  \\  i.  <' 


J\ 


ANNALS 


OF  THE 


COINAGE    OF    BRITAIN 


AND   ITS   DEPENDENCIES, 


FROM   THE 


EARLIEST   PERIOD   OF   AUTHENTIC^   HISTORY 


TO   THE    END    OF  THE 


FIFTY-EIGHTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  HIS  PRESENT 

MAJESTY  KING  GEORGE  III. 


'  /: 


ANNALS 


OF  THE 


COINAGE    OF    BRITAIN 


AND   ITS   DEPENDENCIES, 


FROM   THE 


EARLIEST  PERIOD   OF   AUTHEKTICK  HISTORY 


TO   THE   END   OF  THE 


FIFTY-EIGHTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  HIS  PRESENT 

MAJESTY  KING  GEORGE  III. 


6  ANNALS   OF   THE    COINAGE. 

For  this  act  of  rigorous  justice  Henry  is  praised 
in  the  highest  terms  by  historians  and  chroniclers, 
who  agree  in  representing  it  as  a  singular  instance 
of  uprightness  ■. 

v  Immediately  afterwards,  the  Money  was  changed; 
the  consequence  of  which,  if  some  chroniclers  may 
be  believed,  was  such  a  dearness  of  provisions,  as 
amounted  to  an  actual  famine1. 

Another  Chronicler,  however,  imputes  this  fa- 
mine to  more  probable  causes,  namely,  to  the  storms 
and  excessive  rains  which  continued  through  the 
whole  summer  of  the  ytear  1125,  with  scarcely  the 
exception  of  a  single  day  u. 

In  this  year  King  Henry  founded  an  Abbey  at 
Reading,  in  Berkshire,  and  gave  to  it,  amongst 
other  privileges,  a  Mint  and  one  Moneyerw. 

The  English  Goldsmiths  seem  to  have  been  at 
this  time  eminent  for  excellence  of  workmanship, 
and  were  sometimes  invited  to  practise  their  art  in 

*  The  Author  of  the  Annals  of  Waverly  coolly  says  it  is  worth 
your  while  to  hear  .how  severe  King  Henry  of  England  was 
against  offenders.  [Annal.  Waver,  sub  an.  1125.]  Gul.  Gemme- 
ticensis  begins  his  panegyrick  with  saying,  that  the  action 
shewed  the  severity  of  his  justice  against  the  wicked,  and  bis 
contempt  of  gain  in  comparison  of  uprightness.  He  then  ex- 
claims, "  O  virum  defensorem  justitiae,  &  imquitatis  acerrimum 
punitorem !  O  si  vellet  redemptionem  accipere  pro  tot  hominum 
impiorum  membris,  quanta  millia  talentorum  posset  inde  lucrari! 
Sed,  ut  diximus,  sprevit  pecuniam  amore  justitiae."  [Du  Chesne, 
Scrip.  Norman,  p.  303.]  ,  ■  % 

t  See  the  Continuation  of  Florence  of  Worcester,  sub  anno 
1125. 

u  Annates  de  Margan,  sub  anno  1125. 

w  Monasticon  Anglic,  vol.  I.  p.  417-  See  the  Account  of 
Reading  Mint. 
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foreign  courts.  Anketil,  who  was  afterwards  a 
Monk  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  A 1  ban's,  and  made  the 
shrine  there,  resided  during,  seven  years  in  Den- 
mark, by  the  command  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Monarch.  Whilst  he  continued  there,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  variety  of  Goldsmith's  work,  and  was 
appointed  the  Keeper  of  his  Mint,  and  Chief 
Mpneyer  x. 

.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  the  fol- 
lowing Writ  was  issued : 

No  date,  but  placed  between  1 132 — 1 135.  Sciatis 
quod  volo  &  precipio  ut  omnes  burgenses  &  omnes 
illi  qui  in  burgis  morantur,  tarn  Franci  quam  Angli, 
jurent  tenere  &  servare  monetam  meam  in  Anglia, 
ut  non  consentiant  falsitatem  monete  mee. 

Et  si  quis  cum  falso  denario  inventus  fuerit,  si 
warant  inde  revocaverit,  ad  eum  ducatur;  et  si  ilium 
inde  comprobare  poterit,  fiat  justicia  mea  de  ipso 
warant'.  Si  vero  non  poterit  probare  de  ipso  falso- 
nario,  fiat  justicia  mea.  Scil*.  de  dextro  pugno  & 
testiculis.  Si  autem  nullum  warant*  inde  revoca- 
verit, portet  inde  judicium,  se  nescire  nominare  vel 
cognoscere  aliquem  a  quo  acceperit. 

Preterea  defendo  ne  aliquis  monetarius  denarios 
mutet,  nisi  in  comitatu  suo,  &  hoc  coram  duobus 
legitimis  testibus  de  ipso  comitatu.  Et  si  in  alio 
_  comitatu  mutando  denarius  captus  fuerit,  sic  captus 
sit,  ut  falsonarius.  Et  nullus  sit  ausus  cambire  de- 
narios, nisi  monetarius.  Apud  West,  in  Nat.  Do- 
mini.   Lib.  Rub.  Scacc.  Westm.  163  d.v 

*  Mat.  Paris,  p.  1010. 

y  Rymer*s  Foedera,  edit.  1816,  vol.  I.  p.  12.  This  is  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  writ  already  mentioned  in  page  5. 
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The  type6  of  his  Coins  are  as  various  as  those  of 
any  Monarch  in  the  English  series* 

The  name  and  title  of  Henry  I.  are  variously 
^written  upon  the  Obverse  of  his  Money.  On  some 
pieces  h.  r.  only  are  found;  on  others,  henricvs; 
on  others,  his  name  and  title ;  and  on  others,  his 
name  and  title  as  King  of  the  English  z.  The  Re- 
verses bear  the  name  of  the  Mint  and  Moneyer, 
which  in  some  instances  are  placed  within  two  con- 
centric circles*.  One  Penny  has  pax  across  the 
centre  of  the  Reverse,  which  probably  alludes  to  the 
Peace  which  was  concluded  between  him  and  his 
brother  Robert  A.  D.  1101,  according  to  the  Saxon 
Chronicle  b. 

The  following  names  of  his  Mints  have  been 
collected : 

ATLE'     ,  CANTER-    }  Canterbury. 

»atha./  cbs.      }Che8ter 

BEOEF.      I  „    ,„      ,  CESTE 


BEDEFO 


\        '  CES'      \  Chester. 

•      liuif     A  CESTE.  J 

0.  J  Bedford.  cices.    Chichester. 


BISES'    .  COLE^     jColchester. 

BRIST.     1  r»   •   .    i  COLECES.  J 

BRISTO.  ]  anSt0i-  EBO.      York. 

ca.        ^  gipe.     Ipswich. 


1 


can        >  Canterbury,  gloce.     Gloucester. 

CANT.    J  HADEW. 

2  His  title  on  his  Great  Seal  is  (with  the  exception  of  the 
name)  precisely  the  same,  on  both  sides,  as  that  of  William  II. 
[Sandfbrd  and  Speed.] 

a  Supplement,  Part  II.  Plate  I.  No.  3. 

b  Supplement,  Plate  I.  No.  7.  As  it  is  without  a  sceptre, 
Leake  thinks  it  may  be  of  Hen.  II.  coined  in  the  life  of  Stephen, 
after  he  had  forced  him  to  an  agreement,  and  secured  the  rever- 
sion of  the  Crown,  p.  47. 
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ham.     Southampton. 
hasti.     Hastings. 
here.     Hereford. 

LE. 

LEI*    I  Leicester. 

LEIC.  J 

lew.     Lewes. 

LICOLEN.  "J 
LIN,  I 

linc.         }  Lincoln. 

LINCO. 

LINDCOE.  _ 

LON.  ~ 

LVN. 

LVND. 

LVNDE. 

LVNDEE. 

LVNDENE. 

LVNDN. 

LVNDO. 

LVNDON. 

LVNDONK 

ne.     Newark. 

NOR. 

norh  a  .     Northampton . 
norwic.     Norwich. 
oxne.     Oxford. 
Reading. 


►  London. 


RIC. 

His  Moneyers  were : 

AHEMVAL.  ALFWINE. 

ALARIC.  ALGAR. 

ALfeN.  ALfclCVS. 

ALFW.  ARCIL. 


m     "   >  Rochester. 

RVFA.  J 

rVMi.     Rumney. 

s. 

sedm.  St.Edmundsbury, 

serbi.     Salisbury. 

snotn.     Nottingham. 

'  -.    >  Stamford. 

STANFOR.  J 

STEN. 

sv. 

8VD.     Sudbury. 

SVT.  ~) 

>  South  war  k. 
SVT  we.      j 

SVTWVR.  J 

tamewv.     Tarn  worth. 

TET.        ^J 

thtf.    >Thetford. 

THTFR.J 

wara.     Wareham. 

WELLIGL.  \WM 
WELLIGLI.   >    n      i     e 
WELLING.  J       0F    * 
WIN.  ^ 

winc.  I  Wmches- 

wince.        j    ter. 

WINCESTR.  J 
WINTRSIR. 

wirecest.    Worcester. 

BADtWfik. 
BARLTAT. 
BRIETHRIC  c. 
CHlTfcL. 


c  He  and  Godwitte  were  Monevers  at  Oxford.    Monast.  Aug. 
vol.  II,  p.  137. 
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CINRI. 

LEFWINE. 

SIGAR. 

COL. 

LIFVNE. 

SIGHAR. 

CRISTRET. 

MORV6. 

SralENE. 

DERLINC. 

NEGELVS. 

SMIERNE. 

DVNINC. 

OC. 

'    SMIORNE. 

EDMVND. 

ORDGAR. 

SPRACHELING  f. 

ELFWINE. 

ORDGVR. 

TVCRED. 

ENGELMAN. 

ORIM. 

WALFDORD. 

Qa.  the  last  S  letters 

•OSBR, 

WALFOHD. 

ETVRI. 

OSVLF. 

WINEDI. 

FVCRED. 

OSWARD*. 

WINTERLED. 

GERAVD. 

PAIEN. 

WJNTVRED. 

GLEDWINEd. 

RAVF. 

WITT. 

GODRIC. 

RAP. 

.  WVLETHORD. 

GODWINE. 

RICARD. 

WVLFINE. 

GOEFREI. 

RICHARD. 

WYLFRED. 

GOL. 

ROBERT. 

WVLFRIC. 

GREGOR. 

ROLLAND. 

WVLFRINE. 

> 

HENF 

RVNCEBI. 

WVLFWIN. 

HERMER. 

fSAIN. 

WVLFWINE. 

IELFWINE. 

SAM. 

WVLFWORD. 

IORDAN. 

SEWINE. 

WVLGAR. 

j 

LEFWARD. 

< 

0 

• 

i 

STEPHEN. 


On  the  demise  of  Henry,  A.  D.  1135,  the  male 
line  of  the  Normans  being  extinct,  Stephen  Earl  of 
Bologne  and  Montaign,  third  son  of  Stephen  Earl 
of  Blois,  by  Alice  fourth  daughter  of  the  Conqueror, 

d  He  and  Robert  were  Moneyers  in  Rochester.  Mr.  North's 
MS  note  to  Folkes's  Tables. 

c  Moneyer  in  Southwark.    North's  MS  note. 

f  Spracheling  and  Algar,  Moneyers  in  London.  North's 
MS  note. 
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usurped  the  Government  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
Cousin  Maude,  the  only  surviving  child  of  Henry  ; 
and  justified  his  usurpation  by  the  plea  that  no  fe- 
male had  ever  sat  on  the  throne  of  England  £.  His 
reign  was,  in  consequence,  perpetually  disturbed  by 
her  claims,  and  his  power  so  much  weakened,  that 
in  1 147  the  laws  were  in  so  impotent  a  state,  that 
every  man  did  whatsoever  pleased  him.  The  neces- 
sities of  Stephen .  had,  before  this  period,  induced 
him,  as  it  was  reported,  to  diminish  the  weight 
which  the  Penny  bore  in  the  reign  of  his  predeces- 
sor, whose  .immense  treasures  he  had  quickly  dissi- 
pated for  the  maintenance  of  his  armies h.  This, 
together  with  other  proofs  of  weakness,  had  so 
reduced  his  authority,  that  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom was  harassed  by  the  lords  of  castles,  who  were 
tyrants  in  their  respective  districts,  where  they 
assumed  the  state  and  privileges  of  kings.  Each 
castle  had  its  Mint1,  from  whence  issued  so  much 
light  and  debased  Money,  that  in  ten  or  more  shil- 
lings the  value  of  twelve  pence  could  scarcely  be 
found k.     It  has  been  asserted,  but  I  believe  with- 


£  Sandford,  p.  38. 

fa  Will,  of  Malmsbury,  p.  185SyThe  same  author  says,  that 
Henry  left  in  his  treasury,  at  the-  time  of  his  death,  nearly 
sS  100,000;  the  "denarii  of  which  sum  were  exquisitissirai ;"  and 
there  was  besides  great  wealth,  consisting  of  vases  of  the  precious 
metals,  &c.    P.  179. 

1  Will,  of  Newburgh,  lib.  I.  cap.  29.  Bromton,  col.  1036. 
Hemingford,  p.  487.  Trivet  says,  "erantque  in  Anglia  tot 
quodammodo  Reges,  vel  potius  tyranni,  quot  castellorum  domini, 
habenteS'Singuli  percussuram  proprii  numismatis,  &  potestatem 
dicendi  subditis  Regio  more  jura."     Annates,  sub  anno  1148. 

k  Will,  of  Malmsbury,  p.  185. 
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out  sufficient  authority,  that  these  castles  were 
erected  by  special  license  from  the  king,  in  order  to 
be  a  defence  against  the  Empress  Maud,  whose 
coming  he  dreaded  K 

In  1149,  her  son  Henry  Duke  of  Normandy 
iftvaded  England  with  a  large  army,  to  which  many 
castles  and  places  of  strength  were  yielded.  He 
then  struck  a  new  Coin,  which  obtained  the  name 
of  the  Duke's  Money11*;  and  not  only  he  coined, 
but  also  all  the  men  in  power,  whether  Bishops, 
Earls,  or  Barons,  made  their  own  Money.  But 
when  the  Duke  himself  came,  he  put  down  the 
Coins  of  the  greater  part  of  them  n. 

1150.  In  the  following  year,  Stephen,  when  at 
York,  exacted  from  his  nobles  sums  of  money  pror 
portioned  to  their  rank  and  fortunes.  The  people 
were  at  this  time  extravagantly  expensive,  for  every 
one  at  his  pleasure  debased  the  Coins  both  in  their 
value  and  in  their  impression0. 

1 152,  Two  years  after  this,  the  King  attempted 
to  secure  the  throne  to  his  family,  by  proposing  to 
cr6wn  his  son  Eustace,  and  to  supersede  Henry. 

1  Fabian's  Chronicle,  vol.  I.  p.  333.  Polychronicon,  folio  383. 

m  Mr.  North  says :  "  On  this  Coin  perhaps  is  Dux  instead  of 
Rex."  MS  note  to  Folkes's  Table.  No  such  Coin,  however, 
has  yet  been  discovered. 

»*  Hoveden,  p.  490.  This  is  so  obscurely  expressed  by  Hove- 
den, that  it  is  difficult  to  discover  whether  he  Intends  the  Puke's 
coming  in  1149,  or  his  second  coming  in  1153,  when  a  treaty 
was  concluded  between  him  and  Stephen ; '  or  indeed  whether 
the  expression  may  not  with  greater  propriety  be  referred  to  the 
following  year,  when  he  came  to  England  to  claim  the  sove- 
reignty. 

o  Sim.  Dunelm.  Continuatio,  col.  27S. 


STEPHEN. 


15 


But  hit  design  was  frustrated  by  the  refusal  of  Theod- 
bald,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  forbidden 
by  the  Pope  to  crown  the  son  of  a  king  who  had 
usurped  the  throne  in  violation  of  the  solemn  oath 
which  he  had  sworn  to  Maude  P.  This  attempt, 
however j  to  disinherit  Henry,  and  to  cut  him  off 
from  the  succession  to  the  crown,  brought  him  im- 
mediately to  England,  in  order  to  take  effectual 
measures  for  making  himself  master  of  the  kingdom. 
After  a  contest  of  some  months9  continuance,  the 
distressed  condition  of  Stephen's  affairs  induced 
him  to  listen  to  terms  of  accommodation,  and  a 
treaty  was  concluded  at  Wallingford  in  1153*. 
This  Convention  provided  for  the  succession  of 
Henry  upon  the  death  of  Stephen,  and  for  the 
destruction  of  all  the  castles  which,  during  this 
reign,  had  been  illegally  erected.  They  amounted 
in  number  to  eleven  hundred  and  fifteen.  The  king 
also  declared  that  the  current  Money  should  be 
made  of  Silver,  and  should  be  one  and  the  same 
throughout  the  kingdom r. 

This  latter  clause  confirms  the  accounts  before 
given  of  the  wretched  state  to  which  the  Coin  was 
reduced  by  the  necessities  of  the  king,  and  by  the 

P  Chron.  Gerv.  Doroborn.  coi,  1371. 

q  On  this  occasion  is  supposed  to  have  been  struck  that 
remarkable  Coin,  which  bears  on  its  Obverse  two  rude  whole- 
length  figures,  representing,  as  it  is  conjectured,  Stephen  and 
Henry.  It  may  have  been  intended  to  commemorate  this  event 
by  those  figures;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  legend  to  authorize 
the  supposition,  as  it,  like  the  greater  part  of  Stephen's  Coins, 
reads  only  stiefnb  a.  without  pak,  or  any  other  allusion  to 
peace,  or  to  the  name  of  Henry,  the  other  party  in  the  treaty. 

'  Mat.  Paris,  p.  72. 
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powers  which  his  subjects  had  usurped.  Historians 
do  not  inform  us  whether  the  money  was  restored 
to  purity,  in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  this 
article ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  suspect  that  it 
was  not,  because  Stephen  never  carried  into  execu- 
tion the  preceding  article,  which  required  the  demo- 
lition of  the  castles  where  the  Mints  were  situated, 
,  from  whence  a  great  part  of  the  adulterated 
Money  had  issued8.  It  is  probable  that  the. power 
of  Stephen  was  inadequate  to  the  performance  of 
these  covenants,  for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he 
willingly  suffered  the  continuance  of  such  usurpa- 
tions. The  castles  were  destroyed  by  Henry  II.  im-  . 
mediately  on  his  accession  to  the  throne*.  None  of 
the  Coins  which  were  thus  struck  by  the  Barons,  in 
defiance  of  the  King's  authority,  have  yet  been  dis- 
covered, unless  that  very  singular  Penny  minted  at 
Derby,  with  the  arms  of  Edward  the  Confessor  on 
the  Reverse,  can  be  admitted  as  one  of  that  descrip- 
tion u.  That  it  is  not,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from 
its  being  of  Standard  Silver,  and  of  full  weight,  cir-    „ 

«  Will,  of  Newburgh  says  that,  after  this  treaty,  "  Rex  Ste- 
phanus  fastu  regio,  fineis  Angliae  lustrans,  et  se  tanquam  Regem 
novum  ostentans,  suscipiebatur  ab  omnibus  &  decenti  magnifi- 
centia  colebatur ;  &  incendebantur  ante  faciem  ejus,  &.  quodam- 
modo  liquifiebant  sicut  cera  a  facie  ignis,  munitiones  adulters, 
qua  erant  improborum  receptacula,  &  spelunca  latronum." 
[Lib.  f.  cap.  xxxii.] 

c  Notwithstanding  the  former  extract  from  W.  de  Newburgh, 
he  himself  speaks  of  Henry  II.  as  the  destroyer  of  these  castles, 
in  lib.  II.  cap.  1.  as  does  also  Walsingham  in  Ypodigma  Neu- 
striae,  p.  446,  who  gives  1115  as  the  number  actually  destroyed. 

»  See  Supplement,  Part  II.  Plate  II.  No.  15,  and  also  No. 
21,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  Baronial  Coin.  The  latter  of 
these  I  believe  to  be  a  Danish  Coin. 
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cumstances  which  by  nd  means  agree  witii  the  ac- 
counts which  are  given  of  the  Baronial  Coins.  But 
although  we  have  none  of  the  Coins  which  were 
struck  by  the  usurping  Barons,  yet  some  tire  cer- 
tainly known  which  were  minted  by  Nobles  related 
to  Stephen*  Such  are  the  Pennies  with  the  name 
of  his  son  Eustace,  which  have  on  the  Reverse 
either  the  name  of  the  City  of  York,  or  else  are 
marked  with  unmeaning  ornaments  instead  of  a 
legend,  in  a  manner  which  exactly  resembles  some 
of  the  Coins  of  Stephen. 

Such  likewise  is  the  Penny  of  Henry  Bishop  of 
Wirichester,the  King's  Brother. 

And  such  is  that  with  the  .name  of  Robert,  the 
base  Cousin  of  Stephen  x. 

These  Coins,  it  is  probable,  do  not  come  within 
the  meaning  of  the  historians,  when  they  speak  of 
money  which  was  struck  in  open  defiance  of  the 
King's  authority ;  for  it  may  with  great  appearance 
of  likelihood  be  presumed  that  persons  so  nearly  re- 
lated to  him  did  not  usurp  the  privilege  of  coining^ 
but  enjoyed  it  by  a  particular  grant ;  especially  as 
Stephen  is  known  to  have  conveyed  such  power  by 
Charter  to  others,  in  no  way  connected  with  him  by 
bloods 

His  Coins  are  almost  invariably  ill  struck,  which 
gives  the  workmanship  an  appearance  more,  rude 
than  it  will  be  found  upon  closer  examination  to 
be.  The  Derby  Penny  above  mentioned  is,  how- 
ever, a  very  remarkable  exception,  for  it  is  perfect 

*  But  see  the  account  of  these  Coins  at  the  end  of  this  reign. 
-  y  To  the  Bishop  of  Coventry  and  his  successor,  for  instance. 
See  History  of  Lichfield  Mint. 
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in  alt  parts,  but  the  execution  is  .mott  barbarously 
uncouth.       *  ;,   .       i    ■    i   . 

.  Although -hip  Coins  are  scarce,  yet. a  considerable 
variety  of  types  is  to  be  found.  His  name  on  the 
Obverse  is  commpnly  ill-spelled,  and  occurs  fre- 
quently without  his  title.  When  that  appears,  it  is 
simply  Rex*  without,  jany  addition.  On  the  Derby 
Penny  his  name  is  given  with  a  Latin  termination; 
stephanvs  hex*  and  is  the  only  instance  wherein. 
ph  are  used  upon  the  King's  Coins,  the  name  being 
in  all  other  cases  written  with  an  f.  On  the  Penny 
of  Henry  Bishop  of  Winchester  the  name  .is  also 
stephanvs  *. 

The  Reverses  bear  jn  general  the  Mint  $nd  Mo- 
neyer,  but  it  is  peculiar  to  Coins  of  this  reign  to 
exhibit  Reverses  without  any  legend,  the  outer  circle 
being  charged  with  unmeaning  ornaments  *• 

He  had  Mints  at  the  followipg  places : 
ca.  everw,    York. 

2£. } Canterbury..  ^  } Exeter. 

card.     Cardiff.  gip.     Ipswich. 

cice.     Chichester.  glovc.    Gloucester. 

CO.  GOVE. 

derbt.     Derby. .  hantvne.  Southampton* 

et.  .  heden.     Hedingham*   a 

2  The  inscription  on  his  Great  Seal  does  not  vary  from  that 
of  h is  predecessor.     [Sandford  and  Speed .] 

*  I  have  not  been  able  to  detect  any  practice  exactly  similar 
to  this  on  the  Money  of  contemporary,  monarch**  .  Le  Blanc  has 
given  a  Coin  of  Philip  d' Alsace,  Earl  of  Flanders,  and  others  of. 
Philippe  le  Long  and  Charles  Je  Bel,  Kings  of  France  (all  at 
periods  subsequent  to  the  reign  of  Stephen),  with .  ornamented 
miter  eireles  on  the  Reverse,  but  they  have  all  an  inner  circle 
which  bearS  a  legend.  { 
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HEDVA.  '  Hedrngham  ? 
here.    Hereford, 

h*p.    Cheaper*  ^      _ 
leir$,    Leicester. 
lewes  /    Lewes, 
ufcco.*  Lincoln.  ' 

LV.*      '* 
IiVNv 
LVND.  - 
LVNDE, 

NI  - r  -         .  •  i       •    . 

NOR.  "1 

norvi.  i >*Nbrwich, 

NORW1C.  J 

ox.    Oxfortl! 


-•*    < 


London, 


Rt singes.  Castle  Rising. 
saNdw.    Sandwich. 
;  .    i         f  St.  Edmunds- 

SE?MVi  bu^r. 
s^ot.     Nottingham..  b 
stan.    Stamford* 
sV. 

svb.    Sadbury.     ' 
*'"  ■  ■«     Southwark  *. 
tete.    Thetford. 
w*a*~    Woreester c. 

WILT, 

WILTV« 

WILTVN.J 

™  \winches- 


•  V 

v.     >  Wilton. 


!■■■  ■■    netting. 

WISINCEST.  J 

His  Moneyers  were ; 

• 

AEL. 

FERRIS. 

5WEIN. 

AELEm. 

GERARD. 

\ 

gWTIDETS. 

AELMAR. 

Q  -  -  -  FREI. 

THOBI. 

ALFRIC. 

HERMER. 

THOM. 

ALFWINE. 

IVBEftT. 

TOMAS. 

ALL.Qu.AEL?flbove. 

1    LJfaf  IvJLl. 

TOVI. 

ALLEm. 

LVNd. 

WHICHELINVS. 

BONIFACE.        '' 

0SFREI. 

WILL^M. 

BOV- - - 

PAEN  •. 

WLLfCM. 

DACVN. 

ROBERD. 

WLPO. 

EDRICVS. 

RODEKT. 

WLPOLE. 

ERICVS. 

SIWARD. 

WLR. 

X 


h  History  of  Surrey,  vol.  III.  p.  clviii. 

«  More  probably  Wareham. 

d  This  name  is  on  a  Penny  struck  at  Risinges.  I  copied  it 
from  Mr.  Southgate's  Collection. 

*  Snelling  reads  this  name  wabv/  as  if  it  were  written  with 
with  the  Saxon  w. 

C  2 
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.  Besides  these  Coins,  which  .issued  from  .the  Royal 
Mints  in  this  reign,  others  are  known  which,  as  had 
been  before  observed,  were  probably  struck  by  vir- 
tue of  a  license  from  the  Crown. 

One  Penny  of  this  kind  has  on  the  Obverse  an 
armed  man,  with  a  large  sword  in  his  hand,  and  this 
legend,  svstaCiVs,  and  on  the  Reverse,  eboraci 
edotsf.  This  is  ascribed  to  Eustace,  the  son  of 
Stephen,  and  was  probably  struck  during  his  resi- 
dence at  York  as  governor.  The  letters  which  fol- 
low the  name  of  the  city  I  am  unable  to  explain, 
unless  they  are  the  blundered  name  of  the  Moneyer, 
which  seems  probable  from  the  resemblance  which 
they  bear  to  swtidets,  the  name  of  one  of  his  fa- 
ther's Moneyers.  , 

Another  Coin  of  the  same  type,  in  Lord  Pem- 
broke's Collection,  differs  from  this  in  reading  on 
the  Reverse  omhsfil  svl  - ;  which  also  may  possibly 
be  the  M oneyer's  name  &.  On  a  third  Coin,  which 
bears  the  impression  of  a  Lion  on  the  Obverse,  his 
name  is  written  eistaohivs,  and  the  Reverse  is 
charged  with  the  same  kind  of  devices,  within  the 
outer  circle,  as  are  to  be  found  upon  ;ome  of  his 
father's  Pennies b.  He  is  also  supposed  to  have 
struck  Money  at  Boulogne,  It  has  his  name  on  *hfc 
Obverse,  and  on  the  Reverse  vrbs  bononie;  But 
it  is  .  by  no  means  certain  that  this  Coin  is  cor- 
rectly appropriated,   for  there  were  several   Earls 

f  See  English  Coins,  Plate  II.  No.  1. 

S  Ducarel's  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,     p.  4,  and  Plate  IV.  No. 
54. 

.  >  English  Silver  Coins,  PJate  I.  No.  19. 
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of  Boulogne  of    that  name,  in  the    tenth    cen- 
tury K 

There  is  likewise  a  Penny,  which  is  supposed  to 
have  been  struck  by  Henry  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
the  brother  of  the  King.  This  Coin  is  unique  in 
Lord  Pembroke's  Cabinet,  and  is  now  only  known 
by  its  representation  amongst  the  engravings  of  that 
Collection,  or  by  that  which  is  given  in  this  work. 
It  has  on  the  Obverse  a  profile  head  .crowned,  with  a 
crosier  before  it,  and  this  legend,  hshbicvs  epc.  ; 
the  Reverse  reads  stjEphanvs  rex  K  The  head  on 
this  Coin  so  exactly  resembles  that  on  one  of  Ste- 
phens Pennies,  as  to  warrant  a  suspicion  that  it 
bears  the  portrait  of  the  King,  and  not  that  of  the 
Bishop.  The  crosier  too  is  probably  nothing  more 
than  an  ill-struck  sceptre,  whose  imperfection  has 
been  overlooked,  because  it  was  hastily  concluded 
that  the  sacred  staff  agreed  better  than  the  ensign, of 
sovereignty  with  the  letters  epc.  Mr*  Wise  pror 
nouneed  this  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  Stephen's 
Pennies  m;  and  Snellipg  pleaded  for,  its  admittance 
amongst  the  Coins  of  that  Monarch*  and  thought  it 
was  before  excluded  on  account  of  its  blundered  in- 
scription11. From  the  circumstance  of  the  King's 
name  and  title  appearing  on  the  Reverse,  and  the 
position  of  the  letters  hen  •  vs  epc  on  the  Obverse 
(for  the  letters  Rie  are  marked  in  the  engraving  as  if 
they  were  not  distinctly  to  be  read  upoii  the  Coin, 

k  DucareTs  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,  page  4,  note  *, 
1  English  Silver  Coins,  Plate  I.  No.  21. 
m  Nummorum  antiq.  scriniis  Bodleianis  recondit.  Cat.  p.  23?. 
»  View  of  the  Silver  Coinage,  p.  6.    See  the  explanation  of 
our  Plates. 
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and  therefore  I  put  them  out  of  the  question) ;  from 
those  circumstances,  I  say,  it  appears  probable  that 
the  Coin,  if  accurately  drawn,  Vas  actually  struck 
by  the  Bishop,  bat  under  the  King  s  authority  and 
permission,  and  on  the  express  condition  that  the 
effigy  and  name  of  the  sovereign  should  be  im- 
pressed upon  it.  Ecclesiastical  Coins,  which  bear 
in  this  manner  the  name  of  the  Monarch  and  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  may  be  sden  on  Plate 
XII.  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  series.  If  they  had  been 
stamped  with  the  King's  portrait,  they  would  have 
been  exactly  similar  to  this  Penny. 

There  is  still  another  Coin  which  issued  from  a 
private  Mint  in  this  reign,  but  under  circumstances 
which  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  decide  by 
what  kind  of  authority  it  was  struck. 

The  Obverse  is  impressed  with  the  figure  of  a  man 
on  horseback,  with  a  large  sword  in  his  hand,  And 
with  this  inscription,  rodbertesestv.  The  Re- 
verse is  precisely  similar  to  those  Coins  of  Stephen, 
Eustace,  and  Stephen  and  Henry,  which  have  no. le- 
gend, but  in  its  place  a  border  of  ornamental  figures0. 
From  its  resemblance  to  these,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
appropriating  it  to  Robert  Mellent  Earl  of  Gloucester, 
the  base  son  of  King  Henry  I.  The  difficulty  which 
remains  is,  to  determine  whether  it  were  struck  in 
defiance,  or  under  the  sanction,  of  the  authority  of 
Stephen.  I  am  inclined  to  adopt  the  latter  opi- 
nion, because*  although  there  is  but  one  short  period 
during  which  he  could  be  truly  paid  to  be  at  peace 
with  Stephen,  that  is,  when  he  swore  fealty  to  him 

°  English  Silver  Coins,  Plate  I.  No.  20,  where  the  legend  is 
incorrectly  given. 
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soon  after  his  accession,  yet  I  think  it  more  proba- 
ble that  this  Coin  was  struck7  during  that  interval, 
than  at  any  subsequent  time  whilst  he  bore  arms 
against  him ;  for  as  he  then  fought  to  /establish 
Maud  upon  the  throne,  he  surely  woul4  ^have 
coined  in  her  name* 

To  the  letters  which  follow  his  name  in  the  legend 
I  am  unable  to  affix  any  meaning  whatever. 
*    Stephen  died  on  the  25th  of  October,  in  the  year 
1154. 
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1154".  Soon  after  his  death,  Henry  the  lawful 
heir  of  the  kingdom  asserted  that  right  which  in 
the  preceding  year  he  had  been  induced  to  wave, 
from  the  consideration  of  the  evils  which  his  pur- 
suing it  at  that  time  must  bring  upon  his  people. 
He  took  possession  of  his  Crown  in  the  month  of 
December  following ;  and,  immediately  after  his  co- 
ronation, consulted  with  his  Nobles  concerning  the 
measures'  proper  to  be  adopted  for  repressing  those 
disorders  which  had  risen  to  so  alarming  an  height 
during  the  Usurpation  of  Stephen,  For  this 'pur- 
pose he  resumed  the  Grants  which  that  monarch  had 
lavishly  and  improvidently  bestowed  (on  the  ground 
that  Grants  made  by  an  Usurper  ought  not  to  be  re- 
tained, to  the  prejudice  of  the  lawful  Sovereign  P), 

P  Will,  of  Newburgh,  lib.  II.  cap*  2,  As  this  resumption  was 
general,  it  doubtless  extended  to  the  Mints  which  had  been 
granted  by  Stephen  j  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  was  so 
general  as  to  comprehend  the  grants  of  former  times,  as  Mr. 
Pegge  conceives  that  it  did.     [Assemblage,  p.  8<2.] 
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and  destroyed  the  castles  which  had  been  illegally 
erected  4.  From  those  dens  of  thieves  issued  the 
greater  part  of  that  base  Coin  which  was  circulated 
in  such  abcmdartce  during  the  late  weak  and  torbu- 
lent  reign,  and  which  btought  incalculable  mischiefs 
upon  the  people. 

At  this  time  the  Money  was  reduced  to  so  wretched 
a  state  by  adulteration  and  other  methods,  that  com- 
merce was  greatly  obstructed,  and  a  new  Coinage 
was  become  absolutely  necessary.  Historians  differ 
as  to  the  time  when  the  new  money  was  issued ; 
some  placing  it  in  115<>r,  others  in  11 58  s,  and  one 
even  so  late  as  in  1159*.  At  the  same  time  the 
Moneyers  were  punished.  According  to  one  histo- 
rian, they  were  mutilated,  and  the  more  wealthy  of 
them  fined  u. 

From*  this  variety  of  dates  I  am  inclined  to  adopt 
the  earliest  for  the  actual  renovation  of  the  Money, 
because  jt  best  agrees  with  the  pressing  importance 
of  the  measure,  and  with  the  acknowledged  activity 

q  William  of  Newburgh,  lib.  II.  cap.  1.  Bromton,  col. 
1043.  Heniingford,  p.  491.  Hoveden,  p.  491.  It  should  seem 
that  a  few  of  these  castles,  which  were  held  by  persons  not 
likely  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  were  spared  from  this  de- 
struction. 

r  Hoveden,  p.  491. 

*  Capitula  Ymaginum  Historiarum.  Rad.  de  Diceto,  Annal. 
Waverlienses.  Chron.  Prioratus  de  Dunstaple.  Caxton  s  Chron. 
printed  by  Julian  Notary  1515,  as  quoted  in  Lewis's.  I4fe.  of 
Caxton,  Preface,  p.  xiii.  Holinshed  says  that,  at  this  time,  he 
abrogated  certain  pieces  called  Basels,  vol.  II.  page  67.  I 
know  not  what  they  were. 

t  English  Chronicle  MS.,  quoted  by  Lewis  as  above,  note  *. 

u  Chron.  Johannis  Abb.  S.  Petri  de  Burgo.    Sparke,  p.  78. 
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with  which  Henry  urged  on  the  correction  of  other 
abuses  x.  But  whenever  it  took  place,  and  to  what- 
ever extent  it  was  'Carried*  it  appears  not  to  have 
beet*  sufficient  to  secure  it  from  adulteration ;  for  in 
about  twenty  years  afterward  [A.  D.  11  So]  it  was 
found  expedient  to  introduce  a  foreign  Artist  into 
the  Mint,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Money. 
Philip  Ay mary,  a  native  of  Tours,  was  commanded 
by  the  King  to  come  into  England**  and  to  under- 
take the  work.  Accordingly,  in  the  Winter,,  at  the 
Feast  of  St  Martin,  the  old  Coins  were  called  in, 
and  new  round  Money  was  issued.  Whether  the 
whole  of  this  Coinage  was  conducted  under  the  in- 
spection of  Aymary  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  for  in- 
stead of  attending,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  to  the 
increase  of  the  revenue,  and  to  the  restraining  the 
arts  of  Counterfeiters,  he  was  heavily  suspected  of 
conniving  at  the  frauds  of  the  Moneyers,  and  having 
narrowly  escaped  punishment  by.  Henry's  lenity,  he 
waa  dismissed  by  him  to  his  own  country  v.  The 
Moneyers  also  were  severely  punished  for  adulterat- 
ing the  Coins.     Besides  other  sufferings  they  were 

*  That  the  above  date  of  1156  is  nearly  the  true  one  is  made 
probable  by  this  circumstance  —  in  the  4th  of  Henry  II.  the 
Sheriff  of  London  accounted  for  xij  lb.  by  tale  pro  commutatione 
Monetae.  [Mag.  Rot.  4  H.  II.  Rot.  1.  a.  Lundonia.  Madox, 
Hist.  Exch.  vol.  1.  p.  276.}  This  must  have  been  in  1157  or 
1158. 

y  Rad.  deDiceto,  coL  611.  Bromton.  Wikes.  Gerv.  Dorob. 
Annal.  de  Waverky,  and  other  Chronicles,  all  mention  Uhia 
Coinage.  Mat.  Paris  fixes  it  in  the  following  year,  1 181,  as  does 
also  Chron.  Ab.  de  Bermondsey  in  Bibl.  Arundel,  quoted  by  Mr, 
North,  MS.  penes  Autor. 
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bound  two  arid  two,  tand  carried?  in  carts  to  the 
King's  Court ». 

The  necessity  for  this  new  Coinage  seems  to  have 
been  generally  admitted ;  but  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  conducted  is  represented 'as  extremely  bur- 
thensome  to  the  people,. and  especially  to  the  poor4. 

Previously  to  this  time,  that  is,  in  his  seventeenth 
year,  he  wap  invited  into  Ireland  hy  Dermod  Mac 
Murrogh,  King  of  Leinster,  ■  when  he  settled  colo- 
nies in  different  parts  of  that  Island,  and,  by  de- 
grees, introduced  therein  the  Laws  and  Customs  of 
England.  It  does:  not,  however,  appear  that  he 
struck  any  Money  there,  though  the  express  asser- 
tions of  Historians,  that  King  John,  his  successor, 
was  the  first  who  coined  Money  in  Irehttd  of  the 
same  standard  with  that  of  England,  septus  to  hint 
that  Coins  had,  before  his  time,  been  struck  of  a 
different  standard  b.  The  standard  of  John's  Coins 
may,  however,  have  been  mentioned  merely  because 
it  was  superior  to  that  of  the  Irish  Mints,  when  un- 
der the  control  of  their  native  Monarchs. 

An  Assize  was  fixed,  probably  after  the  issuing  of 
the  Coinage  above-mentioned,  respecting  the  cur- 
rency of  the  old  Money ;  for  in  1 1 84  the  Sheriff  of 
Devonshire  paid  in  at  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
eight  Shillings  and  nine  Pence  in  blank  Silver,  exa- 
mined, of  the  old  Money,  which  was  forfeited,  to.  the 


*  Hoveden  says  only  "that  they  were  fined  on  account  of  the 
corruption  of  the  old  Money,  p.'  597. 

a  Stow,  p.  149.  Hemingford,  p.  506.  Will,  "of  Newburgh, 
lib.  III.  cap.  5. 

b  Simon,  p.  10. 
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King,  because  Richard  de .  Stokes  bad  exchanged 
it  cpntrary  to  the  Assize c. 

.  By  this  term  I  understand  either  3  certain  rate,  at 
which  the  old  Money  was  to  be  exchanged,  or  a 
fixed  time,  beyond  which  it  was  neither  to  be.  taken 
nor  received.  At  a  subsequent  period,  however,  the 
currency  of  the  old  Coins  was  absolutely  prohibited; 
for  in  the  first  year  of  Richard  I.  Robert  de  Valtiimi 
owed  to  the  King  one  hundred  Marks,  because, 
amongst  other  things,  he  had,  whilst  he  was  Sheriff 
of  Cumberland,  suffered  the  old  Money  to  be  cur- 
rent after,  a  general  prohibition  d. 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  were  two  Coinage?,  at 
least,  in  this  reign. 

,    The  Impropriation  of  the  Coins  usually  given  to  j^_  ^ 
Henry  II. ^s  now  established,  with  so  .neaj  an  ap-^/  jfc£- 
proach  to  Certainty  by  one  of  the  first  Medalists,  in    .  *  .- 
this  Kingdom,  that  I  shall,  without  apology,  lay  his  .J  '     Jj 
arguments  before  my  Readers,  *  •      *~ 

"  The  circumstance  of  so  great  a  number  of  Coins^*****"  ^r* l 
[more  than  5700]  being  discovered  together,  all  o&*+**£  " 


them  having  the  same  type  [full  faced]  though  minted  e*^*~*£ 
in  towns  situated  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other,  j/, 
is  a  proof  that  the  whole  were  struck  by  the  same  King, 
and  that  the  King,  whoever  he  was,  used  only  one  de- 
vice upon  his  Coins.  As  the  Pennies  of  Henry  HI. 
are  sufficiently  known,  it  is  evident  that  these  Coins 
must  belong  either  to  Henry  I.  or  II.    If  we  were  to 

«  Madox,  Hist.  Excheq.  vol.  I.  p.  260.  In  1158  he  issued  an 
ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  Money  in  Normandy,  by 
which  the  Mark  of  Silver  was  raised  to  53  Sols  4  Deniers  Tour- 
nois,  from  40  Sols,  at  which  it  was  valued  jn  1144.    Le  Blanc, 

Monnoyes  de  Prance,  p.  153.  d  Idem.  vol.  II.  p.  385. 

/ 
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assign  the  present  Coins  to  Henry  I.  it  would  follow 
that  all  the  other  Coins  which  have  been  usually 
appropriated  to  that  King,  and  whifch  are  distin- 
guished by  the  diversity  of  their  types,  must  have 
been  struck  by  Henry  II.  which  is  not  at  all  proba- 
ble, Henry  I.  was  much  more  likely  to  have  struck 
Coins  with  different  types  than  Henry  II.  He 
reigned  after  William  II.  and  before  Stephen  5  and 
the  Coins  of  William  II.  and  Stephen,  as  well  as 
those  of  William  the  Conqueror,  are  remarkable  fp* 
a  great  variety  of  types.  It  is  nearly  certain,  there- 
fore, that  these  Coins  were  struck  in  the  reign  of 
Henry II.,  who,  differing  in  this  respectfrom  his 
predecessors,  determined  to  have  only  one  pattern 
represented  on  his  Coins ;  in  which  particular  usage 
he  was  followed,  with  very  few  exceptions,  by  his 
successors."  * 

It  cannot  now  be  ascertained  whether  any  Coins 
belong  to  the  Son  of  Henry  II.  who  was  crowned  in 
1170  at  London f,  and  again  in  11 72  at  Winches- 
ter s,  with  the  title  of  Henricus  rex  Angliae  regis 
Henrici  filius  h.     As  he  had  a  Great  Seal,  it  is  pro- 

*  Description  of  a  large  Collection  of  Pennies  of  Henry  II. 
discovered  at  Tealby  in  Lincolnshire.  By  Taylor  Combe,  Esq. 
Director,  Sec.  R.  S.     [Archsologia,  vol.  XVIII.  p.  2.] 

f  Will,  of  Newburgh,  lib.  II.  cap.  25.  Benedict  Abbas  Fetro* 
burgensis,  p.  4. 

g  Ben.  Abbas  Petroburgensis,  p.  33.  He  died  A.  D.  1183. 
Idem.  p.  393. 

b  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  620.  On  his  Great  Seal,  which  has  no 
Reverse,  his  title  is 

BBNRICVS    HEX   ANGLORV,   DVX    NORMANNOR,   ST    COMES 

ANDEGAVOR.  , 

Sandford,  p.  54.    He  was  sometimes  called  Henry  III.  [Sparkc, 
p.  93,  pote  7.] 


/ 
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bable  that  he  coined  Money.  Mr.  North  thought 
that  the  Penny  with  three  Stars  before  the  Bust  might 
possibly  be  his1.  I  have  given  an  engraving  of  one, 
with  a  remarkably  young  face,  and  of  peculiarly  fine 
workmanship  for  that  time ;  in  which  respect  it 
differs  so  entirely  from  any  of  those  ascribed  to  his 
Father,  that  I  am  willing  to  persuade  myself  it  was 
struck  by  his  command  K 

On  the  Coins  of  Henry  II.  his  name,  which  is 
written  henri,  appears  on  the  Obverse,  with  his  title 
of  King  of  England;  but  upon  an  Anglo -Gallic 
Penny,  struck  in  Aquitain,  it  is  henricvs  rex1. 
The  Reverses,  as  usual,  have  the  name  of  the  Mint 
and  Moneyer.  No  circumstance  relating  to  any 
part  of  his  history  is  to  be  found  upon  them.        ■  •  *y  m  ,  „ 

His  Coins  were  rare,  until  a  large  quantity  of  them 
happened  to  be  found  at  Royston,  about  the  year  *  ^"^ 
1721  m;  and  a  still  larger  hoard,  to  the  amount  of****5^-  ^ 
more  than  5700,  atTealby  in  Lincolnshire  in  l807n.  **w**z£~  <**- 
They  are  commonly  very  ill  struck  °,  *^Ji£:  Ji*** 

i  English  Silver  Coins,  Plate  II.  N*  7.. 

*  Supplement,  Part  II.  Plate  II.  No  7.  <4~*+l.  *- 

1  On  his  Great  Seal  he  is  styled  /9**>*^**&<f .. 

pBKRICVS  :  DBI  :  GRATIA  :  RBX  :  ANGLORVM.  Jfc**^.  Xt*/>. 

pENarcvs  :  dvx  r  normannoh  :  et  :  aoitannob  :  et  :  combs  :  ^f  r 

andegavor.    [Sandfbrd  and  Speed.] 

m  Mr.  North's  MS.  «  Archaeologia,  vol.  XVIU.  p.  1. 

0  This  imperfection  is  so  general  that,  although  the  Coins 
found  at  Tealby  "  were  as  fresh  as  when  they  first  issued  from 
the  Mint,  yet  their  execution  was  so  very  bad,  that  on  many  of 
them  scarcely  two  letters  could  be  discerned." — "  Yet  it  is  de- 
serving of  attention,  that  the  weights  of  them,  though  appa- 
rently regulated  by  a  pair  of  shears,  were  adjusted  with  extra- 
ordinary accuracy j"  so  that  5127*  weighed  19  lb.  C  02.  5  dwts.; 
•  The  number  that  was  melted  at  the  Mint. 
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His  Mints  p  were  situated  at 


Bristol 


,  BR. 
BRI. 
,     BR1S. 

riaisTO. 

CA. 
-    CAN.       ' 

cant.    ^Canterbury, 
canto,  j 

CATO.     J      ' 
CAR.  "1 

card.      >  Cardiff.  < 

CARDIC.  J 
CARDV.  1  „     ,.  ,  ' 
CARDVL.  /  Carl,,le' 

CE&      "| 

cest.     >  Chester. 

CESTE.J 
COL;       "^ 

>  Colchester. 


COLE.     I 
COLEC.J 
DVN.        ^ 
DVNHE.  f 
DVNO. 
DVRA 


•  w 


Durham. 


EVERW, 

JSVBRWI. 

EVEWI. 

EVEWIC. 

£XC. 

EXCE. 

EXCES. 

EXCS. 

EXSE. 

XSE. 

GI. 

GIP. 

G1PE. 

G1PES 

GIPEV 

GLOCE 


York. 


Exeter. 


Ipswich. 


GLOE, 

gloece.    ^Gloucester. 

GLOECE9. 

GLOV, 

HEREF.         I  »»        *>      • 

HEREFOR./11^0^- 

IVE. 

IVEL, 

1VELCE. 

IVLCE, 

*l  an  st,     Lancaster. 


>Ilchester. 

")E.  | 


only  14  dwts.  18  gr.  less  than  the  proper  weight ;  which,  divided 
amongst  the  whole  number,  makes  each  Coin  deficient  no  more 
than  about  tV  of  a  grain.    [Archseologia,  vol.  XVIII.  p.  6.] 

P  The  publication  of  the  XVIIIth  volume  of  the  Archaeologia, 
just  before  this  sheet  went  to  the  press,  has  enabled  me  to  add 
the  two  Mints  which  are  marked4,  and  several  varieties  of  spell- 
ing to  the  names  of  the  other  Towns.  It  is  remarkable  that 
amongst  sp  large  a  number  of  Coins  as  5700,  not  one  should 
occur  of  Shrewsbury  or  Worcester  Mint.  The  List  of  Moneyers 
is  greatly  enlarged  from  the  same  source. 
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London. 


LERC1  Leicester. 

LERE.  j 
LI.  \ 

LIN.  j 

linc.      ^Lincoln. 

LINXO. 

LINCOL. 

L. 

LV. 

LVN. 

LVND. 

LVNDE. 

LVNOEN. 

LVNDENE. 

LVNDI. 

ne.     Newark. 

NEVCAS.  "| 

nivc.      >  Newcastle. 
nivc*.  J 

NOHA.     "I 

noram.  >  Northampton. 

NORHA.J 

NO. 

NOR. 

NOREC. 

NOREV. 

NOREWIC. 

NORW. 

NORWI, 

nvcas.    Newcastle. 

OXEN. 
OXENE. 
OXSNF. 
OXENFO.  . 

s.  ed.    V  St.  Edmunds* 

S.  RDM,  J 


Norwich. 


Oxford. 


,EDHI:lSt.Edrn 

l.EDMVN.  >      . 

iC.  ED.      J  ^ 


Edmunda- 


.E.     >  Salii 


►Thetford. 


s, 
s. 
sc. 

SAL. 

sale.    V  Salisbury. 

SALEB.  J  . 

salopes.    Shrewsbury* 

sta!  "j 

staf.  >  Stamford. 

STAN.  J 

TC. 

TE. 

TED. 

TEF. 

TEFF. 

TEFFO. 

TEFO. 

TETFO. 

THETFO.  J 

TI. 

TIEF. 

*wain.*    Wainfieet. 
vali.  1  Wallingford. 

WALL  J  b 

VILT.        | 

wilt.      >  Wilton. 

WILTV.  J 

WI. 

WINv 

winc.  I  Winches- 

wince.         I    ter.' 

WINCEST. 

WINCS. 

WIW. 

-— —  Worcester  q. 


bury. 


*  North's  MS  note  to  FolkesV  Table. 
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His  MoneyefrfrWere :        * . ' . 

ACHARD  *.r        :     IfcOLDHAVCfi.N 

GOLDffAVOC/" 
GOTHA. 

gvnceun. 

*.  HENRT. 

HERBERD. 

HERBERT. 

HEREBfeRT. 

HVMF • . 

HW.  * 

HWE. 

INGEfcAS. 

JOHAN. 
f  „  IORD*N. 
,    Ml F RAM.    , 

LANTIER. 

LEFWINE. 
;    LEFWINE     BE- 
ZANT *• 

LEVRIC. 

LIWtNE. 

lvd/:. 

MA$fri& 

NIC  .  . 

NICOL. 

NICOLE. 

RADVLF. 

RAVL/ 

RAVEN.  * 

:  REIN  •-■  «  • 

•    '     i       .V-  *. 


ACHETIL. 
'    ADAM. 
AGELHAN. 
AILWINE  FINCH 
ALWIN. 
ALWINE. 
ANDR . . 

A9v  ... 

BIRES. 

COLBRAND. 

COT. 

DANIEL. 

DE 

EDMVND. 

EDRED  s. 

EDW  .  . 

ELAF. 

EH  .  .  ND. 

FVLCHE. 

fvnere: 

FVNERI. 

GEFF  ... 

GEFFREI. 

GILEBERT. 

GQDEERE. 

GODEFEI. 

GODEFFI. 

GODEFRE. 

godefrei.  4  \ 
godric,;, 

GODWIN.. 
G^LP^VC,, 


V    :*■ 


\    i 


RIRES,  fbrsaa  pr6 

BIRES. 
RO  .  . . . 
ROBERT.' 
RODBERD. 
RODBERT. 
ROGIER. 
ROVLF. 

9  .  •    .  • 

.SA  •  •  •<<  « 

SH  VATE.  , 

SI  WAT. 

SIWATE. 

STB.-.  .        v •    •■* 

,SVE**J.*'-  • 

SWETMAN.  > 

T  .  .  .  .  D. 

THVRSTAN  *. 

TVRST. 

TVRSTAIN. 

TVRSTEIN. 

W  •  .  .  . 

W.  .  .  .  .  • . 

WALTER. 

WALTIER. 

WERES.  - 

WICOT. 

WID. 

WIERES. 


*    <?»' 


.    4»  «  .* 


»•'  •    t'  '  -<■ 


'tj 


**■ 


WILELJ*.    ,t  ..., 


The  ^^eye^^a^ps.m^bei.ttiiw  f  *T££opied fixra  Afeg* 


.*>  -• 


Rot.  14  H.  1%    Mado*>tJ$sk^  690. 

«  Mag.  Rot.  4  &  H.r   RojL.8**i.  «  Madoit>:Jff£S.  v*i..JUXIX. 
page  87.  ■  # 


\ 
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- 

WIJLL  Dfc  WICLE- 

WfJABM. 

♦WIRES. 

WVD*. 

WILLEME. 

WIT. 

WILLAM. 

WILLIAM  #. 

WIVLF. 

WILLELM. 

WILLIM. 

WVLFSI. 
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RICHARD  I-         **?**£*"  **  *  '^T 

1 189.     Richard  the  First  began  his  reign,  on  *he  •" 
demise  of  his  Father,  upon  the  6th  of  July  in  this^^.    . 

year*.  ...  **  ^^ 

His  martial  disposition  proved  highly  injurious  to  <f  M^y 
the  interests  of  his  people,  who  were  impoverished  ^t^m^y 
by  the  expenses  bf;his  warlike  establishments,  and*^^*^ 
the  heavy  ransom  which  was  extorted  from  him  as^  &?£»& 
the  price  of  his  release  from  unjust  captivity,  \**&~  -*r*£±*6  = 

t  In  the  same  year  he  went  to  Salisbury,  and  caused  the  *~y  '     "*-• 
treasure  of  the  late  King  to  be  weighed  and  enregwtered,  to  the  //    «^fc*  •  & 
amount  of  more  than  900,000  pounds  of  Gold  and  Silver.  **tv ////". 
£Bromton,  col.  1 l£>6.]   Hoveden  says,  greatly  exceeding  100,000 
Marks,  [p.  656.]  «£900,OOQ,  after  his  debts  and  legacies  were 
paid.  [Chron.  Johannis  Abb.  S.  Petri  de  Burgo.  .  Sparke,  86.] 

u  The  first  payment  exacted  from  his  subjects,  on  this  account, 
not  being  sufficient,  a  second  and  third  collection  were  made, 
in  which  the  sacred  vessels,  crosiers,  and  rings,  were  not  spared. 
[Bromtony  col.  1  $56.]  When  Richard  heard,  after  his  return, 
that  the  property  of  the  Church  had  been  thus  destroyed,  he 
ordered  others  to  be  made  immediately,  and  distributed  to  those 
Chuvches  which  had  need  of  them.  Bromton,  col.  1958.]  It  is 
not  easy  to  reconcile  these  accounts  with  an  anecdote  which  is 
also  related  hj  Bromton,  and  which  goes  to  prove  (if  it  be  well 
founded)  that  the  poverty  of  the  Nation  was  only  pretended,  the 
greater  part  of  its  wealth  having  been  concealed.  The  story  is 
this : — On  the  publick  entry  of  Richard  into  London,  in  March 

VOL.  II.  D 


34  ANNALS    OF   THE   COINAGE. 

It  has  been  insinuated  that  bis  necessities  induced 
him  to  corrupt  the  Coin**;  but  there  is  as  little 
foundation  for  that  assertion  as  there  is  for  the  sup- 
position that  he  introduced  the  Easterlings  into  the 
Mint,  to  bring  the  Money  to  perfection,  for  Sterling 
is  mentioned  in  a  publick  Record  of  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  11 J 

By  what  means  the  Authors  quoted  in  note  [x]  dis- 
covered the  fact  that  Richard  was  represented  as  the 

1193,  there  appeared  such  a  display  of  riches  that  the  German 
Nobles  who  accompanied  him,  and  had  been  taught  to  believe 
that  England  was  totally  impoverished,  were  struck  with  won- 
der, and  one  of  them  exclaimed,  "  O  King !  wonderful  is  the 
prudence  of  thy  subjects,  who  now  securely  show  that  wealth 
which,  during  thy  captivity,  they  lamented  the  loss  of!  Had 
the  Emperor  been  aware  of  the  great  riches  of  the  English,  he 
would  n<5t  have  believed  that  this  Country  could  have  been  so 
easily  drained  of  all  its  Money,  and  would  have  exacted  a  much 
heavier  ransom."  [Col.  1257.  See  also  Will,  de  Newburgh, 
lib.  IV.  cap.  39.] 

*  This  I  have  found  only  in  Tindai's  Notes  to  Rapin,  vol.  I. 
p.  258  5  in  Leake's  Historical  Account  of  English  Money,  p.  58; 
and  in  Nicolson's  English  Historical  Library,  p.  254  j  where,  as 
I  believe,  the  insinuation  originated.  No  authority  is  referred 
to  by  any  of  the  above-quoted  writers. 

Mr.  Clarke,  in  Conjectures  on  an  antient  Piece  of  Money 
found  at  Eltham,  p.  16,  says,  that  the  Jews  and  Flemings,  in 
the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  corrupted  and  debased  the  Money  that 
bad  been  made  by  Hemy  II.  so  much  ihat  when  this  Coin  was 
called  into  the  Mint  the  people  received  but  twenty  Shillings  for, 
thirty. 

Mr.  North,  in  his  Remarks  upon  Mr.  Clarke's  Conjectures, 
p.  24,  observes,  that  the  former  part  of  this  account,  respecting 
the  Jews,  cannot  be  supported  l?y  the  authority  of  any  historian 
or  record ;  and  that  the  latter  part  relates  to  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  HI.,  according  to  Matthew  Pariss  history  of  his  32d  year. 

y  Norths  Remarks  upon  Clarke's. Conjectures,  p.  27. 
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corrupter  rather  than  the  refiner  of  the  Money,  can- 
not now  be  ascertained,  as  neither  of  them  has  pro- 
duced any  authority,  nor  is  there  any  Indenture  of 
the  Mint  or  other  Publick  Record  to  shew  that  the 
Coins  were  debased  in  his  reign ;  nor  have  any  of 
the  Coins  themselves  ever  been  discovered.  Those 
usually  attributed  to  him  are  either  mis-read  Pennies 
of  Edward  the  Confessor*,  ill  struck,  or  double- 
headed  Coins  of  Henry  III.*,  or  of  Edward  I.  II.  or 
I II .b,  or  notorious  Counterfeits  c.  But  although  no 
Coins  of  his  English  Mints  have  ever  been  found, 
yet  there  are  proofs  remaining  of  his  attention  to  the 
preservation  of  his  Money,  and  of  the  conduct  of 
his  Workmen. 

In  an  Ordinance  which  he  framed  for  the  regula- 
tion of  his  Soldiers,  whilst  he  was  at  Messina,  A.D. 
II90,  it  was  commanded,  amongst  other  things, 
that  no  one  should  refuse  the  King's  Coins,  in  which 
the  form  of  Money  could  be  distinguished,  unless  it 
were  cracked  within  the  circle  d. 

2  Sec  Vertue's  Portrait  of  Richard  I.  engraved  for  Rapin's 
History  of  England;  and  Withy  and  Ryall's  Plates. 

a  Rapin  and  Speed. 

h  Leake,  Fleetwood,,  and  Withy  and  Ryall's  Plates. 

c  English  Silver  Coins,  Plate  II.  No  8,  and  Supplement,  Plate 
1.  N*  14.  These  two  Pennies,  which  are  also  to  be  found  in 
Snelling's  and  Withy  and  Ryall's  Plates,  are  now  well  known  to 
be  the  fabrication  of  a  late  Dealer  in  Coins,  who  pretended 
to  have  discovered  them  amongst  some  which  were  found 
upon  Bramliam  Moor,  in  Yorkshire,  fie  sold  one  of  them  for 
thirty  Guineas  -,  the  other  remained  in  his  possession,  and  was- 
disposed  of,  with  the  rest  of  his  collection,  after  his  death; 
[Prom  the  information  of  the  late  Rev.  Richard  Southgate.] 

*  Bromton,  col.  1183.  His  words  are,  *€  Et  ne  aliquis  sonet 
monetam  Regis  in  qua  moneta  apparebit,  nisi  fracta  fuerit  infra 

D  2 
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At  the  laUel-  end  of  his  fir^t  year  he  granted  to 
the  Citizens  of  Winchester  the,  pt tvifcge  i that  they 
should  not  be  impleaded  t without  the, City ^  from 
the  enjoyment  of  whkh  ipft* vision  < the  Moqeyers  are 
particularly  excepted e.  ,  ,   ,-   <<;     «       J 

H94.  In  hw  fifth  ye*?,  immediately  after  his 
second  coronation  at  Wintherter,  Trivet,  and  Brooi- 
ton  copying  him,  say  that  he  ordained  one  kind  of 
•Money  to  be  current  through  the  Realm*  and  car- 
ried it  into  effect,  t6>the  great  advantage  of.  his 
people,  who  had  been  much  aggrieved  byrtbe  diver- 
sity of  Coins  f.  Could  the  accuracy  of  this  statement 
be  relied  upon,  it  would  go- a  great  way  towards  as- 
certaining the  fact  of  a  Coinage  in  this  mign;  but  it 


i'  '         *  * 


clrculum."  In  this  passage  sonet  has  the  sense  of  respuat*.  See 
Du  Cange,  in  verbo  sonar e,  who  thinks  it  derived  this  meaning 
from  the  custom  of  trying  Money  by  sounding  ft  f.  If  that  deri- 
ffctidn  be  admitted,  St must  W remarked,  that  the  intrOikietion 
of  tbfi  terpd,  in  the  piHag§t  before  u»*  &  p^i*uJ**ly,twfor$u- 
jnaje,  as  the.  wofdi  in  its  primitive  meaning,  cannot.  t»  applied 
to  Coins  which  are  cracked 5  and  yet  to  Jhose  alone  the  ordi- 
nance  restricts  the  application^  I  know  not  whether  I  have 
given  the>eiact  meaning  of  the  words  in  qna  moneta  apparent ; 
but  I  hate  rendered  them  upon  the  authority  of  Dm  CatogeV  w£o 
has  Moneta,  in   the   meaning  of  Monetae  ipsiui  cfca&ictar*& 

feu**.!    :f  ,  i*  m    *    .r   8»  ■  •         /  '»..   /  i» 

,e  3\Jilner's  History  of  ^jncnester,  vol.  II.  p,  SOS.  Appendix; 
and  Brady  on  Burghs,  Appendix,  p.  45.  v 

f  Trftetf  Annates  sub  anno.    Brothtoft,  col.  1S58/  '    !%"  IJ  + 

*  Bromton  uses  It  in  this  sense  in  the  Laws  of  Eadgar,  where  he  renders 
poprace  by  sonet,  col.  '872.  In  eol.  <j$3  lie  translates  the  same  term  by 
repudier.* 

f  $6niner,  in  hU  €U©s^fy*to  *Pw>sdeti*s  ■  Decern'  Scffpt^tt?*;  Mdrivea 
Bono  from  A.  €.  fCWnian,  at  afeuman,  i ,e«  vita***  'nnto  nmu:  to 
*hu;iDe.  Tbe  propdely.of  tbi*  must  be  determined  by  a»|u/»y  of  £|viao~ 
logist*.  r\'         >     ,/    : 
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is  a  statement  which,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  is  to  be 
found  in  this  Historian  only.  Matthew  Paris  mentions 
the  regulation- of  Meaaruies  in  the  year  1197;  at 
which  time,  aceordingto  Hovedert,  and  the  Annals 
of  Burton  Monastery,  an  Assize  was  made  respect- 
ing the  Measures  throughout  England.  •  It  js  given 
at  -lft^gfe  in  those  two  Collections  of  Annals,  but  no- 
thing relating  to  Money  appears  in  it. 

It  w  true  that-  no  authentick  publick  documents 
have  hitherto  been  discovered  to  prove  the  issuing 
of  Money  from  the  Royal  Mints  during  his  reign, 
c&cept,  as  Mr.  North  observes,  the  Comppti  Cam- 
bii,  i»his*3d, '5th,and  7th  years,  can  be  admitted 
as  satisfactory  evidence*. 

But  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  because  there 
was  a  Compotus  Cambii,  there  must  necessarily 
have  been  a  Coinage ;  for  the  profit  of  the  Ex- 
change, with  which  the  Exchanger  charged  him- 
self, might  have  been  nothing  more  than  that  which 
arose  from  the  purchase  of  imported  Bullion.  The 
dealing  in  which,  the  same  Antiquary  observes,  was 
from  tl;e  time  of  Henry  I.  the  sole  privilege  of  the 
Master  of  the  King's  Cambium,  by  whom  it  was 
was  rented  \  «■    . 

It  will,  however,  appear  highly  probable  that  he 
coined  some  Money,  if  we  adcftb  the  circumstances 
which  have  been  before  recited  {he  consideration  of 
the  following  facts.  These,  are,  the  length  of  his 
reign,  which  continued  nearly  ten  \rears;  the  Li- 

*   •  .       'f 

^R^99^kf  *>nn  Clarke's  Qhs^nratip^  .jv  3$.  ^See^theje^Ac- 
courts  kfcfiMadoacfe  History  of' thit  Exchequers  3  R.4.  vol,  U. 
p.  V&2",  5  R.  I.  *ol,  II.  p.  *99?  «  R;  i.  vol.- 1,  pi  380. 

h  North's  MS.  •'•-    . 
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censes  to  coin  which  he  granted  to  different  Prelates 
and  Churches1;  and  an  actual  charge  for  various 
utensils  for  blanching  Silver,  which  appears  in  th§ 
Compotus  Cambii  of  his  eighth  year  k. 

That  he  could  not  have  wanted  Bullion  for  that 
purpose,  is  evident  from  his  being  able  to  replace 
the  saered  vessels  in  many  Churches  from  whence 
they  had  been  taken  for  the  payment  of  his  ransom1* 

But  although  it  be  not  difficult  to  assign  plausible 
conjectures  for  the  probability  of  his  having  coined 
Money,  yet  it  will  not  be  so  easy  to  account  for  the 
total  disappearance  of  it,  provided  any  were  actu- 
ally struck  in  his  Mints.  Folkes  says9*,  "  it  is  very 
reasonable  to  think  that  the  King's  long  absence  out 
of  England,  his  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land,  his 
captivity,-  and  the  large  sums  paid  abroad  for  his 
ransom,  together  with  his  wars  in  France  after  his 
release,  must  have  occasioned  great  scarcity  of 
Money  at  home,  and  small  Coinages  during  all  the 
time  of  his  reign." 

But  surely  all  these  causes  combined  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  account  for  the  absolute  annihilation  of  his 
Coins.  If  any  were  struck,  how  happens  it  that 
none  remain,  though  those  of  all  his  predecessors 
on  the  throne  of  England  (and  some  of  them  in 
sufficient  plenty)  are  to  be  found  ? 

The  payment  of  his  ransom  did  not  necessarily 
take  any  coined  Money  from  his  Kingdom,  for  it 

1  To  the  Church  of  Lichfield  A.  D.  1189,  and  to  the  Bishop 
of  Durham  A.  D.  1196. 

k  Mag.  Rot.  8  R.  I.  Rot.  1.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  I. 
p.  280.  1  Bromton,  col.  1958, 

m  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  p.  6\ 
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was  to  be  discharged  by  a  certain  weight  of  Silver. 
Or  if  it  had  taken  any,  would  not  some  of  it  be 
met  with  in  Germany  ? 

The  error,  with  respect  to  the  ransom,  seems  to, 
have  arisen  from  considering  the  Mark  either  as  an 
aetual  coin  or  as  a  term  which  always  expressed  a 
certain  weight  of  the  current  Money;  neither  of 
which  was  exclusively  the  case,  for  it  was  frequently 
used  to  signify  weight  alone.  Caxton  is,  I  believe, 
the  earliest  Chronicler  who  speaks  of  the  real  coining 
of  the  sum  paid  for  this  ransom  n.  His  mistake  is  so 
clearly  pointed  out,  and  the  notion  so  ably  refuted 
by  Mr.  North,  in  a  critique  upon  Stow's  account, 
which  appears  to  have  been  borrowed  from  Caxton, 
that  I  think  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  lay  before 
my  Readers  the  words  of  that  most  able  Numismatic 
Antiquary: 

"  Stow,  in  his  Chronicle,  does  indeed  tell  us, 
that  all  the  plate  collected  for  the  redemption  of  this 
King  was  coined  into  Money  ;  but  the  very  nature 
of  the  thing  shews  it  to  be  a  mistake.  For  what 
necessity  of  this  additional  charge  to  a  burthen  so 
heavy  of  itself  ?  The  terms  of  the  composition  did 
not  require  it ;  the  words  of  which,  from  Hoveden, 
a  contemporary  historian,  were,  Nuntii  Imperatqris 
recipient  Londoniis  centum  millia  mar  car  um  pari 
argent i  adpondus  Colonic? ;  quae  pecunia  a  Nuntiis 
accepta  8$  ponderata,  in  conductu  Regis  per  Regni 
sui  terminos  ducetur.  This  sum  was  the  whole  he 
could  ever  make  any  shift  to  pay, .  by  severe  taxes, 
and  even  stripping  all  the  Churches  of  their  plate, 

n  Signature  L  2.  b.    He  says  the  plate  u  was  niolte  and  ma<!e 
into  money." 
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t^gl8\tWv^^^Wft&^^  fw\th*  futww  payment  of 

the  Si&joet^stid  pq«eitf  ^qfvth^'KMg^^frtiat  pvofa*- 
l^Uty  oft  its.  being?  mApd at itteuKiQg& Mints,  which 
cc^d.hay^  Addednea  ^alu#J*>  tit  with  the-  Emperor^ 
to^hpaj  ;*t  .mufihbe)  TO9*e  JtixtpiftMei  in  BpUion  fiir 
to*  ffFifgtiJfQfWfrMwfes.?)!  -.Brides,  whatever  part  of 
it  was  collected  in  Coin  might  probably,  by.  the 
Embassadors^  be  dfern^aded  ,to  be.  melted  .down*  -in 
q?j|$£, to  prove  its*  c^tping  »up  to  the .  covenanted 
Standard  putfi  atgentii  Therefore,  whMeterex- 
ptoMtow* 'StbW  metHvith1  toj occasion  such a notion, 
they  coultl*m£an  no' rhdre,  as  the  learned  Author  of 
tfienistoK^cat  ^cc^u^tpj^  English  Money  mpst judi- 
ciously observes,  thpfl  coining  in  the  sensethatTif*- 
blocks  are  said  to  be  oomxd  m  Cornwall;  and per- 
haps  kAd  somt^tamp  itktthem,  to  denotetheirgdod- 
ness ;  and  in  this  respect  may  be  said  to  be  coined 
into  money,  q$  it  umw&red  all  the  purposes  $f 
4#ffi^r  Pw50*  ^hiah,  tr  tk&  very  ndtian^thatt  the 
words  of  Polydore  Vergft,  in  his  History,  conwyte 
^{i^^wter  cwt&dsptivatas  opes,  Vam  eti&m 

^^ffrifte^Me1^  be  has  p?ut  in \ihe 

tttAVgili  tWhUriies1  }>t  (jervasius  Dorabepiiensis,  and "  Chrbnicon 
fl&hufptii  de  fcogjg^shall,  as  Evidences.  The  first  of  these  uses 
dnly'the  wbH'c&hfiata^  wnen  speaking  of  the  *^asa,  etaliaar- 
gentea,  collected  for  the  King  s  Redemption.  As  to  the  second, 
^Ma^in-MS;  iiPftfc i&J&ff  'offcorpus  Christ!  College,  Cam- 
brffefe  un  Obliging-  friend,'  a  felfow' there,  consulted  it  at  my 
reqde^t,  and  ^ksnres  me,  ttiere  is  not  a  toord  concerning  coining 
into  Money."    Mr.  frorthY   L  / 

^^»'an  ektrafetf^Mn  this  <&r$icWt^ 
fon^^re^  hhVrefy&tilhgtiiti nature  of !this  payment, Ahan 
tttlif4^houH  Sefa»/i  dW^^^clttm.    '  A    7 ' 
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sacra  aurea  seuwtgtntea  ex  Templfa  sublata  fue- 
rmni:?  evdtjuibu&mwUo  plu&  Pecuniae  conflatum  est, 
q*dmyrincipia±jm&<&Mpetti^^  The ' word  con- 
flakum  camrfceauno  riiorfethati  that  it  ^a^ melted  down 
tc^efcber  MntoSbai-tior  ingbts.  *  Ifuvy^hltoftheTtxi- 
sam/wa^ijfliddn^BngltthCwn^  Gterffitttty  toightbe* 
mofcdikdjr^daoe  tomeetiwithrti^irtthdinEngliHdP. 

*     -  x  ~*      'j    <^•'•■,     »"     t-    > ■  rf t     /j*  *    \    ft       f  j    •/*     '*     ♦/ 

P  Remarks  on  Qarke  a  Conjectures,  p.  34.  < 

Though  the"  •fclet'  of  our*  CfcrbrMete^ee  ift  6uchf  a  general 
itistiritfiof  exprefc&n  sfe  *?*11  iHih^'  tWe  idea  thai  this  ransom 
wpk8,nfttf9ft*)fh  coj^Mopiy,  yettdo,*h*y  diftr  terylmattJ- 
riaUy.asjQ  t^n)^^  a**}  fven*  i»a>&*e 

instances,  as  <»  the  precjs^  sum  wjiifth.  was,  to ^  ©aid..,   v  M>,»  , 
Ralph  de  Diceto  calls  it,  argpnii  centum  milia  jibrarum,  a$ 

pondi^Coftmfe  ' '"  :  '"  ' 

Sprotti  CfcH>ii.  c.  *.*Hbrarttm;  p.'  ft  18.  '  *f    <:t' 

.Otter^wxoe,  >lOQ<mfl$bw  Kbnuora,  ^.  W. y    w  .  ^  ' 

£hrpi\.  Oery,  l}Qrpb, ^Centp  ^aiWi%  marc^rumv  cph  Ifl8i<\-  ;  % 
Annal.  Waverl.  c.  m.  marcas  argenti.  p.  164.   .  .,  , 

Knyghcon,  Centum,  millia  librarum  argenti.  col.  2408. 
HoiMdeb,  ^Cfentum  mUlia  marcarutn.  p.  7&Z-     %  ' 
uK.  iRkhard's  Latter  to  hi*  Mother,  -&t.  Septud^t* '  mi& 

mayea^um argent^ if^ved^n^p.  726/ //    — ••  /j- •*!        ?bii  *? 

,  ..£|V?pn.  ]Pri^ratus,de  Dun$^pie,  Centum  milUa\ Jihfarum  *£ 

pbndus  Coloniae.  p.  45. 
In  Forma  Compositions  t  inter  Henricum  Imperatoren}  &  Ri- 

chardum  fiegem  Anglise  A.  D.4193,v  Centum,  mjllia  ma^carum 

'pun'argejiti  ad  pondus  Coloniae.    jQiiae  pecunia,  a.  nuncj^r^n^ 

perX^^cep^a  et pqnderata^ ,  #c^fc    fyujer's  Ifojjd^a^yo)^ 

Fullef  saySjthat  the  ransom  w&££lQ0,Q0Of .  being  calcu]aft# 
at  ten  years  purchase  of  the  then  rjevgfyue,  of  the  English  Qx^f 
[Worthies,  Oxfordshire,  329.1  I  .know  not  from  whence,  nhe 
derived  this,  as  he  quotes  no  "authority  for^. .  r        .Jrf  ../ ;  c»- 

There  are  too  walls  (of  Vieima),  jfc;  gp-oty  and  toward, 
Iirtje  considerable  a^jpresem^  buU^  at  £rs£  with,  the  ransom  of 
our  King  Ttichar^ I. .  Bro^^lj, X^tfrffadXtiX* 
Remarks  on  Clarke's  Conjectures,  p.  35,  note. 
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In  whatever  way  we  examine  the  question,  whe- 
ther he  coined  in  his  English  Mints,  or  not,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  a  point  of  very  difficult  decision ;  for  the 
evidence  on  either  side  is  strong,  but  not  conclusive. 
We  are  not,  however,  without  specimens  of  bis 
Money,  the  produce  of  his  Anglo-Gallic  Mints, 
which  bear  his  name  as  King  of  England,  though 
they  were  struck  by  him  either  in  the  quality  of 
Earl  of  Foitou,  or  as  Duke  of  Aquitain  ?. 

Those  of  his  Dukedom  have  on  the  Obverse  his 
name  and  title  of  King  of  England,  and  on  the  Re- 
verse, AftVITANlE,   Or  DVX  AQ.VITANIE  r. 

The  Poitou  Coins  have  his  name  with  the  title  of 
King  on  the  Obverse,  and  on  the  other  side  picta- 

VIENSIS  *. 

These  are  all  that  can  be  attributed  to  him ;  but 
it  should  seem  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  Coins 
of  some  sort  or  other  must  have  been  current  during 
his  reign,  as  diminishing  them  by  clipping  appears 
to  have  been  practised  ;  and  that  mode  of  deteriorat- 
ing the  Money  requires  no  small  degree  of  circular 
tion,  on  account  of  the  very  diminutive  portion 
which  can,  with  safety,  be  taken  from  each.  In 
his  eighth  year  Henry  de  Casteillun  accounted,  at 
the  Exchequer,  for  the  ministry  or  office  of  the 
Chamberlainship  of  London,  for  two  years ;  and  one 
.article  of  his  account  is  —  sixteen  Shillings  ten 
Pence,  the  Chattells  of  certain  Clippers  *. 

<l  His  Great  Seals  bear  the  same  inscription  as  that  of  Henry 
II.  [Sandford  and  Speed.] 

r  See  Anglo-Gallic  Coins.  8  Idem. 

*  Mag.  Rot  8  R.  I.  Rot.  1.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Excheq.  L  p. 
775. 
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It  appears,  from  the  authorities  quoted  below  for 
the  names  of  his  Moneyers,  that  he  had  Mints  at 

WARWICK.  ROCHESTER.  CARLISLE. 

His  Anglo-Gallic  Money  was  struck  at  Poitou, 
and,  according  to  Mr.  North,  at  Bourdeaux  also. 

Richard  received  his  death's  wound  at  the  siege  of 
Chaluz,  and  died  on  the  6th  of  April  1199. 

Tbe  following  names  of  his  Moneyers  have  oc- 
curred: 

BALDRED,  j ,     Wamick  Mint  V 

geldwine  and  Robert,  in  Rochester  Mint*, 
wilhelmvs,  Monetar.  apud  Carlilsex. 


JOHN. 

1199-  Upon  the  decease  of  Richard  his  brother 
John  immediately  usurped  the  throne,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  his  nephew  Arthur,  who  was  the  lawful 
heir,  in  right  of  his  father  Geffrey  the  fourth  son  of 
Henry  II.,  whereas  John  was  the  fifth.  The  youth 
of  Arthur  rendered  him  unequal  to  a  contest  with 
his  Uncle,  and  a  fruitless  opposition  terminated,  as 
is  usual  in  contests  for  a  crown,  in  the  murder  of 

;  the  weaker  party. 

!  John  had,  at  a  very  early  age,  been  declared  by 

his  father  Lord  of  Ireland2;  a  title  which  seems  to 

u  Rous,  Hist.  Regura  Angliae,  p.  194. 

*  Textus  Roffensis,  p.  184. 

'  y  North's  MS  note  to  Folkes's  Tables. 

*  He  was  born  A.  D.  1166  [Sandford,  p.  81],  and  created 
Lord  of  Ireland  in  1177  [Carte].  This  title  was  probably  de- 
rived from  a  Bull  of  Adrian  IV,,  in  which  he  gave  permission  to 
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ave  iwcMfed;hltd  wittt  Wal  fJdweV,  afe  was  manifest 
om  fiis  using YG^  Money 


from  ms  using 

with  his  riaine  and  titlfe!  Hrripre'ssecf  upoh  it:  Hfe  ap- 
bears  (otave  ha^Mi^slir^bftn  a3d  WaterFdtd  | 
but.  whether  the 'Cbifl'swtife  striibk  there  dtfritig  thd 
Itfp  of  his  Father,  or  in  the  reign  of  his  brother' Ri- 
chard; '  cannot  nbvv"  be  ascertained.  The  Coins 
uiemseiveV  are  of  peculiarly  barbarous  workman- 
fki©*  b^r^g  m  #W?  Qfrvers*  a  rude  face,  resembling 
the' form  in  which  the  full  moon  is  usually  drawn, 
with  his  title,  iohannes  dom,  ;  and  on  the  Reverse  . 
th4^ti$  W [tWmStifyeV  and'  the  pla*e  of  Mintage. 
-Of  this  toinage.  Halfpennies  only  Have,  hitherto, 
J^eo  discovered  b.  They  were  probably  struck  in 
il  185,  the  only  year  in  which  John  was  in  Ireland 
during  the  life  of  his  Father.' 

^'Ifflff!  Oh  mi accession'  to  the  Crown  of 'England 
^e^sun?ppthet  title  of  King  upon  the  Coins  whjch 
j#$r£  struck  ,'m, his. Irish  Mints,,  although  upon,  his 
Gre&t Seal  he  continued  the  style  of  Dominus  Hi- 

It^F^y  If.,  ¥rt  <he  year  1155,  to  subdue  Ireland,  and  made  use 
fcf  'fliese  words : '«?  Et  illius  *terr«  poputos  te'  redpiat,  &  siclit 
fcfcfaiNSM^edtt&itf."     [Mrit^ew  Paris,  sub  anno] 
^^k^Saiidfordr  It  iAnsferibed;  .   •<    "   * 

' r  SfclLLVCt):  iOpANM  :  FILII :  R6DIS  :  AN£LI€  : 

, .  *  [Sandford  and  Speed.] 

b  English  Silver  Coins/ Plate  II.  N<>  9.  The  Cp^n  of  this 
type*  which  is  engraven  jn.  Wise's  XlXth  Plate  of  the  Bodleian 
Coins,  is  of  the  Penny  size :  nor  is  that  representation  contra* 
dieted  by  the  description  which  is  given  by  him  in  p.  237.  It 
appears,  however,  From  the  Catalogue,  p.  99,  that  this  Coin  did 
not  form  a  part  of  the  Bodleian  (Collection ;  but  ho  notice  is  given 
of  the  Cabinet  in  which  it  was  then  contained. 


bernise*.  This  Money  js  sprncvyhat  1ess.£nd.e  tharJi 
that  which  be  had  issued  before  he  was  Kiii^,  anuj 
the  head  on  the  Obverse,  and  the  devices. on^he 
Reverse,,  aje,  included  jn  a  Triangle,,  for  which  va: 
rioMa  reasons,  have  been  assigned,  pM  none  that  ar^ 
satisfactory  ^  ,  ■         (  t 

It  is  probable  that  this  alteration  of  the  type  d|d 
not  take,  place  until  his  11th  year,  when  he  went 

.  c  This  style,  of  Dominui  Hlbernise,  continued  to  be  uaeft  by 
our  Monarchs  until  Henrv  VIII.,  in  13*1,  aMUmed  the-  tillesof 
Kmg.    "      .-'.   .  ■  ■■       V..v,;»    .      -,U  ■   -.  •'   ,!-.. 

4  Nkofsan  wys  that  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  fywljtf 
Pembroke  judiciously  observed  to  him,  "that  the  Triangle  on 
the  Irish  Coins  of  this  King  (as  well  as  those  of  bis' son  anA 
grandson,  Henry  III.  and  fedwatd  1.)  was  intended"  *6  rWpr&ent 
a  Harp;  which  is  tDoW  fully  HDprecaed  on  tlmCoirk  of  rhfetr 
successors."     [Irish  Hist.  Library,  pJTfiJ  .      .tj!  ■.       -w"ii 

Leake.,  it  is  probable,  borrowed  bis.  idea  qf  thq  Haep.  from 
this  jrassage  in  Nicolson.    [Hist.  Account  of  Eng.  Money,p.~63.J 

As  also  did  Wise,  who,  in  iiliisi ration,  says^'  "  Lyrani'  Hjber- 
niffi  insigne  denotat :  nam  Lyra;  forma  vetusthisima  erh¥  Alfitf- 
ra'."  [Nuidmocum  antiq.  Serin.  Bodleianis  recoridih  Oitalogaal, 
p.  S37-] 

Simon  found  the  lilte  Triangle  on  the  Cains  pf  Biorap*.  VSn§ 
of  Sweden,.A.  D.  8iaS  tf ,  Chs^  .U^  Swpk^AfsD.-.Bfift,  *f 
Philip  the  Fair,  A-P-  l«86,  »£  .Charles  the  Fair.  A^MSg, 
Kings  of  France;  of  EruvVP-  l?32,,of  Abjal,  A,  D.J950, 
Kings  of  Denmark  ;  and  of  Pater,  Kiug.of  Portugal,  s \27-1}  and 
therefore  thought  it  probabh)  to  .eunyose,  that,  as  the  English 
and  Irish  Coins  were  now  first  made  of  the  same  standard,  the 
Triangle  was  intended  only. as  a  distinction  between  the  two 
kinds  of  Money.      .,  '     '  '       ''  ''"    '"'  "'     "  * 

"From  this  Triangle,  says"  he,  perhaps  proceeded  the  Arms  of 
Ireland  —  the  Harp,  which  we  do.  not  find  represented  oil  any 
of  tlie  antlent  Irish  Coins'  extant,  except  it  be  what  has  been 
taken  for  a  I  [and;  which  ne.  thinks  i-  snore  Jike  an  Harp,  [frish 
Coins,' p.  13.]        „,„      „  .  ,",  ,    ..  ,.'.-, 
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into  Ireland,  and  caused  new  Coins  to  be  made,  us 
will  be  seen  under  that  year. 
.  1205*  The  regulations  of  his  English  Mints  were 
of  an  earlier  date.  On  the  9th  of  November  in  his 
sixth  year  Proclamation  was  ordered  to  be  made  that 
no  one,  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Hilary  in  the  next  year, 
should  receive,  or  have  in  his  possession,  clipped 
Money.  And  if  after  that  time  such  should  be  found 
upon  man  or  woman,  being  inhabitants  of  a  Bo- 
rough, it  should  be  seized,  and  bored  through,  and 
put  into  a  chest  to  be  kept  for  the  Ring's  use,  and 
the  man  or  woman  to  be  held  by  sufficient  bail,  and 
their  chattels  to  be  attached  at  the  King's  pleasure. 

If  such  Mpney  were  found  in  the  hands  of  a  Jew, 
or  Jewess,  it  should  be  seized,  and  put  into  the 
chest,  and  the  body  of  the  Jew  or  Jewess,  and  their 
chattels,  should  be  taken,  and  held  in  replevin, 
until  the  King's  order  to  the  contrary. 

Should  such  Money  be  found  in  the  hands  of  a 
Servant,  inferior  Tenant,  or  Peasant,  it  should  bq 
seized,  bored,  and  returned  to  him  from  whom  it 
was  taken. 

Four  men  were  appointed  in  every  Borough,  &£ 
wherever  a  market  was  held,  who  were  to  be  sworn 
to  be  faithful  to  the  King,  and  then  they  were  to 
take  die  said  Money,  and,  having  bored  it,  to  place 
it  in  the  chest,  under  their  seals,  and  the  seal  of  the 
Parson,  or  of  their  Bailiff,  or  of  both,  to  be  kept 
to  the  King's  use  c. 

In  the  same  year,  on  the  26th  of  January,  ah 
Assize  was  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  Money, 

e  Pat.  6  Job.  m.  6. 
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and  for  the  putting  an  end  to  clipping  and  counterfeit- 
ing. William  de  Wrotham  and  Reginald  de  Come- 
hull  were  appointed  to  carry  this  Assize  into  execu- 
tion throughout  the  Realm.  By  its  provisions  that 
old  Money  was  to  be  current  which  wanted  at  the 
utmost  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  in  the  Pound ; 
and  those  Pennies  which,  were  more  deficient  were 
to  be  bored  through,  and  returned,  as  it  had  been 
otherwise  provided. 

The  Jew  Goldsmiths  and  Foreign  Merchants 
were,  however,  allowed  to  purchase  food  and  cloaths 
with  the  light  Money,  but  they  were  not  to  lend 
nor  to  merchandize  with  any  other  Coins  but  those 
which  were  large  and  weighty,  as  the  Penny  Ster- 
ling legally  ought  to  be.  And  for  the  discovering 
of  this  lack  of  weight  in  the  Money  there  was 
issued,  from  the  Mint  Office,  a  Penny-poize,  want- 
ing one  eighth  of  a  Penny,  to  be  delivered  to  any 
one  who  would  have  it,  to  be  used  until  Easter  in 
the  next  year.  If  any  of  the  Pennies  which  should 
be  made  after  Christmas  in  the  sixth  year  of  the 
King  should  be  found  clipped  in  any  person's  hands, 
then  they  were  to  be  bored  through,  and  he  in 
whose  possession  they  were  taken  was  to  be  attached 
as  a  thief. 

The  re-blanching  of  the  old  Pennies  was  forbid* 
den ;  and  whoever  should  be  guilty  of  that  crime 
was  declared  to  be  at  the  King's  mercy  for  all  his 
goods,  and  was  likewise  to  forfeit  all  that  he  had  re- 
blanched.  It  was  declared  that  a  Penny  should  be 
hereafter  made  of  just  standard,  with  an  outer  circle, 
beyond  which  nothing  should  appear ;  and  when- 
ever it  was  found  in  any  other  state  than  that,  the 
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*»Htrt  ^rttopmuof**  *mld  be  a*r<f*ttmgs 
qffWQT  ^  idl,bistcbati*I*<**4  ^  *«  '>r>  ^*  % 
^jc^ye**)  ttaiiUMJ&to^Ptmy  orSike^ia 

serve  of  the  Archbishop's  Exchange  afrCaaterbnty), 

ijq^sqwpent.  r  Apd,  it  ivafc  ojdffo&l  tlat  no  bfae 
stoil^ta  ft>r  UMNSMh»pi^&4fPdM^af  finemod 
pure  Silver  more  er  J^fpJbtif  W  #S*otfiby  laws*** 

,  tT^rt  7*A*Peaoy  sboiJd  issue.  fi*>m  *he  Ki&g's 
Mi^  ftr.fr^^^ps^xrf^h*  ArchbUhep  of  Rafter* 
b^ry^ex^^it  wmwo+uto  m*mmuvvo*?*  •*-'** 

^ti&i#qj$k##\twto  he^Mdei  by*  fed  artdttewfal 
W^^M*****  Bvgfrs,  si*d*y4II^  <»bediei*  «*iy 
^f^ei^4%vistiM  or  Jew,  did  ebp  the  Msaey  v 
a**4r»'f;  *P£  cUpjafr  flfeould  he  found,  >  wvMtet 
^^Utjm  pf  Jw,  all  Jhj* g#od*  should  hie  seieed,  wnd 
h^  feo^y  ^cwaait^ed  fr>  the  KiagY  prisony  to  beuft 
his  pleasure,  that  justice  might  be  dowe*    ^   .»;   *J  ** 

^nd  if  anyMoqey  n*t  of  lawful  weigfat  shooldlbe 
fctiadf.i#  the  hand!  of*  Jew Goldsmith*  ^r^of  ^ 
IVfercfcaut,  whether  foreigner  or  strange*  c,  f*r*t*b£ 
purchase  of  aaercfe«ndi»i«g»,  or  of  leading  4pon  6te, 
it  was  ordained  that  they,  in  whose  hands  jgCBifaf  wfcfe' 
fo^dL  (n*t  hei«f  ia*e»ded/for  the  buy  ing**#  4  Wir 
vjctuafe  or  elaathii^  as)  aforesaid),  sboiHd^be  j*t* 
tachedh. 

.   .*■  .■  ..*•,  '»-><    ■ 

f  T^  Glossary  #>  £pt  notic*  this  *oi*l,  nor  *m  I«Us  to 
affix  any  meaning  to  it.  v  *      .  .'/  ' 

f  The  words  are,  mercatoris  forinseci  v«t  eg&aneu  <4f  tfcn* 
be  no  error  in.  the  record,  it  is  pcmhte'lfee  latter  ten&;exferanil. 
jnay  in^n  the  Merchant  Strangeij  who  tad  license  to  Jradtf 
within  the  Realm.  h  p&.  &  Job.  m.  7.  dai* 


Memb.  7.    In  dorso.  .*, 

REX  1c.  W.  de  Wrotham  16.  1  Regin  de  Cornhift  1c.     Sci- 

ids  qd  p  Qmune  gsiliu  regni  nfi  fecim9  hac  as§  subsc'pta  de  W- 

Qoneta   c^todienda  1  retonsorib3   1   falsonariis  monete  nfe  itf- 

lestruendis.      Et  ad   pdcam  assisa  1  ad  articlos  pdce  assise  tos 

hodiendos  i  vos  supiores  c?todes  loco  nfo  gstituim9  ^  vofe  pci-  |& 

fientes  qd  earn  juste  1  rigide  p  tota  Ang!  cr'todiatis  4  1  c^todiri  > 

aciatis  4  nemialiq*'  inj9tu  Iferentes  4  vl  de  jure  nfo  deferentes  *  )<£ 

I  pdcam  assisa  i  hiis  lit%is  nf  is  patent  yob  mittim9  1  warani  g£ 

i 


fc 


Apsu'  est  de  moneta  qd  vet9  moneta  currat  ufi  qlib3  libra 
it  lacta  ij.  sol.  vj.  d.  ad  plus  1  libr*  q  plus  lactavu  1  denarii'  j  *%$ 
( plus  lactavmt  pforentr  1  reddantr  siS  alias  gvisu  fait  Judi   '  id 
r°  aurifab*  1  nlcatores  forinceci  emant  moneta  ista  victu  %      Bj 
restitii  suu  im  4  S3  no  debnt  jlstitu  vl  &chandisas  faSe  4  n1  de      Hl3 
jrossa  1  forti  moneta  q  sit  de  lege  1  ponde  denaf  sftingi  4  %  ad  1    fe- 
jognoscend  den  de  pdco  lacto  J.  exeat  a  monetaria  nfa  j.  peni-      g|$ 
peis  ^  1  libetr  cui  illd  volUit  hf  e  ftndu  usq,  ad  Pentecosi  anno      jfc 
regni  nfi  vij°.  de  lacto  octave  ptit  denaf.    K  denari9  qui  dece'lo     +j£ 
Bet  4  SCI3  4  j^9  Natai  anno  regni  nfi  vjto.  ivent9  retons9  1  alic9      f^ 
nanu  pforet*  *  1  ille  i  <P  manu  capt?  fflit  capiatr  ut  lat°.     K      2i 
[rtiibft  f  qd  irite  vet9  den  reblangietr  4  1  qui  eu  reblangiavn  4  sit      ^ 
mlanfa  de  toto  catallo  suo*  1  amittat  qd  reblangiavit.     IJ 
ienarP  deb3  am0  fabric*"  to  qd  sit  de  eqa  lege  ^  1  ponde  4  iins 
Mu  ex?iore  *  1  qd  n^sit  ex*  illu  c'culu  1  ubi  air  ivent9  f8it 
feb'cator  1  c^stos  ej9  sint  I  mia  nfa  de  toto  catallo  suo.     K  si 
|'s  cambia9it  den  vl  argenl  ali*  q*  ad  cambiu  nf  m  4  salvo  cambio 
iSi  Can!  Arcftepi  Cane  4  tarn  cabiens  q&  reperiens  4  cu  eo  qd 
eambia9it  4  capiantr.     Et  assisu  f  qd  htts  capiat  ad  cambiu  g  liba 
h  fine  1  pro  argento  plus  vl  min9  qam  sex  den  de  lege  1  qd 
tfs  den  exeat  de  cambio  nfo  vl  dni  Cant  n*  sit  legal  de  vin-       %>x 
Mof.    K  inqfratr  p  liftos  1  leg  holes  i  civitatU>3  burgis  1  villis  %  % 
»i  Xpian9  vl  Juds  den  retoridit  j  \  qui  ivent9  f  Sit  retonsor  Xpian9      ^  x 
W  Juds  capiant1"  omia  catalla  sua  ^  1  corp9  suu  mittatr  i  p'sona       % 
pram  4 1  sit  i  voluntate  nfa  de  jus  tic  ia  faciendav     It  si  den  q1      ^v  >« 
f»o  sit  fonabiles  de  lege  *l  ponder  iventi  ffiint  i  manu  Judi     |Cy  * 
Iturifab1 4  vl  fflcatoris  fprinsceci  4  vl  Svientu  eog  ^  g»  fichandisa  ^1 
Istito  faciendo  t  assisu  f  qd  illi  i  quog  manu  ffiint  iventi  n!  !m 
id  victu  "l  vestitu  suu  emdu  ut  ^dem  f  capiatr.     T.  me  ipo  ap 
fVinton  4  xxvj.  die  Jan. 
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itfehtng  the  Coim  fed  hmtittltfeiMi  't*  Mi  ttMN- 

left**.  krthM«y«r  W^*«*e*»fc«'p*Hh!^^F  i 
,        Mint  -to  tike  tBuUp  <*  >ChiAe*Wr  *?•  >*lW;rtWfe 

>        chaagMatite  City  Of  WitalNtar  H1  "*  *»•  V  *™<1 
About  this  lime  die  M«fcy*fti  'AriMpeA^  ind 

by  Wfit)  *>>*»>**  «t  Wftittffillff.'bitilft^GfttoU 
z*>e  of  St  Dmn,  te>  wwte^»thtenkte*«B%VV<W>- 

they  «t*e  require!  to  fed!  •*■  Wftlf  ^K  'Ottfo '  iWI 
im«*«liit*lyv*«,  regeipy  ,#  *e  ^HUnt);  tttttxtaftri* 

mm  fell  the  W*)m»  «f  *«i**y^  ^^  Ot^^^wf 
time  *k*mm*>skm&i^e*t><XhiM^mti<y? 

to  be  present «t*im««rtW*ffl*.'  "t. «*•*  ■^i'-i  yik  VA% 

Ac  j  »f\Wiweb«fe»t  ^Eietfcr /OttclfejBaiil ,  tfrnWIrwr;* 
Rochester,  Ipwwsh,  Nomij^,^lM^iAbol8f ttfff/ 
C«t+ide,  NorthwBpton,  Qgftin);  8^.  Bdkittn^bwy.S 
-  «ikUUft»a»i»1ff<  '■  •«    *  <*<■ •  **■'  *■  ':*  ****-*':"  ■■'•*  **  *  % 

tee*  dnffehmt  CMss  «i*'Btfv^1  pewsewe*,  Ifcttfri 

i  Stem,  nib  anno  1805.  ,,.%»■ 

*  Qm£  •**.*).  «:<*.«»£  9e«Pa*c*l*t*eM<ftcstefMiBt. 
1  MikterVi  History  of  Winchester,  vol.  II.  p.  *6S.    &*?&*■ 

cowan oUTuwdmur iBpts ■  "w*  V"*K ■       '"'  "n  * 

a*.  Attttt.#ott  ».  6    fcWdo*,  f»t;  of  **clie4«er,  %>V  f.\r 

39eV  aot*  «>1li*^uhJttDHit  af'Stj  iMnfat  » -lie  HfteaSflS  diy  ' 

after'  the  fa*  of aMAiit^t   »  v-*"'"' 
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actually  delivered  a»t  fc>  Ahef^x«n4ithn«M9b|Nm>f, 
on  rseopd,  that  M»ey^wtM*>in*cb  at,^me?<ofi  item 
between  the  year*  fcsofl  «d*8i3i  iwfeet*  Eimsftc 
Archdeacon  of  Durhnqj^and  PhUip^  Vtecote  **k 
counted  to  the  King  tor  ^.lS.  1  I*.4>d.  **  the(  profit 
of  tbe  Episcopal  Mint  oat  Pm^4fn>  for  *k»«  ;ye*rs 
following  1209.  Tl^ger»N^»ttfien!v^d,Tandi»the 
King's  hands,  and  the»>two  psr*ona  wjere  Cmtates 
JSpfcotpfttua »♦  .  .   >  t,  .   ri  .    p.t<  ,  ,,t"  1 ,  f 

, ;  B^  notwithstanding  these  ^proofs  .  o?»*  Coinage 
toying  taken  pkt*^ /during  this  reign,  in  the  Eo£- 
Ufb  Mifitey  no  g^niaineCoinv^uediroHathem,  kw 
ysk  appeared,;  fell  those  which  teroe  taon  produced 
being  £ross  counterfeits  °. 

-  The  Coins  which  he  struck  in  Ireland,  after  his 
ftcoefsipQ,  tp  the  throne  of  England*  are/probaWy, 
,?c*  of .  earlier  date  than  his  eleventh  year,  lSfO, 
wbqn,  to  quiet  that  part  of  hi*  dominions,  he  wt fit 

quer,  vol.  I.  p.  644,  note  o. 

<*'  About  36  years  ago  one  was  exhibited  at  a  shop  in  Soiilh- 
waflc/^The  owner  kept-hfmsejf  concealed;  an$  tRfeCoiri  w^i  to 
be  deposed  of  by  an  auction  of  a  peculiar  fcind^in  whkhtaftti 
bidder  was  to  deliver  in  the  highest  sum  he  was  inclined  to  give, 
in  a  sealed  note.  The  -same  person  who  is  well  knttwn  to  have 
forged  the  English  Pennies  of  Richard  1.  was  declared  to  be  the 
purchaser  j  and  my  informant  hesitated  not  to  say>  that  he  was 
also  the  framer  of  it,  and  that  he  bought  it  in,  because  there 
was  no  other  bidder,' at'  feast  rib  other  person  was  ever  known 
to  have  made  an  offer.  Indeed  it  was  not  likely  that  any  one 
efce  should  have  bidden  for  it,  as  it  was  pronounced  to  be  spuri- 
ous by  every  "Medallist  wh'6  saw  it.  [From  the  information  of 
SatfetlfeV.  irJehaifc  !&tttngate.3'  *; 


1 .1 


JOMK.  5 1 


btfeta*  there  th*  exeomticft  <tf  *tigii«h  I  *#s  p.  ■- 
ir  ^it  jhtft  tiro*  Jbbtf  de<€tey,  Bish6p  of*  NtttvVidh, 
*tom  he  tad  ap£trihfttf*>  L&*d  fttstrceOtf  Irefctid, 
eaus*d>  the'  Pennies  of  that  Kingdom  to  be  corned 
aecoeding  to  the  SUiufarchrf  England,  hi»to&lAto 
tb#  Halfpennies  affdF^Mgij  M^iUiihe^rde^d  to 
be  made  round,  This*  Mtftity  tvas,  *  by  the-  lfcing*i 
cotntftandy  tfr  be  equally ^cwr^nt  4x>th  in  England 
end  Ireland S  and  the  Coins  of  each  Ktogflifcrfr  tf> 
\&  received  into  his  Treasury  without  4ktiA(e&on. 
Merita  thu*  prophesied,  **y  & Matthe*  Paris,  eotf- 
cwning  this  roundness  of  the  snmlter  Cmns*,  the 
repreeentatwt  of  Baiter  sh*H  be  divide  ^ttfCP  tatf 
$hall  be  round r.  *  ■  -         "-  \?-&l 

A  curious  circumstance,  which  happened'  tefrirds 
theater  end  of  his  reign*  is  highly  ctoraettffettek 
of  that  pusillanimity  and  irresolution  which  s6PoJfeA 
itsnrived  him  in  extreme  difficulties.  Immediately 
after  sentence  of  excommunication  was  pronounced 
against  hi  to;  at  Northampton,  A.  D.  1212,  by  Pan- 
4v»lph  and  Durand  the  Pope's  Nuncios,  he  ipom- 
raided  the  Sheriff  to  bring  before  him  all  the  <pr*- 
«mera«hich  were  in  his  custody.  Some  of  these  he 

. .  J  Holins^ed,  vol.  I.  Chronicles  of  Ireland,  p.  61.  In  August 
i£10  he  went  into  Ireland,,  where  he  made  new  Money,  et  39b- 
jejit^ibi  Reges  &  Regnum.     [Cbron.  Prioratus  de  Dunstapje, 

9  Does  nQt  this  provision;  justify  a  suspicion  that 'no  Coinage, 
to,  aqy  exteajt^ad  as  yet. taken  place  in  England  ?  ,  ot 

,  r  Mat.  Par^s,  $u^  angp,  We  have  seen  before,  in  the  rejgn 
°^ift?SP^»  an^f )ie^  s^posed  accomplishment  of  this  precjio- 
tion.  Merlin  having  very  wise^ajpa^np,  dates,  to  his  pr#pbp- 
ciesL  they  were  ready  to  be  fulfilled  at  any  sera.  See  also  under 
the  year  1278.  - 

£   2 


52  ANNALS   OF   T|HE   COINAGE. 

pjdere^  tp  be  hanged, ,  some  to  be  deprived  of  their 
e^,  anj£  the  feet  of  others  to  be  cut  off  AH  this 
wap  (fMCtlte^  in  tlie  presence  of  Paudulpb,  tohtt 
gfeat  dismay;  [and  was  probably  intended  bT|£W 
Ing^te  "^tj.midate  hp  frqm  continuing  hft^Mj- 
fe*J  arfJ  ny  :-ufl  /dl        vino  W  m,,,.  ,'  i;  ,!.,) 

counterfeited  the  Money,  whom  the  pLine  rComr 
ny>^ef  ^b^fa^ 

he  immediately  threatened  those  who  should  lay 
hands  on  him^tb  f^§9mmunication^  ap'ct  ,wept  oat 
in  search  of  #Anf)fafof,that  purpose*,  Xb,is:ajarmed 
the  weak  Mona«iu,wteo'followed  hinijieaideiivered 
the  Clerk  into  hfe>$3tfa\  thwbtr  ttriglftido'' 'justice, 
upon  him  ;  aTftf%ol'IsJttfti  my  Author,  he^waVset  at 
liberty.      '"'"f^,1/'  ;'w'/' 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  considerable  Coinage 
$SttWUpm\m\4,rV.-,-«\i,:-  il  ■■■:■ ,")  ,  A 

w^,  ~  raH  MnW  ?Aftij';?f^")fJsh»tiffflhi¥9'!SR8te# 

^_  u*-ml     His  title  upon  his  Coins  isjjfmlr.  mBA^tMjL^nf 
^^•^even  of  Ireland,  where  ^wer^ynjnted^,^ 

/«.«.  ^  <y<s<l;  ■  Annates  Waverlieusea,  p.  l)75;-n  Cteftttrj^feftlitelaiuilute, 
'■SfU-fa*^  in  his  Chronicfc,.(«irt'tcry  little  variation.     SigfL  6.  btf 
tgtr-HM,  %vny  *^(iiflaccooDWifiDuTham  Mint.  ,,  J         ,»| 

*.*  UfZLsLfi  a  *■*■  '7  Jqh-nwlA  ni  •  u     <       vm 

>fc  jL,^^Lj  x  O™  1*'* -Great  Seal  he  is  styled,  I     .avid 

A    ™       lOpANNeS  ;  D6I  :  GRATIA  :  R6X  :  ANTJU6  :  DOMINVS  ; 

*T  *^  pIBCRNie.—  lOp'S :  DV&  fffORMANNl^ :  ST  {'AbfrfctfNie: 
*?~yMl CQ«&  rArJ^A^e!l^ahdferfi  and^efl.}  •''1'^/W  * 
.  5w»,^  ^"ft^*4»  6~/&v„6. *tiu*L  *,&.  j^ /to-, $kitjLJ*i<b&B~' 
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!85n. 


**, 


.    TTO  7U0  BO  OT  \ 

Halfpenny  a  xfresXerit  an8  Cross  l^t&e,'  witha  sfriaH *,       ^ 
i&rln  S'tfSgfe  W  MIM^e?  tne  PkrflffiFT/  ,  . 

^Chinf^'^ 
ie  lirangie  Detore-iperuiqneci.  ' 

CANTERBURY.  LYNtf.  ^  ~       ^ 

IPSWICH.  WINCHESTER.  \^A  \    ^ 

I4^COtN. .  YORK*.  inr      ^e^f/^ 

No  Coins  from  these  Mints  haVe'eveiPb&fn tH§£&*-*?»«*  -<&*«., 
l^l'^Mr.^oWn3  sfysT*'t&;  feaH'of  Penigroke**^*  ^ 
MW'Sn" Mflp'nnyac3ta^t'tibri<3tei!f« -^Mf  'ofWs^  ^ 
Ifflfnif^iKoSHWnrlt  aoe^^nm'VpifegPiK^e^r^  ^ 
^aW^o^t'^oMgman^'lrisW  «*oney?°an^^  ** J 
thereWfr1 ^feyBl^tWai  terf Wrtti  ^as'WsnV-'^*^  * 
IMtfffeJ^tY&Pit?-    ■'',c0  *ifl  aoqu  »U"  S,H     '*"*'.  *• 


•°  $^Wm^%M^sMi^imim  waVtf  M4neP% 
^cotn^nWfoffiffi)^91^  <*>»*'*<*  »*  "^a 
.yioRi&cfaiflb-Miartfl^srere^t  -,   ,  ;■     ■^■l-n    i,  inA.  * 

Do  d  J  pie!     .rioiJEifiv  eijjil  f">D¥VWit..-»V,w.>>i(U'mri  '« 

DI.  n  ,  ,•  JniM  madiuODnrtto  o>fitlb&ft.J . 

.  > Dublin.  . ,.        .J.    ,   .  „  „ 

DIVE.    J  ,b3l(t«  =i  9ff  ifcy?    i,..'  iul  nO  x 

8WIMOO     3LK1/A     Z9H     AlTAHJ      Dtl     >3WAC[0' 

•9ficfelrtg^h'M-;&i/nAMaoift  ty&a  <  tjoi ._  Di/asarq 

Hist,  of  the  Exchequer,  vol.  I.  p.  738,  note  (w). 
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-ft*  whteh  th#foHo*tftfg>M<mey*fls  wefeJemplofWfr 

AR#BN1¥A1J>  ^    4         t    tofiULEUftM54»    >  i.  i         *(Ufi» 

aim,  WBfWr^i       -1 .,  t    H»Mto*  "Wi^W^ 

RODBERD T     .  . 


„       V        ->  .(.«*' 


HENRY   III. 

t  King  John  died  A.  p.  1216,  and  his  son  Henry 
III.  .was  plac&l  on  the  throne  at  the  tender  age  of 
niqe  years.     At  hjs  accession  the  Treasury  was  ex- 

austed,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  Kingdom  in  the 
possession  of  his  foreign  Enemies.  His  Father,  im- 
mediately ,hpfor$  hi^  death,  had  collected  a  consi- 
derable arrpy,  with  the  intent  of  fighting  one  gre^t 
battle  for  his  crown.  3ut  a  sudden  inundation  ^ 
stroyed  his  fprqes^a^d  deprived  bim^  by  the  anxiety 
which  this  loss  occasioned,  of  his  life.  The  loyalty, 
however,  and,  good. conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, the  guardian  of  Henry,  and  the  Protector 'of 
the  Kingdom,  quieted  the  extractions  of  the  Realm ; 
aqd  the  wisdom  aqd  virtue  of  one.  of  tm  >ucces3gj? 
in  the  Protectorate,  Hubert.de  Bwg*V  High  Jm&, 
ciary,  whose  counsel  was  chiefly  followed,  at  length 
placed  the  youthful  Monarch  firmly  on  the  throtie.  y 

Simon  pays,  that  Money  was  struck  in  Ireland  fn 
theye»r  12i7f  which  paust  hav^  beeivthe  fir?t  cyj 

b  Brand's  Jfot.^fJ^pa^ie,  v^l.^I,,p.^5w  y  ^  v    „ 
c  Id.  ibid. 
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second  year;a£lhe  Kiogw  But,  contrary  to  Jifr  uuwi  ^^^^ 
accuracy,  he  ha*  givea^no  authority  for  fhi$  a*»afr      ^  ^x 

Author.     He  supggflG&that  the  Coin*  JWH&ipf  ^^  I^/cI 
same  Mandar&m&taotiBHrf  the  1 1 th  <£■: Jebnb*i>i h         „        /  >* 

1220.     In   hist  fourth  year  a  Writ' ftStwd  ^^7/! 
chafing  the  tegtrnd  of  the  Coins  frotaf  iftfe  name^*  f*/^ 
of  King  John  to  that  of  Henry  III  *  *T^is  should^7^^^ 
seem  to  imply  a  Coinage  at  that  time;  I  do  not,^A*  £**-y** 
however,  think  that  it  took  place  then,  but  that  the^t**,  fa^ 
turbulence  of  the  early  pari:  of  his  reign  directed  the^^j^  w^ 
attention  of  the. Government  chiefly  to  the  arts  o£*\  14JX 
'War. *    ^ccprdiiigfy,  notwithstanding  the  reduced  *  ^  /*>/ 
state  of  the  Treasury,  ho  notices '\  oqcuir  of  any  at-  **,/<- x 

tempt  ito  sppplv  it  by  wording  theUflihlt  lentil  his  sixth  ,,'  * 
year,  wnep  preparations  were  made  For  a  Coinage,  7y 

as  it  should  seem,  of  considerable  amount.     At  that 
tim£;  oh'  tW  morrow  of  AsK -Wednesday ;  the 4&1-  ***"  &*^ 
KWffeg  persons  Wpre  sworo^1  before  the  yu^tifclafy4^-^^*  ^ 
[HuWt^e  feprgh]',  in  ffie^odH  of  &6he|^^/«^  *&"*' 
lli&^^^iitfs  Gol&mtfh,  i&T&refe  bther*,  ks^  c£*2£Ll 


his  hands,  by  a  TVVrit  directed  to  the  Mayor,  &c."  of*  L6ndbn, 
un^Tne^af  &  tlie  EaYroKt^Mttbke,  Protector  of  the*  King-  ^ 
dol^^ef^Ith^JH^s  4ea**a»  'tiot,tt*h  mad*.  [PaVl  nf<f  *"*"** 
lfl^Oft&j^   tte^ctiknge  w4»  aft  WWaj^gipnl^  by  ^he^King 
t0  WWfato  M*Jsf^*  J^ft  the  son  *gf  fJ}?,  JEarl  p^  JRpi^bro^e, 

durPgi^^fu,:t  >P?Vd-i<ni  >of  P^nsLto  Hubert  ^?  Burgh  ^y     ^^ 
500  Ma^ks,  to  sustain  xhe  Castle  of  Bover*tPat. l8  H.  lit  ihVs.]  T^  ~7^ 

In  t^anS*  sectfnd  year 'the  AfehlMo£  ^York-wis  dBo^red  to  w/fe##w^  *** 

have  a  Mint  in  his  City,  as  his  predecessors  were  accustomed  to  &*"-  a^C^ty 

hafe.  [Clans.  2  H.  ift.  ln.'*.'"Se*  ft^ofybf  ¥ork '^ftrt.]^/^  JLm+rAL 
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B«Wr>^id^V(?k'Klh^C^«e<teslCuffeoruffl«;  Mi«- 
.'*  X(Wnrt41itfh^^  ^ghtt)i«^r  waHng  roan* 

tmmtt&w*  m^'^bf  fwwtafpettHkvaw* 

-M~  -v  >     m  mSe  tfoln&r'fbr fctffcliiiigs*/  dftp^n&ifcdve'ttfe 
,    >    .»    e^ftf tlfeitehiefftfon«I,i?.  *     •' •«•••-   -i.  >      •  ••<•  ^ 

N  .  rtl^Ms-^^^ft.rtt1,'  WHi<*  is  iM^gtottPtltttfi' 

'  x ..  ' "  %  •  fl&ve'TO1  wWfti93H?  WW  «J8»nd^ wfcrrantt  «te 

"     *        inferetotiaV  &JCttitag^P  ftrge  e*fctif»  wtis  *t  «*tw 

"*"  *  iKjRflfeM:  ^iflJpressing1  a  ^considerable  quantity  d? 

^'tTh^Ptrtt/iffl^-I^W^e  ^ei^*l1stftg*tehe4 

ttfffie  tftfpWJ6tf 'We°Wefltfse/  aW'aflp^ifcrted  *el 
'  »* '  tffls  afiAe  ste^diHri'CoJha^^intt)  the  3^-^^ 

*«« :  •         of  this  Monarcti^WheV  Wwttl  be  seen,  a  conteider- 
•••■••-■     a^iAan^flW^i^WoVpttee;1^      s-t-v; 

^V*l"  tS^^lFpteWcomptfrwon  of  them  with  those* 

'  "^     * '   »  wbic'h  w&fe  dtrtft*  in  tKe  32d<  year  of  Henry  Hl£ 

.»'    /        and   whlcli  aW 'distinguished^ '  by  mime^als,  frow 

*  f  \  "*    Vh6se  'of  atiyJ«W^  Rvftg%r*Hg  same 'name,  wifl! 

****     '  &\npfet&fy  jti^fol  tWlf  preset  position.-  •  -«     *  -n. . 

<T^   ~    tr '^one  of  ihe^Halfpetfnletf  of  Farthings  have  yet 

'  v'  appeared,     JVIr.  Folkes  is  of  opinion,  that  few  only 

*  V  . . , .      6  Meroor.  6  H.  lit.  Rot.  3  b.    1Had<?x,  .Hist.  Excheq.  vol.  \^ 

page  &7. 
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a***siB^w*d^bfyl*§5ft  ^rtSPSttiteM^Jtohflie 

tended,  as  the  number  of  Pj»nafMsfif«rt»#»/rJ?, 

Ofe  j^iesr^th^lwgwi  <^W  ^^fe^^.^lv^e^^ 
aqfH  as  *b* oth#ifc  *£,»  s^^aeyeja^w*^^. 
^iMr^eik^i^d  **nsujfjeri  ^ear^  ^hjofji^jj 
and/Hifj^fia^iMwottM  hagfi^jjedjth^t  jfe$jj$g 
was,  by  many  of  thetn,  supposed  to  be  the  firs(  ^ba 
ooiowJr^alfpeff^, w*d  ^^bjffgs^.i^.^u^e,,  {Ms 
pA^f,ib^^giMi^t)^^t^(f)ie)grpunflH.  TJ^jflojt 
P9o^Wft^Mi^lmePis,  j^^e^ama^et^e^  ^ng 

type  at  the  great  Re-c«inageAnf^48,,v,  j,  }  ,  t 
1221-2.  That  ihs^/^u^.l^aj^enuiefl  a,nd,  Far- 
tt»i«g&  ,^er%^tu^ll^i^e^(f  ^s^^QJe^t  flija^f^iei 
fef>tfienptw  Pflsftipf^WWtofk^BOHgbouJ  |t^f^pg7 
d4M,  ia.^idpp*  frprn^a  %ifo  tjpajiflg  djjj£  op(Ijh.e. 

«64te  oflfifebwa^diniJMfto^ffl^.iyearit    ^  ft**- 
dfcwcte&tftiaUdifee.  Sherjgs^afjJ  wnwao^fyfan?  t° 
malce  proclajaa^^b^w^,  ftf^n  fofaKjfar 
Eaf  tgv,  walfol  fp^iy  >o&Earttyn£  f hou}^  JpDcjjrpent 

"  Folkes's  Tables  of  English  Coins,  p.  7,  trie  Antiquarii** 
©rtltiort.  »•  •<»  x1       H  See  Unilfci  tlje.y <-<«;,  J -2«ft.  t/0  ,,   .,  ,4 
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tmtosi'iOvwte  *oi*ridr^  *rid>  tfufcrroitthets  shtuld  be 
fmad  otj  received,  >«i  rfnui  nf  fad&tuvefc  *•  ™  -  :  c^ 
in  These  small  C5oins  rtenemot/tafcctK^wiHingiyy  op^at 
k^t  payn^ntaliiviEeMiiw  ww«  «^deoerf  as  mete 
advantageoa^ii  jK n  /     k>  to  en    •,i*j/      ,:  jo/- 

i»  L23I  0t?*Sfte*it)Va8  tiiaoghbroeeetaatfy,  ^aerr- 
4»  to  |>rooiire  a  aupplyi  of  BaHion  Jfor  the  Mints  of 
Ltttdon  ana(iGai*terbQrypfta«orfn«<thejex«hangie<)f 
Ptete,i&oi.'  <rf :  Sttar  oenttnrijrto  tfe*<Exehanges  in 
those*  4Ditietf£j  «••  *>i-    i*     ;     noiii  t<  .»*  - 

iaihis  rijtfh  yefcr<  <thevBatii&  i>f  tbe^Cjnqrie  Pbrts 
ofr  Yawnoath  itid>  Oaitwiehi  «w*  cram  tna  tided,  »by 
writxlated*  tautfae  -^Stli  ^of  Septwnben,  t<>  tiitqniie, 
amongstnothe? 'things,  aeiiceming  Ateliers  and*  clip* 
jKra  of  the  Gohi^  and  >fi*ohanges  raacteiwifchaat  the 
Ifcitfgf s Lidense m.  :-f  *».».♦■■  ^  ■  ?.-...  *  :..  *?;: 
- v«2f  7* -j  -Abdttt  ithifi?  >tn»e,  sayrGflafton,  a  Parlia- 
Il»lant»waafh6ldehat  Locwbn,  in  the  vdu£h  itwasc*- 
depkh  that  tbe  English  Grote  should  be  eoyoedr  *t<a 
certaine  weigh te,  and  bf  throne  dideJthe-Kirig'si  Pic- 
ture, and  on  the  other  side  a  Gross,  ag  large  fittty  as 
thfe  Grotd,  to  adrfoyid  clippyog n.  *  -<•--•. >n^  >"** 
•^Id^fc  ■  In 'his  12th  year  be  ordered  his  M  oneyvof 
Ibmfdeaux-  to ,be  coined i^eootadmg  to.  tbe  jjUndarA 

j  Claus.  6  H.  III.  m.  14.  dors.     <   ..    ^  .«*  -•  -t J    * 

^^husift  lc229tilfc  JCing  commimdeAthe  Treasurer,  &c.  :to 

piy  4o  A.  B*,  on  adoMint?  ofilfeejAipbbiahap  of  fioardeaiUM&Gfr 

ftfafe*  of-  Good-  Hfoaejv  wttiftHrtnHaiffciefttties.    [Ufeerrt.*$vHt  j 

III;* Oh  44  ]^*    -<  ;...*•  J.  8tow?»~ Survey ^  p.  3Mv<    |   ->  *>  »   « '  i*     ** 

1  to ^Pfryflrteo** Cookers »4th  Institute,  p:>  1501    ,    "*o    •  ♦       *  ' 

*'Chrorticfe;iPart  II.  «ofa>  anno  1227.  .Sea  a  mote  full  descrip- 
tion of  this  Coin,  from  tbe  same  Chronicle,  under  tfaeyosr  1249* 

©  Pat.  12  H.  III.  m.  2.  Aug.  2d. 
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M00.?  *  Tt*  payment  drf  Tenth*  to  itoChuich  of 
Rome  was  newnetfaotdel  with  .such ^severity  fcfaftt 
people'  irorfi r  oompeHed  tv  »borro«(  #Mioney  •  of  the 
UaiareB,  ndw.  came  xwar  *ritb  Stephen ->the«  Popdb 
Nuncio,  at "  the  rate  of  one  Noble  for  the  Joane  of 
twewtie^by  Ae  «orieth)Hr  >;Tbis  *aa  the  tirst  intro* 
duetiofo' of  'the  Cauitoini  ill  'England,  *v£ra>were  tsb 
c*a»rnudtoated  by  the  Bishop *oft  bteddtt  im  isjfflvi 
*  1*S^  !  Afltottor  attempt  to  prt«trtt»priiraLe  elrf 
changes  of  Silver  Bullion  was  made  in  the*  l6ih<yout 
of  i  thts  Kmog,  hmbdmit  4tafe<cdhrat»mled,  fey  Prodi  art  a- 
tion  tHiftH  Cities^  Borough«^8tci  &<fxtfcafcoo  perking 
ekher  Christian*  or  JewsJ  aatiatay  valued  theiobdvot 
and  their  chat4tefe,  shc*)tdr«in  fiiturd  presume  to  ea- 
change  Money,  either  nertr  orioM/thafc  is  >t©  sayy  ttem 
for  old,  or  old  for  new.  And  that  n<?otte?shotkl  bujl 
or  exchange  any  Sih*er/?exoept<  in  Ahti  King's  fix- 
cbaages:  Amd  +hatn«U  peraoHs^  oflfendmg -shoaW 
ibirfefe  body  and*  good  V  and  tbfcjMo&ey  and  Siker 
which  ahoiildfbe  found  upon  them r.'  «:".jh 

♦  r-  1^7  or  183&.  About  six  years  after  this  it  be- 
came convenient  to  9196:  some/  Money  from  "the 
JewA,  arid  therefore^  suspicion  of  unlaw*fill  practices 
about .  the  jGoiu  nmt  hinted*  <  They<*ppi?ar .  to  Jba*e 
understood  the  intention  of  the'hitft^Utid?  therefore, 

P  Holinshed,  vol.  II.  p.  21i.  .      P 

*  ^  Id.  p.  919..  Bee  Mat.  Pans,  sub  anno  i£35>  who  calls  them 
{testis  abominanda}  and-aays,  iin  sil«sion.A0.fthe  name  by  which 
ttay^verexatii&i,  <(  me  Cawsini,  quasi  caugHttes»  vebespieutaft 
&  ursini  nuncuparUun"  ,  Jhey  jwer©  banished  abo*4  .tjie.jeaf 
1340,  but,  being  the  Pope's  Money-changers,  were  suffered  Co 
return  in  the  year  1250,  ?nd  were  again  expend  in  a  short 
time  afterward*.    ■  ,  <,,iji,        ,  x 

«"  Pat.  16  H.  III.  m.  2.  Ui     ,i    fcl  *4  ,y^ 


li)  .   ill    rw*n 
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,m  fbobxi?tni  tauiblf2  noon  iuq  idtuBiUsi  mv    <#!*, 
as  a  body,  were  charged  with  ft  fine  oione  hundred 

pounds,  that  all  Jev 

*o  fmopai  no  ^priBi 
the  oath  of  lawful  I 

lUfifrS'j  &  oj  aiow  ^ajjmsDioxj  joamti  cj  »am  Ui?  at 
due,  manner,  should  be  convicted  ot  chppipg,,  rop- 
yd  bonoienoqu  9fgfiw  »j  fiu  ;•,  upM  uUntf 
Ding,  or  harbouring  ot  clippers  or  robbers,  might 
yncBsso'yje.ni  hsffiSgsi^JWupo  ;t  ij//j|  />mHrr 
be  banished  out  or  the  Realm,  never  to  return  tru- 
th      ad-a*     *  •cilgi'4*"! 

D9aqiB  9di#  iooriou  sd  Tjlnorfojjfi  vm  'if    vts  ;AnI 

As  no  further,  proceedings  are  on  .record,  it  islp 
jnima  j:.  i^luiu  b5^9n*ji  bn>  .iu,  r>>»u  >  >j.  //. 7*»an" 
be  presumed  that  the  fine  was  the  principal.  iT  not 
Y-nPflX*/  feiu  lou  *iYB.iJ  9jy*niAjJ  /uu  ll1*  Vmiot 
the  only,  object  in  this  transaction  \ 


tne  vrorKers  in  uoia  ana  pnver  mpae  it  necessary 
to  prescribe  some  .regulations  for  their  trade ;  oe- 

rtTH>  -    U     "  ♦  ..A  ''H^U  Y^iIil31_0;1ll'IIlJIJ'f-ilH      f)'X    J  .i.Mi 

cause  the  mixing  too  miidn alloy  in  the  composition 
of  these  wanes  naturally  tendecLlo  eucrfurage  the 

melting  dovtoi  ot  the  Money,     it  was.  in,  consc- 

*  v^r  .  Jo,W  *-  /a  nohnoJrip  lov^L/l  &  uvli^tn 
quence,  at  this  time  ordained  that  no  one  should  u$e 

ttf   4>wfrjj><<^     ().  J!  fifty  lftfc&,i?  .11  ili      Jill    tpiiJ.-i.  Jfl' 

any  (jroldpf.wbicli  the  Mark  was  not  worth  opeiiuq- 

dred  Shillings  at  the  least  \  .nor  any  Silver  worse 

d  Boifmj  .^  'f?i/f  ub  Jed;  fuf>d?  1  n#.^  bu«  f*U*£ 
than  the  Standard  of  the  Coins.     Jlhere  were  Iik£ 

j<*ax>  iu     rn  mj   '-*  biisq  t>d  *  J  y  uoR   io  *uU8  o^-r- 

MiBW  9M#eJoD|iwifchvteM»  Jtab  expr&sfed  4pncernin£  tlfc 

which  was  first  brought  to  light  by  Dr.  Tovey.  In  the  35th  of 
Henry  III.  Writs  were  directed  to  thg  ^er^  gf  ^acj^j^guptyj 

MSpaHg^t^m^^  dgtjtfi  %%$£**&>  fewh  o§°»>fiyery 
f°ffiBi^«5  ^TRSGacsdar  &Rp  spkjt^  R**1*^  rase-W5*' 
.ftftsg  wft*«!  ffciTfA  sfflp^rpg^a  wps«  f^o¥9?m: 

as  well  as^^jn^^r^t^afe^^^^i^^  to  rurnfc^him 

wife8fenml^lai»Mfl[^?o98rw.F^  P»!  rigid^  e^acterf 
from  them.     [Anglia  Judaica,  p.  HO.] 


wise  wme  restraint*  put  upon  gilding,  intended,  no 
taTDfiuiI  9no  10  sad  b  tIJiw  bagjfirb  ffpw  ./bod  jt  ?a 
doubt,  to  lessen  the  consumption  ot  the  precious 
jioqij,d9:rf£]Jj?9iipni  ytf  oil*  .Jaw-sT  Ik  tiiiij  \ibti\oa. 
metals".  This  is,  the  first  instance,  on  record,  dj 
:9dJo  .  i  iQ  .?wdl|  bnAfWMifrii-uJIi  Iirt//BT Id  ium  jdJ 
an  attempt  to  reduce  Uoldsmilns  work  to  a  certain 
qo-! ,  liumqna  Jo  batjivnpD i.-jd  blunrfe  .1  xtm.fii, sub 
suuidard,  and  to  prevent,  the  waste  occasioned  by 
■OjUfli   .-laudoi    ilt  BTKiqip   to  yiinytu.lir.d  10  .juiiO 

ft^)^or?ovWli?a,5Bm,,,I?i'^3,s» 

.  ..  1     •  '  ,  .   ijHBap  '*>iU 

In  1242,  if  my  authority  be  correct,  the  cupped 
,L-,[  ti  nSio'j-TL.nti  aif-  ^yrLift'j'i'njKi  ,i  ifRinT  on  ?A  • 
Money  .was  called  .in,  and  renewed  under  a  certain 
„.,j  T:  ',1.  jj 3111:10  ')lv  &&•»  oqrt,  31  u  ibi'I  ("tmuiuiq  *J 
form*.  Of  this  Coinage  I  nave  not  met  with  any 
,  .         ."iioij'juSJu'O  »idFin  1vi<!o  r  vino  3d) 

other  notice  whatever.   .     .       ,  :.,.      - 

In  the  same  year  the  run"  is  said  to  havejsken 

with  him  into  .Normandy  a  large  sum  01  his  JSter- 

,j'i  .  'A'jit  ii  ■  -     ■   "H'„'.,'fi    ,    adnaggruoi 

hne  Coin,  amounting  to  thirty  barrels,  each  baYrel 

OP  ?(>f}U-  >'>  '  .  fl     ,\  j°     ,  'III  9llt  9?Ofl:» 

containing  ore  thousand  Marks)'.  ,    „ 

AT    >'!■■  "uFaa  .      .,■■        ;    .■  ,  w/t  ^a^ilj   lo 

1245.     This   Money  being  .expended,  he  com- 

manded'the  Mayor  of  London,  by  a  Writ  dated  on 

the  24tn  rm  June  in  his.2<idi  year,  to  asseoSoIe  afl 

the  Italian  Merchants z,  wlio  exchanged  Money 10/ 
,-ixiv/   T-.iTir  .    „  r,  '   -'.11    mi      ...    nnlmr.Tvmb 

gain,  and  to  inrorm  them  that  tlte  K-inor  jequired  a 
MIT-jit*  3-i'j  ,-,  \  "    1     T    .,    &*  «n   naif 

large  sum  or  Money  to  be  paid  by  them,  in  const- 

tetf'mtf  <!ffi,F9f'ftn9f,*»'rrT>dfl  *J,ii;fei'1^h<»^ 
ried  on  in  England,  and  their  gain.tf>)5  eKubapgHigi 
M  *«rTefa»*d-*l»i«,'  **>}>  w«M*t»q<iit.'til>e  Kaolhi, 

WflB  Sll1rtBn'icllMfa»rViffiin'°ir,cW4ir!',tite«''liS- 
•o  ihcS  uriJ  nl     .v37oT  .id  (d  lil^i!  o)  ti[grjc nd  Jaifl  tw  ibiitw 

WeAdt'JS'B.'ftK'tf.  8!"  "'  ■"""'I' '«« ■'"'"  "I  V«'K 

■"'fnemv.'Hm  ■m4miS'iJtflffii'W4i,wlien«1'«S"i(e- 
i»tacH"«S  wkMsi'miD  Awia  .is'mf  taKraaimjiBQ 

ttwMAWwseatot'fitfTOAiHu*;  «AWti«  fcsbu 

ejrrfeiWPWHBIPl  M.WWd<:ih:rtag*U*tal<r»aB.''#*U 

""'Tt^I'MtilM  in  MT»orMMBrestari»ifl<S&*  » 


fife  ANNALS   tiT  ttifc  COINAGE. 

poi^teri^  fTte  Ma^w,  o«>gtt*»riWttfe  thfc  'Other 
persons  ttonunissioneflt  with  him  to  conduct  this 
business^  were  tot^totrf  to  the* Kingman  aocoankof 
«faer  pr«grtss  they)  had>  ttritfd,  o*  tfurVigHf  c€  St 
Pbter  asd  St.  HtaK  *i  *h.  -i  i«-  ■"  :«  : •• 
^Tiie'Kin^s  necessities  appeitf  to  <  have  beeir  very 
ungeat*  from  ho  short  a  period  *s  five  days  only 
feung  been  adtowecbbefenpthe  return  to  the  Wfrifc1 
^  1^47 1  Sdwi  afiw  this,  hcweire^  we  .fimHitth 
giving  large  mt^tls  of  Sterling  Money  to  bis  hate 
brother  Guy  de  Lucignan  b,  mwl  tto  >Bald*rin  «fimi- 
perof  <rf  GoraUnlinople  j  at  *hieb  time  4he- Money 
•fens  s«x  exftremeJy  reduced  by t  the  vtW  practice  of 
©fipping*  tharfriir  the  Ordfer  Jt»  the  Treesnrer  for  the 
payment  of  the  Utter  gift  it  was  expressly  4em* 
wadded*  to  be  <  made  ofvthe  best  Money  he  had* 

The  persons  who  had  thus  diminished  the  Coins 
weed  chiefly  Merchants  t>f  those  countries  which 
botrfored'  upon ^England,  afc<t<  move  especially  1  of 
Fhroders*  By  them  the  Money  wa*  so  *tipped4£iet 
the  whole  of  the  lettenr  was  eut  -away,  and  erew  the 
i oner  ci  rcl e  Was  scarcely  left  entire  4.    Their  offimee 

a  Claus.  $9  H.  III.  m.  7.  June  24/ 
' ' '  b  Holinshed,  vol.  II.  p.  540. 

'<  *  liber.  31  H.  HI.  to.  8;  April  50.  Madofc,  Hat 'E&fej. 
voLI.  p.  391. 

,  <*  It  was  so  clipped  that  in  20  Marks  scarcely  20  Pennies 
could  be  found  which  were  not  so  diminished  that  three  of  them 
were  not  equal  in  weight  to  two  unimpaired  ones.  [Anna]. 
Waterl.  p.  tor,  ariho )lUf]'  l!  ' 

Wikes  says*?  that  the  old  Money  was  &  fcfipjfed  ftaf  ft  w*s  of 
no  value,  and  that  the  taking  it  was  forbidden.  [1547,  p.  4?.] 

Stow,  that  it  was  so^ore  clipped  tkfot  it  was  thougnt  good  to 
change  the  same,  and  make  it  baser,  and  that  new  stamps  were 
cut  aid  sent  to  all  the  Mints,  [sub  anno  1247.] 
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had  hifebcrto»b#eniifto»  noticed  atVjfowgn  ComUria* 
than  in-  England,  and .  bad  been  mope  *emwdy*fm 
nishfid  in  France  than  m  thei  k»i«)  try,  whose  Gom 
was  *b tw^ofrupteoL  Bartr£h*>* rfmerhad  nop  growftft 
to  such  an  height  that  it  became  abetiHiteJytoecessafy 
to  >apply  some  temodycApscheok  therevH* *  »  A  fidhev 
ral  Council,  therefore*  of  all  the  Nobles  of  Enghqpd} 
Bishops,  EarU,  aad  Ikrons,  tfhick  was  held  beta* 
theriRing*  at  Oxford,  d^tiberatedtfvhetter  it  **duld 
not  be  expedient,  to  alter  either  -  the  form  cyr?  &f 
fineness /of  the.  Moneys  when  tt  wits  determined* 
by  those  who  wew « isfcil&ii  in  suofoaf&irs;  thaty** 
the  matter  of  th*  *  Money,  and  noMhe^4brra,  had 
been  debased*  the <inort -effectual '  remedy  would-  to 
analteration  of  the  Standtg-du  of  which  there  wert 
many  examples  inlthr Money  of  ^France,  *nd:o£ro* 
riousnrther  Cwn  tries  V>     &*.  *  -*  <  <  <x ..-: ..■;.      i 

About  the  •  middle  of  <tho  same  year  the  King 
granted -to  his  brother  the  Earl  of  Cornwall  the  pet 
i&fege  of  making;  new  A&mey,  in  the  Ring's  namd, 
kh  England,  Ireland*  and 'Wales  for  the  term?n£ 
twoli«>  years*;  on  condition  ^hat^the  Ring  enckhis 
Heirs  should  have  one  half  of  the  profit  of  the  Ex- 
change and  Money;  the^Earl  ar^d  his  Assign?,  cor 
Executory  tp  tafee  ifae  o^beq*  moip ty.  m  It  was  also 
provided  that,  before  any  division  of  the  profit 
should  be  ttiacte/fhe*  said  Earl  should  receive  so 
much  iii  number  of  the  Tnew;  Money  as  he  bad 
caused  to  be  made  of  his  old  JVlooey.  .  The  j^g 
likewise  engaged  that  a.  compliance  with  the  Lows, 

1     '     •  «  Mftt?H|li&  pl$30;  8£  r   ■♦  •    r;  two*2 


/*/.!>. 
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&c.  relating  to  the  Money  shook)  be  enforced  during 

that  period f. 

/t  It  waa  also  commanded  by  Proclamation,  which 

*cc*/vt/  .Mf*  the  Mayor,  &c.  of  London  were  ordered  to  make, 

Am+Gi  /t*     that  tbe  King's  common  Money  should  be  current, 

»/u^A^t  and  on  no  account  be  refused.     And  that  if  a&y 

ttfi/Ur  Jh€j6**G*e  should  offer,  either  in  buying  or  selling,  any 

/tff*,.  /         clipped  Penny  or  Halfpenny,   it  should  imaiedi- 

Jt/.^fe^.    ately  be  bored  through,  in  whosesoever,  hands  it 

should  be  found  ?. 

.  Although  the  Grant  to  the  Earl  of  Cornwall 
bears  date  on  the  37th  of  July  1247,  yet  it  appears 
that  nothing  was  done.  untiUthe  following  year, 
when  the  Coins  were  found  to  be  so  corrupted  and 
debased  by  the  Clippers  and  Counterfeiters,  that 
neither  the. English  themselves,  nor  even  their  for 
reign  neighbours,  could  any  longer  endure  it  \ 
Proclamations  were. therefore  made  in  Cities,  Bo- 
roughs, Fairs,  and  Markets,  that  no  one  should  give 
6r  receive,  either  in  buying,  selling,  or  exchanging, 
any  Money  not  of  lawful  weight,  or  not  round  ;  and 
that  they  who  transgressed  this  order  should  be 
punished  K      These    Proclamations  seem   to  have 

f  Pat.  31  H.  III.  m.  1.    Mat.  Paris  and  Wikes  speak  of  this 
•2/.  $/  &*~  &  §F*nt  **  *f  *t  were  made  in  the  following  year,  1248. 
a    -^  i  Clans.  31  H.  HI.  m.  5  dors. 

b  Mat.  Paris,  p.  648.    Hit  account  of  the  state  of  the  Coins 
u+jk,  a,  /*•*-=  jn  ^^g  go  ppocjg^y  resembles  that  which  has  been  givea  by 

*<££«•  ^^^'other  historians  under  the  date  of  1247  [see  p.  353],  that  there 
<  ^uV  *y~+iM  can,  be  little  reason  to  doubt  but  tha^the  same  facts  are  intended. 
/*U>L*t>-+v  .'&'-■  He  says  it  was  clipped  nearly  to  the  inner  circle,  the  legend 
^.    ^  ^vtJ^BS  ^ther  entirely  destroyed  or  greatly  defaced. 

*  The  Proclamation*  alluded  to  by  Matthew  Paris  commanded 
^a+**A,      ***-  --  q^  no  clipped  Money  should  be  current,  and  that  if  any  should 
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been  but  little  attended  to  ;   for  Letters  ^landatojry 
were  directed  to  aji  the  Sheriffs  on  this  side  Trent, 
except  the  Sheriffs  or  Hereford.  Salop,  and  StafT 
ford,  which  stated,  that,  npt withstanding  the  Kiftgfr 
command  to  the  contrary,  they  had  suffered  (as  t$£ 
Ring  had  been,  informed)  the ;,  plipp^  l^^^^f^  fe 
current  in  their  jurisdictions.  f  jPythes^  £f  tt^rs  ;$k 
King's  orders  were  again  enforced,,  a^  tjje  $herijF| 
were  commanded  to  make  Proclamation,  through- 
out the  whole  of  (heir  Bailiwicks,  thpt  no  clipped 
Money  should  be  current  after  that  tirne.    -If^ny, 
should  T>e  found,  the  Sheriff  w$s  ordered  fp  bpre  it» 
through ;    and  he  was  ordered  to  Jcaiis^  aJl  Ex^ 
changers  of  the  sam^  tp  be  arrested,  thai;  their  bodies 
might  be  forthcoming  at  the  King's  fompi^iidkv 
Diligent  search  was  made  for  the  discovery  pf  falsi- 
fiers, that  they  might  suffer  consign  punishment* 
according  to  law.      On  inquiry  it  appeared  thjat  the 
Jews,  the  infamous  Caursini,  and  certain  Flemish 
Merchants  of  the  Staple,  were  guilty  of  that  crjfl*e.. 
The  King  of  France  also  caused  all  offenders  iix  tHis » 
kind,  who  were  found  within,  Jus  dominions,  tf)  be 
hanged,  and  their  bodies  exposed  on  gibbets1. 
This:  corruption  of  the  Money,  and  the  distresses 
. '. .  '     ' .      -..-...,     -  ^ ...'..'  .  -      •   -    '  • 

in  future  be  found,  it  should  be  bored  tbrotigb,  and  returned 
to  the  owner.  ]t  also  was  ordered  that  all  heavy  and  good  Pen- 
nies and  Halfpennies  **f  the  old  Money,  not  being  clipped/ 
should  be  current  and. have  coufse  with >the^  new  Money y  and 
not  be  cefused;  The  bodies  of  offenders  to  be  attached^  in  order 
to  their  being  punished.  [Pat.  0%  H.  HI.  m.  4,  as*<3anfe32 
H.IIJ.  m.  17.]  .'•.-;     ^  ..>%*>■      •. -»i.  1.    y\. 

k  Clauses  Hv  111.  m.  IC,  Mat.  Pads  hat  ^en  one  <if  these 
fetters,,  dated  in  &e  f ottowivg  yeav,  p*tK»0;^  « 

t  Mat  Paris,,  p.  648. 

VOL.  II.  "  F 
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of  the  people  in  consequence  of  it*  unquestionably- 
hastened  on  the  new  Coinage,  for  which  the  po- 
verty of  Henry's  Treasury  was  but  ill  prepared.  But 
this  step,  and  the  crying-down  the  old  Money, 
which  were  intended  to  relieve  his  subjects  from  the 
evils  necessarily  attendant  on  the  circulation  of  light 
and  base  Coins,  brought  upon  them  others  almost 
equally  grievous.  The  Proclamations  which  for- 
bade the  currency  of  the  old  Money  raised  the 
Quarter  of  Wheat  to  the  enormous  price  of  more 
than  twenty  Shillings ;  and  when  the  new  Coins 
were  issued  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
them,  as  Exchanges  were  established  in  very  few 
Cities.  Nor  was  the  mode  of  exchange,  when  it 
could  be  effected,  less  oppressive  ;  for  only  ah 
equal  weight  of  new  Money  was  given  for  the  old, 
and  from  every  pound  was  deducted  thirteen  Pence 
for  Moneyage,  or  the  expense  of  Coinage  t  to 
which,  if  the  labour  and  loss  of  time  in  waiting 
many  days  at  the  Tables  of  the  Exchangers  be 
added,  scarcely  twenty  Shillings  were  gotten  where 
thirty  should  have  been  received,  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  the  people  n. 

This  Money  differed  from  the  old  in  two  re- 
spects ° ;  namely,  that  the  double  Cross  was  extended 

m  By  reason  of  the  embasing  of  the  Coin  a  great  penury  fol- 
lowed.    Stow's  Summarie,  p.  99*  London,  1593. 

u  Mat.  Paris,  p.  649v 

o  The  Annals  of  Waverley  give  a  somewhat  different  account 
of  these  Coins.  They  were  made  out  of  the  clipped  Money ;  and 
the  Circle,  Cross,  Letters,  and  Portrait,  extended  every  way  to  the 
extremity  of  the  circumference,  so  that  it  could  not  be  dimi- 
nished without  the  loss  being  evidently  apparent  [sub  anno 
1247]*    It  is  extraordinary  that  both  the  Author  of  these  An- 
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to  the-  outside  of  the  circle  which  contained  the  le- 
gend, and  that  it  was  distinguished  either  by 
Roman  numerals,  or  by  terci,  from  the  Money  of 
the  two  preceding  Monarchs  of  the  same  name  ; 
but  in  weight  and  type  it  remained  nearly  as  before. 
Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  the  King's  brother, 
perceiving  what  immense  advantage  accrued  from 
the  mode  of  exchange  now  practised,  was  eager  to 
partake  of  the  profit,  and  therefore  (like  another 
Jacob,  a  supplanter,  as  my  Author  calls  him)  de- 
manded of  the  King  the  re-payment  of  a  large  sum 
which  he  owed  to  him.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
King  pleaded  his  poverty,  and  the  occasion  which 
he  had  for  Money  to  protect  his  foreign  dominions, 
for  the  Earl  continued  obstinately  to  press  for  pay- 
ment, until,  by  persevering  importunity,  he  ob- 
tained a  Grant,  for  seven  years,  of  two  thirds  of  the 
profits  of  this  Coinage,  in  full  satisfaction  of  what 
was  due  to  him.  By  this  he  gained*  twenty  thou- 
sand Pounds  p. 

nals,  and  also  Matthew  Paris,  should  have  omitted  to  state  the 
most  remarkable  particular  in  which  tjhese  Coins  differed  from 
all  which  had  preceded  them ;  I  mean  the  distinction  of  nume- 
rals, or  words  equivalent,  to  show  to  which  king  of  the  name 
of  Henry  they  belonged.  ., 

P  According  to  Wikes,  the  King,  perceiving  how  much  his 
People  suffered  from  the  want  of  current  Coin,  borrowed  of  his 
brother,  Earl  Richard,  a  large  sum  of  Money,  and  appointed 
an  Exchange,  and  caused  Money  to  be  coined,  not  only  in  the 
larger  cities,  as  had  been  usual,  but  also  in  every  town  through- 
out the  kingdom.  To  Earl  Richard  he  gave  a  grant,  by  which 
lie  was  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  Money  he  had  advanced  out 
of  the  profits  of  the  Exchange,  not  by  weight  only,  but  in  num- 
ber, and  beside  this  a  moiety  of  the  yearly  income,  by  which 
the  Earl  gained  very  considerable  sums.  [P.  47 >  anno  1248,] 

F  2  ' 
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He  afterwards  obtained  >from  the  King  Letters 
Mandatory  that  no  clipped  Money  should  be  re-  _ 
ceive<k:  and- that  all  8»uah  as  was  diminished  should 
be.bpred  through  ;  and  if  aijy  Exchanger,  in  any 
jjjjace,  should  be  found  giving  two  Pennies  for  one, 
or  three  for  t^  fhatheshpuld,be>  seiaed,  and  pu- 
nished'by  fine  and  bodily  chastisement,  as  a  traus~ 
gjres^pr  of  the  King's  command  *.  .  . 
v  T^hese  Letters  were,  further  enforced  by  a  Writ 
.directed  to  the  Treasurer  and  Barops  of  the  Exche- 
quer, commanding  them  to  inquire  throughout  the 
,Kjngdom,for  any  persons,  either  Clergy, or  ,Laity, 
wjho  had  held  Exchanges  of  the  King's  Money  with- 
out  license,  to  the  injury  of  his  Exchange;  and  to 
apprehend  all-  who  should  be  found  guilty,  and 
bring  them  before  the  King,  wherever  he  might  be> 
.pn  #ie  i^orrow  of  the  Holy  Trinity r, 
,    The  newly-made  Money,  notwithstanding  what 

Hie  Mints  for  this  great  Coinage  were  at  Bristol,  Winchester, 
Hereford,  Newcastle,  Nottingham,  Carlisle,  Shrewsbury,  Wil- 
ton, Wallingford.     [Mr.  North's  MS.] 

I  know  not  Mr.  North's  authority  for  these  Mints.  -  If  his  list 
were  taken  from  the  Coins,  it  is  very  imperfect,  and  may  be 
thus  enlarged.    Those  marked  +  are  omitted  by  Mr.  North.   . 
f  Canterbury.  f  Durham.        +  Northampton, 

t  London.  +  York.  +  Norwich, 

t  St.  Edmundsbury.    f  Gloucester,     f  Oxford, 
f  Biddeford.  Hereford.  Shrewsbury, 

t  Taunton.  t  Hchester.    .       Wilton.  h 

Bristol.  f  Lincoln.  '  Winchester. 

•  »  -  • 

Carlisle.  Newcastle,     f  Hedley.        +  Exeter. 

I  have  never  seen  a  Penny  of  the  Nottingham  or  Wallin^ford 
Mints,  nor  does  any  such  appear  in  Mr.  North's  two  Plates, 
q  Mat.  Paris,  p.  649.    . 
r  Claus.  32  H.  III.  m.  12. 
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was  detefnrtnedlnithe  Gterifefal  Cocmeil  held  m  the 
year  1247,  respecting  the  alteration  of  the  Standard, 
appears  to  have  been  6f  the  ftnertess  of  Steriit^j  and 
of  the  old  weight.  A  trial  both  of  that,  and  also'of 
the  old  Mcwey,  was  ordered  to  be  made,  before  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  about  the  beginning  of 
this  year*.    '  .    > 

In  the  following  year,  1249,  according  to  Grafton, 
"  the  King  summoned  a  Parliament  at  London,  in 
the  which  it  was  enacted,  that  a  Coyne  of  a  certeine 
weight  of  Silver  called  a  Grote  sh6uld  be  stamped, 
and  that  it  should  have  on  the  one  syde  the  Picture'of 
the  Kinged  face,  and  on  the  other  a  Crosse  extended 
in  length  to  the  extreme  parts  thereof,  to  the  entent 
there,  should  be  no  deceyt  used  by  diminishing  or 
clipping  the  same."* 

1250.  About  this  time  the  King  extorted  Money 
from  the  Jews  without  mercy,  taking*  from  them 
even  all  that  they  had  deposited  in  their  Treasury,** 
so  that,  apparently,  they  were  entirely  and  irreme- 
diably impoverished.  But,  says  Matthew  Paris, 
though  he  could  make  them  wretched^  yet  he  could 

•  Claus.  32  tf.  III,  m.  13.  dors.  See  the  Trial  of  the  Fix, 
*ub  anno. 

*  Chronicle,  sub  anno.  See  an  account  nearly  similar  to  this 
in  the  year  1228.  I  have  preserved  both  these,  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  lead  to  the  illustration  of  a  Coin  much  exceeding  the 
Penny  in  size,  which  Mr.  North  has  represented  in  the  second 
of  two  Plates  engraved  by  him  to  accompany  a  Dissertation  on 
the  Money  of  Henry  III.,  which  he  intended,  but  never  executed. 
I  have  copied  the  figure  in  Plate  II.  of  the  Supplement,  Part  II. 
No  23,  but  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  Coin  itself,  nor  is 
it  known  to  any  Medallist. 
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not  make  them  poor,  for  they  were  counterfeiters  of 
the  Money  and  of  Seals  u. 

In  15*51  the  Grant  to  the  Earl  of  Cornwall  was 
renewed,  so  far  as  respected  Ireland,  for  twelve 
years,  from  the  Nativity  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  \ 
And  in  consequence  there  were  Pennies  and  Half- 
pennies struck  in  that  Kingdom,  in  order,  it  is 
thought,  to  pay  the  large  and  frequent  subsidies  then 
demanded  of  the  Irish  by  Pope  Innocent  IV  x. 

1257.  His  41st  year  is  remarkable  for  the  first 
Coinage  of  Gold  in  this  Kingdom,  of  which  any  au- 
thentick  records  can  be  found,  and  it  is  extraordinary 
that  it  took  place  in  the  height  of  his  distress  for 
want  of  Money.  This  event  is  related  in  a  MS 
Chronicle  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  the  City  of 
London,  which  was  probably  written  at  the  time, 
as  the  transactions  are  brought  down  only  to  the  year 
1267.  The  writer  says  that  in  this  year  the  King 
made  a  Penny  of  the  finest  Gold,  which  weighed  two 
Sterlings,  and  willed  that  it  should  be  current  for 
tw.enty  Pence  z. 

On  the  16th  of  August  a  Writ  was  issued  com- 
manding the  Mayor  of  London  to  proclaim  in  that 
City,  that  the  Gold  Money  which  the  King  had 
caused  to  be  made  should  be  immediately  current 
there,  and  elsewhere  within  the  realm  of  England, 
in  all  transactions  of  buying  and  selling,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  Pennies  of  Sterlings  for  every  Gold 
Penny ;  and  that  the  King's  Money  of  Silver  should 

u  Matt.  Pferis,  p.  674.  *  Pat.  35  H.  III.  m.  9. 

V  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  13. 

z  De  antiquis  Legibus  Liber,  extracted  by  Dr.  Ducarel. 
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be  current,  as  it  had  been  heretofore  B.  But  scarcely 
had  this  been  proclaimed,  and  the  Coins  begun  to 
circulate,  when  the  City  of  London  made  a  repre- 
sentation against  them  b,  on  Sunday  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, and  obtained  from  the  King  another  Pro* 
damation,  to  declare  that  no  one  was  obliged  to  take 
them,  and  that  whoever  did  might  bring  them  to 
his  Exchange,  and  receive  there  the  value  at  which 
they  had  been  made  current,  one  Halfpenny  only 
being  deducted  from  each  ;  most  probably  for  the 
expense  of  Coinage  c. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  dislike  of  the  Citizens 
of  London  to  this  new  Money,  it  continued  to  be 
current  for  some  years  afterward,  as  appears  from 
Records  of  the  44th,  49th,  51st,.  and  54th  years  of 
this  reign  d.  In  the  49th  year  it  was  raised  from  its 
original  value  of  20  Pence,  to  24  Pence,  or  two 
Shillings. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  its  circulation  any 
lower,  or  to  ascertain  whether  further  alteration  in 
its  current  value  took  place  after  the  54th  year. 
This  piece  was  properly  a  Ryal,  and  the  first  of  the 
sort  coined  in  Europe.,  the  Petit  Ryal  of  Philip  le 
Belle  being  much  in  imitation  of  it,  and  he  was  the 

a  Claus.  41  H.  III.  m.  3. 

b  Carte  says  the  reason  for  this  is  not  stated.  It  was  proba- 
bly on  account  of  their  great  value,  which  must  have  made 
them  highly  incdnvenient.  % 

c  Carte,  vol.  II.  p.  3. 

d  Snelling's  Introduction  to  a  View  of  the  Gold  Coin  of  Eng- 
land, p.  11.  He  quotes  Liberat,  44  H.  III.  m.  11.  and  7.  Id. 
49  H.  III.  m.  1.  Id.  51  H.  III.  m.  10.  Id.  54  H.  III.  m  3.  In 
all  these,  except  the  first,  the  Gold  Penny  is  valued  at  two 
Shillings. 
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first  King  of  France  who  coined  Ryals.     He  began 
to  reign  in  1285  e. 

Dr.  Pegge  imagined  that  he  had  discovered  these 
Coins  in  a  Jewish  Instrument  dated  in  the  46th 
year  of  this  reign,  under  the  name  of  Jaku,  which 
he  considers  as  equivalent  to  pure  or  sterling.  The 
Jews,  he  says,  used  denarim  and  jaku  just  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Christians  applied  their  words 
denarius  and  sterlingus ;  and  as  jaku  was  no  den©* 
mination  of  Money,  but  a  real  Coin,  it  necessarily 
follows  that  the  Gold  Jaku,  in  %that  Instrument, 
wejre  the  Gold  Pennies  of  Henry  IILf 

Although  Gold  was  not  coined  by  Henry  until 
the  41st  year  of  his  reign,  yet  Gold  Coins  were 
current  in  his  dominions  prior  to  that  time.  In  his 
35th  year  he  commanded  Philip  Luvel  to  pay  the 
whole  Sum  of  Gold  which  he  owed  to  the  King,  on 
the  Feast  of  St.  Edward,  in  Gold  Money,  in  Bezants, 
or  Ob.  de  Mus',  and  other  Gold  Money.  Provided, 
however  that  the  aforesaid  Money  should  answer  ta 
the  King  at  the  value  of  Leaf  Gold,  that  is,  I  pre* 
sume,  line  Gold  e. 

e  SnelHng's  Introduction,  p.  iv.  note  (b.)  Philip's  Coin  re- 
sembles this  only  in  bearing  a  Sovereign  seated  on  the  Ob- 
verse. 

f  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1756,  p.  465.  He  produces  no 
authority  for  the 'indiscriminate  use  of  denarim  and  jaku.  See 
the  Instrument  in  Gent.  Mag.  1812,  p.  331. 

S  Claus.  35  if.  HI.  m.  3.  The  meaning  of  Ob.  de  Mus'  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  An  eminent  Antiquary  thinks 
it  may  be  Money  of  Messina. ,  But  qu.r  whether  it  may  not  be 
the  same  as  Oboli  de  Murtz,  which  occur  at  p.  30  of  the  Ward- 
robe Account  of  King  Edward  the  First,  and  which  were  of 
.  Gold,  and  of  the  value  of  twenty  Pence  Sterling,  agreeing  with 
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*  In  12ff4  the  ratfe  of  interest  was  more  than'Wty 
per  cent. ;  for  it  is  related  that  500  Jews  were?  slain 
by*  the  Citizens  of  London  bedaufce  one  or  them 
wotrld  have  forced  a  ChristikA  to  pay  more  than 
two  Pence  fbr  the  usury  of  twenty  Shillings  for  one 
wWkh;  which  sum,  of  two  Pence,  they  were  allowed 
by  the  King  to  take  of  the  Scholars  in  Oxford  *. 

Grafton  dates  in  the  year  12(>5  the  Statute!  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  by  which  it  was  ordained 
that  the  Penny  Sterling  should  weigh  32  Grains  of 
Wheat  round  and  dry,  and  taken  from  the  midst  of 
the  ear ;  twenty  'Pence  one  Ounce,  and  twelve 
Ounces  one  Pound k.  .     •     • 

1270.  In  his  54th  year  he  ordered' a  general 
proof  and  assay  of  his  Coins  to  be  made  through- 
out the  Kingdom,  and  gave  the  person  appointed 
for  that  purpose  authority  to  seize  corrupt  M oney^ 
and  to  keep  it  for  the  King's  use l. 

At  the  latter  end  of  his  reign'offences  against  his 
Mints  and  Exchanges  appear  to  have  been  frequent. 
In  his  38th  year  several  persons  belonging  to  the 

i  a 

f 

the  Quarter  Noble  of  Edward  HI.  In  the  Glossary  it  is  queried 
whether  these  Oboli  de  Murtz  were  not  the  same  with  Ob.  de 
Marchia,  Money  struck  by  the  Earls  of  Mareh  \  but  similarity  of 
sound  would  rather  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  Coins 
of  Murcia,  a  Kingdom  of  Spain.  Ob.  de  Mure'  occur  in  the 
54th  year  of  Henry  HI.    Libera t.  m.  3. 

h  Cooper's  Chronicle,  p.  225.    Stow,  p,  278. 

»  Claus.  32  H.  III.  m.  9.    Tovey,  p.  122. 

k  Chronicle,  sub  anno.  In  Runnington's  Edition  pf  the  Sta* 
'  tutes  at  Large  this  is  placed  under  51  H.  III. $  and  again  in  the 
31st  E.  I.  In  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm  it  is  classed  with  those 
of  uncertain  date. 

J -Pat.  54  H.  HI.  m.  11.  See  the  account  of  the  Exchange 
under  that  year.         • 
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Abbot  of  St.  AAbau's  w#re  amerced  two  Marks  and 
an  half  for  not  coming  to  appear  at  Cestrehunt, 
which  is  out  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Town  of  St 
A 1  ban's,  to  make,  inquisitions  concerning  a  trespass* 
of  the  Exchange  or  Mint  But  the  Abbot  pleaded 
that  by  Charters  of  former  Kings,  his  men  ought 
not  to  come  out  of  the  said  Abbot's  Liberties,  upon 
any  summons  or  occasion,  before  any  Justices  or 
Inquisitors,  and  the  fine  was  remitted  m. 

In  his  49th  year,  Gervase  de  Esse  we  11  was 
amerced  at  ten  Pounds  for  a  trespass  of  the  Mint; 
the  Town  of  Storteford  ten  Marks  for  a  contempt  in 
not  coming  to  an  Inquest  to  be  taken  concerning  a 
like  trespass ;  and  several  other  Towns  in  the  same 
manner  n. 

Hearne  talks  of  having  in  his  possession  a  base 
Coin  of  this  King  ° ;  and  Harding,  in  his  Chronicle, 
speaks  of  payments  made  in  Nobles  round  P;  but 
Hearne' s  remarks  on  our  antient  Coins  are  but  little 
to  be  depended  upon,  for  he  had  not  studied  them 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy;  and  Harding's  lines 
contain  a  palpable  anachronism. 

The  alteration  of  type  which  was  introduced  upon 

m  Rot.  CLaus.  38  H.  III.  m.  7.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  I.  p.761. 

*»  Memor.  49  H.  III.  Rot.  19.  b.  Madox,  Hi9t.  Exchequer, 
vol.. I.  p. 568. 

o  His  words  are,  "certe  numimis  apud  me  eat  Henrici  III. 
subceratus,  quern  e  nummis  adulterinis  esse  nemo  negaverit, 
utpote  perinde  corruptum  ac  si  esset  vel  aereus  vel  etiam  ferreus. 
[W.  Hemingford.    Preface,  p.  xl v.] 

P  Folio  154.  b.  "  fifty  thousand  Pound 

Be  paid  of  Nobles  whole  and  round." 
These  lines  occur  soon  after  the  account  of  the  Battle  of  Ches* 
terfield. 
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the  Money  in  this  reign  forms  a  kind  of  sera  in  the 
Numismatick  History  of  England.  Prom  the  Con- 
quest until  this  time,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Coins  of  Henry  II.  and  the  Obverse  of  those  of 
John,  a  great  variety  prevailed  in  the  impressions  > 
both  of  the  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  the  Coins.  The 
Portraits  of  the  Monarchs  were  represented  either  in 
full  or  in  profile ;  and  the  Crosses  were  exhibited 
under  almost  every  possible  form.  But  the  Portrait 
of  Henry  III.  is  invariably  full-faced;  the  Cross 
consists  of  double  lines ;  and  the  only  difference  be- 
tween his  earlier  and  later  Coinages  is,  that  in  the 
former  the  Cross  is  bounded  by  the  inner  circle,  and 
has  four  pellets  in  each  quarter;  whilst  in  the  latter 
it  extends  to  the  outer  circle,  and  the  number  of  the 
pellets  is  reduced  to  three.  To  this  description  his 
Gold  Penny  forms  the  only  exception. 

Rude  as  this  ornament  of  the  Reverse  may  appear 
to  modern  taste,  it  however  seems,  for  some  reason 
or  other,  to  have  been  highly  satisfactory  to  those 
who  conducted  the  operations  of  the  Mint,  for  it 
kept  entire  possession  of  the  Coins  until  Henry  VII. 
introduced  heraldick  tarings.  It  then  began  gra- 
dually to  give  ground,  but  was  not  entirely  lost  be- 
fore the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  at  the 
termination  of  a  period  of  nearly  400  years. 

His  style  upon  his  Money  is  sometimes  Henricus 
Rex  only ;  at  others  the  number  in,  terci',  or  ang,  # 
with  terci  on  the  Reverse,  is  added.  The  Reverse 
has,  beside  the  rude  impress  described  above,  the 
name  of  the  Mint  and  Moneyer,  excepting  N°  15 
in  the  first  Supplemental  Plate,  which  has  only 
civitas  lvnde,  and  N°  16  in  the  same  Plate,  which 
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reads  terci  lonlie.  N°  14  likewise  of  the  Supple- 
ment, Part  II.  Plate  I.  has  in  a  similar  manner 
terci  HEfcUE*.     His  style  on  his  first  Great  Seal  is, 

H6NRICVS  D61  GRATIA  R6X  ANELIE  DOCB1NVS 

pYBeRNie. 

H6NRICVS  DVX  NORC0ANN16  CT  AQVITANNI6  C0M6S 

ANDeDAVie. 

On  the  second  it  is  on  both  sides, 

P6NRICVS  :  D€I  :  GRACIA  •  REX  ANELIE  •  DOMlNVS 
pYB6RNI€  •  DVX  •  AQV1TANNIG. 

,    •  [Sandford  and  Speed.] 

.  His  Gold  Penny,  as  has  been  before  observed, l  is 
of  a  very  different  type  from  that  of  his  Silver 
Money.  On  ths  Obverse  the  Sovereign  is  repre- 
sented crowned  and  sitting  on  a  chair  of  state. 
In  his  right  hand  is  a  sceptre,  in  his  left  a  globe. 
The  Reverse  has  the  long  Cross  of  his  later  Coinage, 
with  a  Rose  and  three  small  pellets  in  each  quarter. 
It  is  the  only  Gold  Coin  which  is  stamped  with  the 
name  of.  the  Mint  and  Moneyer  r. 

His  Mints  were  numerous,  and  were  placed  in  the 
following  towns8 : 

ANTt     '  1  BRVST.  1  ]|  "  *   1  # 

bid.     Biddeford.  bvrst,  J 

q  His  Irish  Money  differs  from  the  English  chiefly  in  the 
Bust  being  placed  in  a  Triangle,  and  in  a  Rose  which  is  on  the 
left  side  of  the  Neck.  See  H  in  Plate  II.  of  English  Silver  Coins, 
No  19.  Simon  has  given  a  representation  of  an  Irish  Halfpenny, 
in  his  second  Plate,  No  49/ which  \n  type  etaqtly  resembles  this*. 

r  Three  of  these  Pennies  art  'now  known,  a  description  of 
which  will  be  found  under  the  j£xplanation  of  the  Plates. 

»  Those  tnarked  *  are  said  by  Mr.  North  to  be  J^Mints  for 
the  great  Re-coinage  in  his  33d  year.  MS  note  frfTolkes.  But 
see  the  Annals,  tinder  that  year,  for  a  fuller  list  of  the  Mints 
then  worked. 
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« » 


«VERWIC|Y       • 

exce.  >  Exeter. 


,EXE 

►Canterbury,    exec 


•J- 

C.J 


Gloucester. 


ELI.  \ 

•       I  Dublin. 


>  . 


G. 

GIPE,     Ipswich. 

GJ,0. 

GLOV. 

GLOVCE. 

GLOVCEST. 

GLOVCET 

6LOVCIT 

HEREAF.l 

heref.     >  Hereford.* 

HEREOF.  J     , 
IL. 

ive    X^efchester,  or 

\     ilchester. 
ivereii.  Iver  in  Bucks  r 

lence.  ; L,nco,n, ? 

LENE.     1  T 

UNCO-L. 
LINCOLN 
LINO.  •*' 

iJlNDE. 

LONDON.  /  L°nd0n- 

r  ,  .       ..  ,  ..'•"* 

t  put  qu;  whether  this  be  not  the  najne  of  the  Moaeyer  Ro* 
bert  de  Hadeleie,  who  appears  upon  a  Penny  in  th**faliovring 
Teign. 


CARLEL.  J 

cice.     Chichester. 

DA1VELI 
DIVE 
DIVELI 
DIVELY 

t 

DVR.     ^| 

jdvra.  >  Durham. 

DVRH. J 

ecce.  "     1  Exeter. 

ECCETRE.  J 
EISI.     , 


EMN. 

ESER. 

EV. 

EVE. 

EVER. 

EVJBRVIC. 

EVERW. 

EVERWI. 


i 


<r\ 


} 


iYork. 
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LV. 
JLVA. 

lvn: 

LVND. 
LVNDE. 

lvndei.  V  London. 

LVNDEN. 
LVNDI. 
LVNDON. 
MANLA. 

NEWEC.       |Newca8tle# 
NEWECAS.  J 
NIC.  "^ 

>  Lincoln. 
nicoju  ,    f 

NICOLE.  J 

NNOR  +  T. 

NO. 

NOR. 

NORA. 

NORH. 

NORHA. 

NORHATON 

NORT. 

NORTH. 

NORTHA. 

NORTHE. 

NORTHT. 

NORW. 

NORWI. 

NORWIC. 

NORWICH. 

NORWICH. 

NORWIK. 

Nottingham.* 

ocs. 


Northamp- 
ton. 


►Norwich. 


>Oxfbrd. 


SADMVND 


:•{ 


ORK. 

OXEN. 

OXENE. 

OXN. 

OXON. 

OXONFO. 

RIVST. 

RO. 

RONdEu. 

rvfa.     Rochester  ? 
rvla.     Rhuddlan  ? 

St.Edmunds 
-bury. 

SAN. 

SAND. . 

SANDL. 

SANDRE. 

SANT. 

SANTAD. 

SANTEA. 

sedm.        1  St.Edmunds 
sedmvnd.  J      -bury. 

fSt.  Edwards- 

SE1NTED.  I      , 

<     bury,  1.  e. 
'  (^  Shaftesbury. 
sros.     Shrewsbury.* 

TANDE.^ 

tando.  >  Taunton. 

TANTE.J 

VGIE. 

VND. 

Wallingford;* 

w. 

WELLIOL. 
WI. 

wil.     Wilton.* 


"  This  Coin  has  OF  before  the  name  of  the  Mint,  instead 
of  ON.* 
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WILT.        "| 

WINE. 

Winchester. 

WILTON.   > 

Wilton.*            wirce, 

•)      l 

WILTV.    J 
WIN.          "1 

WIRI. 
WIRIA. 

S  Worcester. 

WINC.         I 
WINCE        J 

Winchester.*     wnuc* 

WN. 

J 

WINCHE.J 

WVi. 

His  Moneyqprs  were, 

* 

ABEL. 

BENEIT. 

FVLKE. 

ADAM  x. 

CALDWINE. 

FVLRE. 

ADBETIL. 

CELDWINE. 

GEFARD. 

ADRETIL. 

CLEMENT. 

GEFREI. 

AIMER. 

CO  -  -  WINE. 

GERARD. 

AIMES. 

COLWEIN. 

GICELM. 

ALAIN. 

COLWINE. 

GIFFREI. 

ALEIN. 

DAVI. 

GIFRE. 

ALENRE. 

DAVION. 

GILBERT. 

ALIN. 

DOCELM. 

GILEBERT. 

ALISAN. 

DODELM. 

GOCELIN.   v 

ALISAND. 

EADMVND. 

GOCELM. 

ALLEN. 

EDGAR  y. 

GOEAWN. 

ALLWINE. 

EDMVND. 

GOLD  VINE. 

ALWINE. 

EDRICH. 

GOLDWIN. 

AND. 

EINADI. 

GOLDWINE. 

ANDRE. 

EINEDI. 

GRIFREI. 

ANDREW. 

ELIS. 

HALLI. 

ANDREWS. 

ELISON. 

HE. 

ARION. 

ERNAVD. 

HELIS. 

ARNALD. 

EVERARD. 

HEN. 

ARNAVD. 

FILEMER.      . 

HENRI. 

AVOL. 

FILIP. 

HENRIC. 

BARTELME 

FIMER. 

HENRY. 

BARTELVE, 

FINIER. 

HERNAVD. 
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*  In  the  14th  year  of  Henry  III.  Adam  de  Bedleia  and  Richard 
de  Neketori,  Moneyers  of  London,  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  in 
the  Exchequer  of  the  Jews.    [Madox,  Hist.  Exeh.  vol.  I.  p.  317.] 

y  See  the  Account  of  Reading  Mint. 
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HICONE. 

IOH8. 

HIE. 

IOLIE. . 

HIVN. 

ION. 

HVB. 

IONONS. 

HVE. 

IORDAN. 

HVGE. 

ISAC, 

HVGO. 

IVH. 

HVGON. 

IVLIE. 

HVMFREI. 

IVN. 

HVNFREI. 

IVRDAN. 

HVNTREI. 

IVRDEN. 

IACOB. 

LEDVLF. 

IACOR. 

LENELF. 

IEFREI. 

LENOLF. 

IEREMIAH. 

LENVLF. 

ILGAR. 

LVCAS. 

ILGE. 

MEINIR. 

1LGEH. 

"    MELNIR. 

ILGER.     '      " 

MELVIN. 

IO£. 

MILES. 

IOAN. 

MILES.    M. 

IOAN.    CHIC. 

NICHOL. 

IOAN.    F.    R. 

NICHOLE. 

IOAN.    I.    R. 

NICO. 

IOANAS. 

NICOL. 

IOAS. 

NICOLE.      ' 

lOB. 

NORMAN. 

IOH. 

O. 

IOHAN. 

OBCIT. 

I  OH  AN.    B. 

OSBER, 

IOHAN.    F.   R. 

OSBERN. 

IOHAN.  M. 

OSGPIEF. 

IOHAS. 

OSMVM).  • 

IOHN. 

OSMVNDE. 

IOHN.    CHIC. 

OSNVND* . 

IOHN.   F.    R. 

OWEIN. 

II 


/ 


PAVL. 

PHELIP, 

PHIL  AIMER. 

PHILIP. 

PICRE8,  f  or  rather, 

P1ERES.  I  P«**P* 

PIEBES. 

PIERS. 

PIERS.    M. 

RANDEL. 

RANDRE. 

RANDVL. 

RANDVLF. 

RA  VF. 

RAVFE. 

RAVLF. 

RAVLFE. 

REICE. 

REGINALD    FITZ 

HENRY*. 
REICV.  * 

REINALD. 
REINAVD. 
REINAVLD. 
RENER. 
R I  CARD. 
RICARD.    B. 
R1CARD.    T. 
RICHARD/ 
RICHARD.   B. 
RICHARD   L£ 

ESPEE*. 
RICHARD    DE        ' 

NEKETON. 

See  A0AM.  , 
ROBERD. 


y 


*  Mftdox,  Hist.  Exch.  to).  II.  p.  89,  St.  Edmundsbury  Mint. 
a  Madox,  vol.  II.  p.  89,  Canterbury  Mint. 
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♦  , 

ROBERT. 

8TIVENE. 

WATER. 

RODBERT. 

TERIRI. 

WICION. 

ROGER. 

THOMAS. 

WILLELM. 

ROGER.  T. 

TIPRIL. 

WILLELM.  B. 

ROGERS. 

tOMAS. 

WILLELM.    L. 

ROGERS.    F. 

R. 

TVRRJL. 

WILLELM.  T. 

RORERD,  foraan 

VIARD. 

WILLEM. 

,     pro  ROBERD. 

VLARD. 

WILLEM.  TA. 

SALEMVN. 

VLERD. 

WILLEN.  • 

SAMVEL. 

W. 

WILLER. 

SIMON. 

WALTER. 

WILLERA. 

'  SIMOND. 

WALYIN. 

WILLM. 

SIMVN. 

WARD. 

WILLOM. 
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A  Record,  dated  in  his  12th  year,  and  which  has 
been  already  quoted  in  the  year  1228,  shows  that 
Money  was  struck  by  him  in  Gascony ;  and  pos- 
sibly that  Coin  may  be  his  which  Dr.  Ducarel  has 
appropriated  to  himb.  It  is  an  Aquitain  Halfpenny, 
resembling  in  type  one  of  Richard  the  tirst ;  it 
reads,  on  the  Obverse,  erjcvs  rex  ang.  and  on  the 
Reverse,  dvx  a&vitanie. 

There  are  also  Coins,  apparently  Ecclesiastical, 
which  were  probably  struck  in  this  reign,  but  with 
the  history  of  which  we  are  entirely  unacquainted. 
The  Obverse  has  the  Bust  of  St.  Paul,  with  sang  . 
.  .  vis.  The  Reverse,  the  Short  Cross,  with  four 
pellets  in  each  quarter,  precisely  as  the  first  Coinage 
of  Henry  III.,  and  this  legend,  henr  .    o n. 

Another  has  the  same  Obverse,  and  is  impressed,, 
on  the  Reverse,  with  the  representation  of  a  build- 
ing, round  which  is  mo vm.     There  is  an 

Halfpenny  of  the  same  type,  and  probably  legend,* 


VOL.  XL 


b  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,  p.  93. 
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on  both  sides,  as  the  last  of  these.     I  have  given 
a  representation  of  them  in  Plate  II.  of  the  Sup- 
'  plement,  Part  II.  N°*  24,  25,  26. 


EDWARD    I. 

The  turbulent  reign  of  Henry  was  closed'  by  his 
death  on  thexl6th  of  November  A.  D.  1272,  and 
his  son  Edward  succeeded  to  a  throne  the  power  of 
which  was  so  much  reduced,  and  the  revenue  sunk 
so  low,  that  itrequired  all  his  wisdom  and  vigour  to 
recover,  without  an  intestine  war,  those  parts  of  the 
Royal  prerogative  on  which  the  balance  of  the  Con- 
stitution depended. 

Though  the  lust  of  conquest  seems  to  have  been 
the  ruling  passion  of  this  Monarch,  yet  he  is  de- 
servedly celebrated  by  Historians  as  a  Statesman 
and  Legislator.  Immediately  after  his  coronation, 
which  on  account  of  his  absence  from  England  was 
deferred  until  the  19th  of  August  1274,  he  applied 
himself  to  reform  the  various  abuses  which  had  ac- 
cumulated  during  his  Father's  long  and  unquiet 
reign.  Of  these  no  one  was  more  generally  griev- 
ous than  the  adulteration  of  the  Coins,  for  its  mis- 
chievous  effects  extended  even  to  the  lowest  of  his 
subjects'5.  The  unsteady  power  of  Henry  III.,  in 
the  latter  years  of  his  government,  was  so  much  en- 

c  It  was  probably  on  account  of  the  excess  to  which  this  prac- 
tice was  carried,  that  the  Pope's  Nuncii  enumerated  the  follow- 
ing amongst  other  articles  which  the  Apostolical  Power  had  au- 
thority-to  inquire  into  -—  Be  Falsariis  h.  de  falso  conyietis.  £An- 
nal.  Waverlien.  sub  anno  127&] 
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feebkd  by  the  rebellion  of  the  Barons,  that  the  cor- 
ruption of  his  Money  was  carried  to  an  height  un- 
known before  in  this  kingdom.  The  regulated 
produce  of  his  Mints  was  clipped,  and  otherwise  di- 
minished, to  less  than  half  its  legal  weight,  inso- 
much that  foreign  Merchants  would  not  bring  over 
their  commodities,  and  every  thing  that  was  sold 
became  more  dear  d.  Immense  quantities,  likewise, 
of  foreign  base  Coins  were  brought  into  the  realm, 
to  the  impoverishment  of  his  people. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  current  Money  when 
Edward  ascended  the  throne.  His  first  step  for  its 
improvement  was  the  enacting,  in  his  3d  year 
£l275],e  that  such  as  were  taken  for  false  Coins 
should  not  be  bailed  f;  he  then  proceeded  to  inflict 
severe  punishment  on  the  offenders. 

Amongst  the  sufferers  on  this  occasion  the 
wretched  Jews  (as  it  had  ever  be^n  the  case  when 
heavy  fines  were  to  be  imposed)  were  the  most  nu- 
merous. They  had  been  forbidden,  not  long  be- 
fore, to  lend  Money  upon  usury  * ;  and  now,  being 

d  Wikes,  p.  107.  - 

*  In  this  year  a  writ  was  issued  to  prevent  the  encouragement 
which  was  given  to  the  Clippers  of  Money  by  exchanging  with 
them  perfect  Coins  for  their  diminished  pieces  3  and  inquiry  was 
ordered  to  be  made  in  London  and  elsewhere  upon  oath,  for 
Clippers,  Exchangers,  and  Converters,  in  that  matter,  that  they 
might  be  arrested  and  brought  to  speedy  judgement.  [Pat.  5 
E.  I.  dprs*     Rymer's  Foadera,  edit.  1816,  vol.  I.  p.  539.] 

f  Stat.  3  E.  1.  cap.  15. 

€  The  Statute  de  Judaismo  passed  in  the  year  1275,  and  in  its 
first  clause  forbade  usury.  See  Tovey's  Anglic.  Judaica,  p.  200. 
And  in  his  fifth  year  inquiry  was  ordered  to  be  made  respecting 
Judaizing  Christians  vfho  bad  been  guilty  of  that  crime,  in  order 
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suspected  of  diminishing  the  Coins,  they  were  seized 
in  every  City  and  Burgh  in  England  upon  the 
same  day  [the  Octave  of  St.  Martin  127  8]  ;  their 
goods,  &c.  forfeited  to  the  King ;  and  shortly  after 
the  following  Christmas,  Justices  were  appointed  to 
try  them,  and  the  Christians  who  were  apprehended 
with  them. 

The  King  is  said  to  have  been  satisfied  that  they 
were  the  offenders  previous  to  their  being  appre- 
hended, and  that  they  had  taken  that  method  to 
make  up  to  them  what  they  had  lost  by  being  pro- 
hibited usury.  That  he  was  determined  to  find 
them  guilty  is  evident  from  the  confiscation  of  their 
property  before  any  trial  took  place ;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  in  this,  as  in  many  preceding  instances, 
their  wealth  was  their  greatest  guilt h. 

To  heighten  the  atrociousness  of  this  deed,  the 
Justices,  with  the  King's  permission,  stopped  their 
proceedings  during  Lent,  out  of  respect  to  that 
sacred  season  ;  but  immediately  after  Easter  they 
resumed  them  with  fresh  vigour,  and  condemned  to 
death  an  infinite  multitude  of  the  miserable  Jews'. 

to  their  being  brought  to  speedy  justice.  [Pat.  5  E.  I.  dors, 
Rymer's  Foedera,  edit.  1816,  vol.  I.  p.  539.] 

h  The  Annals  of  Waverley  alone  record  a  circumstance, 
which,  if  true,  would  justify  this  treatment  of  the  Jews.  They 
relate  that,  when  their  houses  were  searched,  an  immense  quan* 
tity  of  clippings  was  found.     Sub  anno  1278. 

1  280  in  London,  and  in  other  Cities  a  great  multitude. 
Many  Christians  were  accused  by  the  Jews  of  having  consented 
to  the  same,  and  these  were  chiefly  of  the  Nobility  in  London. 
[Chron.  Priorat.  de  Dunstaple,  p.  450.]  The  rank  of  the  Eng- 
lish Clippers  is  not  mentioned  in  any  other  Chronicle. 

297,  of  whom  three  only  were  English  [Fabian],  3Q0  [Caxton.] 
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Some  few  of  the  Christians  likewise  were  hanged ; 
but  the  Goldsmiths,  and  other  suspected  persons, 
after  inquisition  had  been  made  upon  oath,  were  set 
at  liberty,  and  escaped  the  punishment  of  death ; 
I  know  not  (says  my  Author)  whether  j ustly  or  un- 
justly k. 

In  the  same  year  the  exportation  of  Silver  Plate, 
clipped  Money,  or  broken  Silver,  was  forbidden* 
without  special  license  K 

In  this  year  some  of  the  Chroniclers  place  the  new 
Coinage,  which  did  not  take  effect  until  12 79  ;  they 
also  represent  it  to  be  a  Coinage  of  Halfpennies  and 
Farthings  only,  which  were  made  round,  thus,  as 
they  say,  fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  Merlin  m.    It  will 

267  Jews  [Stow].  Trivet  says  only,  "  Jiidaei  pro  tonsura  mo* 
netse  in  magna  multitudine  ubique  per  Angliam  suspenduntur." 
Sub  anno  1278. 

k  Wikes,  sub  anno  12*8. 

1  Claus.  7  E.  I.  m.  10.  Rymer's  Foedera,  edit.  1816,  vol.  I. 
p.  564. 

™  Knyghton,  col.  2463  j  Wikes  agrees  in  the  same  date  of* 
1278  j  but  Hemingford,  Trivet*  and  Walsingham,  place  this 
Coinage  in  1279.  The  former  of  these  says,  that  new  Money 
was  made  incrsibiUs,  and  round  Farthings  and  Halfpennies, 
which  were  prejudicial  to  the  poor.  The  words  of  the  two  lat- 
ter are,  "  Moneta  Anglise  per  tonsuram  nimis  deteriorata,  ex 
mandato  Regis  renovatur,  obolusque  qui  prius  foimani  semi- 
circuli  habebat,  tanquam  pars  denarii  in  medio  divisi,  fit  rotun- 
dus,  juxta  vaticinium  Merlini  dicentis:  Findetur  forma  com-* 
mercii,  dimidium  rotundum  erit."  See  other  supposed  accom- 
plishments of  this  prophecy  under  the  years  1108  and  121 A 
Matthew  of  Westminster,  under  1279,  says,  "Nam  quia  dena- 
rius findi  in  dtias  partes  pro  obolis,  &  in  quatuor  partes  pro 
quadrantibus,  consuevit :  ordinatum  fait  ad  tollendam  occa- 
sioned defalcation!*  monetae,  quod  rotundi  essent  denarii,  oboli, 
&  quadrantes." 
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be  seen,  however,  under  the  next  year,  that  Ster- 
lings also  were  coined,  and  were,  likewise,  by  the 
Indenture  to  be  made  round. 

1279.  This  was  followed  by  a  Proclamation, 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  forbidding  the  currency 
of  clipped  Money,  and  ordering  that  no  one  should 
be  obliged  to  take  it  against  his  will.  At  the  same 
time  Exchanges  of  Money  were  appointed  in  divers 
places,  a  few  Cities  and  Boroughs  alone  being  ex- 
cepted, where  the  light  Coin  might  be  exchanged 
for  that  of  full  weight,  on  paying  fourteen  Pence  for 
every  Pound.  This  regulation  took  place  about 
Easter;  and  in  a  short  time  afterward  scarcely  any 
one  would  take  the  diminished  Coins  n. 

At  the  same  time  orders  were  sent  to  the  several 
Ports,  that  strict  search  should  be  made  to  prevent 
all  persons,  whether  Merchants  native  or  alien,  or 
any  other  Christians  or  Jews,  from  taking  out  of  the 

n  Wikes,  p.  108.  Chron.  Priorat.  de  Dunstaple  contains  some' 
particulars  which  are  not  in  Wikes.  On  the  Octave  of  the  Tri- 
nity the  King  commanded  the  Sheriffe  of  England,  that  no  false 
or  clipped  Money  should  be  any  longer  current.  And  the  King  n 
sent,  of  his  own  proper  revenue,  good  Money,  not  clipped,  to 
ten  Cities  of  England,  to  make  exchange  with  until  the  new 
Money  should  be  made.  Afterward,  on  the  4th  day  following 
the  Calends  of  August,  the  first  exchange  of  the  new  Money 
commenced,  that  is,  of  Pennies  and  round  Farthings ;  and  the 
old  Money  was  current  with  the  new  during  the  following  year, 
and  then  the  old  was  totally  prohibited.  In  the  mean  time  new 
Halfpennies  also  were  made,  and  began  to  be  current  upon  the 
day  when  the  prohibition  of  the  old  Money  took  place.  In  the 
game  year,  in  the  month  of  July,  the  King's  Justices  met  at 
Bedford,  to  inquire  who  were  Clippers  of  the  Money,  and  who 
had  given  consent  and  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  that  matter. 
[Page  453] 
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Realm  Plate  of  Silver,  clipped  Money,  or  broken 
Silver,  without  special  license  from  the  King ;  and 
to  seize  the  persons  on  whom  any  such  Plate,  &c. 
should  be  'found,  and  to  take  into  custody  the 
Plate,  &c. 

The  following  Writ  appears  to  have  been  intended 
to  protect  the  Jews  from  very  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices, on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Christian  subjects, 
the  King  having  first  plundered  them  as  much  as 
he  thought  reasonable. 

J 279,  7  E.  I.  Rex  Stephano  de  Penecestrf, 
Waltero  de  Helynn,  &  Johanni  de  Cobeham,  Justic* 
ad  placita  transgressionis  monete  audienda  &  ter- 
minanda. 

Quia  omnes  Judei  nuper  rectati  &  per  certam 
suspicionem  indiotati  de  retonsura  monete  nostre,  & 
ii>de  convicti  jam  ultimo  supplicio  puniuntur;  & 
quidam  eorum  eadem  occasione,  omnia  bona  &  ca- 
talla  sua-foris  fecerunt,  &  prisone  nostre  liberantur, 
iu  eadem  ad  voluntatem  nostram  detinendi ;  &  jam 
accepimus  quod  plures  Christian!  in  odium  Judeo- 
rum,  propter  discrepanciam  fidei  Christiane  &  ritus 
Judeorum,  &  diversa  gravamina  per  fipsos  Judeos 
Christianis  hactenus  illata,  quosdam  Judeps  non- 
dum  rectatos  nee  indictatos,  de  transgressione  mo- 
nete per  leves  &  voluntarias  accusaciones,  accusare 
&  indictare  de  die  in  diem  nituntur,  &  proponunt ; 
imponendo  eis  ad  tertprem  ipsorum,  quod  de  hujus- 
modi  transgressione  culpabiles  existunt,  ut  sic  per 
nutias  hujusmodi  accusagionis  sqper  ipsos  Judeos  fa- 
ciende,  ipsis  Judeis  metum  incutiant,  &  pecuniam 
extorqueant  ab  eisdem ;  ita  quod  ipsi  Judei  super 
hoc  ad  legem  suam  sepe  ponuntur,  in  vite  sue  peri- 
culurn  manifestum.     Volumus  quod  omnes  Judei 
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qui  ante  primum  diem  Mail  proximo  preteritum 
indictati,  vel  per  certam  suspicionem  rectati  nou 
fuerunt  de  transgressione  monete  predicte,  et  qui 
faeere  voluerint  finefl*  juxta  diacrecionetn  vest  ram, 
ad  opus  nostrum,  per  sic  quod  non  occaskmentur 
de  hujusmodi  transgressionibus,  factis  ante  primum 
diem  Mart,  propter  novas  accusaciones  Christiano- 
rom  post  eundem  diem  inde  factas,  non  molesten- 
tur,  set  pacem  inde  habeant  in  futuro. 

Proviso  quod  Judei  indictati,  vel  per  certan* 
suspicionem  rectati  de  hujusmodi  transgressione 
ante  predictum  diem  Maii,  judicium  subeant  coram 
vobis,  juxta  formam  prius  jnde  prdinatam  &  pro- 
vision. 

Et  ideo  vobis  mandamus,  quod  fines  hujusmodi 
capiatis,  &  premise  fieri-  &  observari  faciatis;  in 
forma  predicta.     T.  Cantuar.  7  May. 

Bartho'  de  Sulley   &  Socii  sui,    &  Johann'  de     , 
Bek9  &  Socii  sui,  Justic'  ut  supra.     Like  Letters  to 
them0.  di 

The  clipping  of  the  Coins  appears  at  this  time 
.  not  to  have  been  confined  to  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people,  but  to  have  been  practised  even  by  Eccle- 
siasticks  of  the  higher  ranks.  Guy  the  Prior  of  Mon~ 
tacute  was  convicted  of  that  crime,  but  was  pardoned 
by  the  King,  on  condition  of  the  payment  of  a  fine 
of  sixty  Marks  in  this  year.  It  should  seem  that  he 
-was  again  convicted,  not  only  of  the  same  crime, 
but  of  counterfeiting  also*  in  the  13th  year  of  the  »■ 
King;  for  which  he  again  received  a  pardon,  but 
paid  a  fine  of  200  Marks  P. 

o  Claus.  7  E.  I.m.  7.  Rymer's  Foedera,  edit.  1816,  vol.  L  p.  570. 
p  Akbreviatio  Kot.  Orig.  Scacearii,  pages  33  and  49. 
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No  Ordinances  respecting  the  Standard  of  the 
Coins  have  been  preserved  from  the  Norman  Con- 
quest until  the  eighth  year,  of  thi&>  reign,  when,  ac- 
cording to  Stow,  Gregorie  Rokesley,  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, being  Chief  Master  or  Minister  of  the  King's 
Exchange  or  Mints,  a  new  Coin  being  then  ap- 
pointed, the  Pound  of  Easterling  Money  should 
contain  (as  afore)  [1.  e.  51  Henry  III .3  12  Ounces, 
to  wit,  fine  Silver,  such  as  wag  then  made  into  Foil, 
and  was  commonly  called  Silver  of  Guthuron's 
Lane  %  1 1  Ounces  2  Easterlings  and  1  Ferling,  or 
Farthing,  and  the  other  seventeen  Pence  Halfpenny 
Farthing  to  be  lay.  Also  the  Pound  of  Money 
ought  to  weigh  20  Shillings  3  Pence,  by  account ; 
so  that  no  Pound  ought  to  be  over  20  Shillings  4 
/Pence,  nor  less  than  20  Shillings  2  Pence  by  ac- 
count ;  the  Ounce  to  weigh  20  Pence,  the  Penny 
24  Grains ;  which  24»  by  weight  then  appointed, 
were  as  much  as  the  former  32  Grains  of  Wheat. 
A  Penny  force,  25  Grains  and  an  half;  the  Penny 
deble  or  feeble,  22  Grains  and  an  half r. 

The  Coinage  which  took  place  at  this  time,  and 
on  these  principles,  was  conducted  under  an  Agree- 
ment between  the  King  and  William  de  Turnemire 
of  Marseilles,  which  bears  date  on  Thursday  the 
Feast  of  the  Conception  of  the  Blessed  Mary  in 

q  A  small  lane  leading  out  of  Cheapside,  East  of  Foster  Lane. 
It  took  its  name  from  him  who  was  once  owner  thereof,  and 
was  antiently  inhabited  by  goldbeaters,  [Fuller's  Worthies, 
London,  p.  200.] 

r  Survey  of  London,  folio,  1633,  p.  45.  By  eleven  Ounces, 
two  Easterlings,  and  one  Farthing,  must  be  understood  eleven 
ounces,  two  Pennyweights,  and  a  quarter. 
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the  eighth  year  of  the  King  [i.  e.  December  8, 

1379]f- 
It  began  with  stating  the  appointment  of  Turne- 

mire  to  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  in  England/ 
and  that  he  wan  to  make  Money,  for  the  present,  in 
four  places,  viz.  in  London,  where  he  was  to  have  as 
n^any  furnaces  as  he  could  employ  ;  in  Canterbury, 
where  he  should  cause  to  be  worked  and  maintained 
feight  furnaces,  besides  the  three  belonging  to  the 
Archbishop ;  in  Bristol  and  York,  twelve  furnaces 
each.  In  every  one  of  the  three  latter  places  he  was  to 
have  under  him  a  Master  to  take  charge  of  the  Mint, 
and  all  things  thereunto  appertaining.  He  was  to 
bear,  at  his  own  cost,  the  expenses  and  charges  of 
his  servants  ;  that  is  to  say,  of  the  aforesaid  Master 
of  the  Mint,  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Bullion  \  of  the 
Assistant  in  the  Melting  House,  and  all  other  per- 
sons by  him  employed  ;  so  that  he  should  discharge 
all  burthens  and  expenses  in  the  aforesaid  four 
places,  and  deliver  the  Money  to  the  King,  purified 
by  fire v,  blanched,  and  prepared  at  his  own  cost. 
The  King  was  to  give  to  him  for  every  Pound  of 
Sterlings  seven  Pence;  that  is  to  say,  three  Pence 
and  one  Farthing  for  wages  to  the  Moneyers  for 
striking  and  working  the  Money  ;  one  Penny  Far- 
thing for  the  loss  of  Silver  in  the  fire;  and  one 
Penny  Halfpenny  for  adjusting11  the  Coins  in  every 

s  It  is  nearly  in  the  form  of  the  Indentures  of  succeeding 
reigris. 

t  Cnstos  Plat  arum,  which,  according  to  Ducange,  means 
argenteum  metallum.  y  Coctiis.    See  Ducange. 

w  In  emendatione.  Emendatio  panis  &  cervisiae,  means  the 
power  of  correcting  arid  supervising  the  weights  and  measures 
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Pound  of  Money.  So  that/ for  sizirtg  of  the  Coins, 
and  for  the  loss  by  the  fire,  there  should  be  allowed 
to  him,  in"etr^ry  Pdtlnd^  ifeven  Farthings,  as  is 
aforesaid.  One  Penny,  in  every  Pound,  was  al- 
lowed to  the  said  Master  for  his  wages  and  expenses, 
and  for  those  of  the  other  Masters  under  him,  arid 
for  all  his  other  Servants,  as  well  in  meat  and  drink 
as  in  their  liveries  and  other  things,  and  for' char- 
coal, for  the  repairing  of  dies,  for  meltings,  and  other 
charges  about  the  Money. 

*  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  King  should  provide  for 
the  said  Master,  in  every  of  the  aforesaid  four  places, 
houses  convenient  for  his  working,  and  take  upon 
himself  the  payment  of  the  fee  which  the  Lord  Hugh 
Fitz  Otho,  guardian  of  Otho  his  nephew,  claimed 
for  keeping  the  dies,  or  otherwise  to  satisfy  the  same 
Hugh  for  that  fee. 

The  utensils  which  the  King  had  in  his  houses  in 
London  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  aforesaid  Master 
in  the'state  they  then  were  ;  arid  he  was  bound  to 
restore  them,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  when  he 
should  quit  his  office,  in  the  state  they  should 
then  be. 

It  was  also  agreed  with  the  said  Master  William, 
that  he  should  make  a  great  Sterling  *,  to  be  of  the 

of  Bread  and  Beer.  [Kennet's  Paroch.  Antiq.  Glossary.]  In  this 
place  it  probably  means  the  proper  and  equal  sizing  of  the  pieces 
of  Money. 

*  (Jrossus  Sterlingus.  This  has  been  supposed  to  be  the  fiist 
time  that  Groats  occur  in  the  History  of  English  Coinage  3  but 
see  under  the  years  1228  and  1249.  In  Plate  II.  of  English  Silver 
Coins,  No  23,  and  Suppl.  Plate  1.  N©  19,  are  given  the  repre- 
sentations of  (as  it  is  generally  supposed)  these  Groats.    Their 
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value  of  four  lesser  Sterlings  throughout  England, 
at  the  same  rate,  and  on  the  same  condition,  that 
he  should  make  the  aforesaid  smaller  Sterling  *r  with 
this  further  provision,  that,  as  the  said  great  Penny  * 
would  be  more  easily  made  than  the  common  Ster- 
ling, whatever  advantage  might  accrue  should  be 
yielded  by  him  tq  the  King's  profit. 

It  waa  further  agreed  that  he  should  make  Far- 
things throughout  England  (which  at  that  time  were 
round,  and  were  called  Lundrenses  z)  in  such  man- 
ner as  that  the  King  should  have  of  every  Pound  the 
same  profit  as  he  received  from  common  Sterlings, 
that  is  to  say,  twelve  Sterlings. 

And  it  was  ordained  that  every  Pound  should  con* 
tain  twenty-four  Londrenses,  and  three  Shillings  for 
the  Assay  beyond  the  number  appointed  for  Ster- 
lings, on  account  of  the  great  expenses  which  must 
be  incurred  in  making  the  said  small  Money.  And 
it  was  estimated  that  in  every  Pound  of  that  small 
Money  there  should  be  allowed  to  the  Master  ten 
Pence  Halfpenny  for  the  making,  and  all  charge  in 

weight  should  be  96  Tower  Grains,  or  about  89  Grains  Troy , 
but  Mr.  Folkes  found,  the  weight  of  eleven  of  them,  which  lje 
had  met  with,  to  run  from  SO  to  85,  9?,  116,  and  138  Troy 
Grains.  [Table,  p.  8.]  Those  of  the  two  lowest  weights  may 
possibly  have  been  these  Groats  intended  to  be  current ;  but  the 
heaviest  must  have  been  merely  trial  pieces.  See  the  Explana- 
tion of  the  Plates,  y  Gnossus  Denarius. 

*  These  were,  I  presume,  the  Farthings  which  have  Londo* 
niensis  on  the  Reverse.  See  Plate  III.  No  26.  In  a  Coinage 
Roll,  written  in  French,  and  preserved  in  the  British  Museum, 
they  are  called  Lundreis,  or  Londreis.  It  is  singular  that  they 
should  derive  their  title  from  the  French,  father  than  the  Eng- 
lish, name  of  the  place  where  they  were  struck. 
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working  the  said  Pound  ;  and  then  should  remain  to 
the  King  twelve  Pence,  at  the  least,  for  his  profit  out 
of  every  Pound. 

The  said  Master  was  to  begin  to  work  on  the  mor- 
row of  the  Circumcision,  in  the  year  above-men- 
tioned, according  to  the  form  inrolled  in  the  Exche- 
quer, upon  all  the  Coins  before  recited  *.  ~      • 

The  Dies  for  this  new  Money  were  delivered  to  9 
Gregory  de  Rokesley,  Mayor  of  London,  and  Ro-     **^f 
landine  de  Podio,  the  Keepers  of  the  Mint,  on  the  /^*^  ^ 
17th  of  May  A.  D.  1279,  who  took  an  oath  before^  ***"*  *~*} 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  due  perform-  ^^  ^ 
ance  of  their  office  b.  ♦£**  «44r 

The  peculiarities  of  this  Coinage,  and  also  the^'  •***•  /^: 
severe  punishment  which  Edward  inflicted  upon  the^*^,^^ 
debasers  of  his  Money,  are  related  in  various  Chro-^*  4*Hg-' 
nicies.     Langtoft  says,  *'  ^L^^zL^ 

"Now  turnes  Eduard  ageyn  to  London  his  cite,    ,     <a  *4^3£%~ 
&  wille  wite  certeyn  who  schentc  has  his  mone.     ***y^£^  ^ 
Of  clippers,  of  roungersd,  of  suilk  takes  he  questis.  4*^*4^^- 
Olde  used  traitoures  ilk  at  oJ>er  hand  kestis.  ^^<^^^  ^> 

Ilk  thefe  o]?er  out  said,  ilk  a  schrewe  oJ?er  greues,  '**&-  ££** 
Of  fele  wer  handes  laid,  &  hanged  J>er  as  theues.    -^^-  - * 
Eduard  did  smyte  rounde  peny,  halfpeny,  ferthyng,  x 

J?e  croice  passed  )>e  bounde  of  all  J?orghout  J?e  ryng. 
)>e  kynges  side,  salle  be  J>e  hede  &  his  name  writen. 
J?e  croyce  side  what  cite  it  was  in  coyned  &  smyteru 
\>e  pouere  man  ne  J?e  preste  J?e  peny  prayses  no  J?ing.  • 

a  Lib.  Rub.  Scaccarii,  fol.  247-    Sef  the  Appendix. 
b  Pas.  Commun.  7  E.  I.  Rot.  6.  a.  and  Trin.  Com.  7  E.  I. 
Rot.  6.  b.    Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  II.  p.  90. 

c  Spoiled,  corrupted.  d  Gnawers,  nippers. 
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.  Men  gyf  God  }>e  lest,  }>e  feffe*  him  wit}i<a  fer^ing. 
A  Jwmntf  &  tuo  hundred  and  fourscore  jeres  mo, 
On  J?is  mone  men  wondred  fistf  whan  it  gan  go*"£ 

It  is  observable  that  Robert  of  Brurme,  the  trans* 
later  of  this  Chronicle  from  the  French,  has  omitted 
that  part  which  speaks  of  the  Coinage  of  Groats, 
which  are  there  called  Gros  Tournais  Englaysh,  a 
name  that  strongly  marks  the  derivation  of  this 
Coin,  in  England,  from  the  early  French  Gros;  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  so  much  of  the  original  French 
term  was  retained  as  was  sufficient  to  corrupt  the 
English  word  Great  4fcto  Groat. 

The  accounts  of  this  Coinage  by  other  Chroni- 
clers; which  will  be  found  to  differ  considerably  from 
each  other,  are  given  below1,  and  in  note  ■Mo  the 
year  1278, 

•  Feoffe,  endow.  t  First 

g  Langtoft's  Chronicle,  edited  by  Hearne,  vol.  II:  p.  238,  un- 
der the  year  1280.  Langtoft  is  supposed  to  have  flourished  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and  Robert  of  Brunne,  bis  translator 
and  improver,  not  long  after  him.     Hearne's  Preface,  p.  lxiii. 

h  The  words  of  the  original  are,  "  Et  gros  Tournais  Englays 
qe  valent  verayment  quatre  esterlinges  en  achate  &  vent." 
[Hearne's  Langtoft,  vol.  II.  p.  238,  note  1."] 

*  *'l  read  that  King  Edward  the  First,  in  the  eight  yeare  of 
his  reigne,  did  first  coine  the  penie  and  smallest  peeces  of  rffoer 
roundwise,  which  before  were  square,  and  woont  to  beare  a 
double  cross  with3  a  Crest,  in  such  sort  that  the  penie  might 
easilie  be  broken,  either  into  hatfes  or  quarters :  by  which  shift 
onelie  the  people'  came  by  small  Monies,  as  half*  pence  and  far- 
dings,  that  otherwise  were  not  stamped  nor  coined  of  set  pur- 
pose,"    [Holinshed,  vol.  I.  Description  of  England,  p.  218.] 

"The  King  then  did  great  right  and  justice 
upon  clippers  and  peirers"  dfthe'fcoyne, 
And  newe  money  made,  that  then  might  suffice 
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Soon  after  this  Coinage  a  Writ  was  issued  for  a  j /^ip^L  p^> 
Trial  of  the  Pix,  which  is  the  first  instance  on  re-y^  Jc**y* 
cord  of  this  kind  of  publick  examination.      Tb^^^U^^/' 
practice,    however,    is  unquestionably  of  a  much/W.J^/s 
moreantient  date,  as  the  Barons  were  now  com-7?  ^ 
manded  to  make  the  Assay  according  to  the  accuS-  '£«&•*  *3*£ 
tomed  manner  K .  A*cc,-w  -  ^^/v***  <%&*-  aa.  r^aU^  ~*<mjLG^  +>- 

From  an  Account  of  the  Masters  of  the  King's  ^T^W*. 
Exchange  in  Dublin  it  appears  that  the  Mints  ia  ^^.v;*. 
Ireland  were  regulated  according  to  the  terms  con*  **  <u4l*/+*£? 
tained  in  the  Agreement  with  Turnemire;  and  a^J^'*^^ 
new  kind  of  Money  was  ordered  to  be  struck  there  X /^X**. 
under  the   government   of   Stephen  de  Fulborn,  -Hu^  se^<& 
Bishop  of  Waterford,  Lord  Deputy  of  that  King-.^£^ 
dom ;   which,  according  to  Sir  James  Ware,  were  ^  imJuZ,.. 
Groats,  at  four  Pence,  Halfpence,  and  Farthings,  to  ac^,**^ 
be  current  through  England  and  ^K^^l't^f^^!^^f^ 

Of  Syluer  plate,  made  out  of  Boloyne.   *£%^^ 
The  Grote,  halfe  grote,  aU  in  new  coyne.  ^^£^^Z^^^^\ 
He  coyned  fast*,  j>eny,  halfpeny,  and  ferthyng,.  (*Sic.) .c£r^  ZutT 
For  porayll  to  bye  with  theyr  levyng."  ,    '  sU^mJi£*~%' 

Harding's  Chronicle,  fol.  157.      "*" 

Harding  is,  I  believe,  the  only  Chronicler  who  mentions  the^  >*•       . 
coining  of  half  Croats  at  this  time.     Ruddiman,  in  his  Intro:..     ^  fcz^L 
duction  to  Anderson's  Diplomats  Scotise,    says,    that  a   nalf^£^  IhJLfc, 
Groat  of  Ed  ward  I.  was  then  in  the  Advocate's  Library  at  Edin-/^jji^;^g^ 
burgh.     [Translation,  p.  130.}    In  this  I  apprehend  some  vtivt-jL+aU**  **£"  ^ 
take.    The  collection  in  that  Library  has  been  examined  by  an/»4>*<  «*^- 
eminent  Scotish  Antiquary,  but  the  Coin  could  not  be  found,/*-***5*/  f** 
and  it  must,  I  fear,  be  ranked  with  jhe  Penny  of  Edward  I. tftf*?*?  "? 
which  was  supposed  to  bear  scocie  prorex,  but  which  turned /**^y  A z 
out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  misread  counterfeit  Sterling.  "**V  ******- ' 
See  Gent.  Mag,  1797,  Sept.  p.  739.  «//*0y6/M, 

k  Trin.  Commun.  9  and  10  E.  I.    Rot.  15.  b.    Madox,  Hist.^/^^?*/ 
Exch.  vol.  I.  p.  291.  ♦    -tfrpXJK** 

1  Simon's  Irish  Corns,  pi  14.     He  dates  this.  Coinage  in  l«79.  ^^/^ 
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.:  i  M8«i«4ii«HNtaMto<3feirielfe*W»fcb  toevl-  to  wfly 
,  toeHMfiBd^Afcff^wfcrWw^HranK  ^-fcjnreftrtl '  b*ing--<**- 
f«a«)diatid"Btai«f'  slWltWeW*  whiofa  obtains  a  plac*  in 
th»  Hte»*ylw«i*sfe..  iiij»*'Ki!a»t*'t**Bt'h^'\vas  de- 
ceived I'b?1  A-  j»t^b*ty*)i»*iMer^hv>tvhk*lt>docfer«d, 
thHt-Jwhtdiwiw^hd  Jtfonby  -Jof-'Kngtihrf  ^Houldf'be 
nsdiidf  ith» Pciwcfe^  fWal&isfcoa  M»>be  -wftmned  iW 
ke«d«J>')3,bi*<»preiNotMttiJ»u<>tu)>pos«M,'tW  be  ac- 
complished when  the  head  of  this  unfortunate  Prince 
wasiowqwd  «dthrivyi»rii/faed'*ijpdh  the<TbweV  m. 
<;'tfrofifithi8^timwi  «ui*;itoJ/bB-'p'reBtHflied)»hftt  t^« 
En^i»h(M»nByiibeigam  tbibe»wnrfeo*»ti  Wales,  and 
eatuaHytisapunedadl  BkeiGimw'»fjhflf'natinei?rhw!es( 
wlneb-ifiiuf*Jii»te  besndtudwHriyitollbettdv and  sunk 
i&itfeeOoiiii'geniiif  isefcoeedinf  EngH^faMonartlis/  as 
it>deei»»oi*nprtSBirt/ldutaJifl8«auntif»r  frtwtetal  di«ap-> 
peflr&noii  at  -WdWki  Cmwi  iiponir*iy=«ther  supposi*- 
jiylowvikl  t.j  hi--  )  ii  laiii  inui  LI--,1  if,'.-  .,ii  !..«i.ss--.'t 
i^^Annal-  Waver! lenses.  J]>325..  This  nrophecy,  and  its  cpm- 
pletion,  are  somewhat  differently  stated  in  other  Chronicles. 
Ktrygntbn'do&'riottoientioti  tne'nanie  tit  the  Prophet,1  'but  says' 
tfctt>Lexeliy»^heta'%a^Mt¥h|l  flufeugh  West  <:hepe'  with'a1 
s|fc«!crowR  upHnifJj^(|[tt^tke^pV^.!fh^|iV»W*»l 
was,  that  he  should  ride  crowned, thjoij^h, , jthe  Chepe.  ,£Cp},( 
*  3463  and  ?464.] 

Holinshed  says  that  the  King  appointed  an  jtjy (jjjojiin  to  be  set 
uppp  t#wel))'Q's.head»  jft  tflkee,.tha>.lie  w,as  a, prinfle i.  &ft4  B" 
being  adorned,  a  horseman  .carried  it  upon  the, end  of  his  staff, . 
through  Cheapside,  holding  it,  as  he  rode,  on  high,  that  all 
men  might  see  it,  Bic.  &c.  Thus  was  the  prophecy  fulfilled, 
which  was  told  to  him  by  an  old  woman  taken  for  a  soutlisayer. 
of  whom  he  required  to  know  how  he  should  speed  iu  this  war; 
whereunto  she  answered,  that  he  should  boldly  go  forward, 
for  he  should  ride  with  a  crown  on  his  head  through  Cheapside ; 
and  so  by  the  deceivable  prophecy  he  was  deluded,  and  brought 
to  destruction.  [Holinshed,  vol.  II.  p.  2H1.] 


tibi*.  Thftt  tb*  Wtkh  Frwon  did  actaalljr  tfcike 
Moftey  i«  tb«tr  r«*ptctt*e  diftiitta  ■M^tecopqlod^ 
from  the  enumeration  of  the  rig bt  of  coining  among** 
the  iMMMnnoiertde  powers  of  Somrigoty*;  *md 
thtt  Coral  did  mUjMtnralate  in  ibeir  dominion*  if 
evident  from  tie  nitore  of  tbe  fines  wiucb  we  im- 
posed in  their  laws,  for  they  sometimes  are  rated  in 
money  atone,  and  sometimes  tn  cattle  and  money 
jointly  °,  . 

u  No  Coins,  however,  which  can  be  supposed  to 
hate  issued  from  their  Mints  are  at /this  time  known 
toexist*  oior  hsve4  met  with  mere  than  one  instance 
of  amy  person  who  pretended  to  haye  seen  them,  or 
to  know  him  who  had  seen  them.  In  the  Phifoso* 
pfetcal  Transactions  it  it  recorded  that  Mr.  Edwbrd 
Ltayd  was  very  inquisitive  about  Welsh  Coins,  but 
could  never  see  one  of  them/  although  the  then 
Bishop  of  Bangor  told  him  that  a  Coin  of  Lhy  welyn 
ap  Jorweth  (who  was  contemporary  with  Richard  I. 
and  King  John)  had  been  kept'  by  a  relation  of  his 
for. several  years  in  his  pocket,  and  that  he  had 
shewed  it  to  many  of  the  Bishop's  acquaintance,  still 
living,  who  confirm  it."P 

«  Leges  Waffle*,  p.  71. 

o  Id.  p.  33.  In  the  more  antient  Welsh  Laws  the  Pound, 
the  Penny,  and  its  parts,  occur;  afterwards  the  Mark  and  the 
Shilling. 

P  Abridgement  by  Jones,  vol.  V.  Part  H.  p.  MM.  The  above 
account  is  copied  from  a  MS  note  by  the  late  Daines  Barring- 
ton,  in  his  copy  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Arcbseofogia,  p.  280. 
A  vague  account  of  triangular  Silver  Coins,  with  a  hole  in  the 
centre,  and  a  circular  inscription,  is  given  in  Meyrick's  History 
of  Cardiganshire,  p.  197;  *nd  there  conjectured  to  be,  perhaps, 
the  Money  of  some  Welsh  Prince.    This  was  followed  up,  in 
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'  -f»A8  t&arffirti»*itet»w*r  *Hte*wti,  tit  if  i  probable 
rtotth  dttttatperfe^kjlegdodcmioli  i  itoiw  ,»5ii. ♦  r.  qtuA 

^Itafba  ^ra^iimed>uk,tlw(pifcfi^  Lrtadnn  tb*t«oo 
qnej  <  idithJar  fartt^non^r  mtire*  nAmiM  -  mate  m*i  of 
%Uiift(bB^  lor  efcflhtyigd  beyond  ttee,s*»s  A  3 .  ■  • 
-  (The>lMonieBi  wbioh  Jkad  bwnj  collected  in  the 
D»€«eIof  Dwtaam  fpn  Ae.fHp|>opfc(Qf  the  Army  in 
theiHtoty  (gadi  wtoe  ortfctwd  to  iht  thu*  ipaid — Such 
*i  jvm<  ne*  Mtf&epitarthfe  Afercbwato.de  Lufcft*  and 

bif^tbe*itoB^abiib^rItii%4ee»mkdj^  TeqlU  of 

tbe^  mafttyi  cw  8eR^hi0h//endemditbt«teipca^bteraf 

t  couaj/lyibg  toitfo  thb^cteitjarid  ^  L * 1 . »  w  iv  kw  t«  h,  *  •<  * 

tt?£i'entleman,s  Magazine,  July  1&10,  p.  24,  by  a  statement, 
equally  vague,  of  similar  Coins  said  to  nave  Deen  found  in  Caer- 

This,  I  presume,  was  English  Money,  but  must  confess  myself 
;to V  Worant  6t'  ftti  preW  nkr&e>  tff '  his'  ft&nW.'  ''  H^°any 
to^ticfe  cklsfed  tHit  tt  d?rtUu«b^of -the ^Mii^ht  of/O&OoiKf  tt& 
fptore  prior  to  thtiatovejdateitAilfeouMr  WIWifta*>tt£  J!»qfe 

in  a  refusal  of  the  diminished  Money ;  but  the  earliest  instance 

<#  S***^  WbiJmsff  .this 

Mo^aarcht   j  >|   ^^j      ,Dr,iniPV  ^,  ^nnab  Y™d;sJiwrJ  iusfl  • 

<i  dans,  u  f .  1^.  2,*^       v       r  Claus^^U  t^-*.  ?..<> 

s  Chron.  Priorat  tie  Dunstaple,  p.  477. 


» 


A<Wr«t  4>f  tbf^tt^^  *«ttt€d(taJ^ftifa  BbrnS 
sftriH^  nthat>'«a  vhonftbte  lumbar- t|»d?i«acbed,>lbe 
King's  ears,  with  informatiatrctfai*  >ift*fbrtaia  <\mte 
beyt)i^lhe4»c48^wi^ptrt6ns;(ittiaw6d  with  desire 
of  gain,  and  nofr?*ig*rdiiig>atiy  ipjmr^thty  jpigtotK) 
tomtit  triiotel  vforfci  £mlrided  tem^ora^  advantage 
accrued  to- thfetmetves'frdm  tfcab  <cketW)  idkheortupt 
the  Kittys  Moneys  EbigWtid  and  4w>ldrfdi^B*rfe 
bjr  dipping?  others  \WA  fete*'  dies  loMdexQorn^ 
resembling  thodft^tfae  liiing  in^fwurA)  atid^ioswrf^ 
tion,  but<<rfivhk-hlt^^ 

m  n«ihbfcry<  *e*M<fyi^  tfeight; 

othtn^folmfed  tfltotoflf  faflfcfeii&d&ghfa,  but  Wanting 
in  fineness,  as  Was  apparent,  from  sight,  taucfrj  er*4ai 
by ifite  ^  ttfeets 'atrutf k;©orh#*Mith  .%  sonlkdicl,.  wfcieh 
although1 1  Hey  uiight  hd  4  abriaft  jifctheip'o*a coitalry, 
y^idiff^«di*mnvth^lKi^s»Mi)iiEy«iw  farwj  irelght, 
insdriptooo^  and  fmbneafc;  >Whiob  Coma,  if/they  \*ete 
by  degrees  mingled  with  .thai  Money  of  ^beJlpal«i# 
would  in  a  short  time  corrupt  it,  to  the  great  loss 
and"  dUorcfer  of  the  j&rigdoini'  ,  In  order  !&>'  cnebk 

aftpMtttededheiMdr  J«h»ider  Buna»to»tbfiicwe(,ofi  the 
I^»tts  Y>f  DowK'and'SfltttdWiobj'  ^nd<  the -parti  sdj*. 
c&t,  wifeittthdrii^tJi^/^th'ef  irf  ships  or^ 

the  p»eiee*wn  af.ian^ipirt^ftftiwbirtsoqKsr^afli  ^,  irv 
tpeot  ffadttftat&iffe  «he-d*uke  «s»to  form,  weight,  mU 
BxteaeKVY  the  view  of  twtlv<r  just  ahd  l;*\rfat  aien 

t  fte  occurs 'as  one  Wtt^tinstftitt  of  tfte'Abbey  6TS*.  Augus- 
tine in  Canterbury  during  the  vacancy.  [Mag.  Rot.  1!  15/1:  Ifi 
Rot/toinptotam/'in.    1.  b.     Midbx;  ffisfE*ch.  H#L}1.  "p. 
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counterfeit  Money,  fft>m  whatsoever  quarter  it  nflght 
oooie.  to  ihe  King's  use.  „And  to  keep  m  custody 

I  the  bodies  of  those  in.  whose  power,  or  m  whose 
land*,  such  Money  shouldr  be  found,  provided  thef 
were  persons  liable  to  suspicion,  until  the  King  s 
pleasure  should,  be  known  tt. 

i  In  consequence  ox.  strict  inquiry  into  these  abuses 
pt  the  (fOiriB,  more  than  300  persons  were  convicted, 
ot  whom   some  were  hanged,    others  drawn  and 


when  ftdw&rd,  -in  a  Parliament  which  was  holden  in 
Landan.  commanded  the  Money  to  he  changed!  on 
account  of  the  shameful  manner  in  which  if  was 

those  Merchants  a,nd,  Jews);who  sold,  bought,'  or 

in  the  City  of  London,  and  the  pasts  adjacent,  which 
Sb^^M,*  !tf  Varjp^^  kiyxds,  oj  false,  Monej^ai 
h^b^e^brprt^o  ghg  Realtor  had  J^n,made 

er  iif 

)floR 
lereof 

•o^q** 
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weighed  but  1 6  Sniffings  and  4Jflence  oTtne  Money 

"tefr5,  i  '•i1*^  ^'90?fftiw  mem  tV9noM  Ji3mj«iK»^ 
of  England.      ,       t     * 

^DoJeiP  «r  .;  ««:lh  o    bnA. 

Others  made  two  dil 
aqus,  whereof,  there  w«v  Vvuua  *u»jr"H  ««*«.  — ^ 

it  m  the, other.    These  were  asiight  as  the  money 

i    km'     u'   -froiDiqeua  o*   ^kffeil   ^aoe.^q   rm'.<1 
wttii  tne  iYlitre*  „  ,     r  .  .      .  , 

T .,       .       .  .u  omnia  90,bui*»d^  9i"?r,*m* 

Likewise  there  was  current,  as  well  in  England  a* 

i"'  '' '  jrir   •  ■  ;  j:  *\  W4V  JonftTo  orwfHmoenD'ji  u>  r  . 
beyond  the  sea.  a  raise  Money  of  pure  Copper*  which 

'"L-i    —\i  *Vr  '^lOOg^ilfyiom  ,/rfifiJ)  or|t Tq. 

was  white,  and  when,  new  resembled  the  Money  or 

Lf  -  .     v  r    r  >ii  v     d  >ijuefi    biov/   **nioa    nionw   lo 
England  • 


^enpy^  and  put  it  between 'two  leads' of  SUV^r/afe^ 
so  imitated  Cqins,  well  &rkl 'fod  fiWfc' ^   ^°rfj 
C  Lawful  faoney,  m&lftdfto 


^rs^^rto^PtS:11  r,n*  <'K^'^  *':  V ■'  '.It  o. 
rf  theflPiSia£atSon  mi^^otti^n^a^ai^ 

Moriwbroug^  in' sfto^iM1 b6r^adfiiiied :By^ persons 
appointed  bv  the  Kine*.       «-«--'•  i ■■  %  o<  h 


tppointed  by 

*  Pat.  12  £.  I.  nv5.  in  cfedtffe,  d6rs^  At  thS  tfcrt*  Silver 
seems  to  have  been  plentiful  in  England?  tor  FtorWKe  Bar!  of 
Holland,  intending  to  improve  hfe  Money  by  a  taew  Coinage, 
obtained  Silver  in  England  for  that  purpose.    But  when  it  was 
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command,  tB  pitovbHhW  integrity  iT  hts'EngTish- 
Coins,  the  state  of  the  Monfy4hWtifculatiett  in 
hisfdteigri'possfessT^'^^  ttv  dfc'mesm's  neglected. 

In  the  year  i38^'W^!i*ril 'iffi  TtriWrtire,  3ttfe 
Kfng's'illbneM  wa^:fseriit  ,*into",Ustfe'ny}  to'  te 
Ma^t^of  Jtne°MmitheYe,,l'th<rt  ^ Money  might  fee 
betteV  made"  <iu- '  Alid '  about*  fodf'  yeafs'tafter*a'fd,' 
I&89 v'*M»1is0»3f  tn^Mayor  *of  Bourtteau*,'  of  his 
Locum  Tenens,  "ftas' oifteAh  HO  matte  Proclamation, 
resb^ctiW^W:Coih¥'WhiSH'Werfe 'cdWent'there',  to 
tfie'  fol!6Virig,eff&1>:  ^*That  bread,' Mm  meat;'  &£' 
snbirfdr^  ¥^«  afccoUih^  'to'  the1  dew  'Money,  4itqu 
the  pgtit'lhb^n?oisVfiho*  that' dndlWe  Feast  of  St. 
Martin  next  ensuing,  the  Chipotenses  b,  and'dther' 
oia  Coins, "iihich'^re'yniUlk't^  iH!  tha't  t)uchy, 
sfidtilAWIir'tie^c'ur^erit;1  *at  We  'rkte'bi  five'CHipi^ 
tenses;  oWe1  P&i'ce'of  oM  Mohey^for  fdur  netf{ 
Pennies,  'or*  thtr  ■Wmer'toitfibePof  'petit 'Tdurribis:' 
ASM*  that^af  tne  <&?|Jotenses,  'and  'file*'  othtt*  old 
Coins';  ^ere'hbHo  fk  feHeiVetf  %  any1  one,  6*  paih1' 

ofm<^'anclgo<idsfcT,;1,  -'•;•    '     "     -  ' ■'    ■'*    " 

1296.  'In  hfs'l8<h  year  Proclamation  tfas  ttkdti, 

l<*fe&ia  waggons  £q  be  tyke** 4o  jfeeisejttti&j  A  j>W  fl|u|4fl$#, 
by,t{#veA  wty>  muj$ere^  son^e.  pf^h^^cpons  ^we^e  cj^- 
ducting  it  $  and  the  Sheriff,  hearing  of  this,  seized  the  Silver, 
to-tbe  amount  of  960  bounds  §terlirig.iHfhe  Earl  perlH&edrtffe 
KiHg^haf  it  might  be  rtsWred  to  hHrl;  fAn.  1*  B.'I.  itffrtf'RffiN* 
ftymer, -V.  p;  100i]    \Vs> {■<■'    -/?>.    i   *r  rj   ^,i«-3>'fc*  hiio  i  q- 
»*$<>*.  Vasoon.  ,1$  E.  If  n>  &  Aug.  8.    _      , .  t  ^n ,  tl       Vtf 
h  I  cannot  discover  where  this  Money  waa  struck.    In  1312 
eight  Chipotenses^were  reckoned  to  be  equal  to  otie  ^Sterling. 

dot     Io'j    iii/j«vv*a  .*' 


thrQ^g^lo^^)th?^|^ft^,,  to,.  wph\W>  %,<4»ppiflg>Arf 

P»j*  year jyfts ,jpflde . flepparHffrte 4>* .^jj^nw^l 
me»tofth«^>ii|»%inr!^i(ig^d«>1     ..,.,  ,.,ij  !:j 
JK.ujfghtyn,  who  pjac<$  0iftetent  und^rj^jfieaia 

WW-  the  Jewia,wetef,«oowc$ed  fpf^clippjn.g^nd,ew3^ 
rupting  tbe.Qajnsc  a#d  4fo$  ,thejr  we*ertym8h*d, 
n«fer  tp.re^w|,  principally  ^.as^ui^qf  M^un-j 
belief,  sod,  $he,  ,fal^in& ,  wh$j  ,ihe  i .Chritfij 

hawhly  impu^ta  them.,  (i  [The  (^monsCgflYfl  3«» 
the  Kingth^^^ny  of^ajj.  f^  wy&bfa^fc 
thi*  measure.  mjgty.Jje,  c#rjrjed,,into  ejcec.utipn  wjth^ 
outdelay'-  j.,,,,,,,  ,f,   ,l|T-    ,,:    ..„.,    y  ..    „,,t?i/ 

Acceding,  to  ipQ$i&Jfti$aw*ih*.YrfyQ  $&*$  ffl0 
the,  reign  of  Edwa,r4  j|J.,fthJ8,  ^js^m^t^,^^ 

Jej$8.  was  occasioned,,  by,-,  a,  con^in^/r/mi  .$£, 

1*6,  an^  pejjfidy;  ,of  Jtha^.p^plf, ..ftey;  fus}tfy  aj^ 

f°*8$m>  «»d  ^tfPfliW&K  the  ^RWey,^roj}ghn 
out  the  Kingdom.     It  was  therefore  ,<je,^r^ jn^pd , 

^bttlf^WWiiHAr^lQpW^W  th#>    Pn  at- 
tain day,  between  the  first  and  third  hour,  they 

stRKM'tevppveheHded  k&"«Wy<  city*  andibaiMsfbed^ 

fr^riif  |he  land:  *  PM 'ttftbeW'  projjerty'was  cbmV1 

Wtywtik  wsm  n&pVtedtf  ithet,w4»}tbiest  of .them^ 
in  consequence  of  this  permission,  "loaded  a  ship/? 
with  immense  wealfli.':,A  When  tbey  had    *ttl!ad 

"'?!  *:I     ;;'>:r*"'3  :7W'vsr~!'   e/.i.i     i  >;  ■   n.'*-;."   vi    ;..<*    ' 

e  Thta  date  is  fi|fi4  ty  TfpprcxJf^  tha^  !%»<*.  in  $e^(1 
chequer,  and  from  Mat.  Wesjwjnster,   J\ngfia  Judaica^pjj^j 
f  Knyghton,  col.  2466. 
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rtetitfty  U^tfod'iboijkh  ftfe^eiffihatneti  the  Master  of 

sbip  rested  «ptt»t her  aamVj>f  I  He  fcheiiip&rstad&dith* 
Jttwfe'to'goiipawjthei^ 

the  Aide  wooid  "Botlfltnv-ftiriJa/lonpiticttfti  tfatfing 
kdud^Nni^fe^asbecoilhlfromtilikeisbip^  and  fiittK 
iog  fehetttdd  was  ^ratwglftv<  be » stele  away,fyotii 
tbe^/i«iiid>*cfenc|^^  :>Xbe 

wretched  Jews,  when  they  discovered  <  their  *itua- 
fixnt%  OtiMeokto  teapP6riie}pi;i>butfeevfnockuig  th^m, 
badfe  4h«*n  toll  upod  'Moseay  who^onJu^dntheir 
B^th*«(thrf6i^h>th)d  Red  Seal;  *ndtso  llaftthem .to 
fferitfh.  ^HfeitteflfrrtMDned/todhe  Kibg,  to  whom  he 
told  a]t«thtiPhdd  'btfpjfaned,  and  dbtained  favour  land 
fgwwdEtn  <foi  #ucfo  'abhortenoe  tr*s  that  miserable 
pefpta  held ^  that  the-iaferny  «fi  this  transaction  is 
pws&fc  ihtoiK^edi  by'tfod  HisrtartdA.  A  contenmpo* 
r4Wyfi^bm«icleiv^hdww^rv  hasnglvew-  a  statement 
ttdth  Ti^re^af^itTaWeltortkre  ffhauatfrter  of  Edfvawji; 
fob  tjev  tekptes  that^ivherirtbeikiag  heard iilbi^  be 
ebttddfnnfcd 'ttd'  the  gattowte  alb  that  were  conoernidxki 
toiiobbdi^iaMd'nMrderKb  ui  .n*/  v  b  h  *•  w*--y  90 
The  severity  with  which  offendelBia^mfet;i<>be 
MMt  fleece  'puriisfertd^  stidbtbto^Hntshipeatiof  Khe 
J^wks'hs  pattobeftfs  of  tfaattfrihnej  appafrritebaraA^en 
eireHriseehf'B'yafrii  ;nfoiiqHi^v^y«ar&JCifteriwartitity«dt« 
found  n«*ssaty>^t»i^^ wdnrferrtbet  tmthwntyxpf 
IWhainent,  now^foiuitfae^fti^fc^  data 

Mh»&  oBug$k/6an  for  rthe  .ftres^tvatoiuiafHtirt 
Coins.  ,  ^nf.3  ad 

f^Dieyr^reito  fee  fdiind.in  fthe  8 tafeatum  de  JVkmtta, 
S^qtlmod^bMoiietifttrvilni^larid  AirtkgdiJdfc  Mfr 


^nr 


♦     ■ 
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Thougfetbewelajn^printedha^t^tuttt^  3te*r*t<jq^»«t* 
tHkth&I^Anatfdwti  cdU  hatemBj^etaqauhrteto  4jbi* 
ti&dj  tfcei  taAwob  tenbgvri4Mererifaa«ofl|  Pnofflaitiatiad, 
gndrfttJe  lafribi^oArtiatesyaffiHeguhtoioai  ^ifiy  the 
Steftifeik  v«pil<)nMiifiditlkritrriK8dn^8touUtp«kwb^ 

K%  o*qEnghrac^Jjrf  iipHm^)akxfbff^DdSd^b^s«b 

paift-ofrforifeitiffiei.vo)^fb  vsrft  neriw  rew«il  bod&cyiv* 

•'  Tbab  ttixrajtoothould;  bpfaig-ift! onqT  ttfetfto  U*dj 

in  ^nglattdl  ^aitiess  dci&feJty  fotwMj<tl*pe*^la& 
edrdingvta^oqdfrtstihicrtjl^ffew^b^jB+ter,  Sat*^ 
iweh^clKtai^  fetal 

other- ownnwln  ^PortomAoddfch*fc>LW'heh  ha  btaubl 
eomtu  treran^  efdthfaBe^ipbws^rbe^^^IiieitejUciw^ 

pHwntednbyi>tfae/Iiii^ii  wrtb?wbHai^  J-wiwjfg)ni^^ 
u|>o*ttpain  taf  ferfcubute  mitod^j^hdig^^JsvncATidtblrt 
he  shdnld  mot  j»mb«lrthedoe,  cn*m  c«dqf<*we§J  the 
gCMtaferbj^friimeifr  t*rtotHeiy/**toi  Ihfc  MtofcH^rabbflW 
be  viewed  and  examined.4jj&lb^j^kMi^iftbe(K.^ 
9bouWfBpj»iBt^hn3tto  fi)id//  rftr/i^'/jhiv^a  ^dT 
idTlatmorpdEtDDftehwiidlitt:  sfbhrirdy/qs  toqmtiMW 
neydaararigt^ehiikfips  faribab^itfto  la  etata^qr  ein*»j|L 
etbeti  teawe^iritei cause /^uapmibn  *>£  jCQ*cbainieRt*> 
npognr  ipaitoiof  fertfeiteigj  bo^Dandcgoqcfe^ft^dithatfhd 
tfifart  ^flhbdA^M»*vtrt^tBe^fibmft.)  should,  ihaWfifWi 
Rtocto  imcthe/Baaifi,  arid  life  remaindfrtfto  f godte) 
the  King.  -mo') 

saaoaWafekny utoteahcaAA  ifinfclriM^wyxrf  Qth^cCbm 
tbiA  c&BhglfimA,  aTfil^ralj  /a«(l  SeoriiAdpIoniiltppei* 
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should)^  »^  hardyt^>^^TW^tiTih^iiiil0,i  under 
heatfy  ipsnaltywi  jThtf,b(#qd>  Money  tobtHmtawl  l& 
thrown**  theneofiotocb  1he>ffaitto\be>hrQke*iViMh* 
outiwtorii*gi;,,aud  ith*frttortedy<>f  Wal,  in  TOhoafc 
hands  the  false  or  clipped  Money  should  he  fot&i ; 
sh^dr  jb^  itak^a  Mftudrik^  ftftfil  f h$  fchpqid^jid 

su^^,  >ifih|8  we^^a>pcirfi^b/sa$pept4d,,  »*;H  iomoVo, 
Anj^)^o%u«e  7 mbn^f  pepptep  fK>or,  *nd  jritoh  *  /  could  t 
not  distinguish  the  light  awl  clipped  Coins,  it  «nt  - 
o#d^edi*hHtj^  Money  $hotfld  from  fcbefc  tune*  fee 
revived  ta*d  ^aid , by  weight-  of  ftv*'  ShiUings  ;ra 
amount  and  fiy^Shlllittg^iq.tvfelida,  b^tha  TunlbmJj., 
whiah.  wa*  tenbfc/  deliv^rertjibyi  the  Warden  X>f  *Ahe ) 
£$ahdgg$  Veuig'i^Bkedtwt^ithed^tn^atatnp^  .j*i4 
thijbBftfiirtres  wth^unAnd  evc^ypfeyrgow  migbba*  Jairf? 
pfamfg  bora  the>  M^tie^ i  iwhk^i  wop Whn<swk  weight 
th^Kmrthfiel  ^>fcnd?  also.  &U<cther  |Vf Hmyio  not.  bethg* 
th^r^MB*f  the  j^in^df  Ertglatod^refctad,  and&eofcn 
lajK^  4fyidthat>  the  itoigbts  *tou|d  jhe  ddi*eredia«^>i 
ma$e<4(hy  jth&Warde^tff  jherExdtengfl,  asiv*li<rt , 
the/Tun^hT^l^  f t  oj  *hthi<h  bnnrh„r)K:  to  -wito' 
<JHie  rYjeiterofiad  W*irfe»M>f  t.tbe  Mo*i^  ttw*  , 
shK^d -eome^r^m  abroad,  as  ^ftooft) 03  tm  k^ad  vtewfld; : 
thefts was^ta  *eigh  th^ii ;. land  if>  ha) s^fci 4ndf 
m&  Wmey^^ml^tmiic^^  iPoundjdtd  m#*  **®gfar* 

tw^y&ifMUittgv*  by^-*te^i«ntei?)!trfifeur  Pm^f*,, 
then  hfcfftbogid  <wtainin*>  tayithel  Tumbrel  where  rtbe, 
faufotfMtO  A^#^«<^«»W««ee?^©|nie0}tUrtt  fc*i 

nies  in  the  twenty  Shillings,  he  should  nevertheless 
defi&KtlSirt  WiflSKut 

denial.     But  if  the  ISfflure  "snoijldT^  of  mprel  h$ 
should  <fa>M»ti»  thaffliiaf^hn^  ip&,  n  o<  *•.  ■*<■ 
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And  the  Wafldten  wto^cbafged  mt  *6  nfccetve  any 
gift  Wimngr&f6#  ddihg4rty kirid^PfavcmY;  and  that 
he^iild*ffl?cotrtmi*4^^  iciuse  any 

m*mier  of  deity,  *a»  b#h&*  Regard  to  himself  and  hte 

Thd  Articles  ^r*  precisely  th^  s^mfe  asthfe  Pro**!*^ 
vnation  of  bis  12th  year,  which  described  the  fdlse 
Coins  at  that1  time  current,  and  therefore  n&ft  rfbt 
to-be  repeated  in  this  place  k. 

At  the  same  time  a  Writ  was  issued  which  staft&ft 
that  sevetel'Merthbntfc,  both  natives  and  alien*/ 
brought  into  the  Realm, » from  "foreign  parts,*  the 
law&il  Coins  dipped,  anfd  other  Money  of  various 
Mints,  being  counterfeits  of  the  Coins  of  England. 
Proclamation  was  therefore  commanded  to  be  made^ 
forbidding  the  practice]  and  tbe>use  ttf  such  Money* 
in  buying  or  selling.  For  the  first  offence  the  Mo- 
ney was  to  be  forfeited;  foi*  the  second,  thesaibe, 
toother;  with  all^goals  fattnd  upon  the  person* 
offending^  fim  the  third,  imprisonment,  and  >for" 
feiture  of  all  goods  and  chattels  to  the  King.  AH 
other  persons,  ttot  Merchants,  who  should  have 
svichrMoaey  hv  their-  possession,  Were  commanded 
iittttiidfately  to* bore  'it  through1,  tad*  bring  it  to  the 
RipgV  Mint,  there  »  to  *be  coined  «tiew  with  the 
Kiflgfc'dfc,  on  pain  of'tforfeitfAre*  And  alt  the  fay 
ferted  Coihs  were  in  like  manner  to  be  recoinedl     " 

As  this  Proclamation4 was  not  obeyed,  a  Commis- 
sion Was  issued  frditi4  the  EbtchwjU€r  upon  the  JOth 

tutes  [1556],  compared  with  Runningtqn's.  ,         "  \ 
1  Statute  90  E.  I.  feat.  fc-anfl^WuiAdEilf .  &<«:  dtlfe.'       ' 


o- 


108  ANNALS   OF   THE   COINAGE. 

tion./and  empowered  John  d „  _____ __ ____ 

ir*orr;_wo?>  •"'air  Aiiiw  r^dapQ;  rxiw  «uii/l  ^fl*  *<W- JV1 
de  Lincoln,  Merchant,  of  HuUL  to  survey  all  M< 

ney  that  should  pass  in  payment  between  Merchants 

,B  ir..i  _  _      _  _  •111    '-_•* 

thn 

Spuijv  7H*cmmor>  eb^"  jsj-h  ^-%I  JLvIIk^/wsoW 
proclamation  was  prov_d[qa.     1  he  .Commission  to 

have  not  found  when  it  wag  revoked  ;  nor  have  any 


Diocese,  to  come  before  him  at London' on  theFeai 

l8iJ»totedrf"'to  them  that,  in  justice,  they  who  could 

iot  expose  their  bodies  in  the  war.  should  assist  with 

te§Rf  lie  fij  3qs^  /lT»Jrj»  irfg   &» Jv/  ior-tt*  Jj_jf.  Loos 
their  wealth,  and  called  upon  them  to  contribute  to* 

wai^ii^uioasefti  h©//iutdi  i^taiRQi  %3fejCQ»«iarfcit 

M8$3yft.1CknoJ    ,(V  ,(>ViiM    ^.ifctf'   Miy.{!    ta-y&LOji  i'rftitl    1 

o+  3i/>-»(?(jg    /     TP^  q    '*:>to_i  yd  W.:  .-.»,_    -k       cbacj  V  wmjrt 
r^r_fe.1&to^^  HisfJ'EichVtdlv «. 


tion.  [Rot  Vase.  22  £.  I.  m.  13.  in  cedilla.  Brit. Mus,  lll.V.b.) 
n  Hemiagford,  p.  52. 
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It  is  not  recorded  whether  the  Clergy  complied 


t  Aboui  this  time  it  appears  th&t  a  kind  of  base 
Money,  called.  Lanp  niger,^ was  commonly  current 
in  some  parts  of  England  *.       | 

The  Stalutfes  vvHicn  had  Mmerto  beenmacle,1  wfer£ 
now  foupd  tp  be  insufficient  for  the  restraint  of 
thbsfc  practices  by  wfiich'  ine  Money  uwafc  del)ase£ 
and  it  became  necessary  to  check tffefti  by  a  rietfliw, 
wructi  was  enacted  at  iStepnevt^on  the  ijth'  o/'WaJfi 


,    An<f  wb^reas  this  establishment  woumntft  Waft 
n!  it  were  not  w/6IT  maintain^,  it1  was'  ordairiea Ittiu 

good  and  strict  watch  shoula  fpe  Kept  in  all  places 

*bi  swuiiinor)  ->t  nvjnj  poqn  I>3lDsj  bits  ,n  ^w  » 15*11 

li^lflklM^PSd^b.  tecbtfteMB.  lt>JGiweVs  BtotiOTfcr^fr*ac* 

P  In  the  house  of  Henry  Wallis,  Mayor  of  London*  ygjftpfjl 
Survey  of  London,  as  quoted  by  Leake,  p.  79.]  It  appears  to 
be  s^fxtraiajii^ii  t^ftatujegli^  !pe tfnacte^  yipwte 

<«AiSte$«te«  uKtVbpVri  «J^9dHBI|^ 

Ps^P-»a..efjt/.i:-.a  .ih-i'i.di  ei  ai.I  a'M/  jwbV  j_tfj    nvr 

Ce.  ,q    btorgmimH 
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uponitbe;  fa»,ca*9t*o)ft  3h*r  pjfrtey  an<*' olsewHef  e 
when$  ther&WsJaa^jarrivaJyby  good  awdfaMkl 
me»y  iswoMi  ;to  awttt  those  who  should  bririg  id'ttseh 
or /other:  had/Mooey;  togtilhe*  with 'the  4atne  Mjjwtejr 
and  all  that  belonged  to  them*,  4tid  to  sendthemVo 
him  or  then  j  who  nahalildt  h»ve  ^oihority  from  the 
King;  ito  idb  justice  upon  theoa>  But  this  Authority 
the  King,  at  that  time  retained  tar  himself,  aft  net 
having  then  been  arfvi^d  what  maimer  of  judging  fit 
he  shookh  ordain.  -  • . .  .1  •  „  •» 

In  respect  of  the  arrest  aforesaid,  it  wa#  com- 
manded to  be  made  in >  this ^  manner:  the  Comthon- 
atty  of  earth  port  were  to  ehoeee  two  good  and  lawful 
fnen  of  the  same  port  (for  whom  the  electors  should 
answer),  who,  with  the  Baihtffe  of  *tbe  same  ports, 
should  arrest  and  search,'  truly  and  without  favoer, 
ail  sueh  as  should/ arrive  wifchih  their >wardsv  and  all 
that  they  brought ;  and  should  .send  the  bodies  iof'  aH 
whom  they  should  ftnd  to  have'  brought  such  or 
other  bad  Money,  to  the  King's  *hief  prison  of  the 
County  where  they  should  arrive.-  And  the  keeper 
of  the  same  prison  was  comiiMitfddd  to  detail  and 
saftly  keep  theu^  until  Che  Rkig>  should  befmfo^ln^l 
of  rthe  smnner 'ofi  the  >fect,  *n<J  should  miafce  i^nown 
his  will  thereupon  f  Tito  ts^deWardkeasrtoi^d  the 
Money  and  other  Silver^  <if  any*  there*  should  he>  and 
deliver  the  same  to  th£rKirig\f  great  Erchange^and 
to  xiha+ge  themaehres  with  the  i^e^t  of  th<±  goods,  to 
ans^ver  at  the  Exchequer;  w  )•::■■<.  t  -  1 
»  Arfd  because  the' King  had  reoeiiedi^iformjMiorl 
that  beyond  set*  the  ^tt' Starting*  wad  counterfeited 
with  bad  and  fakedxre^l,  46ithegreai6erinjiiiyfof  tits 
realm,  he  therefore  further  ordairted  that'  all  those 


- 1  >. 


w JBQKUtH»I.  it     v  <  I'll 


w^K>MK>yl4jbriog '^rhUgs  fkombttyomA  seoiintathe 
wd,;regl»,  ^rogls^rh*w<-ifithM^  tke/ittngh  pouter, 
ftfoiiJd  iJ^ivori  ill**?  aafrraanb)  :*k»  .said  Waideus  of 
Ifce4ttfrfctffcb^  same 

Wwetaw*'  uuder^bew aftal&>  «ndi  the* seals  of  tbow 
irtbo^bipugbt^h^na^aod  h^ikuffulleitiotcmy  of  good 
ineflrpCthe  *»intf  porta*  urteifr  *tp.  send  thou  forthwith 
to  tke.4$itt  <Asaayt*&i  anfao  sbotild  be  appointfed^by 
the&ing  to  »«Jc0assayiof  tMortey.  >  Audtheisreje 
Wardens  were  commanded  to  sench  <tiie  todiestorith 
the  Money  aafeiy  attd^xrarteouafy.  u,   <><><,»y>  -d 

r^And  ii  tile  Aasayera  sb«toldffirfdrthe<M^iltt^»jp&ad 
and  true,, .iivwgigbt,  Attn  Stiver,  and  aihptfaer*  thmgt, 
ajomadiaguto  the  old>i  Standard  ^J&^attids  tomf 
dw^d  immediately  fmeiAeiper5Mi«,  artd  deliver  to 
them  the  Money  which  they  had^o.broaghfc  ;i  tadaf 
tfcegri  ahookl  bei found  fafae^  ithey  were  to , bes&rfeit, 
todlhehodiea  tobe^fc*he>I&^  uit 

o  ftwas  ftlsp>  erdatned  tbatbfron&!  that  twnerumeirf 
the  uealmrior  within  t^,King>juriiHlkfc&)n*  sbsrtdd 
ndyboc  bailee  wookv  w^lf€ill»>  lleaAer,  4eid,  vor  ,*ity> 
buceptrfor  gpadfifmdutm*  Steriiogiv;  ornfor  Sdiver 
Katitaasayed  totdimarikgrf  >art  *be»  RiagfB  g«5$it  Bk* 
efajigfc,  <xrim  etdatojf^fcttgoadjj  towfiriy  * aweksufin 
gientimerahanc^eir/abdsitterflyhoeii^dboiiid^  the 
caatratfytyiand  be  thereof  attainted  bjrt  i&e  aaid  War- 
dens,  ^rby*otfeers>qf  th^tKingb  oflker^  ^hettbiags 
»  soAdcAr  bdttared'sheuklbefca^i^d^t^limg. 

It  was  further  ordainediib{^riift,gQH&  snaBapsiof 
SHver;  ^rtbfcsKingfe  Cain  or^tb^r,  unor  adj^Siiver 
in  i  plate  arnottttinmie^*^ 

eat  iof/thpirQiliit*f3>B^^  tiftto 

foreign  parts;  vtkhout  espc«hal  *le«^*otn  -the  King, 
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upon  the  pat*  aforesaid.  And  for  the  doe  observ- 
ance of  alt  these  points,  the  Wardens  wese  ordered 
to  use  diligence  and  puns,  by  aft  proper  means  in 
their  power ;  and  before  they  received  the  charge 
aforesaid,  they  were  to  swear  before  the  Sbertffc,  or 
before  their  Chief  Wardens  where  they  were  not  an* 
swerabk  to  the  Sheriff,  that  they  would  do  and  oh- 
serve  truly,  and  without  any  deceit,  as  much  as  in 
them  lay,  all  that  belonged  to  that  charge,  according 
to  the  form  aforesaid ;  and  if  they  gave  release  or 
favour  to  any  for  gift  or  reward,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  and  should  thereof  be  attainted,  they  should 
incur  forfeiture  of  life,  and  of  all  that  they  had. 
And  whereas  it  had  been  ordained  that  there  should 
be  a  Table  at  Dover  and  elsewhere,  where  the  King 
should  ordain  fixed  passing  places,  to  give  change 
for  necessary  expenses  to  those  who  should  go  and 
come,  the  King  therefore  appointed  John  Bel  laid,, 
John  Galeys,  and  their  fellow*,  to  keep  the  Table  at 
Dover,  on  the  King's  behalf,  for  all  manner  of  mo- 
nies. And  it  was  -  the  King's  pleasure  that  they 
should  there  give  change  for  necessary  expenses  to< 
those  who  should  go  abroad,  and  come  from  thence, 
by  the  view  and  testimony  of  the  Comptroller,  who  • 
was  to  be  placed  there  fay  the  King. 

And  all  persons  that  should  come  from  abroad, 
bringing  with  them  Money  current  in  the  dominions 
of  the  King  of  France,  were  required  to  take  the; 
same  to  the  said  table,  where  they  were  to  receive 
the  amount  in  the  current  Money  of  England ;  arid 
if  they  should  be  found  elsewhere  with  such  Money, 
then  the  same  should  be  forfeited  to  the .  King,  and 
the  forfeit  be  taken  to  the  said  table  for  the  King's 


use:  K  1MM  4ttl4»^AMiiAtfMtf  rtHM  Vti&aittfr* 
timrr&mt&te  afede4rt*'cities  tftid  barbugtos,  market* 
tew«i*->pM-tB, Mid,  «H  dtiuse-pfokeS  irfhire  the  Sheriffs 
shtjpM-thttik^  eniFtWti  artWI&s  and  points  afore- 
8s^,,^Adih«ael8h€!f!flSiff6uMle^Wblish Wardens, - 
apdtgipenhCM  <tffe>'<htti  46*tfeejS'  arid1  dbserve  the  • 
Kn^  a«ife**ee,  tipcm  tfie^aiHs'SftJreiatdV.  *  "-»  ?* 

Th^Cwx***  and  PotftrdsVerd' lfkewise  keened' 
bytPftMtanttittrfn  Prelartdt  iand*^  wrn^uetioe'oF 
so  rotwh'  defaced  *«#  mited  mbttey'b^rngf  stopped,- 
it  wtffrfopnd  accessary- about  this  "time  to  erect  four 
n*«ft«tM)«ecft  ih*ttie*ltfiftl*  of?DuoHtt  to  supply  rtte 
gMrt  deontwlftr  gdbdtn6n^y ; •a^dAteitander'N6T-;' 
uMMfciiOfe  was  eoiMtittftWI  MfcfceVbT  thfCbteer^.-  " 

3*«.  «}lii%' ih  €h«e'tf6*i%eVfe% <!*inV&*  bdr"* 
thw  enrretrt: vdue?  *«*  ^*¥&-co1fta:g£  ot'tfefo, ' 
produced  so«*e-protlt*to*ttt§  RiAg. '  Wtiis-^e^mP' 
in»ta«cCT'  appear  In-  the-Wartftv*e  A^ibrilit  of  his 
28tb^  y«Jr  *',   #»  <prt>fi*<  amoXilrtell  %8!nettdieV  <td'0> 
newly  bn«.  MWrtilietfr  6f-  tlfe'SutBy  •b^r'rtirftd,  rtfr';  j 
doub<y  afedordrflg'' •»•  th*.'*xAew4s '6f  the'fcmne^1 
Th*ee«tfirt6  ^ef frbltrt^ht  JntW  !^t  (>*tlfttty '%  f^ 
reigttoo  WoteioUin  large  ^riaftthie^thfeywere  ifladfe-1  > ; 
of  tbtertwseW ftWtal,  fettd'cflst'mgolsh^^tti*  nam^  *» 

is  no  mention  whatever  of  Gold  Coins.      t  * 
ftoi%fti9fiJ%Awwf|  tf)'VOT»Wfit¥»t»fl^lyWPr>.i^<fee^n 


very 

buoSM 
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of  Pollards,  Crocards,  Scaldings,  Brabants,  Eagles, 
Leonines,  Sleepings  *,  and  various  other  denomina- 
tions. They  were  all  white  money,  resembling 
Silver,  and  were  artificially  compounded  of  Silver, 
Copper,  and  Sulphur,  so  that  in  four  or  five  of  them 
there  was  not  the  weight  of  one  Penny  of  Silver11. 
By  the  King's  command,  they  were  allowed  to  be 
current  until  the  Easter  following,  at  the  rate  of  two 
for  a  Sterling.  After  that  time,  they  were  totally 
prohibited,  and  no  other  than  the  King's  Sterlings 
to  be  current,  and  Exchanges  were  appointed  in 
most  places,  where  five  or  six  of  them  were  given  • 
for  one  Sterling,  men  not  caring  for  them  on  ac- 
count of  their  baseness.  ,  But  in  the  space  of  a  year  » 
a  method  was  discovered  of  refining  them  with  lead, 
and  th^n  two  of  them  were  found  to  be  equal  to  a 
Sterling,  and  many  became  rich  who  had  exchanged 
them  at  the  time  when  they  were  thought  to  be  so 
very  base.  These  persons  did  not  however  long  en- 
joy the  advantage  which  they  had  gained,  for  the 
King  made  inquiry  concerning  those  who  had  ex- 
changed or  bought  money  without  special  license, 
and  fined  them  very  heavily  w. 

t  Leoninarum,  Dormientium. 

u  This  taU9t  mean  the  baseness  which  was  supposed  before 
they  were  scientifically  tried.  It  appears  that  two  of  them  were 
actually  worth  /)ne  penny. 

w  Hemingford,  p.  170.  Other  Historians  add  Rosaries  to  the 
above  list  of  names.  See  Polychronicon,  Fabian,  &c.  In  the 
year  1299,  Matthew  of  Westminster  says,  "  corrupta  insula  An- 
gliae  de  falsa  Moneta,  quse  dicitur  Crokard  &  Pollard,  in  Natati 
Sancti  Stephani  protomartyris  fipdebatur,  id  est,  pro  obolo  ha- 
bebatur.  Hinc  quidem  Lathomi  filius,  considerans  opera  patris 
sui,  dura  fabricaret  Ecclesiam  metrice  &  eleganter  dicebat ; 
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From  die  Conquest  to  the  28th  of  Edward,  the 
Pfenny  weighed  84  grains  Tower,  or  one  penny* 
weight,  so  that  a  pound  of  Silver  money  was  a  pound 
both  in  weight  and  tale.  But  now  the  first  variation 
from  this  rule  took  place,  and  the  Penny  was  reduced 
*g  23,7073  Grains  Tower  \  This  appears  from  an 
Indenture  in  Lowndes's  Report,  which  recites  that 
an  indented  Trial-piece  of  the  goodness  of  old  Ster- 
ling was  lodged  in  the  Exchequer,  and  every  pound 
weight  of  such  Silver  was  to  be  shorn  at  twenty  shil? 
lings  three  pence.  According  to  this,  the  value  of 
the  Silver  in  the  Coin  was  one  shilling  and  eight 
pence  farthing  an  ounce?,  and  the  debasement 
amounted  to  1-H-  per  cent.8 

Laude  decoreris,  nostris  Sterlinge  gereris, 
Crokar  es,  lesque  peris,  fugias  as  rite  teneris." 
Walsingham,  who  dates  thi*  event  a  year  later,  gives  some  addi- 
tional particulars :  "  Infra  praesentis  natalis  solemnia  prohibit* 
est  Moneta.  alienigenarum  surreptitia  &  illegitima,  quam  Pollar- 
dos  &  Cocodones,  atque  Rosarios  appellabant,  qui  paulatim  & 
latenter  loco  irrepserant  Sterlingorum.  Hanc  Monetam  prima 
Rex  Edwardus  jusserat  valere  obulum,  deinde  omnino  extermi- 
navit.  Gallici  nempe  banc  Monetam  fabricaverunt ;  quae  non 
erat  argentea,  sed  superficialiter  deargentata,  &  currebat  in  ioeis 
plurimis  loco  Sterlingorum,  multique  decepti  fuerant  per  ean- 
dem."  Hist.  AngL  p.  77.  The  Rosaries  are  supposed  by  Mr; 
North  to  have  derived  that  title  from  their  Legend,  Ave  Maria, 
and,  probably,  were  not  designed  for  Money,  but  only  a  sort  of 
Tesserae  Sacrae,  for  the  use  of  monks,  pilgrims,  &c.  to  travel  with 
from  ode  religious-house  to  another.  [Remarks  on  Clarke's 
Conjectures,  p.  30.] 

f  This,  weight  is  taken  from  a  Table  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Row- 
kmd  Rouse,  and  printed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol. 
JLXVII.  p.  395.  y  Report,  p.  34. 

*  Load  Liverpool's  Letter  to  the  King,  p.  32.  The  calcula- 
tions in  that  work  are  stated  by  his  Lordship  to  have  been  made 
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1300.  There  seems  to  hare  been  at  this  time  a 
Coinage  of  considerable  extent,  for,  according  to 
the  Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  ordained, 
upon  the  29th  of  March,  that  there  should  be  in 
London  thirty  furnaces,  in  Canterbury  eight,  in 
Kingston  upon  Hull  four,  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
two,  in  Bristol  four,  and  in  Exeter  two*.  The 
Mints  at  Bristol,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  Kingston 
upon  Hull,  and  Exeter,  were  now  either  worked 
for  the  first  time,  or  considerably  enlarged,  for  a 
writ  was  issued  in  this  year  which  ordered  houses  to 
be  built  for  the  workmen,  and  made  provision  for 
bringing  expert  artificers  in  that  line  from  beyond 
the  seas  b. 

Some  important  regulations  of  Goldsmiths'  work 
were  enacted  in  this  year,  by  which  they  were  re- 
strained from  using  any  Gold  which  was  worse  than 
the  Touch  of  Paris  c,  or  any  Silver  inferior  to  the 

by  a  Professor*  of  great  eminence  in  every  branch  of  the  Mathe- 
matics, p.  112.  »  Folio  259. 

b  Clans.  28  E.  I.  m.  9.  The  Mint  of  Kingston-.upon-Huil 
does  not  appear  upon  any  Coin,  nor  have  I  met.  with  it  in  any 
Record,  prior  to  this  reign. 

c  It  is  probable  that  the  Touch  of  Paris  was  referred  to  in 
this  Statute,  because  there  were  no  English  Gold  Coins  which 
could  be  made  a  Standard  for  the  Goldsmiths*  work.  The 
French  Coins  of  that  time  were  of  fine  Gold.  The  Silver  is  regu- 
lated according  to  the  fineness  of » the  tewfio!  Coins  of  England, 
evidently  to  prevent  the  melting,  of  the  Money,  which  would 
have  taken  place,  provided  a  coarser  alloy  had  been 'permitted. 
In  later  times  various  Touches,  were  used,  as  "  London  Towch, 
Parish  Towch,  and  firuggs  Towch,"  all  which  occur  in  the  Will 

*  Abraham  Robertson,  D.  P.  F,  R.  S.  Professor  of  Geometry  is  the 

University  of  Oxford, 
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Alloy  of  Sterling;  No  vessel  of  Silver  to  bte  deli-* 
vered  from  the  hands  of  the  workman  until  it  had 
been  assayed  by  the  Wardens  of  the  Craft,  and 
marked  with  a  leopard's  head.  The  Wardens  of  the 
Craft  were  to  go  from  shop  to  shop  amongst  th* 
Goldsmiths,  to  assay  whether  their  Gold  were  of  the 
proper  touch,  and  if  they  found  any  other,  such 
Gold  should  be  forfeited  to  the  King. 

All  the  considerable  towns  in  England  where  any 
Goldsmiths  dwelt,  Were,  according  to  this  Statute, 
to  be  ordered  as  the  Goldsmiths  of  London  were, 
and  that  one  person  should  come  to  London  from 
each  town,  as  a  representative  of  all  who  lived  there, 
to  be  ascertained  of  their  touch. 

Every  Goldsmith,  who  should  be  attainted  of 
offences  against  this  Statute,  to  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment and  ransom,  at  the  King's  pleasure  4. 

These  regulations  show  that  Gold  and  Silver  were 
not  scarce,  and  that  luxury  began  to  display  itself  at. 
this  period. 

The  Statute  of  Stebenheth  seems  to  have  been  but 
little  regarded,  and  many  Proclamations  to  enforcer 
it  appear  on  record  in  the  Rolls  of  the  years  imme- 
diately following  its  enactment e. 

1303 •  I n  our  Collections  of  the  Statutes  at  Large 
is  inserted,  under  his  31st  year,  an  Ordinance  for 
regulating  the  weights  in  the  same  terms  as  that  of 
the  51st  of  Henry  III.  by  which  th£  Penny  being 

of  Thomas  Rotheram,  Archbishop  of  York,  which  is  dated  upon 
the  €th  of  August  in  the  year  1500.  [Hearne's  Lib.  Nig.  Scac- 
carii,  vol.  II.  p.  676.] 

4  Articuli  super  Chartas,  28  £.  I.  Stat.  3,  cap.  20. 

«  Glaus.  28  E.  I.  m.  10.  dors.   Clans.  29  E.  I.  m.  16.  dors,  &c. 
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round  and  not  clipped,  was  to  weigh  thirty-two 
grains  of  wheat  taken  from  the  middle  of  the  ear f . 
I  am  unable  to  decide  to  which  of  these  Monarch  s 
the  regulation  properly  belongs.  Possibly,  however, 
it  may  have  been  promulgated  by  each  of  them,  \ 
for,  provided  there  is  no  inaccuracy  in  the  Statute  of 
the  12th  of  Henry  VII.  this  Ordinance  seems  to 
have  been  completely  independent  of  any  other  by 
which  the  weight  of  the  Penny  was  fixed.  In  that 
year,  when  the  Sterling  was  reduced,  to  nearly  half 
the  number  of  grains  which  it  held  in  the  reign'  of 
Henry  HI.  and  Edward  I.  we  still  find  it  ordained 
to  be  equal  to  thirty-two  grains  of  wheat  that  grew 
in  the  midst  of  the  ear,  according  to  the  old  laws  of 
this  land  £» 

-   1304.     In  the  following  year,  William  de  Wy- 
muridham,  Comptroller  of  the  King's  Exchange  in 

*  It  is  observable  that  the  Roman  weights  are  in  like  manner 
derived  from  the  seeds  of  a  vegetable,  viz.  the  Lentil. 

S  In  the  dilemma  occasioned  by  the  contradiction  of  the  first 
two  dates,  I  applied  to  an  antiquarian  friend,  «the  nature  of 
whose  pursuits  particularly  qualified  him  to  decide  upon  the 
subject.  His  answer  was,  "  I  incline  to  attribute  it  to  Edward  I. 
because  in  the  Patent  Roll  of  2  Rich.  II.  Part  2,  there  is  a  copy 
of  an  exemplification  of  it,  where  it  comes  in  company  with  a 
clause  of  one  of  the  Acts  of  this  King  (Edw.  I.),  which  is  re- 
ferred to  as  such  by  Stat.  14  Edw.  III.  chap.  13."  In  a  folio 
edition  of  the  Statutes,  dated  1577>  the  Statute  of  Bread  and 
Ale,  51  H.  III.  has  not  that  clause  respecting  the  weight  of  the 
Penny ;  neither  does  that  Collection  contain  the  Ordinance  of 
31  Edward  III.,  but  it  has  the  Statute  of  12  Henry  VII.  referred 
to  above.  In  the  Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer,  this  regulation* 
is  ascribed  to  Edward  T.  in  the  following  title : — "  De  Composi- 
tione  Monetae  &  Mensurarum,  tempore  Regis  E.  filii  Regis  H." 
Copy  from  a  transcript  by  W.  Lainbard,  1 588.  [Lansdown  MSS, 
in  the  British  Museum,  No.  CXCVII1.  folio  403  b.] 
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England,  by  command  from  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells^the  King's  Treasurer,  sent  to  William  de  Es*- 
senden,  Treasurer  of  Ireland,  twenty-four  Stamps  for 
coining  Money  there,  viz.  three  piles,  with  six  crosses, 
for  Pennies ;  the  same  for  Halfpennies ;  and  two 
piles,  with  four  crosses,  for  Farthings.  These  he 
sent  by  John  le  Minor,  Thomas  Dowle,  and  John 
de  Shordich,  Clerks,  members  of  the  Company  of 
Minters  in  London,  to  be  by  them  used  in  the 
coinage  of  Money.  And  an  express  entry  was  made* 
before  what  witnesses  the  said  Stamps  Were  deli* 
vered  h. 

1306.  The  regulations  of  the  Statute  of  Steben* 
hith,  respecting  the  exportation  of  Money,  were 
considered  to  be  of  such  importance,  that,  in  the 
34th  year  of  Edward,  a  writ  was  directed  to  Robert 
de  Burgersh,  Constable  of  the  Castle  of  Dover,  and 
Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  wherein  it  was  stated 
that,  although  the  Ring  had  commanded  that  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  had  received  a  sum- 
mons to  attend  the  Pope,  should  be  permitted  to 
pass  out  of  the  kingdom  with  his  attendants,  yet  the 
King  would  not  allow  the  said  Statute  to  be  in- 
fringed by  the  Archbishop,  or  any  person  belonging 
to  him,  under  pretence  of  such  license,  but  com- 
manded that  it  should  be  strictly  observed.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  Statute 
should  be  more  rigidly  enforced  than  it  had  hitherto 
been  *. 

The  Coins  of  Edward,  and  indeed  of  all  his  suc- 
cessors until  Henry  VII.  represent  him  full-faced, 

11  Simon  quoting  Lib.  Rub.  Scacc.  Dublin.  Dayis's  Reports, 
p.  26\  i  Pat.  34  E.  I.  m.  10.  , 
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and  crowned  with  an  open  crown  fleorie,  consisting 
of  three  fleurs  de  lis,  with  two  rays  or  lesser  flowers, 
not  rising  so  high  as  the  others,  placed  between 
them.  During  the  period  above  mentioned,  there 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  much  as  an  attempt 
to  preserve  any  similitude  of  the  several  kings,  in 
the  impression  of  their  heads.  They  are  all  a&tke, 
and  even  those  that  are  represented  on  their  broad 
seals  and  monuments  as  wearing  beards,  do  never- 
theless appear  smooth  faced  upon  their  Coins ;  nor 
are  the  variations  of  age,  which  must  have  taken 
place  during  a  long  reign,  in  any  way  expressed, 
but  the  monarch  bears  as  youthful  an  appearance 
upon  his  latest  Coins  as  he  does  upon  those  which 
were  struck  when  he  was  a  child k.  Mr.  Folkes 
thinks  that  this  particular,  however  odd  it  may  ap- 
pear, is  not  entirely  chargeable  on  the  Want  of  skill 
in  the  several  workmen  that  engraved  these  Coins, 
some  of  which,  he  says,  are  in  other  respects  not  ill 
executed  ;  but  he  supposes  that  some  custom  of 
those  ages  required  the  King  to  be  represented  on 

k  Folkes,  Table  of  English  $ilver  Coins,  p.  9.  One  slight 
variation  from  the  uniformity  of  these  portraits,  during  a  short 
proportion  of  the  period  stated  by  that  author,  should  not  have 
been  omitted.  The  faces  on  the  Pennies  of  Edward  IV.  and  of 
Richard  III.  are  remarkable  for  an  appearance  of  age  and  ugli- 
ness which  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  Coins  of  any  of  the  preced- 
ing Kings,  although  Edward  was  the  handsomest  man  of  his 
time  i  and  neither  he  nor  Richard  had  much  exceeded  the  age 
of  forty  years  at  the  period  of  their  decease.  It  is  clear,  there- 
fore, that  notwithstanding  the  engraver  of  the  dies  then  thought 
fit,  for  some  reason  now  unknown,  to  vary  from  the  mode  so 
long*  established,  yet  he  had  no  intention  to  form  a  correct  por- 
trait of  the  monarch. 
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his  fiboney  as  in  the  prime  and  vigour  of  his  years, 
and  that  this  effigies  of  him  was  to  be  considered 
rather  as  his  political  than  as  his  natural  likeness* 
John  Anstis,  Garter  King  at  Arms,  informed  him 
that  he  had  himself  taken,  notice  of  something  very 
like  this  in  the  sepulchral  monuments  of  those 
times,  upon  which  even  children  who  deceased  in 
their  infancy  were  nevertheless  often  represented  as 
perfect  men  and  women,  in  the  flower  and  strength 
of  their  age ;  a  very  remarkable  instance  of  which  is 
still  to  he  seen  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Edtnond  within 
the  Abbey  Church  of  Westminster,  where,  upon  a 
monument  erected  for  William  of  Windsor  and 
Blanch  of  the  Tower,  two  children  of  Edward  III. 
that  died  in  their  earliest  childhood,  they  are  both, 
notwithstanding,  carved  in  alabaster,  he  like  a  knight, 
in  robes  and  full  dress,  with  his  sword  buckled  on, 
and  she  in  a  strait-bodied  gown  and  head  attire, 
agreeably  to  the  fashion  of  the  age  \ 

This  inattention  to  costume,  and  to  the  advances 
of  age,  are,  no  doubt,  distressing  to  the  Antiquary, 
who  attempts  to  form  his  chronology  from  the  re* 
presentations  of  the  artists  of  early  times ;  -but  there 
is  an  inattention  of  which  early  Moneyers  have  been 
guilty  that  is  infinitely  more  perplexing,  1  mean  the 

1  I  rather  suspect  that  Mr.  Anstis  has  inferred  too  much  from 
these  monumental  figures.  The  very  early  age  at  which  the 
children  of  the  16th  century  were  habited  like  men  and  women, 
warrants  a  suspicion  that  these  infants  might,  in  like  manner, 
have  been  encumbered  with  the  habiliments  of  age,  especially 
when  they  were  to  appear  in  full  dress.  The  prints  which  illus- 
trate Plot's  History  of  Staffordshire  afford  many  instances  of 
children  habited  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  distinguishable  from 
their  parents  only  by  their  size. 
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omission  of  numerals,  by  which  the  different  kings 
who  bore  the  same  name  ought  to  have  been  distin- 
guished. This  occasioned  some  trouble,  and  has 
possibly  produced  some  errors  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  Money  belonging  to  the  Edwards  of  the 
Saxon  periods.  But  thete  the  difficulty  was  in  some 
measure  relieved  by  the  interval  between  the  succes- 
sive reigns  of  the  monarchs  so  named,  which  gave 
an  opportunity  to  arrange  their  Coins  with  some  de- 
gree of  precision  from  the  occurrence  of  the  names 
of  Moneyers  who  had  been  employed  by  preceding 
kings.  But  the  three  Norman  Edwards  followed 
each  other  in  immediate  succession;  and  their  Coins 
*being,  with  only  one  exception,  undistinguished  by 
the  Moneyer's  name,  it  was  for  a  long  time  sup- 
posed that  no  rule  could  be  devised  for  the  appro- 
priation  of  them. 

Archbishop  Sharpe,  the  first  who  wrote  profess- 
edly upon  the  subject,  was  able  to  arrive  at  no  more 
than  this,  that  it  was  easy  to  know  the  Coins  of  the 
first  two  Edwards,  because!  they  were  all  Pennies,  or 
less  Monies,  and  larger  than  any  that  followed  after. 
They  wanted  di.  gra.  and  franc,  in  the  style,  but 
dns.  hyb.  was  always  there,  even  upon  the  Half- 
f  pence,  which  none  of  the  other  smaller  Coins  had  ; 
rex  also  in  these  Coins  was  always  abbreviated  by  r. 

"  But  it  is  not  so  easy,"  he  observes,  "  to  distin- 
guish the  first  Edward's  Coins  from  the  second's ; 
for  the  weight,  style,  face,  and  reverse,  are  the  sarpe, 
only  there  is  one  difference  observable  in  the  Coins, 
and  that  is  in  the  putting  of  the  name;  for,  in  some 
of  the  Coins,  it  is  contracted  edw.  and  in  some  it  is 
put  at  length,  edward.     But  where  you  meet  with.4 
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edWardvs  in  a  Penny,  I  take  it,  it  belongs  to  Ed* 
ward  the  Third  or  Fourth.  In  some  Pennies  it  is 
likewise  put  edwa,  and  in  others  edwar. 

"  All  that  I  dare  affirm  with  confidence  is,  that 
aH  the  Coins  where  only  the  first  three  letters  of  the 
name  are  put,  viz.  edw.  belong  to  the  first  Edward. 
My  reasons  for  this  are  two :  first,  these  Coins  are 
in  mijch  greater,  plenty  than  the  other.  I  dare  say, 
I  have  met  with  five  of  these  for  one  of  the  other. 
Now  every  body  knows  that  Edward  the  First 
coined  abundantly  more  Money  than  his  son  ;  and 
therefore,  in  reason,  that  must  be  his  of  which 
there  is  most  remaining. 

"  Secondly,  Edward  I.  is  famous  for  setting  up 
four  Mints  at  Dublin,  and  coining  a  great  deal  bf 
Money  there.  Now,  in  all  the  Irish  Coins  that  I 
have  seen  (and  1  have  seen  a  great  many),  the  name 
is  always  put  edw.  and  never  otherwise. 

"  Now,  if  these  be  Edward  the  First's  Coins,  as 
in  reason  we  must  think  they  are,  it  is  a  good  argu- 
ment that  the  Coins  of  England  where  the  name  is 
so  writ  do  belong  to  him  likewise."111 

Leake  agrees  with  the  Archbishop  in  every  re- 
spect, excepting  his  reasoning  upon  the  Irish  Coins, 
for  he  says  that  Edward  the  Third's  Irish  Penny 
has  the  name  in  like  manner  edw.  and  therefore* 
that  observation  falls  to  the  ground11. 

n*  Observations  on  the  Coins  of  England,  Bibliotheca  Topo- 
graphica  Britannica,  No.  XXXV.  p.  25.  I  have  given  the  Arch- 
bishop's arguments  at  length,  because  the  publication  which 
contains  them  is  become  very  rare. 

n  Historical  Account  of  English  Money,  p.  81.  I  know  not 
where  Mr.  Leake  found  these  Irish  Pennies  of  Edward  III.    Mr. 
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Folkes  thinks  that  the  Common  opinion  (which 
is  Chat  irf  Archbishop  Sharpe,  as  stated  above)  is  at 
most  but  a  probable  conjecture,  because  though  it 
fcbould  be  allowed  that  all  those  of  the  first  sort 
[Viz.  with  edw.]  were  struck  by  Edward  I.  yet  we 
should  still  be  at  a  loss  for  arguments  to  prove  that 
he  did  not  coin  some  of  the  others  also.  He  adds 
that  he  had  seen  some  of  the  Pennies  of  the  last  sort 
[viz.  with  edwa  or  sdwak],  upon  which  the  letters 
were  braced  into  one  another,  much  like  those  on  the 
Bennies  of  Henry  III.  and  which  therefore  seem  to 
have  been  minted  but  little  after  his  time0. 

Snelling  has  adopted  the  Archbishop's  rule,  with- 
out any  observations  upon  it  P. 

It  remained  for  the  sagacity  of  Mr.  Bartlet  to  re- 
dace  this  subject  to  a  greater  degree  of  probability,  by 
arguments  drawn  from  the  Coinage  of  the  Bishops 
of  Durham,  who  presided  over  that  See  in  the 
Teigns  of  Edward  I.  II.  and  III. 

According  to  his  statement,  Anthony  Beck  was 
made  Bishop  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Edward  I. 
His  arms  were  Gules,  a  cross  moline  Argent,  which 
cross  appears  oh  his  robe  upon  his  Great  Seal,  and 
on  the  left  side  of  his  chair. 

He  continued  Bishop  until  his  death  in  13 10,  the 
third  year  of  Edward  II.    There  are  Coins  with  this 

Simon  says,  that  although  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  a  good 
deal  of  Money  roust  have  been  coined  in  Ireland  during  his 
reign,  yet  he  could  not,  with  any  certainty,  produce  any  of 
it.   P.  17. 

o  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  p.  10.  1  have  never  met 
with  any  Coin  that  answers  this  description^ 

p  Silver  Coinage,  p.  11. 
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cross  which  read   edw.  and   others  which  have 

EDWAR. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Bishop  Kellow,  who,  hav- 
ing no  pretension  to  family  arms,  placed  upon  his 
Coifis  a  pastoral  staff  turned  to  the  left,  upon  the 
upper  limb  of  the  cross.  He  died  in  the  ninth  year 
of  Edward  II.  and  the  Pennies  thus  distinguished 
bear  edwar. 

Lodowic  Beaumont  was  appointed  his  successor. 
His  arms  were  Azure,  semy  of  fleurs  de  lis,  a  lion 
rampant  Or ;  and  accordingly  his  Money  is  charged 
with  a  lion,  which  is  sometimes  accompanied  with 
fleur  de  lis. 

These  Coins  have  edwar,  as  the  former. 

On  his  death,  in  1333,  the  seventh  year  of  Ed- 
ward III.  Richard  Bury  was  promoted  to  this  See, 
which  he  held  until  1345,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Thomas  Hatfield,  who  distinguished  bis  Coins, 
as  Bishop  Kellow  had  done,  by  a  pastoral  staff,  but 
turned  to  the  right.  They  are  inscribed  edwardvs, 
and  the  head  *  and  weight  fix  them  to  Edward  III. 
and  to  his  third  Coinage  in  1353,  when  the  weight 
of  the  Penny  was  reduced  to  eighteen  grains  r. 

» 

Mr.  Bartlet's  account  of  these  various  episcopal 
Coinages,  when  brought  together  in  one  view,  will 
stand  thus : 

Anthony  Beck,  -  -  zi  EMurtrd  1.  eroM  aottne,  -  -  .  -  •  emt* 

111  EAvaw!  II.  -  -•...--*..-.-  b&wa*. 

*  What  can  be  here  intended?    The  King's  head  upon  th« 
Coins  of  Edward  III.  does  not  differ  from  these  of  Bdw>  I.  or  II. 
.  *  Barilet  oa  the  Epiwpal  Coins  of  DorfouB.    Arcbajotygiftj 
toI.  V.  p.  335. 
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Richard  KeHoyr,   -  hi  Edward  J  I.  oromrto  the  left.  -  -    edwaa. 
Lodowic  Beaumont,  ix  Edward  II.  lion,  and  fleunde  lis,  edwar. 
Richard  Bury,    -  -  vu  Edward  III. 
Thomas  Hatfield,    xix  Edward  III.  crosier  to  the  right,    edwardVs. 

The  Coins  of  Edward  II.  which  are  ascribed  to 
Bishop  Beaumont  should  probably  have  been  read 
edwa.  for  none  are  at  this  time  known  which  are 
marked  either  with  a  lion  or  a  fleur  de  lis,  and  the 
letters  edwar.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance 
that  Bishop  Hatfield  should  have  distinguished  his 
Money  by  a  crosier  only,  when  he  might  have 
done  it  by  the  insertion  of  part  of  his  family  arms '. 

From  the  foregoing  considerations,  Mr.  Bartlet 

was  induced  to  arrange  the  Coins  of  Edward  I.  II. 

and  III.  in  this  manner : 
«...  \  ' 

Those  with  edw.  he  assigned  to  Edward  I. ;  those 

with  edwar.  and  edward,   to  Edward  II.;   and 

those  with  edwardvs  to  Edward  III.    This  arrange*: 

ment  is,  I  believe,  generally  adopted. 

The  style  of  Edward,  upon  the  Obverse  of  his 

Coins,  is,  Rex  Angliae,  Dominus  Hiberniae,  which 

latter  title  he  first  introduced  upon  the  Money  of 

England*,  though  it  had  appeared  upon  the  Great  Seals 

of  our  Monarchs  from  the  accession  of  King  John. 

»  At  the  siege  of  Calais  he  bore,  Ermine,  a  chevron  Sable. 
Names  of  the  principal  Captains,  &c.  who  were  with  Edward  III. 
at  that  Siege.  See  Rowe  Mores's  Nomina  &  Insig.  Gentil.  Nobil. 
&c.  sub  Edwardo  Primo  militantium,  p.  91. 

t  John's  Coins,  which  were  struck  in  Ireland  before  he  was 
King,  have  the  title  of  Dominus;  but  that  was  omitted  when 
he  became  King  of  England.  It  should  be  observed  that  No.  20, 
in  Plate  I.  of  the  Supplement,  contradicts  Mr.  Bartlet's  asser- 
tion, that  all  the  Pennies  with  edw.  only  have  Rex  abbreviated 
to  r  5  for  it  has  the  word  at  length. 
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Upon  his  Great  Seal  his  style  is  the  same  as  that 
of  Henry  III.  and  the  name  is  given  at  lengthy 

EDWARDVS. 

The  Reverse  of  his  Money  is  ornamented,  if  that 
term  be  applicable,  with  the  unmeaning  Cross  and 
Pellets. 

The  name  of  one  Moneyer  only,  Robert  de  Had- 
ley,  is  to  be  found  in  this  reign,  and  that,  according 
to  Leake,  on  those  Coins  alone  which  were  struck 
prior  to  his  seventh  year ;  but  I  know  not  on  what 
ground  the  assertion  was  made,  as  he  has  quoted  no 
authority  for  it u. 

His  Anglo-Gallic  Coins  have  on  the  Obverse  his 
name  spelled  edwardvs,  edvardvs,  or  edoardvs, 
with  the  addition  of  rex  only.  They  were  all 
struck,  as  appears  from  the  inscription  on  the  Re- 
verse, in  his  Earldom  of  Ponthieu.  It  must  be 
confessed,  however,  that,  although  these  Pennies 
are  usually  ascribed  to  this  King,  they  afford  no 
certain  marks  of  appropriation  to  him  rather  than 
to  the  two  succeeding  Monarchs  of  his  name. 

His  Irish  Money  is  distinguished  from  the  Eng- 
lish by  the  Triangle  which  encloses  the  head.  As 
the  name  on  all  these  Coins  is  written  edw.  it 
affords  no  means  of  discovering  to  which  of  the 
three  Edwards  it  belongs.  Some  of  them  have  one 
dot  under  the  bust,  others  two,  which  Simon  thinks 
were  intended  for  distinction  w.  But  he  has  over- 
looked  a  third  kind,  of  which  there  are  two  varieties, 
one  with  three  dots  under  the  bust,  and  the  other 

u  Leake's  Account  of  English  Money,  p.  81. 
w  Irish  Coins,  p.  17. 
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with  a  dot  in  each  comer  of  the  triangle,,  either  of 
which  may,  with  equal  propriety,  be  supposed  to 
refer  to  HJdward  III.  *  From  want  of  better  sutbo- 
rity  for  classing  this  money,  I  have  bean  obliged  to 
adopt  the  above  *,  though  I  suspect  that  such  nu- 
merical distinction  was  not  intended.     The  Mists 

4+y*^&*-   upon  those  Coins  which  bear  bdw.  only  are  these : 

Au  fr**  .kt~£  villa  berevici.     Berwick. 

(+t  &**£  ~#**^  BBKVICX. 

j+      \s.j>*  /  villa  91ustolli£.     Bristol. 
/  7  civitas  cantor.     Canterbury. 

■**t*.  <f*4-fifi  £  civitas  cestrie.     Chester. 
4*u, .  if*  2*4-  civitas  corcacie.     Cork. 
/  *    *    /   y#«  civitas  dvblinik.     Dublin. 

'         civitas  dvreme.     Durham,    c/vitm  oy*££+r 
civitas  eboraci.     York. 
civitas  exonie.     Exeter. 
vill*  kyngeston.     Kingston  upon  Hull. 
civitas  lincol.    Lincoln. 
1  civitas  london.     London. 

vil.  novi  castri.    Newcastle. 
villa  radingi.     Reading. 

VIL.  fCIWKVMH.  |  g      Edmund8bu 
VIXLA  SEBMVNDI.  /  ^""*«"wuui jr. 

One  of  his  Halfpennies  has  novicastrj,  without 
vil  ;  a,nd  a  Farthing  reads  londoniefsis.  The 
Groat,  as  it  is  called,  civi  london i a. 

The  custom  of  stamping  the  Moneyer's  nam£ 
upon  the  Coins  began  to  grow  into  disuse  in  this 

*  See  Simon's  third  Plate,  No.  51. 

y  One  very  remarkable  Penny  struck  in  the  London  Mint  has 
the  head  in  a  triangle,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  Irish  Coins,  s 
See  it,  Supplement,  Part  II.  Plate  I.  No.  17;  and  more  cor- 
reetly  in  Plate  II.  No.  88.  In  the  Irish  Money  of  Henry  IJf. 
the  point  of  the  triangle  is  uppermost,  in  those  of  Ed,wa&d, 
the  base. 
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feign,  and,  it  should  seem,  in  a  vefy  early  part  of 
it,  as  no  more  than  one  name  has  hitherto  been 
discovered  upon  any  of  this  Money.     It  is  written 

either  Robert  de  hadeleie,  or  robertvs  de  hadl\ 

• 

Snelling  has  inserted  Hadeleie  in  his  List  of  the 
Mints  of  Edward  I.  or  II.  but,  I  believe,  errone- 
ously,  for  Robert  de  Hadeleie  was  Moneyer  of  the 
Abbot's  Mint  at  St  Edmundsbury  in  1280*. 

To  this  reign  is  generally  referred  the  Coin  ifrhich 
is  represented  in  our  second  Plate  of  Silver  Coins, 
N°  23,  and  supposed  to  be  a  Groat.  According 
to  Mr.  Folkes,  those  which  he  had  seen  were  of 
weights  so  various,  that  he  was  unable  to  form-  any 
opinion  respecting  them.  The  majority  were  from 
80  to  85  Troy  Grains,  but  three  of  them  weighed 
92,  116,  and  138  Grains  respectively a. ,  From  this 
diversity  of  weight  it  should  seem  that  they  were 
trial  pieces.  But  query,  whether  the  words  Dei 
Gratia  do  not  justify  a  suspicion  that  this  Coin  be- 
longs to  Edward  III.,  as  they  appear  upon  nearly 
the  whole  of  his  Gold  Money,  and  upon  all  th6 
Groats  of  his  Coinage. 

1  have  met  with  an  account  of  Money  struck  by 
this  Monarch  upon  a  material  very  different  from 
those  which  are  usually  selected  for  Coinage,  but 
which  the  writer  represents  as  still  existing  in  his 
memory ;  I  cannot,,  therefore,  withhold  it  from  my 
reader's  notice.  . 

z  Register  Kempe,  folio  1 17.  Harl.  MSS.  No.  645.  Roger 
de  Rede  likewise  was  a  Moneyer  in  the  same  Mint  m  the  yea  • 
1297.     [Id.  ibid.] 

a  Table,  page  8. 
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He  says,  "  King  Edward  I.  his  leathern  Money, 
bearing  his  name,  stamp,  and  picture,  which  he 
used  in  the  building  of  Carnarvon,  Beaumarish, 
and  Conway  Castles,  to  spare  better  Bullion,  were, 
since  I  can  remember,  preserved  and  kept  in  one  of 
the  Towers  of  Carnarvon  Castle."  b 

If  the  statement  of  this  anonymous  author  be 
correct,  the  above  must  have  been  rather  Tokens, 
or  a  kind  of  Promissory  Notes,  than  .Money,  No- 
thing further  is,  I  believe,  known  concerning  them. 
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• 

Edward  I.  deceased  on  the  7th  of  July  1307, 
but  his  death  was  carefully  concealed  until  the  25th 
of  that  month,  when  it  was  first  notified  to  Ralf  de 
Baldoc,  Bishop  of  London,  then  Chancellor,  who, 
on  the  Saturday  following,  received  an  order  to  send 
the  Great  Seal  to  Carlisle,  where  the  new  King  was 
proclaimed. 

The  expectations  which  were  formed  at  his  acces- 
sion to  the  throne  were  miserably  disappointed,  for 
his  administration  was  feeble,  and  the  whole  of  his 
reign  turbulent  and  unfortunate.  His  frequent  dis- 
putes with  the  Barons  left  him  but  little  leisure  for 
attention  to  subjects  of  political  (Economy,  if  he 
had  possessed  the  inclination  to  consider  them  ;  and 
therefore  no  provisions  of  that  kind  are  to  be  found 
amongst  the  Statutes  which  were  passed  in  bis 
reign,  and  very  few  in  any  other  Records, 

b  History  of  Allchester,  written  1629,  and  printed  at  the  end 
of  Kennett's  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  696.- 
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In  a  short  time  after  his  father's  death  a  Par- 
liament was  holden  at  Northampton,  in  which, 
amongst  other  things,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Mo* 
ney  which  was  then  current  in  the  realm  should 
from  thenceforward  be  current  and  received  as 
hitherto  it  had  beenc.  These  are  the  words  of  a 
Proclamation  ;  but  a  modern  historian  has  accused 
Edward  of  forcing  into  circulation,  by  the  authority 
of  this  Parliament,  the  base  Coins  which  had  been 
prohibited  in  his  father's  reign4.  .Walsingham  is, 
I  believe,  the  chief  authority  for  this ;  but  he  says 
no  more  than  that  the  Money  was  held  in  small 
estimation;  by  which,  it  is  probable,  that  he  in- 
tended nothing  more  than  the  dislike  of  the  people 
to  the  Coins  after  they  were  diminished  in  weight 
by4  Edward  I.  in  his  28th  yeare. 

The  alteration  in  the  current  value  of  the  Pollards 
and  Crocards,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1310, 
and  the  entire  prohibition  of  them  which  followed, 
seem  to  have  been  productive  of  great  inconvenience 

c  CL  1  £.  II.  m.  19.    Tbe  Continuer  of  Trivet's  Chronicle 
adds  sub  poena  vitae  &  membrorum. 

d  Carte,  Hist,  of  England,  vol.  II.  p.  308.  Holinshed  says  it , 
was  ordained,  by  the  King's  appointment,  that  the  Coin  of  his 
Father  King  Edward  should  be  still  current,  notwithstanding 
the  baseness  thereof,  as  some  reputed  it.  [vol.  II.  p.  318.]  Stow, 
that  his  Father's  Coin,  which  was  counted  base,  should  not  be 
refused  upon  pain  of  life  and  limb.  [p.  326.]  Carte,  that  this 
Parliament  carried  their  complaisance  too  far  when  they  ordered, 
on  pain  of  life  and  limb,  the  base  Money,  which  would  not  pass 
in  the  late  King's  time,  to  be  current  all  over  the  nation. 

c  See  Walsingham,  who  copies  the  Continuer  of  Trivet,  with 
the  addition  of  the  words,  "  qua  [i.  e.  Moneta]  apud  incolas 

viluerat."     P.  96. 
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to  the  Counties  at  a  distance  from  the  Metropolis- 
Accordingly  Petitions  are  extant  from  Sheriffs  who 
had  received  such  Money  before  its  value  was  re- 
duced, but  who  had  not  pai.d  it  into  the  Exchequer 
when  its  currency  was  absolutely  forbidden*.  In 
consequence  of  these  Petitions  a  general  Writ  was 
issued  in  the  year  1309  for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs, 
Bailiffs,  &o,  in  that  case  e. 

Although  the  troubles  in  which  Edward  was  soon 
involved  prevented  much  from  being  done  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Money,  or  any  considerable 
profit  to  be  made  from  the  Mints,  yet  neither  of 
these  was  totally  neglected,  as  appears  from  a  Writ 
of  Privy  Seal,  which  granted  to  John  de  Puntoise 
the  office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  lately  held  by  John  le  Porcher.  Where- 
upon Puntoise  undertook  to  pay  to  the  King,  as 
long  as  he  should  hold  the  said  office,  one  Farthing 
for  every  Pound  of  Silver  which  should  be  delivered 
to  him  to  coin,  more  than  had  hitherto  been  an- 
swered to  the  King h.  ' 

13 10.  In  the  following  year  Proclamation  was 
ordered  to  be  made,  in  all  the  Counties  of  England, 
commanding  that  the  Money  should  be  current  at 
the  proper  value  which  it  bore  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.,  under  heavy  penalties ;  and  that  no  one 
should  enhance  the  price  of  his  goods  on  that  ac- 
count, because  it  was  the  King's  pleasure  that  the 
Coins  should  be  kept  up  to  the  same  value  as  they 
were  wont  to  bear, 

f  Madox,  Hist.  Excheq.  vol.  I.  p.  394,  and  Rolls  of  Parlia- 
ment, vol.  I.  p.  273. 
.   S  "id.  ibid.  *  Id.  vol.  II.  p.  90. 
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It  appears,  from  the  Articles  which  the  Commons 
delivered  to  the  King,  that  the  Money  was  depre- 
ciated more  than  one  half  *. 

By  another  Proclamation,  either  of  this  year  or  of 
the  next,  1311,  the  importation  of  false  Money  was 
forbidden,  and  the  currency  of  such,  either  of  Gold 
or  of  Silver,  prohibited  on  pain  of  forfeiture.  And 
all  Merchants,,  whether  natives  or  aliens,  who  had 
such  Money,  were  commanded  to  take  it  to  the 
nearest  Exchange,  under  the  same  penalty  k. 

131 1.  In  a  Representation  which  was  made  by 
the  King  to  Philip  King  of  France  it  is  stated  that 
British  Merchants  and  others  of  the  King's  subjects 
were  not  permitted  to  bring  any  kihd  of  Money  out 
of  France  into  England,  but  that  it  was  taken  from 
them  by  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose,  con- 
trary to  the  form  of  Peace  made  between  the  two 
Countries  iirthe  time  of  King  Edward  I.  Redress, 
of  this  grievance  was  desired  •,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear whether  any  notice  was  taken  of  the  Remon- 
strance *., 

V  Rolls  of  Pari  vol.  I.  Appendix,  p.  444,  and  Claus.  4  £.  II.  m. 
12  dors. 

k  Claus.  4  E.  II.  m.  24.  dors. 

1  Rom.  &  Fr.  4  £.  II.  m.  23.  dors,  in  cedula.  Rymer,  IlLp. 
259.  In  Ryley's  Plac.  Pari.  528,  is  a  Writ,  dated  4  E.  II., 
against  bringing  in  false  Money,  "  auxi  Men  d*or  come  d  argent" 
That  no  such  Money  of  Gold  or  Silver,  "  autre  que  de  notre 
coigne"  shall  be  current.  Which  seems  to  imply  that  there  was 
Gold  Coin  "  de  notre  coign  "  at  that  period.  For  this  note  I  am 
obliged  to  that  able  Antiquary  Alexander  Luders,  Esq.  I  know 
not  to  what  Gold  Coin  the  Writ  can  refer,  and  rather  suspect 
that  it  is  inaccurate  in  referring  to  both  the  Gold  and  Silver, 
generally,  that  which  should  have  been  confined  to  the  latter 
metal  only. 
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About  this  time  the  Barons  seem  to  have  made  an 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  royal  prerogative  re- 
specting Coinage,  on  account  of  the  injury  which 
the  people  sustained,  in  various  ways,  whenever  a 
change  of  the  Money  was  made  in  the  realm ;  for  it 
was  provided  by  the  Lords  Ordainers  (persons  who 
were  then  intrusted  with  the  government  of  the 
Kingdom)  that  "such  change  should  not  take  place 
without  the  consent  of  the  Barons  in  Parliament m. 
This,  however,  amongst  other  regulations  framed 
by  these  Lords  Ordainers,  was  revoked  at  York  in 
the  15th  year  of  this  reign  n. 

About  the  year  13 14  the  currency  of  the  King's 
Money  in  Aquitain  was  stopped  by  an  order  of  the 
French  King,  and  the  working  of  the  Mints  forbid- 
den without  the  inspection  of  persons  to  be  appointed 
by  him.  Against  this  Edward  remonstrated  and 
petitioned,  but  his  petition  produced  only  another 
order  of  prohibition  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint  at 
Bourdeaux.  A  second  remonstrance  was  probably 
more  effectual,  for  after  that  no  further  complaints 
appear  to  have  been  made  °. 

1314  or  1315.  It  was  now  represented  to  the 
King,  by  many  of  his  subjects,  that  great  advantage 
would  accrue  from  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Searchers  of  Money  during  the  time  that  John  Van 
and  Jiis  companions,  Lombards,  were  Keepers  of 
the  King's  Exchange;  as  the  said   Searchers  had 


m  Rolls  of  Pari.  vol.  I.  p.  285.  See  the  Ordinances  made  Sept. 
97,  1311,  5  £.  II.  Chap.  XXX.  in  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  p. 
165.  "  Id.  p.  286. 

o  Rom.  &  Fn  7  E.  II.  m.  14.  Rymer,  vol.  III.  pp.  467  and 
486. 
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never  rendered  arjy  account.  This  was  referred  to 
the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the 
King's  command  that  they  should  do  whatever  might 
appear  to  be  for  his  advantage  in  that  behalf  p.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  whether  any  inquiry 
was  made,  or  any  proceedings  had  in  consequence. 
Indeed  the  state  of  the  Money,  in  a  few  years  after 
this,  proves  that  the  Searchers  still  continued  to  per- 
form their  duty  negligently ;  for  in  1319  (there  being 
then  a  great  deal  of  false  money  in  circulation)  a 
Writ  was  issued  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
commanding  them  to  order  the  Sheriffs  of  England 
to  make  Proclamation,  that  no  man  should  import 
into  the  Realm  clipped  Money,  or  foreign  counter- 
feit Money,  under  great  penalties ;  and  that  such 
persons  as  had  any  clipped  Money  in  their  hands 
should  bore  it  through,  and  bring'  it  to  the  King's 
Mint  to  be  rejoined,  according  to  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  19th,  and  the  Statute  of  the  20th,  of  Ed- 
ward I.* 

These  Proclamations  were  continued  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  13^0  ;  and  the  Treasurer  and  Barons 
of  the  Exchequer  were  commanded  to  advise  with 
the  King's  Council  on  the  most  effectual  means  to 
check  the  improper  practices  which  prevailed  r. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  clipped  and  base  Money 
still  continued  to  multiply,  so  that  in  J321  it  was 

P  Rolls  of  Pari.  vol.  I.  p.  293. 

q  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  I.  p.  294,  and  CI.  12  £.  II.  m.  14. 
dors.  Other  attempts  to  enforce  the  Proclamation  of  the  19th 
of  Edward  I.  had  been  previously  made  in  1315  and  1317.  See 
CI.  8  E.  II,  m.  7.  dors,  and  CI.  10  E.  II.  m.  16.  dors. 

r  0. 13  £.  II.  m.  2. 
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found  ntaarty  to  appoint  Commissioner  to  in- 
quire  concerning  offences  committed  subsequent  to 
a  Proclamation  which  was  made  about  Easter  in  the 
year  1317  ;  and  to  depute  Searchers  in  all  the  Ports, 
and  other  places  K 

By  the  Statute  of  Frankpledge,  which  passed  in 
the  l8th  year  of  this  reign,  1325,  the  Jurors  were 
required,  by  the  oath  they  had  taken,  to  report  to 
the  King  concerning  such  Clippers  and  Forgers  of 
Money  as  should  come  within  their  knowledge t. 

In  the  following  year,  132fi,  Horses,  Arms,  and 
.Gold  or  Silver  in  Bullion  or  in  Coin,  were  forbidden 
to  be  carried  out  of  the  Realm  u. 

About  the  same  time  the  King  informed  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  that,  for  the  benefit  of 
himself  and  of  the  people  of  his  Duchy  of  Aqui- 
tain,  he  had  commanded  a  certain  new  Money  to 
be  coined  for  the  use  of  that  Duchy  ;  which  Money 
had  seventeen  Pence,  of  the  weight  of  Sterlings, 
more  of  Alloy  than  the  Pound  of  his  Sterling 
Money.  He  therefore  commanded  the  Barons  to 
cause  to  be  made,  without  delay,  two  Standards  for 
that  Money,  That  is  to  say,  one  of  the  just  weight 
before  the  fire,  and  the  other  such  as  it  ought  to  be 
after  the  assay ;  both  to  be  kept  in  the  King's 
Treasury  ;  and  two  of  the  same  to  be  delivered  to 
Lapine  Roger,  the  King's  Master  of  the  Mint. 
According  to  these  he  was  to  make  such  new  Money 
in  the  said  Mint,  of  the  alloy  and  weight  aforesaid, 
of  the  King's  Silver  in  the  Tower  of  London,  or  any 

*  Pat.  14  E.  II.  Part  L  m.  19. 

«  Statute  18  E.  II.  «  CI.  19  E.  II.  m.  13.  dors. 
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other,  of  the  King's  Silver  which  might  be  brought 
to  that  place  w. 

In  some  period  of  this  King's  reign,  or  possibly 
in  that  of  either  his  Father  or  Grandfather  (for 
the  date  is  uncertain),  it  was  proclaimed,  that, 
whereas  it  had  been  provided,  in  the  times  of 
former  Kings,  on  account  of  the  poor,  that  the 
Sterling,  whenever  necessity  required,  should  be 
divided  into  Halfpennies  and  Farthings  ;  the  King 
strictly  commanded  that  whoever,  whether  in  buy- 
ing or  selling,  should  presume  to  refuse  any  Half- 
penny or  Farthing  of  lawful  metal  and  of  the  proper 
form,  should  be  seized  as  a  contemner  of  the  King's 
Majesty,  and  thrust  into  prison,  and  also  suffer  the 
punishment  of  the  pillory*. 

The  style  which  this  Monarch  used  upon  his 
Coins  differs  from  that  of  Edward  I.  merely  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  name  is  written,  which,  if 
Mr.  Bartletfs  rule  of  appropriation  be  correct,  is 
either  edwa  or  edwar.  In  every  other  respect  his 
English  Money  is  exactly  similar  to  that  of  his  Fa- 
ther, as  is  also  his  style  upon  the  Great  Seal. 

His  Irish  Coins  are  supposed  by  Simon  to  be  dis- 
tinguished only  by  two  dots  under  the  bust. 

His  Anglo-Gallic  Money  cannot  be  known  from 
his  Father's. 

According  to  the  above  rule  he  had  Mints  at 

VILLA       BEREWICI.  CIVITA*S  CANTOR. 

BERVICI.  CIVITAS  CESTRIE. 

TILLA      BRISTOLLIE.  CIVITAS  DVBLINIE. 

w  CI.  20  E.  II.  m.  13. 

*  De  dimissione  (seu  divisione)  denariorum.  Ruffhead's  Sta- 
tutes at  Large,  by  Runningtpn,  Appendix,  p.  31.  Taken  from 
Tottell's  Magna  Charta. 
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CIVITAS  DVNBLM.  VILL.        KYNGESTON. 

* 

DVNELME.  CIVITAS  LINCOL. 

DVREME.  CIVITAST  LONDON. 

CIVITAS  EBORACI.  VILL.        NOVICASTRI. 

EBORAC.  VILL.        SCI  EDMVNDI. 

CTVITAS  EXONIE.  CIVITAS  WATERFOR. 

One  of  his  Halfpennies  has  novicastri,  without 

VIL. 

His  weak  and  inglorious  reign  was  terminated  by 
his  murder  in  January  1326-7. 


EDWARD   III. 

The  murder  of  Edward  II.,  which  was  committed 
by  Queen  Isabel  and  her  confederates,  seated  his 
SonNon  the  throne,  when  he  was  yet  but  a  boy. 
This  atrocious  deed  appears  to  have  been  perpe- 
trated under  the  idea  that  his  mother's  influence 
over  him  would,  on  account  of  his  youth,  place  in 
her  hands  the  entire  government  of  the  realm.  But 
short  indeed  was  her  enjoyment  of  that  power  to 
which  she  had  waded  through  her  husband's  blood  ; 
for  in  less  than  three  years  after  the  accession  of  her 
son,  she  was  imprisoned  b^  him,  and  condign  pu- 
nishment was  inflicted  upon  her  adherents.  Ahet 
this  act  of  justice  the  youthful  Monarch  first  disr 
avowed  the  excesses  and  abuses  which  had  disgraced 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  as  having  been  com- 
mitted without  his  authority ;  and  then  applied  him- 
self with  diligence  to  correct  and  prevent  them  for 
the  future. 

Amongst  these  abuses  were  the  corruption  of  the 
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lawful  Coins,  and  the  introduction  of  base  Money? 
by  foreigners,  which  had  grown  to  a  great  height, 
from  neglect  in  enforcing  the  Ordinances  that  were 
made  by  his  Father  and  Grandfather. 

1329.  The  first  step  which  was  taken  for  this, 
purpose  was  an  order,  by  Proclamation*  that  no 
Mdneyer,  or  other  Officer  of  the  Mint,  or  Ex- 
change, in  London,  should  go  abroad  without  the 
King's  special  license ;  and  that  whoever  should  do 
so  should  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  z. 

1331.  In  his  fifth  year  the  state  of  the  Money 
was  brought  before  the  Parliament,  when  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Chancellor  and  Treasurer,  together 
with  such  of  the  King's  Council  as  they  should 
think  proper  to  call  to  them,  and  others  also  of  ex- 
perience in  Mint  affairs,  should  ordain  whatever 
they  might  think  would  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
the  King  and  his  subjects  a.  It  was,  I  presume,  by 
their  advice  that  an  Ordinance  issued  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  good  Money  on  pain  of  death,  and 
the  forfeiture  of  goods,  and  of  every  thing  which 
could  be  forfeited,  to  the  King b.      The  severity  of 

y  In  his  first  year  the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer 
were  directed  to  make  strict  inquiry  after  counterfeit  and  light 
Money,  which,  according  to  information  given  to  the  King, 
was  brought  into  the  Realm  by  divers  persons,  as  well  aliens  as 
natives,  and  to  seize  the  same  for  the  King.  CI.  1  £.  III.  m.  14. 
This  Writ  is  the  only  instrument  on  record  relating  to  the 
Money  which  was  issued  during  the  time  that  the  (Queen  Mother 
retained  her  power.  * 

*  Claus.  3  £.  III.  m.  9.  dors. 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  62. 

h  Rot.  Fin.  5  E.  III.  m.  19.  It  is  observable  that  in  a  Procla- 
mation against  this  offence,  which  was  commanded  to  be  made 
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this  Ordinance,  which  first  denounced  the  punish- 
ment of  death  against  that  offence,  was  qualified  by 
the  Statute  of  Money  passed  at  York  A.  D.  1335* 
in  compliance  with  a  Petition  of  the  Commons,  that 
no  Money  should  be  carried  out  of  the  Realm  e. 

The  preamble  to  this  Statute  recited,  that  divers 
persons,  beyond  the  sea,  endeavoured  to  counter- 
feit .the  Sterling  Money  of  England,  and  to  send 
into  the  Realm  their  light  Money,  by  which  his 
Majesty  was  defrauded,  and  -his  subjects  oppressed; 
it  was  therefore,  with  the  assent  of  the  Prelates, 
Earls,  Barons,  and  other  great  Men  of  the  Realm, 
ordained  and  established,  that  from  henceforth  no 
religious  man,  nor  other,  should  carry  any  Sterlings 
nor  Silver  in  Plate,  nor  Vessel  of  Gold  or  Silver,  but 
of  the  Kingdom,  without  license,  upon  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  all  such  Sterling,  &c. 

That  no  false  Money,  nor  counterfeit  Sterling, 
should  be  *brought  into  the  tealm,  or  elsewhere 
within  the  King's  power,  on  pain  of  forfeiture.  Pro- 
vided always  that  all  persons  of  every  country  might 
safely  bring  to  the  Exchanges,  and  to  no  place  else, 
Bullion,  Silver  in  Plate,  Vessel  of  Silver,  and  all 
manner  of  Money  of  Silver,  of  what  value  soever  it 
should  be,  except  false  Money  and  counterfeit  Ster- 

not  more  than  two  years  after  the  date  of  this  Ordinance,  the 
penalty  is  only  the  forfeiture  of  the  Money,  &c.  exported.  CI., 
7  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  £?.  dors.  And  this,  notwithstanding  a  disco- 
'  very  then  made  that  certain  persons  in  Suffolk  had  taken  bribes, 
from  divers  Scots  and  others,  to  connive  at  their  carrying  out 
of  the  kingdom  Silver  in  money  and  in  mass,  &c.  &c.  Pat.  7 
E.  111.  pt.  2.  m.  20.  d.     Rymer,  IV.  575. 

c  This  Petition,  according  to  Prynne,  was  presented  in  1334, 
Abridgement  of  Records,  p.  15. 
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ling,  and  there  receive  good  and  convenient  ex- 
change. 

That  no  Sterling,  Halfpenny  nor  Farthing d, 
should  be  molten  to  make  vessels,  &c.  by  Gold- 
smiths or  others,  on  forfeiture  of  the  Money  mol-  . 
ten ;  and  the  persons  offending  to  be  committed  to 
prison  until  they  should  pay  to  the  King  one  half 
of  what  had  been  so  molten  *,  notwithstanding  any 
charter  or  franchise  granted,  or  used,  to  the  contrary. 

That  all  manner  of  Black  Money f,  which  had 
been  commonly  current  in  the  king's  realm,  and 
obey sau nee,  should  be  utterly  excluded,  so  as  not 
to  be  current  in  one  month  after  proclamation,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same. 

That  eyery  one  who  would  sue;  for  the  king,  any   , 
offenders  against  that  Ordinance,  should  be  received 
thereto,  and  have  the  fourth  Penny  of  what  they 
should  gain,  at  their  suit,  to  the  king's  profit. 

That  the  mayors  and  bailiffs,  in  every  port,  should 
take  an  oath  of  the  merchants  and  masters  of  ships, 
going  and  coming  again,  to  do  nothing  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Statute. 

That  the  Tables  of  Exchanges  should  be  at  Do- 
ver, and  in  other  places  s,  where  and  when  it  should 

<1  This  Clause  is  recited  in  the  17th  R.  II.  cap.  1,  with  the 
addition  of  Groats  and  Half-Groats.  Does  not  the  omission  of 
them  here  prove  that  no  such  Coins  existed  at  the  passing  of 
this  Statute? 

N  e  This  is  obscurely  expressed,  for  the  whole  is  previously  con- 
demned to  be  forfeited.  Can  it  mean  that  the  offender  should 
pay  one  half  of  the  value  of  the  Coins  molten,  in  addition  to  the 
forfeiture  ? 

f  Qu.  Turonenses  njgri  ?    Copper  Money  struck  at  Tours. 

£  I^ondoD,  Yarmouth,  St.  Botulph  [i.  e.  Sjt.  Botulph's  Town, 


142  ANNALS  OF   THE   COINAGE. 

please  the  King  and  Council  to  make  exchanges. 
And  that  the  Wardens  of  such  Tables  should  make 
such  exchanges  by  the  testimony  of  Comptrollers, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  King. 

That  no  Pilgrim  should  pass  out  of  the  realm, 
to  parts  beyond  the  seas,  but  only  at  Dover,  on 
pain  of  an  year's  imprisonment. 

That  good  and  straight  ward  should  be  made  in 
all  places  upon  the  sea  coast,  where  any  arrival  was, 
by  good  men  and  lawful  thereto  sworn,  who  should 
make  diligent  search  that  no  man,  of  what  estate 
soever  he  might  be,  should  carry  out  of  the  realm 
Sterling  Money,  Silver  in  Plate,  or  Vessel  of  Gold 
or  Silver,  without  the  king's  license,  nor  bring  into 
the  same  any  false  Money  and  counterfeit  Sterling, 
upon  the  forfeiture  aforesaid.  ,  The  Money,  &c.  so 
forfeited  to  be  delivered  into  the  Exchange  by  In- 
denture; whereof  one  part  to  remain  with  the 
Searchers,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  Warden  of  the  Exchange  to  be  charged  with 
what  he  received.  The  Searchers  to  have  the  fourth 
Penny  of  all  forfeitures  by  them  discovered ;  and  if 
they  should  make  any  release,  or  dispense  with  any, 
and  be  thereof  attainted,  they  should  forfeit  all  their 
goods. 

That  the  Hostelers,  in  every  port  where  there 
was  any  passage,  should  be  sworn  to  search  their 
guests,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Searchers,  and 
they  in  like  manner  to  have  the  fourth  Penny  of  all 
forfeitures  that  they  should  find. 

now  Boston],  and  Kingston-upoaTHull ;  and  the  custody  of  all 
the-  Exchange*  was  committed  to  William  de  la  Pole*  during 
pleasure.    [Chras.  9  £.  111.  m.  8.  cL    Bymer,  IV.  p.  668,] 
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v  That  the  Searchers  should  have  power  to  search 
the  Hostries,  and  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Hostelers,  who,  if  they  were  found  defective  in  any 
of  the  articles  aforesaid,  were  to  incur  the  forfeitures 
above-mentioned,  These  articles  werfe  directed  to 
the  Sheriff's,  who  were  commanded,  immediately 
upon  sight  thereof,  to  make  Proclamation  of  then 
in  all  places  where  it  should  seem  to  them  conve- 
nient to  be  done  *•. 

In  the  same  Parliament,  which  passed  this.  Sta- 
tute, it  was  determined  that  Halfpennies  and  Par- 
things  should  be  coined.  Accordingly  a  writ  was 
issued  to  John  de  Wyndesore,  Warden  of  the 
Mints  of  Loridon  and  Canterbury,  to  that  effect 
By  it  he  was  commanded  to  make  the  Pound  of 
Mailles  [i.  e.  Halfpennies]  into  twenty-one  Shil- 
lings, and  the  Farthings  into  tweaty-one  Shillings 
and  two  Pence.  The  whole  was  to  be  of  ten  ounces 
fine ;  which  is  explained  to  mean  sixteen  Shilling* 
and  eight  Pence;  and  the  remainder,  or  three  Shil- 
lings and  four  Pence;  of  alloy.  This  Writ  was  to 
be  a  sufficient  warrant  for  bim,  and  for  the  Maste* 
of  the  Mint. 

About  this  time  a  curious  kind  of  fraud  was  de- 
vised by  Salamon  de  Ripple,  a  Monk  of  the  Abbey 
of  St  Augustin  in  Canterbury,  and  Receiver  of  the 
Tenth  and  Fifteenth  in  that  Diocese,  as  Deputy  for 
the  Abbat.  He  framed  a  Balance  which  he  called  * 
Penny  pise,  and  having  selected  twenty  Shillings  in 
old  and  heavy  Pennies,  he  weighed  against  them  the 

h  Statute  9  E.  III.  ed.  folio  1 5? 7,  bl.  let.  A  great  part  of 
this  Statute  is  not  printed  in  the  modem  editions' of  the  Statute? 
at  Large.  '       * 
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Money  which  he  received ;  by  which  means  they  who 
thought  to  pay  only  twenty  Shillings  were  forced  to 
pay*  ffae  Shillings  m»re,  or  ^itee  Shillings  find5 four 
Pence  at  the  least :  vAi:  length  a;  complaint  from  the 
whole  Diocese  was?  kid  before; the  Council,  and  the 
King  gave  orders  for  proper  inquiry  to  be  made;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Abbafr  j*as  fined  eighty 
Pounds, .  for.  the  oifence  woirimHted  by  Kis  JDepaty, 
and  was  obliged  to  reftind  what  lrmi  bfpm  unjustly 
takenr  a&boughit  was  tione  wttoout  his  knowledge1. 

Tije  Qrdiraaoceg  of  the  Statu te^of  York  were  re- 
cited,  and,  a  \forai*.  of  an  oath  pre^n&ecfrlfbr  the 
Setrch&r*,  who  were*  squired  to  $wew  t& mike  their 
search  without  f&eiroa*  or  affection,  and  to  return  a 
jwt  ai^Mru?  account ;  and  divers  persons  were  ap-» 
pointed  f<*r  the  noini  nation  of  Searchers  A 

133$"  Notwifchs^tndiiag  these  -  regulations  the 
s^anqityof  Money  atUl  continued,  and  was  (accord- 
ipg  to  J^))ftg^Qii),  ^gethgr  mith  the  gre?A{>lfeiitjr  of 
provisions,  the  cause  that  a  quarter  of  wheat  was  sold 
in  London  for  two  Shillings,  and  a  fat  ox  for  six 

SftU W  *B*?«igfet.  Tom*  l*$®  yeac  133$^  t>   *. 


»>  r\ 


*  Thorn/  col.  2067. 

"*"  Rn/S"&-!ff"££iI&/^fS^#rtt:teW-ta  possess"  alf  the 

essentials  of  a  Statute^  thoi^  k\va^  never  promulgated  aA^uch. 

See  CI.  10  £.  IIP.  m^  I^jlJ^.  )4t  is  c^H^  Stfttni^iam^uliisew. 

<^enCWrit^Cl.(10j:jl^.^4Qi^.r.      .    y,    ;Kej;^C 

1  Hblinshed  assigns  a  somewhat  different  reason  for  the  cheap- 
ness of  commodities  about  this  time,  and  accounts  thus  for  t  j*e 
scarcity  of  Money  : — "  The  King  being  returned  home  out  of 
Scotland,  "sought  by  all  ways  possible  how.  to  recover  Money, 
both  to  supply  his  charges  for  the  Scotish  wars,  and  also  to  fur- 
nish the  other  wars  which  he  meant  to  take  in  hand  against  the 
French  King  3  he  got  so  much  into  his  hands  (as  it  is  reported 
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At  this  time  another  Writ  was  directed  to  John 
de  Wyndesore,  Warden  of  the  Mint  of  London, 
which  recited,  that  in  the  Parliament  holden  at 
York,  in  the  year  immediately  preceding,  it  was 
considered  and  agreed,  by  the  King,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Prelates.  Earls,  Barons,  and, Commons 
of  the  Realm  there  present,  and  the  advice  of  the 
Council,  for  the  advantage  and  relief  of  the  People, 
that  Halfpennies  and  Farthings  should  be  made  in 
the  Mint  aforesaid,  according  to  a  form  agreed  upon 
in  the  said  Parliament,  and  transmitted  to  the  said 
Warden,  who  by  Letters  Patent  was  commanded  to 
make  the  said  Halfpennies  and  Farthings  in  form 
as  aforesaid.  It  then  directed,  that  he  should  make 
inquiry  respecting  the'  reasonableness  of  a  Petition 
wl)ich  the  Workmen  had  presented  for  an  increase* 
of  wages,  on  account  of  the  additional  expense  which 
was  incurred  in  making  those  small  Monies,  occa- 
sioned chiefly  by  the  increase  of  the  alloy,  and  to 
report  accordingly,  to  the  King  in  Chancery  m.  It 
is  probable  that  the  prayer  of  the  Workmen  was 
complied  with,  as  the  report  was  favourable  n. 

The  Statute  made  at  York  was  again  enforced  by 
Proclamation  ° ;  and  the  Halfpence  and  Farthings 

•  *  •  »  i 

I  by  Writers)  that  it  was  very  scant,  and  hard  to  come  by  through- 

]  out  the  realm  j  by  reason  of  which  scarcity  and  want  of  Money, 

'  or  upon  some  other  necessary  cause,  victuals,  and  other  chaffer 

and  merchandize,  were  exceeding  cheap."  Vol.  II.  p.  352,  under 

the  year  1337. 

ni  Claus.  10  E.  HI.  m.  19.  dors, 

n  Informatio  super  augmentationem  mercedis  Monetariorum. 
BundeL  in  Turr.  Lond.    See  a  more  full  account  in  the  Consti- 
tut  ion  of  the  Mint,  under  this  year, 
o  Pat.  10  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  4.  dors. 

VOL.  II.  L 
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which  had  been  coined  by  John  de  Wyndesore,  by 
virtue  of  the  King's  Letters  Patent,  in  conformity  to 
that  Statute,  were  commanded  to  be  taken  by  all 
persons  p. 

Small  Money,  of  the  same  kind,  was  also  ordered 
to  be  made  for  Ireland ;  and  John  de  Wyndesoure 
was  commanded,  by  writ^  to  prepare  twelve  pairs 
of  Dies  for  Halfpennies,  and  Farthings  for  the  Mint 
in  Dublin,  to  be  delivered  to  John  Elleker,  Trga*- 
surer,  who  was  directed  to  receive  the  s*nne>H. 
These  Coins  were  of  the  same  standard  as  those  of 
England r. 

In  November  A.  D.  1337,  according  to  Graf  top, 
the  King  was  made  Vicar  General  and  Lieutenant  to 
the  Emperor,  with  power  to  coin  Money  of  Gold 
and  Silver.  He  kept  his  winter  at  the  Castle  of 
Louvain,  and  caused  great  sums  of  Money,  both  of 
GpJd  and  Silver,  to  be  coined  at  Antwerp  *. 

It  should  seem  that  the.  Statute  of  York  was  but 
little  regarded,  for  in  the  12th  year  of  this  reign, 
1338,  various  instances  are  on  record  of  Proclama- 
tions to  enforce  the  observance  of  it*. 

1339*  A  certain  Black  Money  called  Turneye 
was,  about  this  time,  made  by  certain  persons  in 
Ireland,  who  circulated  it  to  the  injury  of  the  Kings 
Sterling  Money,  and  to  his  no  little  loss  and  preju- 

p  Claus.  10  £.  III.  m.  29.  dors. 

q  CI.  10  E.  III.  m.  28.  *  Fin.  10  E.  III.  m.  15. 

s  Chronicle  sub  anno..  Froissart  also  mentions  this  feet.  The 
Silver  Coins  were  probably  struck  with  English  Dies,  and  conse- 
quently are  not  now  to  be  distinguished. 

*  CI.  12  E.  III.  pt.  1.  in.  2.  dors,  and  m.  10.  dors,  and  Fin. 
12  E.  III.  m.  1. 
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dice.  Proclamation  had  therefore  been  ordered  to 
be  made  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  it,  oh  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  money  and  goods.  But  the' King  hav- 
ing been  informed  that  great  inconvenience  had 
arisen  from  this  prohibition,  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  Sterling  Money,  it  was  therefore  com- 
manded that,  provided  it  should  be  found,  6h  due 
inquiry,  more  advantageous  to  the  poblick  to  allow 
the  currency  of  the  said  Black  Motley,  proclamation 
should  be  made  to  authorize  it,  until  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  other  Money  was  provided  u. 

A  Writ  of  this  year,  directed  to  John  de  Plete, 
Warden  of  the  Exchange  of  London,  rfecited  that 
orders  had  been  given  for  th6  rifiaking  Pfennigs  of 
Sterlings,  Halfpennies  and  Farthings  in  the  Mint  to 
Ireland  at  Dublin  ;  and  that  he  hfed  been '  cbfa't 
manded  to  deliver  without  delay,  at  the  Exchange 
h*  London,  to  the  Attorney  of  Master  John  Rees, 
Treasurer  of  Ireland,  eight  parr  of  Dies  for  Pfemiies, 
and  the  like  number  for  Halfpennies  and  Farthings. 
If  they  were  not  already  delivered,  notice  was 
given  to  him  that  he  might  receive  them  at  the 
Chanfcery  on  the  Thursday  next  following,  when  he 
# as  to  deliver  them  to  the  said  Attorney.  The  ex- 
penses of  making  and  cutting  these  Dies  were  to  be 
charged  and  allowed  in  his  account*. 

All  the  before-recited  provisions,  for  increasing 
the  quantity  of  Money ,♦  seem  to  have  produced  little 
or  np  effect ;  for  in  the  Remembrances  of  the  Par- 
liament which  met  at  Westminster  in  this*  year,  the 

«  CI.  13  E,  III.  pt  2~m.  35.  don.   ttymec,  v»l.  V.  p.  113. 
w  CI,  IS  E.  III.  pt.  I.  m.  41.  don.    Rymer,  vol;  V- p>  104. 
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want  of  Coins  was  complained  of,  and  the  means  of 
their  increase  were  taken  into  consideration. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  supposed  that  there 
would  soon  be  plenty  of  Money  if  every  Merchant 
should  give  security  to  bring  into  the  Realm  Silver 
Bullion  to  the  amount  of  forty  Shillings,  or  more, 
for  every  Sack  of  Wool  that  he  should  export. 

Secondly,  it  was  considered,  whether  it  might 
not  be  advantageous  to  permit  Florins  de  Escu,  and 
Florins  of  Florence,  and  other  good  Florins,  to  be 
current  together  with  the  Sterlings,  according  to 
their  value  ;  and  that  all  persons  should  receive 
them  for  their  merchandise,  except  the  meaner  sort 
of  people,' and  those  who  sold  small  wares  under  the 
value  of  forty  Shillings,  who  should  not  be  compel- 
lable to  take  any  other  Money  than  Sterlings  x. 

At  this  time  Edward  assumed  the  title  of  King  of 
France,  and  quartered  the  Arms  upon  his  Great  Sea^ 
omitting  the  title  of  Duke  of  Aquitain?.     This, 

*  Rolls  of  Pari.  vol.  II.  pi  105.  The  first  of  these  considera- 
tions was  proceeded  upon  in  the  next  Parliament;  the  latter 
plan  appears  not  to  have  been  adopted. 

y  SandfordY  p.  160.  His  title  was  thus  inscribed  upon  his 
Great  Seal — Edwardus  Dei  gracia  Rex  Francie  &  Anglie,  &  Do* 
minus  Hibernie. 

Impressions  of  this  Seal  were  sent  to  all  the  Sheriffs,  with 
orders  to  exhibit  and  proclaim  them  in  their  respective  districts. 
[Rolls  of  Pari.  vol.  II.  p.  450.] 

This  assumption  of  the  title  and  arms  of  France  was  publickly 
announced  by  a  Writ  dated  April  16,  1340,  which  is  printed  as 
a  Statute  of  his  14th  year.     Harding  says, 

"  He  chaunged  his  armes,  in  banners  and  pennons* 
An4  in  his  seale,  quartred  of  both  regions. 
And  in  the  yere,  then  of  his  reygne  thyrtene, 
His  armes  chaunged,  and  called  kyng  of  Frauce." 

[Chronicle,  folio  181.] 
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accprding  to  Froissart,  was  done  to  quiet  the  con* 
sciences  of  the  Flemings,  who  were  willing  to  assist 
him  in  his  wars  against  France,  but  who  were  bound 
by  oath,  under  a  penalty  of  two  millions  of  Florins, 
and  the  pain  of  excommunication,  not  to  act  of- 
fensively against  the  King  of  France  in  any  way. 
They  therefore  urged  him  to  assume  that  title,  which 
ihey  promised  to  acknowledge,  and  he  was  to  give 
them  quittance  for  the  above  sum  *. 

In  the  Remembrances  of  Parliament  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1340,  this  memorandum  occurs  —  Item, 
concerning  the  Money,  to  consult  the  Commons  of 
the  Realm  a. 

It  was,,  probably,  in  consequence  of  their  repre- 
sentations that  the  following  provision  was  enacted 
in  that  Parliament.  It  was  ordained  that  every  per- 
son who  should  ship  Wool  over  the  sea,  whether 
Englishman  or  other,  resident,  inhabiting,  or  re- 
pairing in  England,  should  find  good  and  sufficient 
security  to  the  Customers,  before  his  passing,  to 
bring  again,  for  every  Sack  of  Wool,  Plate  of  Silver1* 
to  the  value  of  two  Marks,  at  his  first  return  or  re- 
pairing ;  and  to  bring  the  same  to  the  King's  Ex- 
change, and  there  to  receive  his  Money.  This  Sta- 
tute was  to  be  in  force  from  the  Feast  of  Easter,  in 
that  year,  to  the  Feast  of  Pentecost  in  the  year  next 
following0;  before  which  period  another  Statute 
was  made,  by  which  the  stipulations  contained  in 

*  Chronicle,  vol.  I.  p.  110. 

a  Rolls  of  Pari.  vol.  H,  p.  113. 

b  Knyghton  says  Plate  of  Silver  or  Gold,  col.  2573. 

*  Stat.  14  £.  HI.  cap.  21,  edition  1577. 
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this  Chapter,  respecting  the  bringing  of  Plate  to  die 
Exchange,  were  regulated  and  enforced  d. 

In  the  next  year,  1341,  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of 
Dover  were  ordered  to  make  Proclamation  for  the 
better  observance  of  the  Statute  of  York  respecting 
Black  Money e.  As  this  Writ  is  directed  to  the 
persons  in  authority  at  that  Port  only,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  some  extraordinary  importation  of 
base  Coins  had  been  effected  there  about  this  time. 

Attempts  to  export  the  good  Money  also  conti- 
nued to  be  made,  and  a  large  mass  of  treasure  (con- 
sisting of  Sterlings,  Florins,  Silver  in  Plate,  Gold 
and  Silver  Vessels,  and  Jewels)  was  collected  in  the 
City  of  London  with  that  intention.  A  Writ  was, 
iq  consequence,  directed  to  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs, 
commanding  them  to  make  diligent  search  for  the 
same,  as  well  within  the  city  as  in  every  ship,  and 
to  seize  and  keep  it  in  safe  custody f. 

In  order  to  accommodate  the  Merchants  of  the 
Staple  of  Bruges  in  Flanders,  it  was  ordered  that, 
if.  they  should  bring  Plate  of  Silver  to  the  King's 
Mints  to  be  coined,  the  Mints  of  London  and  Can- 
terbury should  be  prepared  to  receive  and  coin  the 
$ame,  that  they  might  be  more'  readily  dispatched  & 
:.  The  fifth  Chapter  of  a  Statute  which  wa$  made  in 
this  year  contained  an  attempt  to  suppress  the  crime 
of  Usury,  by  ordaining  that  the  King  and  his  heirs 
should  have  the  cognisance  of  Usurers  dead;  and: 
that  the  Ordinaries  of  Holy  Church  should  have  the 

<*  Stat.  14  E.  III.    Appendix  to  Ruff  head's  Statutes,  by  Run- 
nlngton,  p.  34.  «  CI.  15  E,  III.  m.  44.  dors, 

f  CK  15  E.  III.  pt.  lf  m;  43.  dors. 
g  Pat.  15  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  15.    Ryraer,  vol.  V.  p.  273. 
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cognisance  of  them  daring  life,  as  to  them  apper- 
tained, to  make  Compulsion,  by  the  censures  of 
Holy  Church  for  the  sin,  to  make  restitution  of  the 
usury  taken  against  the  laws  of  Holy  Church  h. 

Certain  parts  of  this  Statute  were  almost  imme- 
diately annulled  by  a  revocation,  which  is  so  ex- 
tremely curious,  that  I  have  given  it  at  length 
below  *, 


fa  Stat.  15  E.  III.  Statute  I.  cap.  5. 

»  "Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  &c.  to  the  Sheriff  of  Lin* 
coin',  greeting :  Whereas  at  our  Parliament  summoned  at  West- 
minster, in  the  quinzime  of  Easter  last  past,  certain  articles* 
cppressly  contrary  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  our  realm  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  our  prerogatives  and  rights  royal,  were  pretended 
to  be  granted  by  us  by  the  manner  of  a  Statute  5  we,  consider-, 
ing  how  that,  by  the  bond  of  our  oath,  we  be  bound  to  the  ob- 
servance and  defence  of  such  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  prero- 
gatives, and  providently  willing  to  revoke  such  things  to  their 
due  state  which  be  so  improvident!}'  done,  upon  conference  and 
consideration  with  the  Earls,  Barpna,  and  other  learned  men  of 
our  said  Realm,  and  because  we  never  consented  to  the  making 
of  the  said  pretended  Statute,  but,  a$  then  it  behoved  us,  we 
dissembled  in  the  premises,  by  protestations  of  revocation  of  thfe 
said  Statute,  if  indeed  it  should  proceed,  to  eschew  the  dangers 
which,  by  the  denying  of  the  same,  we  feared  to  come ;  foras- 
much as  the  said  Parliament  otherwise  had  been,  without  dis- 
patching any  business,  in  discord  dissolved,  and  so  our  important 
affairs  would  have  been  ruined,  which  God  forbid;  and  therer 
fore  we  suffered  that  pretended  Statute  to  be  sealed.  In  that 
ease,  it  seemed  to  the  said  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  learned 
men,  that,  since  the  Statute. did  not  proceed  of  our  free  will, 
it  should  be  void,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  either  the  name 
or  the  force  of  a  Statute  $  and  therefore,  by  their  counsel  and 
assent,  we  have  decreed  the  said  Statute  to  be  void,  and,  as  far 
as  it  has  proceeded,  in  fact  to  be  annulled  j  being  willing,  never- 
theless, that  those  Articles  in  the  said  pretended  Statute,  which 
have  formerly  been  approved  by  other  Statutes  made  by, us,  or  by 
our  progenitors  Kings  of  England,  should  be  observed,  as  it  is 
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•  1342.  ,  Id  the  aext  year  the  Statute  of  York  was 
enforced;  again  by  Ptoclamatkm  * ;  and  notice  was 
given  tk*X  differs  merchants  strangers  had  collected 
a  Urge  sum  of  /good  Sterlings'  of  England  in  the 
town  of  Boston  and  elsewhere;  in  order  to  export 
the  same.  It  was  therefore  commanded  that  a  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  should  arrest  all  merchants  passing 
from  the  Port  of  Boston  into  foreign  parts,  and 
also  all  ships  in  the  said  Port,  and  the  money  therein 
found1.  ;  , 

From  the  intercourse  which  now  subsisted  be- 
tween France  and  the  islands  of  Guernsey,  Jersey, 
JSark,  and  Alderttey,  so- much  light  money  had  been 
introduced  into  those  islands,  that  the  currency 
was  reduced  below  half  its  value,  and  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  order  the  Receivers  of  the  King's  rents 
there  to  take  good  money  only  m. 
-  A  considerable  trade  appears  to  have  been  at  this 
-time  carried  on  with  light  money,  large  quantities 
of  corn  and  other  victuals  being  purchased  there- 
with, and  then  exported.  In  order  to  stop  this  prac- 
tice, it  was  commanded  that  all  persons  should  p4y 

fitting,  according  to  the  form  of  the  said  Statutes.  And  this  we 
do  only  as  we  are  bound  to  the  preservation  and  renewal  of  the 
rights  of  our  crown,  and  not  that  we  should  in  any  way  oppress 
or  grieve  our  subjects,  whom  we  desire  to  govern  with  clemency. 
We  therefore  command  you  to  make  publick  proclamation  of  all 
these  things  within  your  Bailiwick,  wherever  it  shall  seem  expe- 
dient to  you.  T.  R.  at  Westminster,  Oct.  1,  the  fifteenth  year 
of  our  reign."  [Runnington's  edition  of  Ruff  head's  Statutes  at 
Larger]   t- 

k  Pat.  16  E.  III.  pt.  3.  m.  10.  dors. 

1  Pat.  16  E.  III.  pt.  3.  m.  1 1  dors. 

m  CI.  16E.IlI.pt.  1.  m.27. 
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for  such  corn  and  victuals  with  goWMdney,  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  of  the  value  of  good  Sterling111. 

It  seems  from  two  writs  which  bear  date  oh  the 
10th  and  15th  of  March  in  this  year,  that  the  Duke 
of  Britanny,  at  some  period  prior  to  that  date,  was  v 
indebted  to  the  King  ^.1000  'Sterling,  which  was 
to  be  paid  in  any  Money  current  in  Britanny,  or,  if 
there  should  not  be  a  sufficiency  of  Money,  the  re- 
mainder to  be  supplied  by  Silver  Bullion,  for  the 
coining  of  which  the  King  had  power  to  send  Ms 
Moneyers  into  Britanny ;  with  a  proviso,  however, 
that  this  Coinage  should  hot  in  any  way  be-to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Duke  or  Duchess  of  Britanny,  or 
any  of  their  subjects  ;  and  that  the  King  should  nt>t 
coin  any  Money  there,  after  the  said  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds  was  paid,  without  the  leave  of  the 
said  Duke  and  Duchess,  or  of  Almaric  de  CluaMi, 
the  Duke's  guardian  °.  It  does  not  appear  whether 
this  power  was  ever  exerted.  Most  probably  die 
debt  was  liquidated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  makfc  it 
unnecessary.  I  believe  that. no  Coins  struck  by  this 
Monarch  in  Britanny  have  ever  been  discovered;    : 

1343.  The  provisions  respecting  the  King's  rents 
in  the  islands  of  Guernsey,  &c.  which  were  issued  in 
1342,  were  in  this  year,  1343,  repeated  p. 

In  the  Parliament  which  was  held  at  Westmin- 
ster in  that  year,  the  state  of  the  Coins  was  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Prelates,  Lords,  and  Com-' 
mons,  together  with  certain  Merchants,  Goldsmiths, 
and   Moneyers,    who  were  charged   to  give  their 

n  CI.  16  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  20. 

o  Franc.  16  E.  III.  m.44.    Rymer,  vol.  V.  p.  302. 

P  CI.  17  E.  III.  pt  2.  m.  27. 
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advice  how  to  prevent  the  good  Money  from  being 
carried  out,  and  the  false  from  being  brought  into 
the  Realm*  and  how  good  Money  might  be  in- 
creased, and  the  counterfeit  expelled  and  destroyed* 

After  mature  examination,  it  was  consented  and 
agreed  by  the  Council  (in  order  to  increase  and 
multiply  the  Money,  of  which  there  was  great  wan! 
in  the  kingdom  at  that  time,  and  to  remedy  the 
damage  and  loss  which  all  orders  of  persons  in  the 
Realm  had  for  a  long  time  sustained  on  account  Of 
$e  Florins,  which  were  delivered  in  payment  fti 
Plunders,  bearing  so  high  a  value  there  as  to  occasiott. 
*  loss  of  one  thimd,  or  more,  upon*  all  merchandize* 
imported  frojn  thence  intb  England),  that  a  certain 
number  of  Goldsmiths,  and  others  skilled  in  the 
melting  of  i^etalfe,  being  the  most  lawful  and  suffi- 
cient men  that  could  be  found,  should  be  ordered  td 
coifae  before  the  Council ;  that,  by  their  advice,  on^ 
Gt*  two  of  each  kind  of  Florin  should  be  refined,  and 
the  fine  Gold  contained  in  thfem  to  be  rated  actfbrdf- 
tng  to  the  true  value  of  the  same  ;  that  of  this  fin£ 
Gold,  one  kind  of  Motiey  should  be  made  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Flanders,  provided  the  Flemings  were 
willing,  which  should  be  current  in  b6th  those 
countries  at  such  weight,  alloy,  and  value,  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  King  and  his  Council ;  and  that 
all  other  Money  of  Gold  should  be  prohibited  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Flanders,  and  should  from  that  time  be 
brought  to  the  Exchanges,  irt  both  countries,  ad 
Bullion: 

That  all  Merchants,  and  others  whatsoever,  should 
receive  at  the  Exchange  other  sufficient  Money,  ac- 
cording to  the  value  of  the  fine  Gold  : 
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• 

,  That  the  said  Gold  Money  to  be  made  in  Eng* 
land  should  be  current  between  Merchant  and  Mer- 
chant, as  Money  not  to  be  refused,  and  between  all 
others,  whether  great  or  small,  who  should  be  will- 
itig  to  receive  the  same,  so  that,  nevertheless,  no 
Silver  should  be  carried  out  of  the  Realm,  neither  ia 
Money  nor  otherwise ;  except  that  the  Nobles,  when 
they  should  go  beyond  sea,  might  have  vessels  of 
Silver  for  the  use  of  their  houses  4. 

Those  resolutions  respecting  the  Gold  Coins  were 
not,  however,  carried  into  effect  until  the  following 
year ;  but  a.  Statute  relating  to  the  Silver  Money, 
evidently  founded  upon  them,  was  passed  in  this 
Parliament*     It  contains  the  following  provisions : 

Item,  it  is  accorded  to  make  Money  of  good  Ster- 
ling in  England,  of  the  weight  and  alloy  of  the:  an* 
tient  Sterling,  which  shall  be  current  in  England 
between  the  great  men  and  the  commons  of  die 
land,  and  which  shall  not  be  carried  out  of  the 
realm  of  England  in  any  manner,  nor  for  any  eau^e 
whatsoever.  ^ 

And  in  case  that  the  Flemings  will  make  good 
Money  of  Silver,  Groats,  or  others,  according  to  the 
alloy  of  good  Sterling,  that  such  Money  shall  be 
current  in  England  between  merchant  and  merchant, 
and  others  who  of  their  own  accord  will  receive  the 
same  ;  so  that  no  Silver  be  carried  out  of  the  realm. 

Item,  that  good  and  lawful  men  be  assigned  in 
the  sea  ports  and  elsewhere  where  need  shall  be,  to 
make  search  that  no  Silver  be  carried  out  of  the 
realm  in  Money  or  otherwise  (except  that  the  great 

q  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol  II.  p.  137. 
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men  may,  when  they  go  out  of  the  realm,  have  Sil- 
ver vessels  to  serve  their  houses) ;  and  that  none  be 
so  hardy  as  to  bring  false  and  ill  Money  into  the 
realm,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  life  and  member ; 
and  that  exchanges  shall  be  made  with  them  who 
shall  pass  the  sea,  of  Gold  for  their  good  Sterling, 
to  the  value. 

Item,  that  the  Searchers  (because  they  may  do 
their  offices  more  diligently  and  more  lawfully)  shall 
have  the  third  part  of  all  the  false  Money  that  they 
can  find  to  be  brought  into  the  realm  for  their  own 
benefit:  and,  in  the  same  manner,  they  shall  have 
the  third  part  of  the  goocl  Money  which  they  shall 
find  upon  the  sea  passing  out  of  the  realm.  And  in 
case  they  shall  be  found  negligent  or  disobedient  in 
making  such  searches,  that  their  lands  and  tene- 
ments, goods  and  chattels,  shall  be  seized  into  the 
King's  hands,  and  their  bodies  taken  and  detained, 
Until  they  have  made  fine  to  the  King  for  their  dis- 
obedience. And  in  case  they  shall  be  assenting  to 
the  bringing  in  of  such  false  Money,  or  wittingly 
shall  suffer  Silver  or  Money  (except  vessels  of  Silver 
for  the  great  men  when  they  go  out  of  the  kingdom, 
to  serve  in  their  houses,  as  before  is  said)  to  be 
transported  out  of  the  realm,  they  shall  have  judge~ 
ment  of  life  and  member r. 

During  the  conference  which  produced  this  Sta- 
tute, the  Commons  advised  that,  4n  order 'to  increase 
the  Money,  every  person  who  exported  wool  should 
for  every  sack  bring  in  Plate  to  the  weight  of  .two 
Marks,  according  to  the  Statute  made  aforetime; 

r  Statute  17  E.  HI. 
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also  for  skins  exported  to  the  value  of  a  sack  of  wool, 
Plate  to  the  same  amount ;  and  the  like  for  all  cus- 
tomable merchandize  of  the  same  value  exported. 

That  indentures  should  be  made  between  the  cus- 
tomers and  the  merchants  exporting  such  merchan- 
dizes, or  their  deputies,  by  which  indentures  they 
should  be  charged  upon  their  return  ;  and  then  such 
Plate  should  be  carried  to  the  Mint,  there  to  be  ex- 
changed for  good  Sterlings  and  Halfpennies,  ac- 
cording to  the  value. 

That  the  Mint  should  be  open  as  it  was  wont 
to  be. 

That  no  one  should  carry  out  of  the  Realm  Ster- 
ling, nor  vessel  of  Silver,  nor  Silver  plate. 

That  merchants  aliens,  who  should  come  with 
their  merchandizes  into  England,  should  receive 
Gold 8  in  payment,  or  merchandize  for  merchandize. 

lliat  strict  inquiry  and  search  should  be  made  m 
every  port  for  those  who  brought  iri  false  Money, 
and  that  the  offenders  should  be  severely  punished  *. 

In  this  Parliament  a  grievous  complaint  was  ex- 
hibited by  the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  Burgesses, 
and  other  of  the  Commons,  for  that  strangers,  by- 
virtue  of  reservations  and  provisions  apostolick,  got 
the  best  benefices  of  the  land  into  their  hands,  and 
never  came  at  them,  nor  bare  any  charges  due  for 
the  same  ;  but  diminishing  the  treasure  of  the 
Realm,  and  conveying  it  forth,  sore  endamaged  the 
vrhole  state.     Hereupon  a  letter  was  framed  by  the 

"  *  As  so  strong  a  provision  is  made  against  the  exportation  of 
the  Sterling  Money,  it  is  evident  that  the  Gold  here  mentioned 
could  not  be  the  Coinage  of  England. 

t  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  138.  *_       . 
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Lords  of  the  Temporalty  and  Commons,  represent 
ing  the  matter  to  the  Pope,  and  signifying  that  they 
could  not  suflek*  such  enormities  any  longer,  and 
beseeching  him  to  revoke  such  reservations,  &c. 
Dated,  in  full  Parliament  at  Westminster,  May  28, 
*343.  This  was  most  ungraciously  received  ;  and 
"-the  Pope  sent  answer  indeed ;  but  nevertheless  the 
King  proceeded  in  prohibiting  such  provisions,  &fc. 
within  his  realm,  on  pain  of  imprisonment,  and 
death  to  the  intruders." u 

Such  is  Holinshed's  statement.  But  I  know  not 
on  what  authority  it  is  founded,  for  no  law  to  that 
effect  is  to  be  found  until  seven  years  after  this  time, 
when  the  Statute  of  Provisors  of  Benefices  was  made. 

The  new  Halfpennies  at  this  time  current  appear 
Hot  to  have  been  of  the  same  fineness,  nor  of  the 
saqne  proportional  weight,  as  the  Sterlings  were;  for 
in  this  year  the  Commons  petitioned  that  the  She- 
riffs, and  other  officers  of  the  King,  should  receive 
for  the  debts  due  to  htm  Halfpennies  as  well  as 
Sterlings ;  and  that  all  the  great  men,  and  others  of 
the  Realm,  should  receive  Halfpennies  for  the  debts* 
reftts,  and  services,  then  due,  from  the  time  that  it 
was  ordained  by  the  King  and  Council  that  the  new 
Halfpennies  should  be  current ;  that  the  Halfpenny 
should  be  of  the  same  weight  [proportional  must 
be  understood]  as  the  Sterling,  and  of  as  good 
Silver,  or  to  be  wholly  put  down;  and  that  the  good 
Sterling  should  be  current  in  the  Realm,  and  be 
established  above  all  other. 

The  King  evaded  a  positive  answer  to  this  Peti- 

-      ^  "  Holinshed,  vol.  II.  p.  365. 
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tiqn,  and  replied  that  the  good  Money  should  be 
9urrei>t,  until  the  contrary  should  be  commanded  w. 

From  1257  [the  41st  of  Henry  J II,]  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1343,  a  period  of  little  less  thin 
ninety  years,  no  notices  of  any  Coinage  of  Gold  have 
occurred,  nor  have  any  Coins  been  hitherto  diacor 
vered,  although  three  specimens  of  the  Coinage  of 
l#57  are  known  to  exist  , 

Camden  conjectures  that  ignorance  was  the.  cause 
which  so  long  prevented  our  Monarchy  from  coining 
Gold*;  but  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  kind 
of  ignorance  was  intended  by  him.  It  could  not  b* 
ignorance  of  the  mode  of  impressing  a  stamp  on 
Gpld,  for  it  \s  at  least  as  easy  to  be  worked  as  Silver 
is;  it  could  not  be  ignorance  of  the  art  of  refining 
Gold,  because  that  had  been  practised  for  ages  in 
this  country;  it  could  not  be  ignorance  of  the  proper 
proportion  to  be  established  between  that  metal  and 
Silver,  for  Bezants  had  been  current. here  from  * 
very  early  period,,  and  Gold  had  been  generally 
qoined  in  the  other  States  of  Europe  some  yeara 
prior  to  the  accession  of  Edward.  It  is  also  impr$* 
bable  that  the  art  of  coining  Gold,  and  the  t*>uc 
piode  of  proportioning  the  two  precious  inetala, 
should  have  been  forgotten  in  the  Mint,  in  the  spate 
of  about  ninety  years,  the  time  which, had  elfcpsad 
feince  the  Coinage  of  Gold  by  King  Henry  III. 

But  the  true  reason  seems  to  be,  that  Coins  of 
Gold  were  not  wanted,  when  the  price  of  the  neces- 

w  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  143. 

*  Remains^  Article,  Money,  p.  241 .  If  the  account  given  by 
Grafton  and  Froissart,  under  the  year  1337,  be  correct,  Edward 
then  eoined  Gold  at  Antwerp. 
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sary  articles  of  life  was  completely  within  the  reach 
of  Money  of  an  inferior  metal.  And  in  confirmation: 
of  this  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  Gold  Money 
which  was  struck  in  the  early  part  of  this  reign  is 
nearly  as  fresh  as  it  was  on  its  first  issuing  from  the 
Mint;  from  whence  we  may  reasonably  infer,  that 
its  circulation  was  extremely  limited. 

But  whatever  the  causes  might  be  which  prevented 
the  coining  of  Gold  Money  for  so  long  a  period,. it  is 
certain  that  a  Coinage  of  that  metal  took  place,  or  at 
least  was  intended,  in  the  17th  year  of  this  reign, 
for  an  Indenture  of  that  date  is  upon  record. 

It  was  made  between  the  King  and  George  K#v- 
kyn,  and  Lotte  Nicholyn  of  Florence,  Masters  antf 
Workers,  Hugh  de  Brandon,  Robert  de  Shordich, 
John  de  Coppesfield,  John  de  Hyngeston,  Adam  de   > 
Walpole,  and  Richard  de  Grymesby,  Changers  of  « 
the  Money.    By  virtue  of  this  Indenture,  three  Mo-    * 
iiies  of  Gold  were  to  be  made;  one  to  be  current  at 
six  Shillings,  and  to  be  equal  in  weight  to  two  Petit  « 
Florins  of  Florence,  of  good  weight.     Fifty  pieces  of 
these  to  be  made  out  of  the  Pound  Tower  of  Londoh. 
The  Half  and  Quarter  in  proportion.     AH  these  to 
be  of  fine  Gold  [by  which  is  meant  twenty-three 
carats  three  grains  and  a  half  fine  Gold,  and  half  a 
grain  alloy],  making  fifteen  pounds  sterling  in  each 
pound. 

Of  this  the  Master  was  to  take  three  shillings  and 
six  pence  of  each  pound,  and  the  Merchant  J  was  to 
have  the  remainder,  amounting  to  thirteen  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  six  pence;  that  is,  after  one    > 

y  That  it,  the  Merchant  who  brought  the  Bullion  to  the  MiUti***^' 
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^ouyh)-  by  weight  had  been  deducted  for  the  King's 
steignorage. 

The  remedy  was  one  mite  of  a  carat  *. 

There  were  also  to  be  made  Sterlings  of  the  old 
alloy  of  Sterling,  out  of  every  pound  of  which  the 
Master  was  to  take  nine  pence,,  and  the  remainder 
be  given  to  the  Merchant. 

The  remedy  for  the  Silver  was  two  pennyweights 
in  weight,  and  the  same  in  alloy. 

It  was  also  agreed  that,  out  of  eVery  five  pounds 
of  Gold,  one  piece  should  be  taken  for  the  Assay ; 
and  from  every  pound  of  Silver,  one  Penny  or 
mote,  for  the  same  purpose,  in  manner  accustomed  a. 

It  5s  uncertain  whether  the  Coinage  of  Gold  took 
place  by  virtue  of  this  Indenture,  or  whether  it  Was 
not  deferred  until  the  following  year,  1344,  when, 
la  new  Indenture  for  the  making  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Coins,  precisely  upon  the  same  conditions  as  are 
contained  in  this,  was  made  between  the  King  and 
Walter  Dunflower,  then  Master  and  Worker  K 

*  A  Mite,  in  Moneyer's  weight,  is  the  twentieth  part  of*  a 
Grain.    The  words  in  the  Record  are,  un  Mytisme  de  Carate. 

&  Claus.  17  £.  III.,  pt.  2.  m.  4.  dors.  In  the  next  year  the 
Masters  and  Workers,  whose  names  are  recited  in  this  Inden- 
ture, were  commanded  to  deliver  all  things  belonging  to  their 
offece  to  Percivall  de  Porche  de  Luca.  [Claus.  18  E.  III.  pt.  1. 
m.  4.]  They  were  re-appointed  in  the  year  but  oiae  following. 
[Claus.  20  E.  III.  pt.  2.  ro.  22.] 

*>  Pat.  18  £.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  27.  It  is  extraordinary  that  the 
date  of  a  circumstance  so  strikingly  impressive  as  the  issuing  of 

a  Gold  Coinage  must  have  been,  should  be  involved  in  any  un- 

*  .... 

certainty ;  our  old  Chroniclers,  however,  vary  materially  from  the 
trtttit  in  their  accounts.  Caxton  says  that,  in  his  14th  year,  King, 
Bdwardeommanded  his  Coin  of  Gold  to  be  made  forthwith  the  best 
th*t  aright  be,  that  is  for  to  say,  the  Floreyne  that  was  called 

VOL.  II.  M 
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The  type  of  the  Obverse  of  these  Coins  was  previ- 
ously described  in  a  Proclamation  which  was  issued 
upon  the  27th  of  January,  in  the  year  1343.  It 
stated  that  the  King,  the  Prelates,  and  other  Nobles, 
had  agreed  that  three  sorts  of  Gold  Money  should 
be  made  in  the  Tower  of  London ;  that  is,  one  Coin 
with  two  Leopards c,  each  piece  to  be  current  for 

the  Noble,  price  of  six  Shillings  eight  Pence  of  Sterlings  [Stg, 
W.  1.];  Fabian,  that,  in  the  same  year,  he  changed  his  Coin, 
and  made  the  Noble  and  the  Half  Noble  of  the  value  of  six 
Shillings,  eight  Pence,  nine  Pence,  or  ten  Pence  [vol.  II.  p.  207]; 
Grafton,  that,  in  1339,  he  caused  a  new  Coin  of  Gold  to  be 
coined,  called  the  Noble,  of  the  value  of  six  Shillings,  eight 
Pence,  or  nine. Pence,  &c.$  and  that,  in  1343,  he  made  a  new 
Coin  of  Gold,  and  named  it  the  Floreyn,  that  is  to  say,  the  Penny 
of  the  value  of  six  Shillings,  eight  Pence,  &c.  which  Coin  was 
specially  ordained  for  his  war  in  France  5  for  the  Gold  thereof 
was  not  so  fine  as  the  Noble,  which  as  before,  in  the  14th  year 
of  his  reign,  he  caused  to  be  coined. 

Holinshed  likewise  speaks  of  the  superior  fineness  of  the  Noble, 
which  was  coined  in  his  14th  year,  over  the  Florins  of  1344,  the 
value  of  which  he  fixes  at  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence.  [Sub 
anno  1344.] 

Stow  makes  the  same  mistake  as  to  the  value,  but  fixes'  the 
Coinage  in  the  year  1342.  [Annals,  p.  229,  quoted  by  Leake, 
p.  102.] 

c  These,  though  called  Leopards,  were  really  Lions  3  for, <c  a 
lion  passant  and  full  faced  and  showing  both  his  eyes  (which  the 
English  call  guardant)  is  called  a  Leopard  by  the  French,  and  all 
other  nations.  When  he  shows  but  the  half  of  his  face,  and  only 
one  eye,  he  is  then  called  Leopard  Lionee ;  Leopard,  because 
not  erected  on  his  hinder  feet,  which  is  the  proper  position  of  a 
Lion  in  Armories  $  Lionee,  because  his  head  is  in  profile,  show- 
ing but  the  half  of  his  face,  which  all  Lions  properly  do,  being 
erected  on  their  hinder  feet,  and  their  heads  in  profile,  feu,t  if 
erected,  and  full  faced,  he  is  called  a  Lion  Leopardee,  his  head 
being  after  the  position  of  that  of  a  Leopard,  and  his  body  after 
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six  shillings,  and  to  be  of  equal  weight  with  two 
Petit  Florins  of  Florence  of  full  weight.  Another 
piece  of  one  Leopard,  and  another  piece  of  one 
Helm,  being  respectively  the  half  and  quarter  of 
the  larger  Coin,  and  of  proportional  value.  These 
Coins  to  be  current  throughout  the  Realm  of  Eng- 
land, and  all  persons,  whether  natives  or  strangers, 
to  receive  them  in  all  manner  of  payments,  oh  peril 
garpent d. 

From  these  descriptions  it  appears  that  Edward, 
although  he  adopted  the  name  by  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  Gold  then  in  circulation  was  distin- 
guished, yet  did  not  servilely  copy  the  Coinage  of 
other  Sovereigns.  The  type,  instead  of  the  Lily,  from 
which  the  term  Florin  originated,  presented  upon 
the  largest  of  his  Coins  an  impression  allusive  to  the 

the  position  of  that  of  a  Lion."  [Nisbet's  Essay  on  the  antient 
and  modern  use  of  Armories,  p.  162.] 

That  they  were  really  Lions,  will,  I  think,  appear  from  the 
following  considerations :  It  will  hardly  be  doubted  that  they 
were  placed  on  the  Coins  in  allusion  to  the  Royal  Arms,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  quarter  Florin  bears  the  Crest  of  Edward 
HI.  as  represented  on  his  Great  Seal.  [See  Sand  ford,  p.  124.] 
And  that  the  charges  were  originally  lions  is  evident  from  the 
shaggy  manes  and  bushy  tails  with  which  they  are  represented 
on  the  Great  Seals  of  our  early  Monarchs,  and  by  which  they  are 
sufficiently  distinguished  from  all  animals  of  the  Leopard 
kind. 

d  CI.  18  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  18  dors.  I  am  unable  to  ascertain 
the  meaning  of  the  term  garpent,  which  does  not  occur  in  any 
Glossary.  Guerpine  comes  the  nearest  to  it,  and  is  explained  by 
Abandonnement,  which,  according  to  Cotgrave,  signifies  outlawry. 
Guerpire,  in  Du  Fresne,  is,  possessionem  rei  alicujus  dimittere  j 
and,  therefore,  Garpent,  if  it  be  equivalent,  may  possibly  mean 
forfeiture.  Under  Homagium,  col.  1171,  he  renders  Curpire  by 
redfdere,  remittere. 

M   % 
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• 

Royal  Arms  of  England,*,  whilst  the  half  bore  a 
mantle,  on  which  his  shield  was  displayed,  quar- 
tering the  Arms  of  France  and  England,  and  the 
smallest  ptece  was  stamped  with  his  Crest.  The 
weight  was  also  superior  to  that  of  any  other 
Florin.  The  fineness  was  of  the  Standard  of  the 
Florins  of  Florence f. 

€  It  was,  however,  soon  discovered  that  this  Money 
was  rated  too  high,  that  is,  was  overvalued  in  pro- 
portion to  the  Silver  Coins  then  current,  and  it  was 
on  that  account  generally  refused.  For  this  reason,  it 
was  ordered  by  a  Proclamation,  dated  on  the  pth  of 
July  in  the  same  year,  to  be  taken  in  payment  only 
with  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  it  might  be 
offered*.  And  by  a  subsequent  proclamation,  on 
the  20th  of  August  immediately  following,  it  was 
declared  to  be  no  longer  current,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  receiver,  but  was  to  be  considered  as 
Bullion,  and  taken  according  to  its  value  as  suchk. 

It  is  probable  that  these  Coins  were  generally 
brought  into  the  Mint  and  re-coined,  for  a  new 
land  of 'Gold  Money  was  made  in  the  same  year  by 
virtue  of  an  Indenture  between  the  King  and  Perei- 
vall  de  Porche,  then  Master  of  the  Mint.  The  con- 
ditions of  that  instrument  were,  that  the  Pound 
weight  Tower  of  tjrold  of  the  old  Standard  should 
be  coined  into  thirty-nine  Nobles  and  an  half,  at  six 
Shillings  and  eight  Pence  each  (amounting  in  $ie 

e  Two  Lions  were  the  original  charge  $  the  third  was  added 
by  King  Henry  II.     See  Sandford,  p.  59. 

f  See  Notices  of  Trials  of  the  Pix,  under  the  year  1349. 

g  Rymer,  vol.  V.  p.  416. 

h  CJaus.  18"£.  III.  pt  2.  m.  i8.  dors.    Rymer,  vol.  V.  p.  424. 
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whole  to  thirteen  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  four 
Pence  by  Tale),  or  a  proportionable  number  of  Half 
aod  Quarter  Nobles.  The  Silver  Coins  were  like- 
wise covenanted  to  be  of  the  old  Sterling,  and  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-two  Shillings  and  two  Pence  by  Tale 
in  the  Pound  Tower.  It  was  also  provided  that  the 
Money  should  be  publickly  assayed,  in  the  presence 
of  the  King's  Council,  before  it  was  delivered  to  the 
Merchant 2.  By  this  Indenture  the  Kirig  appointed 
Guardians  of  his  Mints,  in  every  place  where  Moriey 
was  made,  to  guard  and  survey  it,  and  who  at  the 
request  of  the  Master  were  to  make  the  Assay  i. 

The  new  Money  was  made  current  by  a  Procla- 
mation, which  stated  that  it  was  coined  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  King's  Council  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  Realm,  and  that  the  Coins  were  to  be  called 
Nobles,  Maille  Nobles,  and  Eerling  Nobles.  And 
it  was  forbidden  by  the  same  Proclamation  to  carry 
out  of  the  Kingdopi  Money  either  of  Gold  or  Silver, 
or  other  Money  of  Gold  or  Silver,  except  the  new 
Money  of  Gold,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the 
same,  and  the  body  of  the  offender  to  be  at  the 
King's  will,  unless  it  were  done  by  the  Kings  spe- 
cial permission.  It  was  also  commanded  that  the 
good  Money  of  England  then  current  should  conti- 
nue to  be  so ;  and  that  no  one  should  refuse  the 
Money  of  Gold  or  Silver,  at  the  rate  prescribed  in 

*  Indenture,  Lansdown's  MgS.  Catalogue  No.  745.  It  con- 
tains several  of  the  provisions  which  appear  in  the  Proclamation 
by  which  the  currency  of  the  Coins  vyas  established,  but  which 
are  not  printed  in  Lowndes's  Report* 

J  CI.  18  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  19.  dor*.  See  Notices  of  the  Trial  of 
the  Pix. 
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the  Indenture,  on  the  peril  above-mentioned.  That 
no  one  should  receive  or  pay  any  Money  of  Gold  or. 
Silver  of  any  Coin  but  the  King's,  on  the  same 
peril;  and  that  one  third  part  of  the  forfeiture 
should  go  to  the  informer. 

In  order  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  which  had 
arisen  from  the  rate  of  Exchange  being  uncertain,  it ' 
was  ordained  that  for  the  change  of  Gold  for  Sterlins 
should  be  taken  for  the  Noble  one  Penny  less  than 
half  a  Mark.  For  the  Maile  d'Or,  one  Halfpenny 
less  than  forty  Pence,  &c.  And  that  whoever  would 
buy  the  Noble  of  Gold,  with  Sterlins,  should  pay 
one  Maill  of  Silver  beyond  the  value. 

To  induce  all  persons  to  come  to  the  King's  Ex- 
change, it  was  commanded  that  no  one  should  ex- 
change without  the  King's  permission,  on  pain  of 
losing  the  Money  by  him  exchanged. 

The  new  Coins  of  Golcjl  were  ordered  to  be  cur- 
rent, and  received  in  payment  of  sums  of  twenty 
Shillings  and  upwards,  or  of  smaller  sums  by  those 
Who  should  be  willing  to  take  them  k< 

k  Claus.  18  E.  III.  pt.  %  m.  23,  dors.  Rymer,  vol.  V.  p.  416  j 
and  see  Statute  IS  £.  III.  chap.  6;  in  which  it  was  provided, 
that  no  man  should  be  compelled  to  take  the  new  Money  of 
Gold,  which  the  King  had  ordained  to  go  in  payment  at  a  cer- 
tain price,  within,  the  sum  of  twenty  Shillings ;  that  Money  of 
Gold  and  Silver  should  be  made  within  the  City  of  York,  and 
elsewhere,  as  the  King  should  ordain,  in  the  6ame  manner  as  it 
was  made  in  the  Tower  of  London ;  and  that  Exchanges  should 
be  appointed  in  the  good  Towns,  according  as  it  should  seem 
best  to  the  King,  for  the  profit  of  him  and  his  people;  and  that 
it  should  be  ordained  in  a  certainty  what  things  should  be  given 
in  exchange  of  every  piece  of  Gold. 
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*     They  were  also  made  current  in  Ireland,  by  Pro- 
clamation, in  the  same  year  *. 

At  this  period  the  Gold  Coins  of  other  Nations 
were  denominated  either  from  the  place  of  Mintage, 
or  from  the  devices  impressed  upon  them ;  but  these 
Coins  seem  to  have  derived  their  name  from  the 
noble  nature  of  the  metal  of  which  they  Were 
composed. 

It  is  indeed  extraordinary  that  they  were  not  rather 
entitled  from  the  new  and  singular  type  of  a  Ship, 
with  which  they  were  impressed,  and  thus  remark- 
ably distinguished  from  every  other  Coin  at  that 
time  existing.  This  could  have  been  adopted  only 
for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  some  great  and 
well-known  event,  which  I  conceive  to  have  been 
the  signal  Victory  that  King  Edward  obtained  over 
the  French  Fleet,  off  Sluys,  on  Midsummer-day  in 
the  year  1340,  when  two  French  Admirals  and 
about  30,000  men  were  slain,  and  above  230  of 
their  large  ships  were  taken,  with  but  inconsiderable 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  English  m. 

Selden  is  of  opinion  that  these  Coins  were  struck 
for  the  purpose  of  recording  Edward's  claim  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Seas,  which  was  supported  by  a 
Navy  consisting  of  eleven  hundred  ships  u.  But  the 
date  which  he  assigns,  from  Walsingham,  proves 
his  opinion  to  be  erroneous,  for  he  states  this  event 
to  have  taken  place  in  the  year  13  59,  fifteen  years, 

1  Claus.  18E.III.pt.  l.m.  11. 

m  See  Carte,  History  of  England,  vol.  II.  p.  436.  It  seems 
highly  probable  that  thia  victory  suggested  to  Edward  an  idea  of 
his  superiority  over  every  other  maritime  power. 

o  Selden,  MareClausum,  Lib.  II.  cap.  XXV. 
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at  the  rlqdsfe,  subsequent  to  the  first  issuing  of  these 
Coins,  -.   * 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  his  conjecture 
i*  not  a  novel  one,  but  that  it  was  adopted  within  a 
GTOtury  of  the  time  when  this  Money  was  coineek, 
$s  appears  from  the  following  lines  of  an  anonymous 
versifier,  who,  according  to  Selden,  wrote  in  tht 
time  of  Heiiry  VI. : 

*  «'For  foure  things  our  Noble  sheweth  to  me  — 
•  i  Ring,  Ship,  and  Swerd,  and  Power  of  the  See.'1 

And  in  these  lines  he  points  out  the  time  when 
Edward  was  supposed  to  have  claimed  this  Power  of 
the  Sea : 

, ,"  But  King  Edward  made  a  siege  royall, 

;f  t  Aud  wanne  the  town,  and  in  speciall 

fjR    The  Sea  was  kept,  and  thereof  he  was  Lord ;  .  * 

aP,  Thiis  made  he  Nobles  coined  of  Record."0 

eThe  ToWn  is  by  Selden  pronounced  to  be  Calais ; 
birt'the  date  of  that  Siege  can  by  no  means  be  made 
to  agree  ivith  this  Coinage,  as  it  did  not  commence 
until  the  year  1347 p.  J  4  a 

'  Th£se  Ooihs  Were  so  beautiful  that  various  fabu- 
lous  reports  were  framed  respecting  the  material  of 
wfiich  they  were  formed.  Such  reports  continued  in„ 
force  even  in  the  time  of  Camden,  who  says,  "our- 
Alchymists  do  affirm  (as  an  unwritten  verity)  that 
tHfe'Gold  was  made  by  projection  or  multiplication" 


•r 


l*  Selden,  Mare  Clausum,  Lib.  II.  cap.  XXV. 
^i^As,  however;  ho  other  sielge  ft  to  be  found,  near  to  tmV 
timeV(^hWa^wfth  fctt^rfetp  be  termed  a  Siege  Royal,'  ft  W 
probable  that  Selden's  appropriation  is* jtifct,  and  that  the-vArsi- 
fier  overlooked  the  anachronism.  * 
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Atebymkai  of  Raymnnd  LttHy*  inthe  Tbwer  tif 
London,  who  would  prove  it  as  Alchymically,  be- 
aid*  the  tradition  of  ^the  R&hbies  in  that -faculty,  by 
the  inscription ;  ftm  as  upon  ot\e  side  there  tVtlte 
King's  image  in  a  Ship,  to  notify  that  he  was  L*fd 
of*  the  Seas,  with  his  titles,  so  upon  the  revetee  & 
across  fleury  with  Lioneux,  inscribed,  jesus  AUTfeft 

TRANS  I  ENS    PER   MEDIUM    EORUM    IBATr;  which  tfae^ 

profoundly  expound,  as  Jesus  passed  invisible  and 
in  ipost  secret  manner  by  the  middest  of  the  Phari- 
sees, so  that  Gold  was  made  by  invisible  and  secret 
art  amidst  the  ignorant.  But  others  say,  that  t^ 
Text  was  the  only  Amulet  used  in  that  credulous 
age  to  escape  dangers  in  battle."8 

It  appears,  from  a  passage  in  a  eontenfjjdrary 
Author,  that  these  words  were  considered  ifot'only 
as  a  preservative  from  the  perils  ofVdr,'  fciif  alscr  that 
they  were  supposed  to  answer  an  humbter^fltfr^ose, 
that  of  defending  men  from  the  peril  of  ihievfes; 
and,  surely,  if  we  allow  them  to  possess  that  pgwery 
a  more  proper  inscription  for  a  Coin  could  not  have 
been  easily  chosen.  -.  » 

"  And  an  half  Myle  fro  Nazarethe,"  says  he*  ¥  is 

q  But  Lully,  by  all  the  best  accounts,  died  above  twenty  yean 
before  Edward  began  to  coin  Gold.  [Tyrwhitt's  Chaucer,  voltV. 
p.  183.]  According  to  Priestley's  Chart  he  died  about  the  year' 
1320 ;  but  in  Blair's  Chronological  Tables  that  event  is  placed  af 
an  earlier  period  by  five  years.  —  He  was  a  famous  Akhynmt, 
and  pretended  to  have  found  out  the  art  of  making  Gold  5  but 
happening  to  counterfeit  the  Coin  of  this  Kingdom,  he  is.  said' to 
have  been  banished  by  King  Edward  III.  MS  note  of  the;  late 
Mr.  Oldys,  Norroy.    [Bibl.  Topog.  Britannica,  No.  V.  pu  10J 

*  Luke,  chapter  iv.  verse  30. 
.  *  Camden's  Remains/  p.  248,  Article  Money.  -    % 
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the  Lepe  of  oure  Lord  :  for  the  Jewes  ladden  him 
upon  an  highe  Roche,  for  to  make  him  lepe  dourj, 
and  have  slayn  hirn  :  but  Jesus  passed  amonges 
hem,  and  lepte  upon  another  Roche;  and  zit  ben 
the  Steppes  of  his  feet  sene  in  the  Roche,  where 
he  allyghte.  And  therefore  seyn  men,  whan  thei 
dreden  hem  of  Thefes,  on  ony  weye,  or  of  Enemyes ; 
Jesus  autem  transiens  per  medium  illoru  that: 
that  is  to  seyne,  Jesus  forsothe  passynge  be  the 
myddes  of  hem,  he  wente :  in  tokene  and  mynde, 
that  oure  Lord  passed  thorghe  out  the  Jewes  cruel- 
tee,  and  scaped  safly  fro  hem  ;  so  surely  mowe  men 
passen  the  perile,  of  Thefes.  And  than  sey  men  2 
Vers  of  the  Psautre,  3  sithes:  Irruat  super  eos  for- 
mi  do  &  pavor,  in  magnitudine  Brachii  tui,  Domine. 
Fiant  immobile*,  quasi  Lapis,  donee  pertranseat  po- 
pulus  tuus,  Domine;  donee  pertranseat  populus  tuus 
iste,  quern  possedisti.  And  thanne  may  men  passe 
with  outen  perile."  * 

t  Sir  John  Maundevile's  Travels,  8vo.  Lond.  1727,  p.  137.  He 
began  his  travels  in  1320,  and  travelled  30  years.  I  had  made 
the  above  extract  some  years  before  I  had  an  opportunity  to  know 
that  the  learned  Editor,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  had  quoted  the 
former  part  of  the  passage  for  the  same  purpose.  His  concluding 
words  are,  "It  must  be  owned  that  a  spell  against  thieves  was 
the  most  serviceable,  if  not  the  most  elegant,  inscription  that 
could  be  put  upon  Gold  Coin."  [Introductory  Discourse,  § 
fcXVUI.  vol.  IV.  p.  181,  note  (81).] 

Selden  says,  there  are  two  reasons  why  these  words,  Jesus, 
&c<  were  made  about  our  old  Gold  :  the  one  ts,  because  Riply 
the  Alchymist,  when  he  made  Gold  in  the  Tower,  the  first  time 
fee  found  it,  spoke  these  words  [per  medium  eorum] j  that  is, 
per  medium  ignis,  &  sulphuris.  The  other  is,  because  these 
words  were  thought  to  be  a  charm,  and  that  they  did  bind  what- 
soever they  were  written  upon,  so  that  a  man  could  not  take  it 
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On  the  20th  of  July  1 345  Proclamation  was  com- 
manded to  be  made  to  the  following  purport : 

That  Conrad  Royer,  and  his  Company,  Mer- 
chants of  the  East,  had  authority  to  hold  publick 

away.    To  this  reason  I  rather  incline.     [Table  Talk.    Gold,] 
See  Explanation  of  Gold  Coins,  Plate  X.  Num.  1. 

Mr.  Pegge,  in  a  Memoir  upon  the  first  Noble  of  Edward  III., 
19  of  opinion  that  the  legend  on  the  Reverse  could  not  be  in- 
tended for  an  amulet  or  charm,  because  it  was  ridiculous  to  sup- 
pose that  it  should  be  placed,  as  such,  upon  the  publick  Money 
of  a  great  Kingdom.  Whatever  superstition  of  that  kind  might 
then  prevail  amongst  the  vulgar,  such  weakness,  he  thinks, 
could  not  be  expected  to  proceed  from  the  King's  Ministers,  or 
the  Officers  of  the  Mint.  Besides,  the  word*  of  holy  Scripture 
upon  our  Coins  are  always  used  with  a  religious  and  never  with 
a  superstitious  meaning. 

He  was  likewise  of  opinion  that  it  could  not  allude  to  any 
naval  event,  because  the  great  victory  in  1840  was  too  early  in 
point  of  time,  and  that  over  the  Corsairs  in  1349  too  late ;  bat 
be  supposed,  that,  as  the  two  Kingdoms  of  England  and  France 
are  expressed  in  the  King's  style  on  the  Obverse,  and  in  nature 
are  only  parted  by  a  narrow  strait  or  channel,  the  King  in  his 
ship  was  supposed  to  be  passing  that  strait,  and  consequently 
not  only  assuming  bis  dominion  over  the  Sea,  but  also  over  the 
'two  Kingdoms ;  in  which  case  Regnorum  would  be  the  substan- 
tive understood  to  iHorpm.  The  motto  on  the  Quarter  Noble, 
bxaltabitur  in  gloria,  he  thought  appeared  plainly  to  look 
the  same  way. 

The  objection,  that  this  legend  was  continued  during  the  time 
that  Edward  relinquished  his  title  to  France,  he  attempted  to 
obviate  by  remarking  that  the  Fleur  de  Lis  were  likewise  conti- 
nued in  the  Arms.     [Archaeologia,  vol.  III.  p.  316.] 

Had  Mr.  Pegge  been  aware  that  Edward  HI.  himself  was  a 
believer  in  the  power  of  Alchymy*,  and  that  in  the  succeeding 
reigns  of  Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  the  royal  license  was  repeat- 
edly granted  for  practising  the  transmutation  of  metals,  he 

^mi^mmm  ■—!■.■*  r       ^— »i^»fc«»*i^——    ■*■■■■  ■  ■  ■       »  *■■  ■   —  ^"  ■  ■    ^p      ■  ■      ■  ■■  ■■■■■■■  ■■»  i^^^^^^B^ii^^p. 

*  See  Introduction,  under  Supply  of  Bullien  for  the  Mint. 
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Exchanges  in  the  Cities  of  London ,  York,  and 
Canterbury.  That  they  were  to  give  for  the  whole 
Noble,  which  was  in  v%alue  Half  a  Mark,  six  Shil- 
lings, six  Pennies,  and  -an  Halfpenny ;  and  for  the 
Half  and  Quarter  of  the  said  Noble  according  to 
their  proportion,  as  in  the  Indenture  between  the 
King  and  the  Exchangers  would  more  fully  appear*. 

That  no  other  Persons  should  hold  Exchanges  in 
the  said  Cities,  their  Suburbs,  or  *the  parts  adjoin- 
ing, unless  by  agreement  with  the  said  Conrad  and 
his  Company,  or  their  Deputies. 

That  no  Money  but  the  King's  should  be  current 
within  the  Realm,  on  forfeiture  of  the  same,  as  well 
by  him  who  should  pay,  as  by  him  who  should 
receive  the  same, 

That  the  King's  Money  of  Gold  should  be  current 
within  the  Realm,  and  be  received  in  all  payments^ 

y 

would  not  have  founded  any  part  of  his  argument  upon  the  sup- 
posed superior  knowledge  of  the  higher  orders  of  men  in  the  age 
be  was  treating  of.  And  had  he  paid  more  attention  to  the  inge- 
nious conclusion  of  bis  friend  Mr.  Wise,  that  as  the  Quarter  Flo- 
rin and  the  Quarter  Noble  bore  the  same  legend,  it  was  probable 
that  .the  inscriptions  of  the  larger  Coins  were  likewise  the  same  * 
(which  conclusion  the  discovery  of  the  Half  Florin  has  proved,  so 
far,  to  be  just),  he  would  have  seen  reason  to  suspect  that  the 
inscription  might  possibly  have  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
figures  with  which  the  Coin  is  impressed. 

u  The  Proclamation  on  the  Clause  Roll  contains  some  provi- 
sions which  do  not  appear  on  the  Rolls  of  Parliament ;  one  of 
which  is,  that  if  any  one  would  buy  the  said  Nobles  of  Gold  with 
Sterlings,  then  the  Exchangers  should  take  for  every  Noble  six 
Shillings  and  seven  Pence  Halfpenny,  and  for  the  Half  and  Quar- 
ter in  proportion.    CI.  19  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  11.  dors. 


*  Num.  Antiq,  Serin.  Bodleianit  recotulit.  Catalog*!,  p.  233. 
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the  Noble  at  the  value  of  Half  a  Mark,  and  the  Half 
and  Quarter  in  proportion. 

That  no  one*  of  any  estate  or  condition  what- 
ever, should  sell,  or  buy,  or  make  payment,  or 
lend,  or  exchange,  with  any  but  the  King's  Coip, 
in  any  way  contrary  to  the  provisions  contained  in 
that  Proclamation  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  whole 
sum  both  by  the  payer  and  the  receiver. 

That, no  person  should  carry,  nor  cause  to  be' 
carried  out  of  the  Realm,  Gold  or  Silver  in  Plate,  or 
in  Money,  except  the  King's  Money  of  Gold  afore- 
said, on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same. 

That  all  who  should  offend  against  the  Ordinances 
then  proclaimed  should  suffer  imprisonment  at  the 
King's  pleasure. 

And  that  whoever  should  give  information  of  of- 
fences against  them  should  receive,  on  ^conviction  of 
the  offenders,  a  third  part  of  the  forfeitures,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Warden  of  the  King's  +Exchange,jp 
kpndon w.  ,  w., 

The  King  engaged  that  the  said  Exchangers  should 
not  be  compelled  to  exchange  more  than  one  thou- 
sand Marks  per  week  in  the  City  of  London^  an$ 
five  hundred  Marks  in  each  of  the  Cities  of  Canter- 
bury and  York  x.  *i 

In  this  year  an  Indenture  was  made  betwee*  ttee 
King  and  Percival  de  Porche  de  Luke,  which  agreed 
in  provisions  with  one  of  the  1 8th"  year  of  the  Kinjg^ 
excepting,  th^t  whereas  the  Master  was  then  a,uthprj 
rised  to  take  from  every  Pound  of  Gold  three  Shite 
lings  and  four  Pence  of  Sterlings,  for  his  work,  fo& 

w  Rolls  of  Parliament,  yoLH.  p.  459.  --    

*  CI.  19E.  IH.pt.  l.ml!;doi%.  '*'«  '  r'k •-•*"•"-*  - ■»*  r 
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of  Gold,  cutting  of  irons,  lost  of  weight,  and  for 
his  expenses,  and  all  manner  of  charges,  except  the 
Warden's  wages,  it  was  now  agreed,  that  he  should 
take  two  Shillings,  and  that  the  Merchant  should 
have  returned  to  him  twelve  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings and  four  Pence  of  every  Pound  of  fine 
Gold,  five  Shillings  heing  deducted  for  the  King's 
Seignorage. 

The  King's  Seignorage  for  the  Coinage  of  Silver 
was  continued  at  six  Pence  for  every  Pound  weight; 
but  the  allowance  to  the  Master  was  reduced  from 
nine  Pence  to  eight  Pence.  These  two  sums  being 
deducted  from  twenty-two  Shillings  and  two  Pence 
of  Sterlings,  left  a  remainder  of  twenty*-one  Shillings 
for  the  Merchant  J. 

About  this  time  search  was  commanded  to  be 
made  for  Money  transported  out  of  the  Realm,  con- 
trary to  the  Ordinances  which  had  been  made  by 
Parliament  in  that  case  * 

It  appears,  likewise,  that  considerable  quantities 
of  base  Coins  were  made ;  for  a  large  sum  of  coun- 
terfeit Sterlings  was  discovered  in  the  City  of  Nor- 
wich, which  the  Bailiff  of  that  place  was  directed  to 
seize  a. 

An  engagement  was  now  entered  into  with  the 
Flemings,  that  the  Gold  Money  called t  Nobles, 
which  was  coined  in  Flanders,  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  should  be  of  the  same  value  as  in  England*. 

1346.  This,  however,  seems  not  to  have  satisfied 
the  King,  who  was  desirous  that  his  Gold  Coins 

y  Cl.  19  £.  HI.  pt.  1.  m.  5.  dors. 

*  Cl.  19  E.  III.  »  Cl.  19  E.  HI.  pt  9.  m.  90. 

b  Pat.  19  E.  III.  pt.2.  m.  13. 
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which  were  made  in  England  should  be  current-  in 
Flanders  as  well  as  in  England ;  and  he  therefore 
did,  for  the  greater  increase  of  the  said  Money,  ap- 
point persons  to  treat  and  agree  with  the  Magis- 
trates of  Ghent,  Bruges,  and  I  pre,  and  other  places 
in  Flanders,  as  well  for  the  uniform  currency  of 
such  Coins  in  both  Countries,  as  for  the  coining  it 
in  Flanders,  and  for  determining  the  appropriation 
of  the  profits  which  might  arise  from  such  Coinage** 

In  consequence  of  the  arrangements  which  were 
then  made,  William  Stury  and  Gilbert  de  Wend- 
lyngburgh  were  appointed  to  coin  Pennies,  Half- 
pennies, and  Farthings,  called  Nobles,  in  Ghent, 
Bruges,  and  Ipred. 

Notwithstanding  this  appointment,  I  doubt  whe- 
ther the  plan  were  ever  actually  carried  into  execu- 
tion ;  and  the  impolicy  of  it  is  so  strikingly  obvious 
that  it  excites  our  wonder  to  find  that  it  could  for  a 
moment  be  seriously  intended.  For  if  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  the  Coins,  even  under  the  imme- 
diate eye  of  the  Sovereign,  require  a  number  of  the 
strictest  checks,  how  much  more  would  be  necessary 
when  the  Mint  was  to  be  placed  in  a  country  not 
under  his  controul  or  government. 

About  the  same  time  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
of  England  were,  by  a  Writ  directed  to  Walter  de 
Bermyngham,  the  King's  Justiciary,  again  ordered 
to  be  current  in  Ireland,  in  like  manner  as  it  had 
been  done  in  the  year  1344  e. 

By  Indenture  with  Percival  de  Porche,  Master  of 

«  Pat.  30  E.  III.  pt.  I.  m.  19.    Rymer,  vol.  V.  p.  506. 
<*  Pat.  20E.  III.  pt  1.  m.  19.    March  24. 
«  CI.  20  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  5.  dors.     * 
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the  Mint, :  the  weight  of  the  Noble  wis  diminished' 
nearly  ten  grains  ;  that  is,  the  Pound  of  Geld  iw» 
to  make  forty-two  Nobles,  at  six  Shillingr$nd  eight. 
Pence  a-piece,  amounting  to  fourteen  Pounds.  At 
the  same  time  the  Penny  was  reduced  to  twenty* 
grains,  or  the  Pound  of  Silver  was  shorn  into, 
twenty-two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  by  Tale. 

He  also  covenanted  to  make  Mai  lies  aftd  Fer- 
linges  of  the  Allay  of  Old  Sterling.     The  Mailles  to* 
be  of  the  weight  of  the  Standard-  of  the  Tower  of 
London,  ■  and  twenty-three  Shillings  and  three  Pence: 
in  number  to  the  Pound.    The  King  to  have  for  hi* 
Setgnorage  of  each  Pound  of  Mailles  six  Pence  by- 
weight;  and  the  Master,  for  all  expenses,  &c.  eleven 
Pence  by  number;  and  the  Merchant  the  remainder. 
The  Master  to  have  for  the  Ferlinges  thirteen  Ponce* 
by  number  for  each  Pound f. 

There  was  another  Indenture  m-this  year,  to  the 
aapse  effect,  between  the  King  and  Lote  Nicholyn 
and  George  CJerekyn,  who  were  appointed  Masters 
and  Workers,  upon  the  removal  of  Porches. 

The  Petitions  of  the  Commons  in  the  Parliament 
holden  at  Westminster,  in  this  year,  pointed  oiit 
several  mal-practices  which  were  supposed  to  be  the- 
causes  of  the  scarcity  of  good  Money  at  that  time. 

They  began  with  stating,  that  many  Merchants 
and  others  carried  the  good  Money  out  of  the 
Jtealtn,  and  brought  in  its  room  false  Money  called 

*  Lowndes,  p.  36,  and  CI.  20  E.  III.  pt  1.  m.  25.  dors. 
:  S  CI.  20  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  £3.  dors. 

In  Dm  Indenture  the  Pennies  are  stated  at  22*.  4tf. 

the  Mailles 28*.  3d. 

the  Feriings  - 23*.  6d.  : 


EDWARD   III.  177 

l«i*»sheb*>urneab,  which  were  worth  only  eight  Shil- 
liqgs  the  Pound,  or  leas :  by  which  means  the  im- 
porters^ and  they  who  took  them  at  a  low  price  to 
Utter  again,  were  suddenly,  wrongfully,  and  beyond 
measure,  enriched ;  whilst  they  who  were  "unable  to 
distinguish  the  said  Money  were  cheated  and  impo- 
verished, and  the  whole  Realm  was  fraudulently 
filled  with  those  base  Coins.  On  this  account  ,the 
Commons  prayed  that,  for  the  publick  advantage, 
means  might  speedily  be  devised  to  convict  and 
punish  this  offence,  so  that  the  Judges  of  Assize, 
and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  every  County, 
should  have  power  by  Commission  < to  inquire  con- 
cerning it,  and  to  punish  those  who  should  be  found 
guilty  of  importing  that  Money,  or  of  receiving  it, 
knowing  it  to  be  false,  as  Counterfeiters  of  the  Coil). 
And  because  many,  who  had  long  practised  this 
crime,  were  become  so  wealthy,  that  whilst  they 

h  These  were  base  Coins,  probably  first  struck  at  Luxemburgh. 
They  are  thus  described  in  Piers  Plowman's  Visions : 

"  As  in  Lusbburth  is  a  luther  alay,  yet  lokith  like' sterling, 
The  marke  of  the  Money  is  good,  and  the  metel  feble. 
So  fareth  it  hi  some  folk  now,  they  have  a  fajre  spech, 
Crowne  and  christendome,  the  kinges  marke  of  heuen, 
And  the  metal  that  is  mans  soule,  with  sinne  is  foule  alaied." 

folio  hex xij.  b.  ~ 
Chaucer  also  alludes  to  them  in  the  Monkee  Prologue: 

"  This  maketh  that  our  wives  wol  assaye  ~  1 

Religious  folk,,  for  they  moun  better  paye  ,  C 

Of  Venus  payementes  than  mowen  we : 
God  wote,  no  lussheburghes*  payen  ye."  Y 

Tyrwhitts  Edition,  line  13,965. 

•  "  That  is  (ypott  the  coherence  of  diverse)  no  payment  make  ye  that 
is  not  full  and  currant."     Coke's  3d  Institute. 

VOL.  II.  N      s 


178  ANXALS  of  the  coinage. 

werfe  at  liberty  the  Inquest  could  not  come  at  any 
truth  respecting  them,  although  they  were  noto- 
riously suspected,  and  known  to  be  guilty ;  it  was 
therefore  prayed,  that  the  said  Judges,  &c.  should 
have  power  to  apprehend  them,  and  to  seize  upon 
their  houses,  and  afterward  to  inquire  of  the  truth 
concerning  them.  To  induce  the  King  to  comply 
with  this  petition  it  was  urged,  that  in  this  manner 
he  would  be  greatly  enriched  by  the  wealth  which 
had  been  thus  fraudulently  acquired,  as  in  conscience 
he  ought  to  be. 

The  zeal  of  the  Commons  to  prevent  this  crime 
hurried  them  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  justice,  and 
accordingly  the  King,  in  his  answer,  with  great 
propriety  checked  their  over-eagerness ;  for  whilst 
he  granted  the  former  part  of  their  petition,  he 
replied  to  the  conclusion  of  it,  that  as  to  appre- 
hending those  who  were  suspected  of  such  felony, 
and  seizing  their  lands,  before  any  process  had  been 
entered  against  them,  it  was  the  King's  pleasure 
that  he  should  be  informed  of  them  by  Indictment, 
by  Inquest,  and  by  all  other  possible  lawful  means, 
for  the  immediate  punishment  of  such  offenders. 

The  Commons  next  petitioned,  that,  on  account 
of  the  great  scarcity  of  Coins  in  the  Realm,  the  King 
would  be  pleased  to  ordain,  that  Money  should  be 
more  frequently  coined,  and  that  the  Mints  should 
be  open  in  all  places  where  they  were  accustomed 
to  be. 

This  part  of  their  petition  was  granted. 

They  next  proceeded  to  pray,  that  the  King's 
Receivers  should  take  of  the  people,  in  every  place, 
both  Gold  and  Silver  at  the  same  rate  as  the  people 
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were  obliged  to  receive  them  in  payment;  and  that 
no  change  of  the  Money  of  Gold  or  Silver  should 
be  made  without  consent  of  Parliament. 

The  first  article  was  granted ;  but  to  the  latter, 
which  was  probably  considered  as  an  attempt  to  in- 
vade the  Royal  prerogative,  it  was  answered  that 
the  King  and  his  Nobles  would  ordain  as  they  should 
see  fit. 

They  further  represented  that  the  Lombards,  and 
their  Deputies,  had  in  their  hands  large  sums  of  the 
false  Money  which  was  in  England,  and  that  they 
purchased  English  Florins  at  a  lower  rate  than  that 
which  was  appointed  ;  and  therefore  it  was  prayed, 
that  in  future  those  persons  should  not  sell  nor  buy 
the  said  Money,  nor  make  any  agreement'  in  the 
sale  of  their  merchandise  what  Money  they  would 
receive,  in  rejection  of  English  Money. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  if  false  Coins  wer§ 
found  in  their  hands  they  should  suffer  punishment, 
according  to  Law.  That  as  to  those  who  purchased 
Gold  at  an  under  value,  they  should  be  forbidden  so  to 
do  on  pain  of  the  punishment  thereunto  belonging  ; 
and  that  they  should  not  buy  any  Gold  with  false 
Money.  That  it  should  be  commanded  throughout 
England,  that  all  persons  should  receive,  for  their 
merchandise,  Gold  according  to  the  currency  or- 
dained, without  any  agreement  to  be  made,  under 
pain  of  imprisonment  and  heavy  ransom  ;  and  where 
any  agreement  had  been  made,  it  should  be  at  the 
will  of  the  purchaser  to  pay  Money  of  Gold  or  of 
Silver,  as  he  should  think  fit  *. 

1  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  160. 
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These  Petitions  appear  to  have  been  the  founda- 
tion of  the  following  Ordinance,  which,  with  th$ 
consent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  others  of 
the  Realm,  commanded  that  no  one,  of  what  estate 
or  condition  soever,  whether  native  or  stranger, 
should  carry  out  of  the  Realm  the  King's  good  Mo- 
ney, and  heavy  Sterling,  nor  Silver  in  Plate,  nor 
Vessel  of  Gold  or  Silver,  on  forfeiture  of  the  same  ; 
and  that  no  one  should  bring  into  the  Realm  Money 
counterfeit  of  the  Sterlings,  on  pain  of  life  arid 
goods.  But  that  nevertheless  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  people  of  any  country  to  bring  to  the  Ex- 
change Bullion,  and  other  Silver  in  Plate,  and  any 
kind  of  Money^  except  counterfeit  Sterlings,  and 
there  to  receive  the  true  value  in  Sterlings  k. 

1347.  But,  in  defiance  of  these  provisions,  the 
false  Lusshebournes  still  continued  to  he  brought 
into  the  Kingdom  in  great  quantities,  insomuch  that 
the  Commons  again  petitioned,  in  die  following 
year,  that  they  who  were  found  guilty  might  suffer 
thei  punishment  of  drawing  and  hanging,  as  fake 
Moneyers, ,  accordingly  as  it  had  been  ordained  in 
the  last  Parliament.  That  the  Ordinance  for  this 
punishment  should  be  declared  to  extend  to  offences 
which  had  been  committed,  as  well  as  to  those 
which  might  be  in  future.  That  the  King  should 
not  grant  his  Charter  of  Pardon  for  this  falsifying 
and  treason ;  and  that  if  it  had  been  granted,  it 
should  be  disallowed  befcue  the  Justices. 

In  the  King's  answer  he  said  that  he  would  com- 
mand inquiry  to  be  made,  both  for  the  time  past, 

k  Originate  20  E.  III.-  Rot.  11.    Madox'g,  MSS.  vol.  LXIX. 
p.  89. 
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and  also  for  that  which  Was  to  come.  That  he  had 
no  intention  of  granting  such  Charters  in  future ; 
and  that  in  case  such  had  been  granted  heretofore, 
the  Justices  before  whom  they  were  pleaded  should 
advise  the  King  before  they  admitted  the  same l. 

Knyghton  informs  us  that,  about  this  time,  seve- 
ral Merchants  and  others  were  drawn  and  hanged 
for  this  crime,  and  that  others  redeemed  their  lives 
by  an  heavy  ransom  m. 

On  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  for  this  year  is  to  be 
found  a  private  petition  relating  to  the  improper 
conduct  of  the  Masters  of  the  Mint.  It  is  in  the 
names  of  Piers  Guerner,  Philip  de  Nigre,  and  Ma- 
theu  de  Nigre  his  brother,  Merchants  of  Florence, 
against  George  Clerkyn  and  Lotte  Nicoli,  Masters 
of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London ;  and  stated, 
that  the  Petitioners  had  delivered  to  the  said  George, 
Silver  amounting  to  thirty-seven  Pounds  thirteen 
Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  of  Tower  weight,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  coined,  which  ought  to  have  been 
re-delivered  to  them  within  eight  days,  according  to 
the  custom  of  Moneyers  ;  but  that  it  had  been  with- 
held by  the  fraud  of  the  said  George,  who  had  made 
over,  his  right  in  the  office  to  the  said  Lotte,  to  the 
damage  of  the  said  Piers,  Philip,  and  Matheu. 
That  they  had  demanded  restitution  of  the  said 
Lotte,  which  he  had  refused ;  and  therefore  they 
prayed  that  a  remedy  might  be  applied,  and  that 
they  might  receive  their  Silver  again.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  Petition,  Sir  Thomas  de  Drayton, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Chancellor  to  in- 

1  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IL  p.  167. 
v  Column  2596. 
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quire,  by  a  Jury  of  ten  men,  into  the  truth  of  the 
matters  stated  above,  was  ordered  to  inform  the 
Council  what  had  been  done  in  the  case11. 

A  Commission  which  had  been  issued  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  persons  to  inquire  concerning  those 
who  had  brought  counterfeit  and  clipped  Money 
into  Northumberland  was,  by  a  Writ  dated  on  the 
12th  of  J  illy,  commanded  to  be  altogether  super- 
seded °. 

The  Town  of  Calais  having  surrendered  to  the 
forces  under  Edward,  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
establish  an  English  Colony  there ;  for  which  .pur- 
pose Proclamation  was  made,  on  the  12th  of  Au- 
gust, that  all  Merchants,,  or  others,  wfa^o.  would 
settle  there  before  the  first  of  September  next  en- 
suing, should  have  houses  assigned  to  them  at  rea- 
sonable rents,  and  such  .liberties,  &c.  granted  as 
should  insure  security,  &c.  to  their  families  and 
goods  P.  Holinshed  says,  that  the  King  appointed 
to  send  thither,  amongst  other  Englishmen,  there 
to  inhabit,  thirty  Burgesses  of  London,  and  those 
of  the  wealthiest  sort,  for  he  meant  to  people  the 
Xown  only  with  Englishmen,  for  the  better  and 
more  sure* defence  of  the  same  *. 

He  also  established  a  Mint  in  the  place,  and  com- 
manded that  the  white  Money  to  be  made  there 
should  be  such  as  was  coined  ip  England  r. 

n  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  185.     The  further  proceed- 
ings in  this  case  do  not  appear. 
o  Claus.  21  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  37.  dors. 
P  Franc.  21  E.  III.  nr.  17.  dors.     Rymer,  V.  575.  t 

q  Holinshed,  vol.  II.  p.  378. 
r  Rot.  Franc.  22  E.  III.  m.  19. 
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In  the  same  year  he  granted  to  Henry  Eart  of 
Lancaster,  and  his  heirs  male,  the  Castle  and  Vill 
of  Bargeriac  in  the  Duchy  of  Aquitain,  with  the 
privilege  of  striking  Money  there  •. 

At  some  time  shortly  previous  to  this  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  establish  in  the  Mints  of  the 
Duchy  of  Guien  an  Assay  something  resembling,  in 
its  effect,  the  Trial  of  the  Pix  in  the  English  Mints. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  person  appointed  to  that 
office  bad  not  been  able  to  attend,  to  the  duties  of  it; 
for  in  the  year  1347  or  1348,  Bertratid  de  Palirac, 
Master  of  the  Mint  in  that  Duchy,  stated  to  the 
King  and  Council,  that  the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  when 
he  was  in  Gascony,  granted  to  Master  John  War- 
reyn,  then  Constable  of  Bourdeaux,  the  office  of 
Surveyor  and  Visitor  of  the  Masters  and  Wardens 
of  the  Mints  in  the  said  Duchy,  with  power  to  make 
counter-Assays,  so  that  no  fraud  should  be  com- 
mitted against  either  the  King  or  his  People.  And 
because  the  said  John  was  not  able  to  attend  to  the 
said  office,  he  had  brought  with  him  to  England  the 
said  Bertrand  to  have  the  office,  with  proof,  by  the 
letters  of  the  said  Earl,  of  his  capability  to  under- 
take it,  which  would  be  greatly  to  the  King's  be- 
nefit. He  therefore  petitioned  the  King  that  he 
would  grant  to  him  the  said  office,  with  the  fee  of 
one  Maill  for  every  Mark  of  the  Money,  to  be ' 
received  of  the  Masters  of  the  Mints  in  that  Duchy; 
the  same  to  be  held  by  him  so  long  as  he  should  be- 
have himself  well  and  truly  in  the  execution  of  it 

'  Cart,  and  Fat.  apud  Cales  21  E.  III.  m.  13.  Rymer,  V.  p. 
565,  See  this  more  fully  stated  under  the  account  of  Beigerac 
Mint. 
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His  <  petition  wafc  granted  as  to  the  office,  but  the 
allowance  was  reduced  to  one  half*. 

In  the  yfear  1348  thq.  King  commanded  the  War* 
den  of  his  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  to  retain  to 
the  King's  use  one  fourth  part  of  all  profits  arising 
from  the  Coinage  of  all  Gold  and  Silver  broughtto 
his  Mints  by  certain  Merchants;  and  that  the 
remaining  three  parts  of  the  profits,  as  they  arose, 
should  be  given  to  the  Merchants,  the  King  having 
granted  it  to  them  for  bringing  Bullion  to  the 
Mintu. 

The  Commons  petitioned  the  King,  in  the  same 
year,  that  the  Justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  should 
inquire  concerning  the  false  Money  (which  they  said 
had  totally  impoverished  the  people),  and  that  no 
change  whatsoever  should  be  made  in  the  good  Mo- 
ney. The  King  replied,  that  an  answer  had  been 
given  in  the  last  Parliament. 

They  further  prayed,  that  the  People  might  be 
relieved  from  the  obligation  of  bringing  into  the 
Tower  of  London  two  Marks  of  Silver  for  every 
sack  of  wool  exported,  because  Silver  was  forbidden, 
by  Severe  penalties,  to  be  exported  from  Flandefs. 
This  had  been  ordained  in  the  last  Parliament,  in 
Order  to  bring  Money  into  England. 

The  King  promised  to  apply  to  the  Flemish  Am- 
bassadors that  they  would  permit  Plate  to  be  brought 
into  his  realm,  according  to  the  said  Ordinance*, 

t  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  208.  He  was  to  have  un 
Pcgeis  pur  son  travaill.  Pougeioise,  according  to  Le  Blanc,  is 
a  Coin  of  the  value  of  one  fourth  of  a  Denier.  Monnoyes  de 
France,  Index  sub  voce.        u  Glaus.  22  E.  III.  pt.  I.  m.  17. 

w  tolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  pp.  201,  202. 
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It  was  again  necessary  to  forbid  the  circulation  of 
Lussheburghs,  counterfeits  of  the  Coins  of  England; 
and  also  the  practice  of  carrying  good  Money  out  of 
the  Realm  x. 

1349.  It  should  seem  that  some  alteration  in  the 
Money  to  be  struck  in  the  Mint  at  Calais  was  about 
this  time  intended  ;  for  instead  of  a  conformity  with 
the  Coins  of  England,  which  was  required  at  the 
first  establishment  of  that  Mint,  the  new  Money 
was  now  commanded  to  be  such  as  should  be  for  the 
greater  advantage  of  the  King  and  his  People?.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  whether  any  altera* 
tion  of  the  Standard  actually  took  place ;  but  1  die 
words  of  this  writ  certainly  warrant  the  suspicion 
that  some  diminution,  either  of  weight  or  fineness4, 
was,  at  least,  in  contemplation,  if  it  were  not  car- 
ried into  execution. 

The  Grant  to  the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  which  au- 
thorised him  to  coin  in  the  Castle  of  Bargeriac,  was 
increased  by  the  power  of  Assaying,  and  of  punish- 
ing offenders  against  his  Money,  which  was  now 
given  to  him  z. 

In  this  year  was  an  Indenture  upon  the  same 
terms  as  that  of  his  20th  year ;  and  John  Donative, 
of  the  Castle  of  Florence,  and  Philip  John  Denier, 
were  Masters  and  Workers  a. 

1350.  This  was  repeated  in  the  following  year, 
?vhen  it  appears  that  Anthony  Bache  and  Nicholas 

*  Clans.  22  £.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  35. 

y  Rot.  Franc.  23  £.  III.  in.  8. 

z  Vase.  23  £.  III.  m.  8.     Rymer,  V.  659. 

a  Lowndes,  p.  36.    CI.  23  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  21.  dors. 


; 
\ 


186  ANNALS   OF   THE   COINAGE. 

Thome  had  superseded  Donative  and  Denier  in  their 
office  K 

Search  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  William  Walklate,  in  the  ships  then  lying 
in  the  river  Thames,  to  prevent  the  carrying  into 
foreign  parts  good  Money,  letters,  or  any  thing  else 
prejudicial  to  the  Ring  c. 

1351-  At  this  time  the  Mayor,  Jurors,  &c.  of 
the  City  of  Baion  refused  to  receive  the  King's 
Coins  of  Gold,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  struck 
in  the  Mint  at  Bourdeaux,  at  the  rate  at  which  they 
were  commanded  to  be  current  in  Aquitain.  The 
King,  therefore,  strictly  enjoined  them,  by  writ>  to 
receive  such  Money  in  future,  and  to  suffer  it  to  have 
free  course.  At  the  .  same  time  they  wer?  com- 
manded not  to  allow  any  Bullion  or  Plate  to  be  car- 
ried out  of  their  City  to  the  French,  the  King's  ene- 
mies, or  to  any  place,  except  to  the  King's  Mints  in 
that  J)uchy  d. 

There  is  reason  to  suspect,  however,  that  this 
order  did  not  produce  all  the  effect  which  was  pror 
bably  expected  from  it,  as  there  exists  another 
Writ,  dated  in  the  same  year,  which  commanded 
that  all  the  Money  in  the  Duchy  of  Aquitain,  and 
elsewhere  within  the  King's  power,  should  be  struck 
of  the  same  weight  and  alloy  as  the  Money  of  Bour- 
deaux, and  that  all  other  should  be  forfeited  to  the 
King6 ;  and  an  express  Order  for  striking  Money  of 
that  kind  at  Baion  was  soon  after  issued f. 

b  Claus.  24  £.  III.  pt.  1.  in.  16.  dors. 

c  Claus.  24  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  13. 

d  Rot.  Vase,  25  E.  III.  ra.  2.      «  Rot.  Vase.  25  E.  III.  m.  4. 

f  Rot.  Vase.  25  E.  III.  m.  9. 


tim,'*. 


EDWARD   III.  I87 

This  year  was  remarkable  for  a  great  alteration 
which  took  place  in  the  Coins.    They  had  hitherto 
been  so  much  better  than  those  of  any  other  Nation, 
that  they  were  exported,  and  base  Money  brought 
into  the  Realm,  to  the  impoverishment  of  the  people. 
The  King,  therefore,  by  the  advice  of  his  Council, 
ordered  new  Money  of  Gold  to  be  made  of  like  im*» 
pression  and  value  as  it  was  before,   but  of  less 
weight ;  and  commanded  that  no  person  should  rer 
fuse  it, .  at  the  rate  of  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  _ 
for  the  Noble,  and  the  smaller  pieces  in  proportion. 
There  were  also  new  Coins  of  Silver  made.;  that  is,  ^C  ^ 
a  Gross  of  the  value  of  four  Sterlings,  and  an  Half  '•/<+*?*■*  4     > 
Gross  of  the  value  of  two  Sterlings,  at  which  value  ^Z\^  - 
they  were  to  be  taken  by  all  persons  whatsoever  *.    *\   ,     /V, 

And  because  the  King's  Money  was  counter- j^  •T'  ,' 
feited,  clipped,  and  impaired  by  various  means,  and  z^ \x%€.  %»»* 
taken  out  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well  by  Lombards  %&%£ Mttctii . 
others,  it  was  ordained  that  no  one  should  exchange,^  S./*^ 
either  privately  or  publickly,  in  any  City,  Borough,  ^*^  *+"*+- 
or  elsewhere,  except  those  who  were  licensed  by  the^^   **^  *'£- 
King  and  Council,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same/^?* *  l?  •  * 
and  imprisonment  of  the  sellers,  changers,  or  pur-i*^^ j^i 
chasers,    without   mainprise,    at  the    King's  will.  %i\f-j&f»Ur 
The  third  part  of  the  forfeiture  to  go  to  the  m-'*i*r^^£**j*^ 
former.     AH  persons,  also,  were  forbidden  to  carry \       f^y9 
out  of  the  Realm  any  Gold  or  Silver,  either  in'*£^  * 
Plate  or  in  Money,  on  pain  of -forfeiture  and  ina- 

g  Lowndes  bad  not  discovered  any  Indenture  of  this  year,  but 
has  printed  one  of  the  27th  year,  which  contains  the  alteration 
of  the  Coins  mentioned  above.  This  circumstance  misled  Folkes 
and  Snelling,  who  have  placed  the  fact  accordingly  two  years 
too  late. 
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prison  m  en  t  at  the  Ring's  will*.  •  The  Kiryg's  Ordi- 
nance to  this  effect  was  publickly  proclaimed '. 

This  Coinage  was  carried  into  effect  by  virtue  of- 
an  Indenture,  of  this  year,  between  the  King  and 
Henry  Brisele,  and  John  de  Cicester,  who  Were  the 
Masters  of  the  Mint.  By  its  provisions  the  Pound 
weight  of  Gold  of  the  Old  Standard  was  to  make  by 
Tale  forty-five  Nobles,  at  six  Shillings  and  eight 
Pence,  or  a  proportionable  quantity  of  Half  or 
Quarter  Nobles ;  and  the  Pound  weight  of  Silver  of 
the  Old  Sterling  was  to  make  by  Tale  seventy-five 
Grosses,  amounting  to  twenty-five  Shillings,  or 
owe  hundred  and  fifty  Half  Grosses,  going  for  two 
Pence  each,  or  three  hundred  Sterlings,  going  for 
Fence  apiece,  which  respectively  amounted  to  the 
same  sum  k.  The  above  were  the  first  Groats  which 
were,  coined  in  this  reign l. 

It  was  probably  to  facilitate  this  Coinage  that  the 
Masters  of  the  Mint  had  authority  given  to  them  to 
make  choice  of  proper  workmen  of  every  kind, 
wherever  they  should  find  them,  and  to  bring  them 
to  the  Tower,  and  to  compel  them  to  work  in  the 
Mint  there  m. 

h  CI.  25  E.  III.  m.  14.  dors.     Rymer,  V.  708. 

>  Idem. 

k  CI.  25  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  15.  dors.  William  de  Husburn, 
Keeper  of  the  Dies,  was  ordered  to  deliver  all  the  old  Dies  of 
the  Money  last  made  in  the  Tower  of  London,  to  Henry  de  Bri- 
eele  and  John  de  Cicester  (who  were  appointed  Masters  of  the 
Mint),  that  they  might  be  made  new,  according  to  the  King's 
Ordinance.     [CI.  25  E.  III.  m.  17.] 

1  William  Worcester  calls  them  a  new  Money.  "  Hoc  anno 
fit  nova  Moneta,  scilicet  grossum,  dimidium  grossum.  Annates. 
Lib.  Nig.  Scacc.  vol.  II.  p.  431. 

m'  Pat.  25  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  13.  dors. 


» / 
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The  reduction  of  the  weight  of  the  Coins,  which 
how  took  place,  appears  to  have  occasioned  general 
dissatisfaction  ;  and  William  Edington,  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  Treasurer  of  England,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  advised  the  measure,  became  ex- 
tremely unpopular,  or,  as  Holinshed  says,  was  evil 
spoken  of  amongst  the  people  n. 

In  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at  Westmia* 
ster  in  this  year,  the  Commons  again  petitioned 
that  the  good  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  should  not 
be  carried  out  of  the  Realm,  except  by  the  King's 
especial  command.  And  if  any  one  should  do  the 
contrary,  and  be  duly  convicted  of  the  same,  be 
should  be  punished  as  the  King  and  his  Council; 
with  the  advice  of  the  Peers  of  the  Realm,  should 
ordain,  except  the  Merchants  of  England,  for  great 
necessity,  and  the  advantage  of  the  Realm* 

n  Vol.  IL  p.  380.  See  also  Stow,  and  the  Continuation  of 
Adam  de  Murixnuth's  Chronicle.  These  Historians  suggest  thajt 
this  diminution  of  the  value  of  the  Coins  made  all  things  dearer, 
and  that  the  workmen  and  servants  became  cunning,  and  de- 
manded greater  wages.  See  also  Ypodigma  Neustriae,  p.  519  $ 
where  Walsingham  says,  "  Contra  quorum  astutiam,  nequitiatn 
&  avaritiam,  ordinata  sunt  statuta  per  Parliamentum  tentum 
apud  Westmon.  anno  Regis  Edwardi  3  post  Conquestum  28  & 
35,  sed  parum  aut  nihil  communibus  profuerunt."  These  Sta- 
tutes do  not  appear  in  the  edition  which  was  printed  by  com- 
mand of  his  Majesty  in  1810,  and  therefore  i  presume  the  refer- 
ence is  incorrect.  Statute  25  £.  III.  Stat.  1.  regulated  the  wages 
of  labourers.  Stow  says,  that  the  old  Nobles  being  worth  much 
more  than  the  taxed  rate  of  the  new  ones,  they  were  bought  up 
and  exported,  for  which  a  remedy  was  provided  by  changing  of 
the  stamp  [sub  anno  1351].  No  such  change  of  stamp  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  found  on  his  Coins  which  now  remain. 
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i 

Hie  King  answered  that  he  would  be  advised  by 
his  Council  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done  °. 

In  this  Parliament  was  passed  the  Statute  of 
Purveyors,  which  contains  many  provisions  of  the 
highest  importance;  I  shall  notice  those  only  which 
relate  to  the  subject  before  us. 

The  second  chapter  declares  what  offences  shall 
be  adjudged  treason;  amongst  which  are  these:  if 
a  man  counterfeit  the  King's  Great  or  Privy  Seal, 
or  his  Money;  and  if  a  man  bring  false  Money  into 
the  Realm,  counterfeit  of  the  Money  of  England, 
as  the  Money  called  Lushburgh  P,  or  other  like  to 
the  said  Money  of  England,  knowing  it  to  be  false, 
to  merchandize  or  make  payment,  in  deceit  of  the 
said  Lord  the  King,  and  of  his  people  <*.  . 

By  the  twelfth  chapter  it  wast  ordained  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  every  man  to  exchange  Gold 
for  Silver,  or  Silver  for  Gold,  or  for  Gold  and  Silver; 
so  that  no  man  hold  a  common  exchange,  nor  take 
profit  for  making  such  exchanges,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  Money  so  exchanged,  except  the 

o  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  228. 

P  Coins  struck  at  Luxemburg.     See  page  177,  note  [h]. 

q  This  declaration  of  what  offences  should  be  adjudged  Trea- 
son, was  made  in  consequence  of  a  Petition  from  the  Commons 
to  the  King,  on  account  of  the  various  opinions  which  had  been 
held  before  that  time,  as  to  what  should  be  called  Treason,  and 
what  not.  [Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  239.]  The  Statute 
nearly  follows  the  words  of  the  King's  answer.  By  this  Statute, 
Clergy  was  taken  away  in  all  cases  of  Treason  whatsoever.  It 
had  before  been  granted  to  inferior  Treasons,  such  a$  counter- 
feiting the  King's  Seal  or  his  Coin.  [Hale's  Pleas  of  the  Crown, 
Part  11.  p.  330.]  See  a  full  explanation  of  this  Statute,  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  Money,  in  the  Introduction. 
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King's  Exchangers,  who  were  allowed  the  profit  of 
such  exchanges,  according  to  the  Ordinance  afore* 
time  made. 

The  thirteenth  chapter  provided,  that  the  Money 
of  Gold  and  Silver  then  current  should  not  be  im- 
paired in  weight  nor  in  alloy;  but,  as  soon  as  a 
good  way  might  be  found,  should  be  put  in  the  an- 
ient state,  as  in  the  Sterling. 

In  the  twentieth  chapter  it  was  ordained  that  the 
Moneyers,  and  Wardens  and  Ministers  of  the  Mint, 
should  receive  Plate  of  Gold  or  Silver  by  weight, 
and  in  the  same  manner  should  deliver  the  Money, 
when  made,  by  weight,  and  not  by  number,  without 
any  delay  r. 

Notwithstanding  the  strictness  of  the  Laws  by 
which  the  exchange  was  regulated,  particular  license 
was  sometimes  granted  for  the  convenience  of  fo- 
reigners of  distinction.  Thus,  in  this  year,  the 
King's  Exchanger  Was  commanded  to  allow  Bernard 
de  Ezio,  Lord  of  Lebreto,  who  was  come  from  the 
Duchy  of  Aquitain  about  the  King's  affairs,  to  ex- 
change the  Money  he  had  brought  with  him  for 
English  Coins 8.  With  respect  to  Merchants,  how- 
ever, the  Statutes  were  rigidly  inforced ;  for,  it  being 
discovered,  in  the  26th  year,  that  some  Lombard 
and  German  Merchants  had  made  exchanges  within 

*  Statute,  25  E.  III.  Statute  5.  This  chapter  relates  to  the 
new  Coinage  which  took  place  in  this  year,  and  was  announced 
by  a  writ  dated  June  21.  The  Parliament  was  summoned  in 
the  Feast  of  St.  Hilary,  which  is  held  on  the  13th  of  January, 
and  consequently  fell  in  the  year  1351,  as  the  25th  of  Edward 
III.  began  on  the  25th  of  January,  1350. 

s  CI.  25  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m,  16.  dors.  ' 
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the  Tower,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  Statute^ 
Proclamation  was  ordered  to  be  made  forbidding 
such  practices  *  •  and  the  proper  persons  were  com- 
manded to  inquire,  and  to  return,  the  names  of  those 
who  held  unauthorized  Exchanges  in  the  City  of 
London  u» 

1353-  An  Indenture  was  made  between  the  King 
and  Henry  Brisel,  upon  the  same  terms  as  that  of 
the  25th  year w ;  they  were  also  repeated  in  his 
30th,  35th,  37th,  and  46th  years.  In  fact,  no  fur- 
ther alteration  was  made  after  his  25th  year. 

By  the  Statute  of  the  Staple,  which  was  made  in 
his  twenty-seventh  year,  it  was  ordained  that  all 
Merchants,  privy  and  strangers,  might  safely  carry 
and  bring  within  the  Realm  Plate  of  Silver  and 
Billets  of  Gold,  and  all  other  manner  of  Gold,  and 
all  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver,  to  the  Ring's  Bul- 
lion, or  to  his  Exchanges,  which  he  should  ordain 
in  his  Staples  and  elsewhere,  taking  an  equal  value 
of  the  King's  Coin  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

And  if  any  person  should  be  willing  to  receive 
good  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  of  any  other  kind 
than  the  King's,  in  payment,  he  might  take  the 
same  without  impeachment;  but  that  no  one  should 
be  thereunto  compelled,  if  he  would  not  take  it  of 
his  good  will. 

Provided  always,  that  no  Money  should  have 
common  course  within  the  King's  realm  and  lands 
but  the  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  of  his  Coin ;  and 
that  no  one  should  carry  out  of  the  realm  the  old 
Sterlings,  nor  any  other  Money  but  the  King's  new 

t  Cl.  26  E.  HI.  m.  11.  dors.  u  ci.  26  E.  III. 

w  Cl.  27  E.  III.  m.  15.  dors;    Lowndes,  p.  36. 
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Money  of  Gold  attd  Silver,  except  the  Merchants 
Strangers,  who  should  bring  into  the  realm  any 
manner  of  Money  to  be  there  employed  in  merchan- 
dizing, who  were  allowed  to  carry  into  their  own 
country  all  that  Money,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
should  remain  unemployed,  without  impeachment, 
but  so  that  good  and  lawful  search  should  be  mad$ 
thereof  in  the  ports  and  other  places  where  any 
arrivals  should  be,  and  that  all  the  Money  that 
every  Merchant  Stranger  should  bring  within  the 
realm,  should  be  put  in  writing  by  the  Searchers, 
to  the  intent  that  no  Merchant  should  carry  more 
beyond  the  sea  than  he  brought  into  the  realm. 
Provided  always,  that  no  Minister,  nor  oth&r, 
should,  by  colour  of  such  search,  make  impeach- 
ment or  disturbance  to  any  Merchant  Stranger,  to 
grieve  him  unduly;  and  that  all  the  false  Money 
that  should  be  found  by  search,  or  in  any  other 
manner  espied,  within  the  realm,  in  deceit  <rf 
the  King's  good  Money,  should  be  forfeited  to 
the  King,  according  to  the  Ordinances  aforetime 
madex>  M 

In  this  Parliament,  the  Commons  petitioned 
that  the  Sterling  might  be  restored  to  its  antient 
Value,  and  that  it  might  be  provided  that  the  cur- 
rent Coins  should  not  be  impaired  until  such  altera- 
tion could  take  place.  They  were  referred  for  an 
answer  to  that  which  Waa  given  to  a  like  Petition  in 
the  last  Parliament  y.  f* 

*  Statute  of  the  Staple,  27  £.  HI.    Statute  2,  cap.  xiv.     „ 
y  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol,  II.  p.  253.    I  do  not  find  the  an- 
swer referred  to,  unless  it  was  given  in  the  13th  chapter  of  the 
Statute  of  Purveyors,  which  was  made  in  the  year  1350. 
VOL.  II.  0 
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About  this  time,  the  King  was  informed  that 
many  Merchants  and  others,  as  well  natives  as  fo- 
reigners, did  carry  his  Coins  out  of  the  Kingdom  in 
barrel  Is  and  other  vessels ;  it  was  therefore  ordered 
that  the  officers  at  the  different  ports  should  seise 
such  Money,  and  keep  it  in  safe  custody  for  the 
King's  use,  until  he  should  otherwise  command2. 
.  1354*  In  the  following  year  the  Commons  again 
urged  their  Petition  respecting  the  restoration  of 
the  integrity  of  the  Coins ;  and  prayed  that,,  as  the 
King  had  been  pleased  to  grant  their  request,  he 
would  further  please  to  fix  the  time  when  it  should 
take  place.  In  answer,  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  King  and  his  Council  that  the 
Money  should  not  be  diminished,  and  that  it  should 
be  amended  as  soon  as  it  might  be  done  \ 

No  record  has  yet  been  discovered  to  prove  that 
this  Petition  was  complied  with.  Indeed,  it  appear* 
to  have  been  the  King's  intention  to  give  such  an 
answer  to  it  as  should  satisfy  the  Commons  for  the 
time,  without  absolutely  engaging  to  do  any  thing  in 
the  business.  They  also  seem  to  have  been  convinced 
that  further  application  at  that  time  would  be  inef- 
fectual, and  to  have  ceased  to  urge  him ;  for,  in  a 
complaint  of  grievances  which  they  presented  in  the 
following  year  [1355],  the  state  of  the  Coin  is  not 
noticed b;  and  it  is  certain,  from  the  Indenture  of 
the  30th  year,  that  no  alteration  had  then  been 
effected. 

*  ci.  27  E.  III.  m.  17. 

,  a  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  360. 
*  Rolls  of  Parliament*  vol.  II.  p.  265* 
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1 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  year  13  54  there 
had  been  great  dissentions  and  debates  respecting 
the  wages  of  the  Workmen  and  Moneyers  in  the 
Duchy  of  Aquitain.  To  determine  these  it  had  been 
ordained  that  every  worker  of  Money,  either  black 
or  white,  should  receive  for  every  Mark  worked  by 
him,  except  of  Gold,  three  pence ;  and  every  Mo* 
neyer,  for  each  pound  of  the  said  Money,  white  or 
black,  struck  by  him,  Gold  excepted,  three  pence 
sterling  of  the  London  Mint,  or  their  value  in  other 
Money.  This  Ordinance  was  now  confirmed  by  the 
King,  during  his  pleasure6.  And  for  the  further 
encouragement  of  these  Workers  and  Moneyers,  and 
to  enable  them  better  to  attend  to  the  forking  and 
striking  of  the  Coins,  the  King  granted  that  they 
should  be  free  from  all  taxes,  talliages,  &c.  &c.;  and 
that  they  should  plead  before  the  Provost  of  the  * 
Mint  in  all  pleas,  except  in  criminal  cases ;  19  the 
same  manner  as  the  Moneyers,  &c.  in  .the  Kingdom 
of  England  were  free  from  taxes,  &c,  and  pleaded 
before  the  Warden  and  Provost  of  the  Mint d. 

On  these  privileges  being  infringed,  a  Writ  was 
directed  to  the  Seneschall  of  Gascony,  and  the  Con- 
stable and  Mayor  of  Bourdeaux,  commanding  that 
they  should  cause  them  to  be  respected  in  future  e. 

It  was  the  King's  pleasure  that  his  English  Groats 
and  Half  Groats  should  be  current  in  Aquitain,  to- 
gether with  the  Coins  minted  in  that  Duchy,  at 
their  respective  values,  and  therefore  he  (by  Writs 
directed  to  the  Mayor,  Jurats,  and  their  hundred 

5  Rot.  Vase  38  E.  JIL  m.  1. 
.    d  Id.  Ibid. 

*  Rot.  Varc,  28  E.  III.  m.  10, 

O  2 
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Peers  f>  and  the  whole  Commons  of  the  City  of 
Baion*)  commanded  that  the  said  Coins  should  be 
cilrrent,  and  taken  by  all  persons,  throughout  the 
said  Duchy,  at  the  said  value,  and  that  no  one 
should  refuse  them,  or  take  them  at  an  under  rate; 
and  that  all  Exchangers,  who  in  their  Exchanges 
should  disobey  the  Ordinance,  should  be  punished 
by  the  King's  Officers,  at  the  discretion  of  his 
Council11. 

At  the  same  time,  he  reduced  to  the  usual  rate 
the  Moneyage  in  Aquitairi,  which  had  become  ex- 
cessive K  Florins  D'Escu  were  then  current  in  that 
Duchy,  not  according  to  their  appointed  value,  but 
according  to  their  size,  under  the  distinction  of 
greater  and  less.  This  custom  being  found  to  enhance 
the  price  of  different  articles,  and  to  reduce  the  value 
of  the  King's  Coins,  by  which  his  subjects  were  in- 
jured, it  was  commanded,  by  Proclamation,  that,  in 
future,  all  buying  and  selling  should  be  according' to 
the  Pound  of  the  King's  Money  current  in  those 
parts,  and  not  according  to  the  Florins,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  things  bought  or  soldk. 

1355*  In  this  year  the  Sheriffs  of  London  were 
commanded  to  make  Proclamation  that  no  one 
should  exchange  Money  in  the  said  city  or  suburbs, 
or  elsewhere  withia  the  realm,  on  forfeiture  of  life 
and  limb,  and  of  every  thing  which  could  be  for- 
feited. After  this  had  been  publicly  proclaimed, 
the  Sheriffs  were  to  imprison  all  offenders,  and  to 

f  Centum  Paribus  are  the  words. in  the  writ. 
S  The  like  writs  were  directed  to  the  Mayor,  &c.  of  the  City 
of  Bourdeaux,  Ville  Vesaten,  Leyburun,  St  Sever,  and  Aquen. 
h  Rot.  Vase.  26  E.  III.  m.  16.        «  Id.  ibid.        *  Id.  ibid. 
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bring  the  Money,  with  an  account  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, into  the  Chancery  K 

The  antient  Money  of  Scotland  was  of  the  same 
weight  and  alloy  as  the  English  Sterling,  and  there- 
fore was  permitted  to  be  current  with  it  in  England. 
But,  now,  Coins  resembling  that  antient  Money, 
yet  of  less  weight  and  coarser  alloy,  were  struck  in 
-  Scotland,  and  circulated  in  England,  to  the  great 
loss  of  the  King's  people,  and  the  destruction  of  his 
Money.  Proclamation  was  therefore  ordered  to  be 
made,  that  no  one,  under  pain  of  heavy  forfeiture, 
should  presume  to  receive  the  said  new  Money  of 
Scotland,  but  that,  as  soon  as  it  should  be  offered 
to  be  current  with  the  King's  Money,  it  should  be 
seized,  and  remain  forfeited  to  the  King.  Never* 
theless,  it  was  permitted  that  anyone  might  pur- 
chase the  same  according  to  an  appointed  value m, 
provided  that  he  brought  the  same  to  the  King's 
Bullion,  there  to  be  melted,  and  to  receive  for  it  the 
value  in  the  King's  Coin,  as  had  been  accustomed. 

The  antient  Coins  of  Scotland  were  allowed  to  be 
current,  as  heretofore. 

It  was  further  commanded,  that  all  persons  who 
should  offend  against  the  Ordinance  should  be  ar- 
rested, their  bodies  be  kept  in  custody,  and  the 
Sheriff  to  answer  for  the  Money  to  the  King,  and 
to  certify,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  King,  the  names 
of  the  perfeons  so  arrested,  under  his  sealn. 

1  CI.  29  £.  III.  m.  13.  dors. 

m  The  words  are,  "ad  nostrum  valorem  ejusdem,"  but  the 
value  is  not  specified  in  the  Record. 
»  CI.  29  E.  III.  m.  35.  dors.    Rymer,  V.  813. 
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1358.  In  this  year,  the  King  of  Scotland  came 
in  person  to  London,  and  petitioned  King  Edward 
that  the  Coins  of  England  and  Scotland  might  be 
interchangeably  current  in  both  kingdoms  upon 
equal  terms.  The  historian  who  relates  this  fact, 
says  that,  in  consideration  of  the  great  humility  of 
the  King  of  Scotland,  his  request  was  granted  °. 

.  136O.  In  the  treaty  of  peace  with  King  John  of 
France,  which  was  ratified  in  October  A.  D.  1360, 
Edward  renounced  all  claim  upon  that  Crown  P; 
and,  accordingly,  the  title  of  King  of  France  was 
omitted  upon  his  Coins,  until  the  year  1369,  when 
he  resumed  his  claim. 

136*1.  In  the  following  year,  an  extraordinary 
inquiry  was  made  into  the  fineness  of  the  Coins 
which  had  been  struck  in  the  Tower,  and  elsewhere. 
The  reason  for  such  inquiry  was  this:  The  King 
had  granted  that  John  King  of  France,  who  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Poitiers  in  1356, 
should  pay  his  ransom,  of  three  millions  of  Crowns 
of  Gold,  in  Florins  de  Scuto,  or  D'Escu,  of  which 
two  were  equal  in  value  to  the  Florin  de  Noble  of 

0  Knyghton,  column  2619.  This  King  of  Scotland  was  David 
Bruce,  in  whose  reign  the  first  Statutes  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Coins  are  to  be  found.  One  which  passed  in  the  year  1347  or- 
dains, in  the  35th  chapter,  that  English  Money  shall  be  received 
in  Scotland  at  its  value  in  England  ;  and  in  the  38th  chapter  it 
is  enacted,  that  a  new  Coinage  shall  be  made,  equal  to  the  Eng- 
lish in  weight  and  fineness,  with  a  notable  sign  upon  it,  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  all  other  Money.  His  Coins  remain,  but  the 
notable  sign  does  not  appear  upon  them.  See  Cardonnel's  Nu- 
mismata  Scotiae,  p.  55,  and  Snelling's  View  of  the  Silver  Coin 
and  Coinage  of  Scotland,  p.  6. 

P  Sandford's  Genealogical  History,  p.  171. 
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England,  Of  this  indulgence  the  French  endea- 
voured to  take  advantage,  by  debasing  their  Money, 
both  rn  alloy  and  weight,  under  pretence  that  the 
English  Money  was  of  a  Standard  inferior  to  that 
which  was  required  by  the  Indenture.  The  King, 
therefore,  commanded  his  Money  to  be  assayed, 
and  to  be  reformed  if  necessary,  and  the  persons 
concerned  in  debasing  it  to  be  punished  <i. 

1362.  This  Assay  was  made  in  the  following 
year,  when  it  appeared  that  the  Coins  were  good 
and  lawful,  according  to  the  tenor  of  an  Inden- 
ture with  Robert  de  Portico,  Master  of  the  Mint, 
bearing  date  in  the  35th  year  of  the  King*. 

•  Amongst  the  reasons  which  were  assigned  for 
summoning  the  Parliament  in  this  year,  are  enume- 
rated the  unlawful  exchanges  of  Money,  and  the  , 
feebleness  of  the  Coins s. 

The  Commons,  however,  appear  to  have  over- 
looked both  these  abuses,  though  they  were  recom- 
mended to  their  consideration,  for  -  they  only  peti- 
tioned that  the  King,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council, 
would  command  that  there  should  be  plenty  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  and  that  there  should  be  made  smaller 
Coins  of  Gold,  of  twelve  or  ten  Pence. 

%  Pat.  35  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  17.  dors.  In  this  year  the  Abbot 
of  Missenden  was  convicted  of  coining  and  clipping  Groats  and 
Sterlings  in  the  Manor  of  Lee,  and  was  condemned  to  be  drawn 
and  hanged,  but  received  the  King's  pardon.  [Pat.  36  E.  III.] 
This  Abbot  was  Ralph  Marshall,  who  was  elected  in  1355,  and 
died  in  1357.  [Browne  Willis's  MS  note  to  Leake.] 

*  Pat.  36  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  38.  The  Indenture  is  in  CI.  35  E. 
III.  m.  10.  dors.  Its  terms  were  the  same  as  those  of  his  25th 
year. 

»  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  268. 
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« 

From  the  King*  answer,  it  should  seem  to  have 
been  his  intention  to  have  complied  with  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Commons,  but  no  Gold  Coins  of  so  low 
a  value  are  to  be  found  in  the  Indentures t. 

1363*  It  appears,  from  a  writ  directed  to  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Calais,  and  dated  in  the 
year  1363,  that  the  Ordinance  to  forbid  any  Money 
from  being  current  in  that  town,  except  such  as  had 
been  or  should  be  coined  in  the  Mint  there,  and  to 
prevent  the  coinage  of  English  Money  in  that  Mint, 
had  been  evaded  by  subtle  exchanges  of  Money,  as 
welt  of  England,  as  of  other  parts,  with  Money 
of  Calais ;  by  which  the  said  Ordinance  was  in- 
fringed, and  the  King  defrauded.  Proclamation 
was,  therefore,  commanded  to  be  made,  that  no  one 
should  presume  to  offend  against  the  same;  and 
all  persons  were  required  to  take  notice  that  Search- 
ers were  appointed  to  find  out  such  Money,  and 
that  all  which  should  be  found  after  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation,  should  be  cut,  and  delivered  to  the 
owners  w. 

By  another  Writ  (which  bore  date  a  few  days  . 
after  this,  and  was  directed  to  Thomas  de  Brantyng- 
ham,  Treasurer  of  Calais,  and  Henry  de  B?isele, 
Master  of  the  Mints  there),  the  Searchers  were  ap- 
pointed, with  power  to  cut  the  Money  as  above, 
but  with  this  proviso,  that  they  should  allow  to  the 
owners  thereof  so  much  uncut  as  their  reasonable 
expenses,  to  the  places  where  they  should  by  oath 
declare  themselves  to  be  bound,  might  require  w. 

t  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  371.    The  words  of  the  an- 
swer afe,  "  Le  Roi  voet  q'il  soit  fait  p'bon  Conaeil." 
u  Rot.  Franc.  37  E.  III.  m.  11.  «r.  Id.  ibid. 
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In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  Westminster  in 
this  year,  the  Commons  petitioned  that  the  Money 
at  that  time  in  England  should,  by  the  advice  of 
the  Peers,  and  others  conversant  in  such  matters, 
be  safely  kept  and  ordered,  and  retained  within  the 
realm,  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that 
an  Ordinance  should  be  made  to  compel  the  mer- 
chants to  receive  payment  in  Gold  for  their  larger 
wares,  and  merchandizes,  for  the  most  part,  and 
especially  for  wool,  tin,  *nd  lead. 

From  the  King's  answer,  it  appears  that  the 
Council  had  frequently  taken  into  consideration 
many  of  the  points  which  were  contained  in  this 
Petition,  and  that  "  pur  la  sutivete  q'  chiet  en  la 
Monoie*,"  proved  in  divers  ways  before  the  said 
Council,  the  King  could  not,  without  good  advice, 
appoint  a  remedy ;  but  that  he  would,  upon  delibe- 
ration with  his  Council,  do  whatever  should  be  for 
the  advantage  and  ease  of  the  Commons,  without 
changing  the  Money,  or  reducing  it  in  value.  At 
the  same  time  the  Commons  farther  petitioned,  that 
the  Moneyed  should  be  charged  to  make  a  moiety 
of  the  Gold  into  Mails  and  Ferlings,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  common  people,  who  eould  not  purchase 
their  victuals,  and  other  small  articles,  with  the 
Nobles.  The  King's  answer  stated  that  such  condi- 
tion was  fully  contained  in  the  Indenture  between 
the  King  and  the  Moneyers  z. 

*  I  know  not  the  precise  meaning  of  this  sentence, 
y  Coignours. 

2  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  376.    Is  this  correct?  Were 
the  Moneyers  ever  parties  in  an  Indenture  ? 
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In  this  Parliament,  a  Statute  was  made,  by  which 
it  was  ordained  that  Goldsmiths,  as  well  in  London 
as  elsewhere  within  the  realm,  should  make  all 
manner  of  vessel,  and  other  work,  of  Silver,  well 
and  lawfully  of  the  allay  of  good  Sterling ;  and  that 
every  Master-Goldsmith  should  have  a  mark  by 
himself,  which  mark  should  be  known  to  those  who 
should  be  assigned  by  the  Ring  to  survey  their 
work  and  allay.  That  the  said  Goldsmiths  should 
not  set  their  mark  upon  their  works,  until  the  said 
Surveyors  should  have  made  their  assay,  as  should 
be  ordained  by  the  King  and  his  Council ;  and  that, 
after  their  assay,  they  should  set  their  mark,  and 
then  the  Goldsmith  his  mark,  for  which  he  was  to 
answer. 

That  no  Goldsmith  should  take  for  any  vessel 
white  and  plain  for  the  weight  of  a  Goldsmith's 
pound,  that  is  to  say,  of  the  price  of  two  Marks  of 
Paris  weight,  but  eighteen  Pence,  as  it  was  done 
at  Paris. 

That  no  Goldsmith,  making  white  vessel,  should 
meddle  with  gilding,  and  they  that  gilded  should 
not  meddle  to  make  white  vessel ;  and  that  they 
who  should  he  so  assigned  in  every  town,  should 
make  their  searches  as  oftentimes  as  should  be 
ordained. 

That,  in  case  of  default  on  the  part  of  the  Gold- 
smiths, they  should  incur  the  pain  of  forfeiture  to 
the  King  of  the  value  of  the  metal  which  should  be 
found  faulty  a. 

1364.     By  another  Statute,  of  the  following  year, 

a  Statute,  37  E:  III.  cap.  7.    Edition  1577. 
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it  was  ordained,  that  no  one  should  carry  out  of  the 
realm  Gold  nor  Silver,  in  Plate  nor  in  Money, 
saving  the  victuallers  of  fish,  *  that  fished  for  herring 
and  other  fish,  and  they  that  shoilld  bring  fish 
within  the  realm  in  small  vessels,  and  did  not 
meddle  with  other  merchandizes,  and  that,  accord- 
ing tp  the  arbitrement  of  the  Chancellor*. 

The  laws  which  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
Money  were  now  dispensed  with,  in  favour  of  divers 
persons,  each  of  whotn  was  permitted  to  carry  out 
of  the  Kingdom  fourscore  pounds  of  Sterlings,  in 
Gold  or  Silver,  to  La  Baye  in  Britany,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  salt,  on  condition  that  they  should  give  se- 
curity to  import  salt  to  that  amount  into  Harwich  c. 

But  in  every  other  case,  the  Collectors  of  the  _ 
Customs  in  the  different  ports  were  commanded  to 
search  strictly  all  persons,  ships,  and  small  vessels, 
which  should  pass  out  of  such  ports,  and  to  take 
care  that  no  one  carried,  or  caused  to  be  carried, 
Gold  or  Silver  in  Money,  Bullion,  or  Plate,  or  in 
vessels,  jewels,  or  in  any  other  form,  out  of  the 
realm,  without  the  King's  special  license*. 

In  the  month  of  April  in  this  year,  John  King  of 
France  died  at  the  Savoy.  This  Monarch  had,  from 
his  first  arrival  in  England,  employed  secret  agents 
in  London,  and  in  other  places,  who  privately  col- 
lected the  picked  Gold  Money  of  the  realm"*.    This 

b  Statute,  38  E.  III.  cap.  2.    Edition  1577. 

c  Pat.  38  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  7. 

<*  Claus.  38  E.  III.  m.  27.  dors. 

•  Electiim  aurum  Regni.  These  words  probably  mean  the 
Nobles  of  his  first  and  second  Coinage,  which  were  considerably 
heavier  than  those  of  the  third.    If  this  be  so,  it  will  account 
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they  formed  into  plates,  and  packed  in  barrels,  to 
be  carried  into  France.  He  likewise  collected  bows, 
arrows,  and  other  weapons.  On#  his  death-bed,  he 
sent  for  King  Edward,  and  confessed  to  him  what 
he  had  done,  and  entreated  his  forgiveness,  which 
the  King  kindly  granted,  but  ordered  the  things  so 
collected  to  be  seized,  and  severely  punished  such  of 
his  own  subjects  as  had  assisted  in  the  business  ** 

This  story  rests,  as  I  believe,  upon  the  authority' 
of  Knyghton  alone,  and  it  certainly  but  ill  agrees 
with  that  noble  maxim  of  the  French  Monarch, 
that,  if  good  faith  should  be  totally  abandoned  by 
the  rest  of  mankind,  it  ought  still  to  find  a  place  in 
the  breast  of  princes.  It  must,  however,  be  observed, 
that  Knyghton  lived  at  the  time  in  which  the  trans- 
action is  stated  by  him  to  have  taken  place  s,  and 
that  his  account  receives  some  collateral  confirmation? 
from  the  poverty  of  the  French  kingdom  at  that  pe- 
riod11, from  the  punishment  of  the  Lombards  above 
mentioned*,    and  from  the    circumstance,  of   the 

for  the  scarcity  of  those  Coins,  and  the  greater  plenty  of  the 
others,  as  it  is  probable  that  the  Gold  so  seized  was  re-coined. 

f  Knyghton,.  column  2627.  It  should  seem  that  the  Lombard 
merchants  were  somehow  involved  in  this  transaction.  For 
they  were  at  this  time  accused  of  improper  proceedings,  and 
many  of  them  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  and  heavily  fined.  Ypo- 
digma  Neustrise,  p.  525. 

g  According  toHolinshed,  he  was  alive  in  1386.  Vol.  II.  p.  450. 

h  King  John  paid  three  millions  of  Franks,  gave  away  all 
Aquitain  (at  least  all  that  he  held  there),  besides  other  territo- 
ries and  towns,  to  the  quantity  of  a  third  part  of  his  dominions ; 
by  which  means  he  so  impoverished  the  kingdom,  that,  for  a 
long  time  after,  the  current  Coin  of  it  was  nothing  but  bits  of 
leather  with-  a  silver  nail  in  the  middle  of  them.  [Memoirs  of 
Philip  de  Comines,  vol.  I.  p.  507]  *  See  note  [f|  above. 
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French  Money  having  been  fraudulently  debased  for 
the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  payment  for  Ring 
John's  ransom  in  1361  k. 

1365.  In  this  year  particular  orders  were  sent 
out  to  Calais,  commanding  the  Governor,  and  the 
chief  officers  of  the  priucipal  places  in  Ponthieu,  to 
make  strict  search,  in  order  to  prevent  the  carrying 
of  Money,  &c.  out  of  the  realm,  except  by  known 
merchants,  for  the  fair  exercise  of  their  merchan- 
dizing ;  and  to  seize  all  such  as  they  might  find,  and 
keep  it  safe  until  further  orders1.  And  in  a  few 
days  afterward,  Proclamation  was  ifiade  there  that 
no  one  should  presume,  on  forfeiture  of  every  thing 
that  could  be  forfeited,  to  make  exchange'of  Money, 
either  openly  or  secretly,  with  any  but  known  Mer- 
chants, and  that  in  the  way  of  merchandize,  and  on 
no  other  account  whatsoever  m. 

1366.  His  fortieth  year  was  made  remarkable  by 
an  order  that  Peter  Pence  should  be  no  more 
gathered  and  paid  to  Rome11. 

This  Tax  was  one  principal  drain  by  which  the 
Coins  were  carried  out  of  the  Realm.  It  was  not, 
however,  entirely  abolished  by  this  order,  for  Fabian 
relates  that  it  was  still  gathered,  in  his  time,  in 
sundry  Shires  of  England*0;   nor  did  it  cease  to  be 

k  See  these  Annals  under  that  year. 

1  Rot.  Franc.  39  £.  HI.  m.  6.    Rymer,  VI.  475. 

™  Rot.  Franc.  39  £.  III.  m.  7.  The  same  Proclamation  was 
ordered  to  be  made  in  Abbeville  and  Crotoye, 

n  Cooper's  Chronicle,  folio  245.  Stowe,  p.  461.  He  says 
that  St.  Peter's  Pence  is  the  King's  alms,  and  all  that  had  twenty 
pennyworth  of  good,  of  one  manner  cattell  in  their  house  of 
their  own  proper,  should  give  that  penny  at  Lambeth. 

o  Chronicle,  40th  of  Edward  III.  Fabian  died  A.  D.  1519. 
[Nicolson's  Historical  Library.] 
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paid  until  it  was  forbidden  by  a  Statute  in  the  25th 
year  of  Henry  VIII.P 

N  1367*  So  much  light  foreign  Money  had  been 
brought  into  the  Realm,  that  it  was  now  found  ne- 
cessary to  issue  an  Order  that  no  Money  of  the 
Coin  of  Scotland,  nor  of  any  other  country,  nor  any 
other  kind  of  Money,  except  the  King's  Coins  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  should  be  current  in  the  Kingdom. 
And  Proclamation  was  commanded  to  be  made, 
that  no  one,  either  Merchant  or  other,  should  re* 
ceive  or  pay  any  Money  of  the  Scetish  Mint  % 

The  Coins  were  also  greatly  falsified,  and  Walter 
de  Serlely  and  John  Halle  were  appointed  to  inquire 
concerning  the  counterfeiters,  and  to  bring  them  to 
justice ;  in  which  all  Sheriffs,  &c.  were  commanded 
to  asskt  them *. 

1369.  In  his  forty-third  year  Edward  resumed 
the  title  of  King  of  France,  because  Charles  the 
then  reigning  Monarch  had  broken  the  Peace  made 
by  Edward  with  his  father  King  John,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  Edward  renounced  his  claim  to  the 
Crown  of  France  ••  The  Seals  on  which  that  title 
had  been  omitted  were  now  called  in,  and  others 
ordered  to  be  made  on  which  it  should  be  inserted  *-. 
The  same  alteration  doubtless  took  place  in  the  Le- 
gend of  his  Coins,  but  I  have  never  met  with  any 
record  to  that  effect. 

P  Cap.  21,  made  in  the  year  1533. 

q  CI.  41  E.  III.  m.  4.  dors. 

r  Pat.  41  E.  HI.  pt.  2.  m.  8.  dors. 

*  Vase.  43  E.  III.  m.  2.    Rymer,  VI.  p.  643. 

*  CI.  43  E.  ill.m.  16,  don.    Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p. 
460. 
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The  Laws  which  tegulated  the  Goldsmith's  trade 
were  now  enforced  with  such  rigour  that  William  de 
Mulsho  and  John  de  Newenham  were  commanded 
to  examine  by  the  touch,  or  by  other  methods,  cer- 
tain Vessels  of  Silver,  and  belts  of  Gold,  which  Wil- 
liam de  Montacute  Earl  of  Salisbury  had  caused  to 
be  made  by  Goldsmiths  of  London,  of  less  fineness 
than  the  Ordinance  required,  and  to  report  the 
Assay  to  the  King  in  Chancery  u. 

About  the  same  time  William  de  Stoke,  Canon  of 
Dunmowe,  was  notoriously  suspected  of  counter- 
feiting the  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver ;  a  Writ  was 
therefore  issued  to  the  King's  Serjeants  at  Arms* 
commanding  them  to  punish  and  chastise  him,  if  it 
should  prove  to  be  so,  according  to  his  deserts,  and 
to  search  all  houses,  chambers,  &c.  where  the  said 
William  was  accustomed  to  work,  and  to  seize  all 
his  engines,  and  bis  body  also,  wherever  they  might 
be  found,  either  within  Liberties  or  without,  and 
to  bring  him  to  London,  and  deliver  him  to  the 
Sheriffs,  who  were  to  keep  hitfi  safely  in  the 
Gaol  of  Newgate,  until  he  should  be  otherwise 
disposed  of.  The  engines  to  be  brought  before  the 
King's  Council,  and  to  be  put  where  they  should 
order  w. 

The  Ordinance  of  13G7,  respecting  foreign  Coins* 
was  repeated  in  1371  \ 

In  this  year  William  Wymeswold,  Canon  of  the 
House  of  St.  Gilbert  de  Sempyngham,  was  cited  to 
appear  before  the  King,    to  answer  to  a  charge 

«  CI.  43  £.  III.  m.  35. 

*  PM.  43  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  23.  dors.    Rymer,  VI.  637.  . 

*  Q.  45  E.  in.  m.  19.  dore. 
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brought  against  him  of  having  exported  Money 
contrary  to  the  Statute  ?•  On  the  20th  of  May  an 
Indenture  was  made  between  the  King  and  Bardet 
de  Malepilys  of  Florence,  for  Monies  for  Calais,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  Indenture  of  his  25th 
year  * ;  and  in  the  following  year  there  was  another 
to  the  same  effect a. 

1372.  Proclamation  was  at  this  time  ordered  to 
be  made,  that  no  one  should  receive  Scotish  Gold  or 
Silver  Money  ;  but  that  every  one  who  had  such  in 
his  possession  should  bring  it  to  the  King's  Office 
for  receiving  of  Bullion,  where  he  should  have  its 
value.  And  if  such  Money  should  be  found  on 
fcny  person,  after  the  Annunciation  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  it  should  be  forfeited,  one  half  to  the 
King,  and  the  other  to  the  finder  of  the  said 
Moneyb.      - 

This  Proclamation  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
advantage  which  the  Scotch  had  taken  of  the  differ- 
ence, in  intrinsic  value,  between  their  Money  and 
that  of  England  ;  for  they  collected  the  latter,  and 
coined  it  into  their  own  Money,  which  was  of  less 
weight.  It  seems,  however,  that  this  Ordinance 
was  insufficient  to  check  a  practice  from  which  con- 
siderable profit  accrued ;  for  in  the  following  year, 
*373>  the  Commons  petitioned  that  four  Pence 
Scotch  should  go  for  no  more  than  three  Pence 
English  ;  and,  if  the  Scotch  should  diminish  their 
JMoney  on  that  account,  that  the  current  value  of  it 
should  be  again  brought  down,  in  proportion  to  the 

y  CI.  45  £.  III.  m.  29.  z  CI.  45  E.  III.  m.  27.  dors. 

•  CI.  46  E.  III.  m.  18.  don.  b  CI,  46  E.  III.  m.  1.  dais: 
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decrease*.  The  prayer  of  this  Petition  was  grafted, 
and  a  Statute  was  passed  nearly  in  the  same  words6; 
and  in  the  following  year,  1374,  Proclamation  was 
made  to  that  effect  in  Berwick-upon-Tweed €. 

A  Writ  was  directed  to  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of 
Bristol,  bearing  date  A.  D.  1375,  by  which  they 
were  commanded  to  proclaim  the  King's  prohibi- 
tion against  the  exportation  of  Scotish  Money,  or 
any  foreign  Plate  of  Gold  or  Silver f* 

In  1376  Richard  Lyons,  Merchant  of  London, 
'was  impeached  and  accused  of  divers  deceits,  extor- 
tions, &c.  by  which  the  Staple  of  Calais  and  the 
Moneyage  there  were  much  injured.  For  these 
ofiences  he  lost  his  Franchise  of  the  City  of  London, 
-and  his  office  of  Privy  Counsellor.  His  lands  and 
goods  were  seized  into  the  King's  hands,  and  his 
body  imprisoned  during  the  King's  pleasure  *. 

The  injury  which  the  Moneyage  of  Calais  sus- 
tained from  his  crimes  seems  to  have  arisen  from  his 
cramping  the  trade  of  that  place,  especially  in  wool, 
by  his  extortions.  I  do  not  find  that  he  committed 
any  offence  expressly  against  the  Mint. 

At  the  same  time  William  Lord  Latymer  was  <fo* 
prived  of  his  office  of  Privy  Counsellor  for  the  same 
and  other  offences  in  Britanny  and  elsewhere  h. 

In  the  Parliament  of  this  year  the  Commons  pe* 

c  polls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  318* 
d  Statute  47  E.  III.  cap.  2.    Edition  1577. 
e  Scotia,  48  E.  HI.  m.  4. 
"*  CI.  49  E.  HI.  m.  44.  dors.    Otterbourne  has  erroneously 
placed  the  first  Coinage  of  Groats  and  Half  Groats  in  this  year. 
?  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II,  p.  323. 
h  Id.  p.  SU<    . 

VOL.H,  IP 
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titkraed  to  be  relieved  from  the  burthen  of  rendering 
an  account  in  the  Exchequer  of  the  forfeitures  of' 
Scotish  Money.    The  King's  answer  referred  them 
to  the  provisions  made,  in  that  case,  in  the  Parlia- 
ment which  was  held  in  his  47th  year  K 

They  further  petitioned;  that  the  King  would  be 
pleased  to  command  and  ordain  that  no  one  •  should 
presume,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  and  imprisonment, 
to  convey  the  good  Money  out  of  the  realm,  either 
privately  or  openly,  by  Letter  of  Lombard  [t\  e»  Bill 
of  Exchange],  or  by  any  other  means.  And  that 
no  Lombard,  nor  other  person,  should  make  such 
Letters  under  the  same  penalty. 

That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Assize  should 
make  inquiry  concerning  the  matter ;  and  that  no 
one,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture,  should  give  any  hin- 
drance therein. 

In  the  King's  answer  he  stated,  that  he  had 
already  provided  against  such  ofienoes  by  divers 
Statutes  and  other  means;  that  he  was  then  pro* 
ceeding  against  the  Holy  Father  the  Pope  in  that 
very  business;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  do,  from 
time  to  time,  whatever  might  be  effectual k. 

It  appears  that  the  greater  part  of  -die  Money 
which  was  carried  •out  of  the  realm  was  conveyed  by 
the  Pope's  Collector  (an  alien  and  a  subject,  of 
France),  and  by  the  Cardinals  Procurators,  who 
likewise  discovered  the  secrets  of  the  State. 

The  remedy  which  it  was  proposed  to  apply  to 
these  mischiefs  was,  that  it  should  be  ordained  in 
Parliament,  and  proclaimed  throughout  the  reakn, 

f  Rolls  of  Parliament  vol.  II.  p.  336.  >  M.  p.  3)38. 
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thai  no  one,  either  alien  or  native,  should  in  future, 
upon  pain  of  life  and  limb,  act  as  Procurator  for 
the  Pope,  the  Cardinals,  or  any  other  residing  hi 
the  Court  of  Rome.  And  it  was  assigned  as  a  rea- 
sonable cause  for  this  Ordinance,  that  the  Money 
of  the  realm  must  be  preserved  during  the  war, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  same,  and  of  the  Ring's 
*tate. 

It  was  likewise  proposed  to  inquire  into  the  wealth 
which  the  Pope's  Collector  was  supposed  to  have 
gotten  together  K 

The  declining  health  of  Edward  probably  sus- 
pended these  proceedings,  as  nothing  further  occurs 
respecting  them  during  the  short  remainder  of  his 
reign,  which  terminated  with  his  life  on  the  21st  of 
June  A.  D.  1377. 

On  his  English  Coins  his  name  is  variously  writ-j^  #L>*w£ 
ten.  '  His  Gold  Money  gives  it  £dwr.  edwar.  or  tfZAysxs 
edward  ;  his  Silver  sometimes  edward,  but  more^^  ^£«_ 
usually  edwardvs.  fyj*fAML~~ 

After  his  conquest  of  France  he  added  the  title  o£^W**2£*r  £ 
that  kingdom  to  those  of  England  and  Ireland,  and^/^^vxl 
omitted  the  Dukedom  of  Aquitain,  as  it  merged  in^*5**-  *— 
the  superior  government  of  France ;  but  at  the  rati-v&^.  ^yxte^ 
fication  of  the  Treaty  of  Bretigny  with  France,  in^  fit*,  ts:4^ 
i3<>0,  he  agreed  to  relinquish  his  claim  to  that^Ckrxiv^ 
Crown,  and  accordingly  his  Coins  appear  without  jUcn/i+uj^ 
the  title,  until  he  again  resumed  it  in  1369,  when,*^  #^£^t^ 
the  Peace  was  broken   by  the  Dauphin  Charles,^        ^    + 
then  Regent «  •  '  ^ 

1  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  p.  339.  t*f£  &^JU+* 

•     »»  The  style  upon  his  earliest  Great  Seals  is  copied  from  that  ^^  ^fc,  ^ 

P  2  _    ^ 

~fa~slyL   ^^*_    ^z^^l^   SyJ&^t    -fey***-  ^    *****-     ^*&    '/&*- 
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It  is  not  certain  whether,  he  struck  any  Money  iti 
Ireland.     If,  however,  Simon's  conjecture  hare  any 
foundation,  that  the  dots  under  the  bust  were  in- 
tended to  distinguish  the  Irish  Coins  of;  Ed  ward  I, 
and  II.,  it  is  possible  that  one  which  be  has  engraven 
in  his  third  Plate,  N°  51,  may  belong  to  this  Mo- 
-  narch,  as  it  has,  unlike  any  of  the  others,  three 
,  dots,  one  in  each  angle  of  the  triangle.     But  I  fear 
that  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  such  dis- 
tinctions.    The  Coin  in  question  differs  from  those 
'  which  are  usually  given  to  Edward  I.  and  II*  in  the 
above-mentioned  particular  only ;  the  name  is  writ- 
ten ej>w,  as  it  is  on  the  rest,  and  the  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Ireland  alone  appear  upon  itn. 

On  his  Anglo-Gallic  Money  his  name  is  some- 
times abbreviated  to  ed.  or  written  at  length  ed- 
vard,  or  edward,  or  given  .with  a  Latin  termina- 
tion,  BDOVARDVS,   EDVARDVS,  or,  ED  WARD  VS. 

The  words  dei  gratia  appear^now  for  the  first 
time  upon  the  English  Money.  -.They  were  in- 
scribed upon  his  earliest  Gold  Coins,  aind  afterwards 
upon  the  Groats,  but  never  upon  the  pmaller  pieces 
of  Silver.  It  is  remarkable  that  these  emphatical 
words  should  not  have  obtained  a  place  upon  the 
Coins  at  a  much  earlier  period,  as  they  are.  found 
upon  all  the  Great  Seals  after  the  reign  of  William  L 

on  his  Father's ;  but  after  he  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  France 
it  runs  thus: 

♦6DWARDVS :  D€I :  GRACIA  :  R6X  :  FRANCI6  :  €T : 
ANELie :  CT ;  DOCBINVS :  pIBGRNie. 

[Sandford  and  Speed.] 
»  His  Irish  Money,  if  any  were  struck  by  him,  differs  only- in 
the  three  dots  from  the  'specimens  engraven  in  Plate  II.  of  Silver 
Coins. 
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They  were  used  as  early  as  the  latter  end  of  the 
seventh  century  by  Ina  King  of  the  West  Saxons, 
in  the  Introduction  to  his  Laws  °. 

According  to  Mr.  Bartlefs  rule  of  appropriation, 
this  Monarch  had  Mints  in  the  following  places  in 
England : 

VILLA      feEKVlCI.  VILLA  ;   DVREMMIE. 

CIVITAS  CANTOR.  CIVITAS  EBORACI. 

CIVITAS  PVNELMIE.  CIVITAS  LONDON. 

DVNOLM.  LONDO$£ENSI&. 

DVREME.      '  VILLA      RADINGY. 

In  Ireland,  if  the  three  dots  in  the  triangle  should 
be  supposed  to  mark  his  Coinage,  his  Mint  wap  , 

CIVITAS    CORCACIE. 

He  had  also,  according  to  a  MS  List  drawn  up 
by  Dr.  Combe,  another  Mint  in 

DVBL1N. 

His  Anglo-Gallic  Coins  appear  to  have  be£n 
struck  at 

AGEN?  BORDEAUX.  CALAIS.  EAUSE  ? 

He  also  struck  Money  at  Antwerp  (see  under  the 
year  1337);  and  appointed  Moneyers  at  Ghent, 
Bruges,  and  Ypre  (see  the  year  1346). 


EDWARD   THE   BLACK   PRINCE. 

On  the  19th  of  July  in  the  year  1362  the  King 
granted  to  his  son  Edward  Prince  of  Wales  the 
principality  of  Aquitain  and  Gascony,  to  hold  during 
his  life,  even  though  those  provinces  should  be 
hereafter  erected  into  the  title  and  dignity  of  a  king- 

o  Wilkins,  Leg.  Ang.  Sax.  p.  14. 
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dom ;  the  power  of  doing  frbich  the  king  reserved 
to  himself  in  the  grant* 

At  the  same  time  he  gave  to  his  son  the  privilege 
of  coining  Monies  of  Gold  and  Silver,  or-of  any  other 
kind  whatsoever;  and  of  granting  to  the  masters  and 
workmen  of  the  same  such  indulgences  and  privi- 
leges as  were  commonly  used  to  be  allowed  to 
•them  p. 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Grant  he  struck  va- 
rious Coins  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Billon,  specimens 
of  which  are  engraven  in  the  Plates  of  Anglo-Gallic 
Money,  On  these  Coins  he  invariably  styles  him- 
self PRIMOGENITVS  REGIS  ANGLLE,  and  PRINCEPS 
AftVITANlJE. 

In  1367,  from  the  neglect  of  Peter,  whom  he  had 
placed  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  to  provide  Money 
for  the  payment  of  the  Troops,  he  was  under  the 
cessity  of  coining  his  Plate  *. 

P  Selden's  Titles  of  Honour,  part  II.  chap.  4,  and  Rymer,  VI. 
384.  In  the  year  1355  the  Prince  took  proper  measures  for  the 
defence  of  Gascony,  "  and  adding  to  and  repairing  the  fortifica- 
•  cations  of  Bourdeaux,  and  other  Castles.  As ,  his  expenses  were 
large,  he  caused  to  be  coined  new  pieces  of  Gold,  for  the  wages 
of  his  soldiers,  according  to  a  commission  from  the  King  his 
Father."  [Collinses  Life  of  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  p.  58. 
He  quotes  Stow  as  his  authority.]  These  cannot  be  properly 
considered  as  the  Coins  of  Edward,  for  they  were  probably 
struck  in  his  father's  name. 

<f  Sandlbrd's  Genealogical  History,  p.  186.  Froissart's  ac- 
count of  this  circumstance  is  somewhat  different.  He  says,  when 
Edward  the  Black  Prince  determined  to  assist  Don  Pedro  in  re- 
covering the  Kingdom  of  Castille,  he  had  his  Plate,  both  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  with  which  he  was  plentifully  furnished,  broken 
and  coined  into  Money.  [Johnes's  Translation  of  Froissart,  vol. 
I.  p.  695.] 
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The  Coins  of  this  Prince  must  bwe  been  struck 
between  the  years  1362  and  1373,  for  W  the  first  of 
those  years  his  authority  to  strike  Money  is  dated, 
and  in  the  last  he  resigned  into  his  Father's  hands 
the  Duchy  of  Aquitain.  Persons  were  then  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  rents,  &c.  and  to  account  to 
the  King  for  them. 

His  Mints,  as  far  as  can  be  conjectured  from 
initial  letters  upon  his  Coins,  were  situated  in  the 
following  places : 

AGEN.       BORDEAUX.       PQICTJEKS.       ROCHV&US. 
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The  power  of  coining  was  also  granted  by  King 
Edward  to  his  fourth  son,  John  King  of  Castille  and 
Leon,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  who  received,  on  the  12th 
of  June  1377,  full  privilege  and  authority  to  strike 
Money  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  other  metal,  of  any  im- 
pression, alloy,  or  number  (except  that  of  England 
iand  Aquitain)  that  he  should  please,  by  the  hands 
of  Pelegrine  de  Ser,  or  ^tny  other  he  might  think  fit 
to  appoint,  in  the  City  of  Baion,  or  the  Castle  of 
Guissen,  or  in  any  other  place  that  he  should  chuse 
within  the  Senescalshjp  of  the  Grandes  Landes 
[Xandarum],  for  two  years  next  ensuing  the  date  of 
the  Writ,  taking  to  himself  the  whole  profits 
arising  therefrom'. 

It  is  prpbable  that  this  Grant  was  occasionally 
renewed  during  the  life  of  his  Father;  for  in  the 
third  of  Richard  II.,  1380,  one  occurs  precisely  in 

»  Vascr  5i  E.  HI.  m.  1.    Rymer,  VII.  p.  148. 
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the  terms  of  this  (excepting  in  the  insertion  of 
avunculvm  in  the  place  of  filiVm),  for  two  years, 
from  the  first  day  of  August  •. 

1388.  About  eight  years  afterward  he  was  ap- 
pointed  the  King'-s  Locum  Tenens  in  Gascony,  when 
a  further  power  of  striking  Mon£y  in  that  country 
was  granted  to  him,  with  authority  to  punish 
offenders,  as  the  case  might  require;  This  power, 
however,  was  not  given  to  him  for  his  own  honour 
and  advantage,  but  the  Money  was  to  be  struck  in 
the  King's  name,  and  for  his  profit*. 

On  the  2d  of  March  1389  the  King  granted v to 
him  the  Duchy  of  Aquitain,  with  all  its  Royalties, 
&c.  &c.  ahd  with  special  authority  to  fcoin  Money 
of  Gold,  Silver,  or  any  other  metal,  and  to  change 
it  as  often,  and  in  such  manner,  ajf  should  seem 
expedient  to  him  (any  custom  of  former  times  not- 
withstanding), and  to  allow  to  the  Masters  and 
Workmen  such  privileges  as  had  been  accustomed11. 

His  Coins  of  Gold  and  of  Billon,  if  any  were 
struck  by  him,  have  perished ;  but  a  Silver  Penny 
was  preserved  in  the  Cabinet  of  M.  Venuti,  who 
engraved  it,  accompanied  with  the  following  de- 
'  scription :  "  Whilst  I  was  composing  this  Disserta- 
tion I  purchased  a  Silver  Penny  of  this  Prince^ 
-which  is  engraven  at  figure  25  of  my  Plate  of  Coins. 
On  one  side  is  the  King's  head  and  bust,  bearing  a 
crown  with  large  fleurs  de  lys,  open  and  adorned 
with  roses.  Round  it  this  legend,  ioann.  rex.  On 
the  Reverse  is  written  castelle  et  legionis.     In 

s  Vase.  3  R.  II.  m.  2.    Rymer,  VII.  p.  244. 
t  Rot.  Vase.  11  R.  II.  m.  I.     Bucarel,  p.  55." 
u  Vase.  13  R.  IL  m.  6.    Rynier,  VU.  p,  6§9, 
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the  middle  three  towers,  or  the  gates  of  a  city.  In 
the  field  b.  s.,  and  in  the  Exergue  B,  which  may 
signify  that  this  piece  was  minted,  at  Bay  onne  of  the 
Coinage  of  Castille/*  w 

It  is  not  known  into  whose  hands  this  Penny 
passed  after  the  death  of  Venuti ;  1  must  therefore 
jrefer  to  Dr.  Ducarel's  Engraving,  which  is  itself  no 
more  than  the  copy  of  Venuti's  Plate. 

Dr.  Ducarel  observes  that  the  letters  b.  s.,  men- 
tioned by  Venuti,  were  omitted  in  his  Engraving ; 
tod  it  is  further  to  be  remarked,  that  the  t  in  et  is 
wanting  between  castelle  and  legionis  ;  but  wher 
ther  the  omission  be  Venuti's  or  Dr.  Ducarel's, 
there  is  now  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  be  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary that  the  King  of  Castille  should  have 
struck  at  Bayonne  a  Coin  professedly  (according  to 
M.  Venuti's  idea)  of  the  Coinage  of  Castille.  Is  it 
not  more  probable  that  the  letter  b  (which  is  the 
sole  foundation  for  the  conjecture  that  it  was  minted 
there)  is  the  initial  of  Burgos,  the  antient  Capital  of 
Old  Castille  ? 

Should  this  conjecture  prove  to  be  well  founded, 
the  Coin  in  question  must  no  longer  retain  its  place 
in  these  Annals,  as  the  Mint  of  Castille  was  never, 
in  any  way,  dependent  upon  the  Crown  of  England. 

*  Ducarel,  p.  52,  from  Dissertation  sur  les  Monnoyes  que  let 
Anglois  frappees  en  Aquitaine,  &c.  par  M.  Venuti,  p.  162. 
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RICHARD   II: 


,  1377.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  Richard  1 1 .  suc- 
ceeded to  the  throne  of  his  Grandfather,  with  all 
that  t  popularity  which  the  character  of  his  Father, 
Edward  the  Black  Prince,  had  entailed  upon  his 
issue.  The  commencement  of  his  reign,  however, 
was  unfortunate,  for  his  Dominions  suffered  severely 
from  partial  invasions  by  the  French,  and  from  in- 
roads of  the  Scotch. 

To  resist  these  attacks  considerable  and  constant 
supplies  were  necessary,  which  occasioned  the  levying 
of  Taxes  that  were  extremely  unpopular*,  and 
j^hich  laid  the  foundation  for  the  ruin  of  this  weak 
;and  unhappy  monarch, 

1  ,1.37$  or  1379-  The  troubles  of  his  reign  did  not 
altogether  prevent  attention  to  the  affairs  pf  the 
Mint ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that,  in  his  second 
ypar,  the  Commons  petitioned,  that  whereas. they 
had  been  informed,  by  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  of 
thq  Tower  of  London,  that,  from  the  want  of  proper 
regulations,  Gold  and  Silver  were  not  brought  into 
the  realm,  but  on  the  contrary  had  been  and  still 
were  exported ;  and  that  the  Money  which  remained 

1 

*  Amongst  other  expedients  to  procure  Money  a  writ  was 
issued  for  the  discovering  of  Black  Money  and  other  subter- 
raneous treasure,  hidden  of  old  in  the  County  of  Southampton, 
in  whosesoever  hands  it  might  be,  and  to  seize  it  to  the  King's 
use.  [Pat.  1.  R.  II.  pt.  3.  m.  35.  dors.]  He  afterwards  claimed 
Black  Moneyv  to  the  amount  of  150  lb.  of  full  weight,  which  had 
been  found  in  that  county,  as  belonging  to  him  in  right  of  his 
crown.     [CI.  I  R.  II.  m.  17] 
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in  the  Kingdom  was,  by  clipping  and  other  means, 
become  extremely  feeble  * ;  which  mischief  increased 
daily.  And  that  the  said  Officers  declared,  that  if 
a  remedy  were  not  speedily  applied,  the  king 
would  receive  no  more  than  four  Shillings  where  he 
then  received  five. 

It  Was  further  stated  to  be  the  meaning  6f  the 
said  Officers,  that  the  Money  should  not  be  altered 
in  any  point,  but  that  provision  might  be  made  for 
bringing  Gold  and  Silver  into  the  realm,  and  for 
retaining,  as  much  as  might  be,  that  which  wan 
already  there,  and  that  such  as  remained  might  be 
kept  good  and  heavy,  as,  according  to  the  nature  of 
it,  it  ought  in  reason  to  be ;  for  the  advantage  of 
the  king,  and  of  the  whole  realm,  of  the  English 
merchants  who  should  sell  their  wool  at  Calais,  and 
of  those  likewise  who  should  buy  goods  in  Flanders 
to  import  into  England,  and  of  all  the  consumers 
of  the  above-mentioned  articles. 

The  king,  in  his  answer,  expressed  his  readiness 
to  be  advised  by  the  Officers  of  the  Mint,  the  mer- 
chants, and  others  experienced  in  such'  matters,  and 
to  apply  the  best  remedy  which  could  be  devised  z. 

y  Hearoe  says,  that  the  Wickliffites  were,  encourages?  of  tke 
Counterfeiters  of  the  Money.  The  whole  passage  is  curious  — 
"  Quemadmodum  et  perdueltium  monetaeque  corruptorum  simi- 
liter* fautores  fuisse  Wiccle vitas,  qui  postea  ortisunt,  ex  iisdem 
itidem  patere  potest  historicis.  Quippe  quos  hypocritas  fuisse 
nemo  pernegabit,  qui  unquam,  quae  de  illis  memoriae  prodita 
sunt,  ea,  quae  decet,  attentione  perlegerit."  [Preface, to  He- 
mingford,  p.  Ixxiv.] 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  111.  p.  64. 


*  He  had  just  before  mentioned  that  the  Enemies  of  this  Country  were 
guilty  of  such  offences  against  the  Money. 
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Orders  were  given,  in  consequence,  to  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  Customs,  to  take  care  that  the  Ordi- 
nances, whith  required  the  merchants  to  bring  cer- 
tain quantities  of  Bullion  to  the  Mint,  for  their 
wool,  &c.  should  be  enforced  a. 

The  Commons  stated  still  further,  in  their  Pet** 
tion,  that  certain  weights  for  bread,  and  measures 
for  beer,  such  as  the  gallon,  pottle,  and  quart,  were 
ordained  by  Statute  b,  and  that  they,  the  said  Com- 
mons, had  no  small  Money  to  pay  for  the  smaller 
Pleasures,  which  was  greatly  injurious  to  them ; 
and  therefore  they  prayed,  that  it  would  please  the 
King  and  Council  to  command  that  Halfpennies* 
and  Farthings  should  be  made  in  order  to  pay  for 
the  smaller  measures,  aad  other  little  purchases; 
for  God,  and  for  works  of  charity;  and  that  the 
victuallers  throughout  the  realm  should  becharged 
to  sell  their  victuals  answerably  to  the  size  of  the 
Money.  •  ,j 

This  was  promised  to  be  done,  as  soon  as  the 
King  could  provide  Bullion  for  that  purpose  *. 
*  Their  Petition  prayed,  still  further,  that  no  per- 
son should  bring  into  the  realm  cloth  of  Gold,  or  of 
silk,  handkerchiefs,  precious  stones,  or  any  manner 
of  jewels,  or  of  furs  ;  nor  convey  any  wool  out  06 
England,  for  the  time  to  come,  unless  he  should- 
bring  two  Shillings  of  Sterlings  in  Bullion  for  every 
Pound,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  Gold  and  Silver 

*  CI.  2  R!  II.  m.  2, 

h  The  antient  Assize  o£  Bread,  &c.  and  of  Money,  was  recog- 
nized and  confirmed  in  this  year.     [Pat.  2  R.  II.  pt.  2.  m.  20.] 
c  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  64. 
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within  the  realm.    This  to  continue  until  the  next 
'Parliament. 

In  consequence  of  this  part  of  the  Petition  it  was 
ordained,  in  Parliament,  that  from  the  Feast  of  St. 
John  next  ensuing  every  Merchant  should,  for  eaeh 
pound  of  cloth  of  Gold,  &c.  which  he  imported, 
bring  in  Bullion  of  Gold  or  Silver  to  the  value  of 
twelve  Sterlings  to  the  Tower  of  London,  until  thfe 
next  Parliament,  in  order  to  try  whether  it  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  the  King  and  the  realm,  or  flotd. 

In  the  same  Parliament  it  was  ordained,  that 
(whereas  the  Gold  and  Silver  worked  by  English 
Goldsmiths  was  oftentimes  less  fine  than  it  ought  to 
be,  because  the  Goldsmiths  were  their  own  Assayers) 
from  that  time  every  Goldsmith  should  have  his  own 
proper  mark  upon  his  work,  and  that  the  Assay  of 
Touch  should  belong  to  the  Mayors  and  Governors 
of  Cities  and  Boroughs,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Master  of  the  Mint  if  there  should  be  occasion ;  and 
that  the  work  should  bear  the  mark  of  the  City  or 
Borough  where  it  was  assayed.  * 

Moreover  it  was  ordained  that  every  Goldsmith  of 
England  should  have,  from  that  time,  his  proper 
mark  to  himself;  and  if  any  vessel  should  be  found 
within  the  realm,  after  the  Nativity  of  St.  John 
next  ensuing,  without  the  mark  of  the  Goldsmith 
who  made  it,  or  of  worse  allay  than  Sterling,  the 
said  Goldsmith  should  pay,  to  the  party  complaining, 
double  the  value  of  the  said  vessel,  and  also  be 
committed  to  prison,  and  make  fine  according  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  crime. 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  in.  p.  66. 
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And  also  that  the  King  should  assign  such  per- 
sons as  he  should  please  to  make  the  said  assay,  as 
well  in  London  as  elsewhere,  as  often  as  should  be 
necessary;  and,  after  the  assay  should  be  made,  to 
stamp  the  work  with  another  mark,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  King.  And  it  was  agreed  that  the  Ordinance 
should  commence  from  the  said  Feast  of  St*  John, 
and  -continue  until  the  next  Parliament,  to  try  whe- 
ther it  would  be  advantageous  or  note. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1379,  or  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1380,  several  Petitions  respecting  Ire- 
land were  presented  by  the  Commons. 

In  one  of  which  they  stated,  that  because  Mer- 
chants for  their  own  advantage  did  carry  out  of  that 
land  Gold  and  Silver  to  make  their  merchandizes,  by 
which  the  King's  subjects  were  greatly  impoverished, 
they. therefore  prayed  that  his  Majesty  would  please 
to  ordain  and  grant  within  that  Country  Mine  and 
Coin  ;  or  Mine  of  all  manner  of  metals,  and  Coin 
of  Gold  and  Silver.  And  that  every  lord  of  the 
soil  might  have  within  his  Seignory  tjie  power  to  dig 
mines,  and  to  make  plate,  &c.  to  be  carried  to  the 
Bullion,  or  to  form  vessels  and  other  necessary 
goods  (but  not  to  transmit  or  carry  it  as  merchan- 
dize out  of  the  Realm) ;  and  to  command  Miners 
and  Workmen  to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  Or- 
dinance. ^ 

The  King,  in  his  answer,  declared  it  to  be  his 
pleasure  that  every  one  should  mine  and  dig  within 
his  own  proper  soil,  in  that  country,  Gold,  Silver, 
and  all  other  Metals,  for  six  years  to  come,  render- 

Roll*  of  Parliament,  voL  ill.  p.  $6. 
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ing  to  the  King  the  ninth  part ;  and  that  whoever 
should  make  plate,  or  piece  of  Gold  or  Silver  so  dug, 
and  should  carry  it  to  the  King's  Mint  in  the  City 
of  Dublin,  should  receive  from  thence  the  King's 
Money  to  the  value,  saving  the  King's  Seignorage, 
and  the  accustomed  fees  for  coinage.  The  said 
plate,  piece,  or  other  Bullion,  not  to  be  sent  forth, 
or  earried  as  merchandize  out  of  the  said  country, 
without  especial  permission  from  the  King  by  his  !et> 
ters,  except  into  England,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
the  same,  if  it  should  be  found,  or  the  value  of  due 
same,  to  be  paid  by  those  who  should  be  convicted f* 

In  the  year  1380  the  Commons  again  represented 
the  great  inconveniences  which  they  sustained  from 
the  want  of  Halfpennies  and  Farthings,  with  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  purchase  small  quanti- 
ties of  bread  and  beer,  but  which  were  then  wanting 
all  over  England.  They  therefore  petitioned  that 
such  Coins  might  be  made,  and  circulated  amongst 
the  common  people,  to  their  great  relief ;  and  that 
out  of  every  Pound  weight  coined  there  should  be 
made  three  fourths  of  Halfpennies  and  Farthings,  of 
the  same  weight  and  fineness  as  heretofore. 

it  was  promised,  in  answer,  that  a  certain  quan- 
tity should  foe  made  for  the  ease  of  the  people,  with 
the  advice  of  the  CouneiU.  r 

In  a  writ  of  this  same  year,  directed  to  the  Cus- 
tomers of  the  Port  of  St,  Botulph  [now  Boston  in 
Lincolnshire],  it  was  recited,  that  it  had  been  or* 
dained  in  the  Parliament  hoklen  at  Westminster  in 
the  second  year  of  the  King,  for  the  increase  of 

f  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  Ill,  p.  86.  ?  Id.  p.  94. 
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Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  within  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land, that  for  every  Pound  weight  of  cloth  of  Gold 
or  of  silk,    or  of  women's  garments,    of  gems  or 
stones,  of  jewels,  and  of  furs  imported,  also  for  every 
I\mnd  of  Gold  or  Silver,  by  number,  arising  from 
the  sale -of  wool,  &c„  within  the  realm,  after  the 
Feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  in  the  following  year, 
the  Merchant  should  bring  to  the  Tower  of  London 
Bullion  efojSfold  or  Silver  to  the  value  of  twelve  Ster- 
lings, for  the"  tloth^,  &c.  within  half  an  year  after 
their  importation,  add  for  the  wool,  &c.  within  one 
year  after  their  exportation,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Master  and  Warden  of  the  fcirigVMints  in  the  said 
Tower,  by  whom  the  King^rMoney  should  be  paid 
for  the  said  Bullion,  according  to  right.     The  said 
Merchants  to  give  sufficient  security  to  the  Cus- 
tomers of  the  Ports  where  their  goods  should  be  im- 
ported, or  from  whence  they  should  be  exported,  for 
the  due  observance  of  the  Ordinance  ;  and  the  Cus- 
tomers were  commanded  to  enforce  the  Ordinance, 
which  was  to  extend  only  to  the  Parliament  which 
should  be  next  holden,  in  order  that  a  judgment 
might  be  formed  of  its  utility. 

And  whereas  several  Merchants  (who  had  brought 
in  cloths,  &c.  or  exported  wool,,  &c.  had  delivered 
at  the  Tower  sufficient  quantities  of  Bullion,  accord- 
ing to  the  .Ordinance,  and  had  received  their  ac- 
quittances from  the  Officers  of  the  Mint)  had  peti-> 
tioned  the  King  that  their  securities  given  to  thd 
Customers  might  be  returned  to  them,  therefore 
the  King  commanded  the  Customers  to  examine 
their  acquittances,  and  if  all  appeared  to  be  just  and 
right,  to  deliver  up  their  securities  without  delay. 
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The  said  letters  of  acquittance  to  be  exhibited  before 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer*  in  order  that  the 
Master  of  the  Mint  might  be  charged  with  the 
profit  arising  from  the  aforesaid  Bullion  so  delivered 
to  him  h. 

1381.  During  the  sitting  of  Parliament  in  this 
year  the  Commons  presented  a  Petition,  in  which 
they  represented  the  kingdom  as  being  in  a  state  of 
the  most  wretched  want;  and  entreated  the  King 
and  the  Lords,  before  they  terminated  their  session, 
to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  great  poverty 
of  the  realm,  which  was  totally  devoid  of  treasure,; 
and  of  every  other  good,  in  comparison  of  what  was 
therein  aforetime.  This  they  stated  to  have  arisen 
from  divers  causes;  namely,  from  the  Money  of 
Gold  and  Silver  being  carried  out  of  the  realm,  and 
the  remainder  being  clipped  for  the  most  part,  to 
the  loss,  in  one  Pound  weight  of  gold,  of  thirteen 
Shillings  and  four  Pence,  and  even  more ;  from  the 
expensive  wars;  and  from  the  low  value  to  which 
various  commodities  of  the  realm  were  then  reduced'. 
On  those  and  other  accounts  the  kingdom  had  been 
declining  into  poverty  for  sixteen  years  and  up- 
wards, without  remedy.   They  therefore  prayed  that 

h  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  HI.  p.  392. 

i  According  to  Froissart  a  very  different  reason  was  assigned 
for  the  scarcity  of  Money.  He  says,  "  Numbers  in  the  City  of 
London,  having  heard  of  John  Ball's  preaching,  began  to  say, 
among  themselves,  that  the  Kingdom  was  too  badly  governed, 
and  the  Nobility  had  seized  on  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coin." 
[Johnes's  Froissart,  vol.  II.  p.  461.]  N.  B.  This  was  just  pre- 
vious to  Tyler*s  rebellion.  Ball  was  one  of  the  seditious 
preachers. 

VOL.  II.  a 
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their  thrice-honoured  Lords  would  consider  those 
things,  and  provide  accordingly  k. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  Petition  received  any 
answer ;  and  it  is  probable  that  none  was  given,  as. 
the  Commons,  on  the  13th  of  December  in  the 
same  year,  recapitulated  their  requests  in  the  pre- 
sence* of  the  King  himself;  amongst  which  they  in* 
sisted  strongly  upon  the  mischiefs  that  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  impairing  and  exporting  the  Money. 
Of  these  requests  the  King  took  no  notice  in  his  an- 
swer ;  but  stated  his  great  expenses,  and  his  debts 
in  consequence  of  them,  and  desired  that  they 
might  be  discharged  \  + 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  session,  however,  the 
Commons  renewed  their  Petition,  and  then  received 
from  the  King  a  favourable  answer,  which  echoed 
the  words  of  the  Petition,  and  the  substance  of 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  first  Statute  of  that 
Parliament,  the  second  chapter  whereof  forbade  the 
carrying  of  Money  but  of  the  realm  without  license* 

But*  previously  to  the  passing  this  Statute,  a 
Petition  was  presented  to  the  King  and  his  Council, 
in  Parliament,  'by  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  representing  that  no  Monejr, 
either  of  Gold  or  Silver,  was  made  in  the  said 
Tower,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  King,  and  of  all 
his  People. 

The ,  causes  of  this,  they  stated  to  be,  that  the 
Monies  of  Gold  and  Silver  beyond  the  Seas  were 
more  feeble  than  the  Monies  of  England ;  on  which 
account  the  Merchants  could  not  bring  Bullion  into 

k  Roils  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  103.  1  Id.  p.  104. 
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England  for  their  profit,  nor  for  the  King's  advan- 
tage :  but  if  any  manner  of  Bullion  of  Gold  were 
brought  into  the  kingdom  by  persons  travelling,  it 
was  sold  to  those  who  conveyed  it  out  of  England, 
to  their  great  gain,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  whole 
realm. 

That  the  Silver  of  England,  which  was  found  to 
be  good  and  heavy,  was  taken  into  Scotland,  because 
the  Money  of  that  country  was  so  light. 

That  the  Gold  of  England  being  so  good  and 
heavy,  and  that  beyond  Sea  so  light,  the  Nobles 
which  came  from  Calais  were  gone  into  Flanders,, 
and  the  English  Nobles  were  carried  beyond  the 
Sea,  to  the  great  profit  of  those  who  exported  them, 
and  to  the  injury  of  the  King,  and  of  the  whole 
Realm. 

That  the  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  of  England 
was  commonly  clipped,  so  that  they  who  thought 
they  should  have  one  hundred  Pounds  would  have 
no  more  than  ninety,  unless  a  remedy  were  speedily 
applied. 

They  therefore  prayed  that  the  afore- mentioned 
points  might  be  well  examined,  and  good  and  wise 
counsel  taken  thereupon,  and  a  remedy  shortly  ap- 
plied ;  otherwise  the  said  Officers  did,  before  God 
and  the  Parliament,  clear  themselves  of  the  great 
mischief  and  loss  which  tfyey  [i.  eP  the  Parliament] 
would  receive  from  the  Money,  and  which  would 
increase  more  and  more.  For  if  speedy  remedy* 
were  not  applied,  they,  the  said  Officers,  warned 
them  that  in  a  short  time  to  come  they  would  lose 
the  far  greater  part  of  their  Money  of  Gold  and 
Silver ;  and  that  which  should  remain  would  be  so 

a  * 
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Article  VI.  That  it  would  be  altogether  for  the 
better  *  and  for  the  great,  advantage  of  the  people,  if 
the  King  would  take  no  Seignorage  for  the  recoinage 
of  the  current  Money  of  Gold  which  was  90  much 

'  clipped  and  otherwise  impaired ;  and  if  the  Master 
should  have  for  the  working  of  one  Pound  thereof, 
for  himself  and  for  his  Officers,  no  more  than  ten 
Pence  p. 

Article  VIL  Also,  for  the  increase  of  the  Money, 
and  profit  of  the  whole  Realm,  that  of  all  other 
Bullion  [i.e.  of  Gold]  the  King  should  take  no 
more  than  twelve  Pence,   and  the  Master  of  the 

.  Mint  also  twelve  Pence  for  his  work. 

Article  I.  Lincoln  a  Goldsmith  gfrve  his  opinion, 
as  to  the  first  Article,  that  the  chief  remedy  was, 
that  no  -Clerk  nor  Provisor  should  be  suffered  to 
carry  away  any  Silver  or  Gold,  or  to  make  any 
exchange  for  payments  to  the  Court  of  Rome ;  and 
that  no  Merchant  should  be  suffered  to  covenant  for 
Money,  but  only  merchandize  for  merchandize  ; 
and  also  that  the  Noble  should  remain  of  the  same 
weight  as  it  had  been,  but  at  a  greater  value. 

Article  II.  Respecting  the  second  Article,  the 
remedy  should  be  of  one  Nveight,  so  that  the  Money 
not  of  legal  weight  should  be  estimated  according  to 
its  value. 

Article  III.  The  remedy  for  the  third  Article, 
that  great  plenty  of  Halfpennies  and  Farthings 
should  be  made. 

r 

p  By  the  Indenture  the  King's  seignorage  was  &,  6d.,  and 
the  Master  s  allowance  1*.  64.  • 
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Article  IV.  For  the  fourth,  that  there  should 
be  one  weight  and  one  measure  throughout  the 
Realm,  and  that  no  light  weight  should  be  allowed. 

Article  V.  The  remedy  for  the  fifth  Article 
would  be  found  on  a  reference  to  the  first. 

Article  I.  Crantren  answered  to  the  first  Article, 
that  no  more  in  value  of  foreign  merchandize  should  . 
be  consumed  within  the  realm  than  should  be  ex- 
ported of  commodities  the  growth  "of  England. 
And  then,  whether  the  Money  were  enhanced  or 
debased,  it  would  hereafter  remain  within  the 
realm,  and  increase  according  to  the  other  remedy 
following. 

And,  to  make  the  native  commodities  dear,  and 
plenty  and  good  market  for  foreign  merchandize,  he 
proposed  that  all  Merchants,  denizens  and  strangers, 
should,  as  often  as  they  would,  bring  their  merchan- 
dizes into  the  realm,  aod  sell  them  there  safely  and 
peaceably  (saving  to  Cities  and  Boroughs  their  fran- 
chises respecting  retail),  provided  that  every  one  of 
them  should  take  out  of  the  realm,  at  his  depar- 
ture, native  commodities  of  equal  value  to  what  he 
brought  in. 

Also  that  exchanges,  or  other  payments  by  let- 
ters, should  not  be  made  out  of  Flanders,  or  other 
parts  beyond  the  Seas, '  to  pay  in  England  for  any 
merchandize. 

.  That  no  Gold  should  be  received,  nor  be  current, 
within  the  realm,  unless  it  were  of  just  weight.    > 

-  That  generally  no  Gold,  nor  Silver,  in  Money, 
plate,  jewels,  or  in  any  other  manner,  should  be 
taken  out  of  the  realm,  on  pain  heretofore  ordained ; 
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and  that  whosoever  should  give  information,  and 
prove  the  same,  should  have  the  fourth  part  for  bis 
trouble. 

That  the  Esterling  of  Scotland  should  not  be  cur- 
rent within  the  realm,  nor  be  received,  at  greater 
value  than  one  Halfpenny  Farthing  English ;  and 
that  the  Ordinance  lately  made,  respecting  the 
Scotish  Groat  and  Half  Groat,  should  be  kept  and 
observed  % 

Article  I.  John  Hoo  said  —  As  to  the  first  Arti- 
cle, he  w[ould  that  strict  search  should  be  made, 
that  no  man  should  carry  out  of  the  realm  Gold  or 
Silver,  in  plate,  Money,  jewels,  or  otherwise,  under 
severe  penalties ;  and  that  every  Merchant  who 
should  bring  in  foreign  commodities  should  be 
bound  to  take  out  of  the  realm  native  commodities 
of  the  same  value. 

Article  II.  As  to  the  second  Article,  he  pro- 
posed that  the  Money  should  be  received  by  weight, 
and  Proclamation  thereof  be  made  forthwith. 

Article  III.  That  the  Officers  should  be  com- 
manded to  make  a  greater  number  of  Halfpennies 
and  Farthings,  in  order  to  supply  the  want  of  those 
Coins. 

Article  IV.  The  fourth  Article  he  considered  as 
having  been  answered  in  the  second. 

Article  V.  As  to  the  fifth  Article,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  Scotish  Money  should  be  universally  for- 
bidden to  have  currency  within  the  realm. 

q  This  was  the  Statute  of  the  47th  of  Edward  III.  which  rtn 
dijced  the  Scotish  Groat  to  three  Pence  in  England. 


\ 
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Richard  Aylesbury  thought  that,  provided  the 
merchandize  exported  from  England  was  properly 
regulated,  that  is,  if  no  more  of  foreign  commodi- 
ties were  allowed  to  be  imported  than  the  value  of 
the  native  commodities  which  should  be  taken  out, 
the  Money  then  in  England  would  remain,  and 
great  plenty  would  come  from  beyond  the  Seas. 

He  also  conceived  it  to  be  expedient  that  the  Pope's 
Collector  should  be  an  Englishman,  and  that  the 
Pope's  Money  should  be  sent  to  him  in  merchan- 
dize and  not  in  Coin  ;  and  that  the  joumies  of  Pil- 
grims and  Clerks  should  be  entirely  forbidden,  on 
pain,  &c. 

For  the  feebleness  of  the  Gold  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  clipping,  he  conceived  there  was  no  other 
remedy  but  that  it  should  be  universally  weighed 
by  those  who  received  it,  and  that  Proclamation 
should  be  made  accordingly. 

The  agreement  of  the  Gold  with  the  Silver  he  be* 
lieved  could  not  be  effected  unless  the  Money 
were  changed  ;  but  that  he  dared  not  to  propose  on 
account  of  the  general  damage  which  would  ensue. 

On  account  of  the  new  Money  which  had  been 
made  in  Flanders  and  in  Scotland,  he  advised  that 
all  Scotish  Money  should  be  forbidden  by  Procla- 
mation^ and  also  all  other  Monies  from  beyond  the: 
Sea,  so  that  they  should  have  no  currency  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  no  one  should  take  them  in  payment 
except  at  their  value  as  Bullion,  and  for  the  King's 
Coinage.  That  no  one  should  export  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver, according  to  the  statute  in  that  case  ;  and  that 
an  Ordinance  should  be  made  for  searches  in  ano- 
ther manner. 


234  ANNALS   OF  THE  COINAGE. 

.And  further,  be  suggested,  by  way  of  informa- 
tion, that  the  Pound  of  Gold  which  was  then,  made 
into  the  sum  of  forty-five  Nobles  (but  which  Pound, 
by  reason  of  clipping  and  otherwise  impairing;  was 
then  valued  at  forty-one  Nobles  and  an  half)  should 
be  made  into  forty-eight  Nobles,  to  be  current  at 
the  same  value  as  before  ;  and  that  the  King,  and 
the  Master,  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Mint, 
should  take  from  every  Pound,  for  the  Seignorage 
and  working,  and  every  thing  else,  twenty  Pence*. 

:.  On  the  above  information  was  founded  the  second 
Chapter  of  the  first  Statute  which  passed  in  the 
fifth, year  of  the  King9,  1381,  in  form  following: 
"  Item,  for  the  great  mischief  which  the  realm  suf~ 
isreth,  and  long  hath  done,  for  that  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver., as  well  in  Money,  vessel,  plate,  and  jewels,  as 
otherwise  by  exchanges  made  in  divers  manners,  is 
carried  out  of  the  realm,  so  that  in  effect  there  is 
nooe  thereof  left;  which  thing,  if  it  should  longer 
be  .suffered,  would  shortly  be  the  destruction  of  the 
said  realm,  which  God  forbid ;   it  is  assented  and 

:  r  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  126. 

•  I  cannot  reconcile  the  date  of  this  Statute,  as  it  is  fixed  by 
Runningt;on  in  1381,  with  that  of 'the  above  proceedings  on  the 
RoBs  of  Parliament.  The  informations  of  Leyc,  &c.  are  dated 
oq  the  Rolls  13S1  and  138*2,  5  R.  II.  Now  there  cannot,  I 
think,  be  a  doubt  that  those  informations  preceded  the  Statute. 
In  that  case,  if  the  date  on  the  Rolls  be  correctly  printed,  the. 
Parliament  which  passed  it,  and  which,  according  to  the  pre* 
amble,  met  in  November,  must  have  been  holden  in  November 
18W ;  for  as  the  fifth  year  of  Richard  ended  in  June  138%  the 
November  la  his  fifth,  year  must  have  been  November  1381, 
which  will  not  agree  with  the  Rolls. 
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accorded,  and  the  King  enjoineth  all  manner  of 
people,  Merchants,  Clerks,  and  others,  as  well 
strangers  as  denizens,  of  whatsoever  estate  or  con- 
dition they  be,  upon  pain  of  as  much  as  they 
may  forfeit,  that  none  of  them,  upon  the  said  pain, 
privily  nor  openly,  send  nor  carry,  nor  cause  to  be 
sent  or  carried  out  of  the  said  realm,  any  Gold  or 
Silver  in  Money,  Bullion,  plate,  or  vessel,  neither  by 
exchanges  to  be  made,  nor  in  other  manner,  except 
the  wages  of  Calais,  and  of  other  the  King's  For- 
tresses beyond  the  Sea,  and  especially  excepted  the 
Prelates,  Lords,  and  other  of  the  said  realm,  to 
whom  sometimes  it  behoveth  necessarily  to  make 
payments  beyond  the  Sea,  that  of  the  same  pay- 
ments only  they  make  exchanges  in  England,  by 
good  and  sufficient  Merchants  beyond  the  Sea, 
especial  leave  and  license  being  first  had  therein  of 
the  King,  as  well  for  the  exchangers  as  for  the  per- 
sons which  ought  to  make  the  payments,  contain- 
ing expressly  the  sum  which  shall  be  so  exchanged. 
And  it  is  assented,  that  the  Merchants  that  so  shall 
make  exchanges  shall  be  diligently  examined  and 
sworn  in  their  proper  persons,  as  often  as  they  shall 
Have  the  said  license,  that  they  shall  not  send  be* 
fond  the  Sea  any  manner  of  Gold  or  Silver  under 
the  colour  of  the  said  exchange.  And  if,  after 
Proclamation  of  this  Ordinance,  any  person  be 
from  henceforth  duly  attainted,  that  he  hath  caused 
to  be  sent  or  carried  beyond  the  Sea  any  Gold  or 
Silver  against  this  restraint  and  ordinance,  he  shall 
forfeit  to  the  King  the  same  sum  so  carried  or  sent.** 
The  Statute  then  forbids  the  passage  of  all  per- 
sons, except  Lords  and  other  great  men  of  the 
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realm,  and  true  and  notable  Merchants,  and  the 
King's  Soldiers;  and  afterwards  proceeds  thus  re- 
specting the  transportation  of  Gold  or  Silver:  "And 
the  King  commandeth  all  Wardens  and  Searchers  of 
tfie  Ports  and  Passages  through  England,  that  they 
shall  from  henceforth  diligently  u$e  their  office,  and 
make  good  and  strait  search ;  and  if  any  Searchers 
or  .Wardens,  of  the  Ports  and  Passages  through  the 
said  realm,  by  negligence,  or  in  other  manner,  do, 
or.  suffer  wittingly  to  be  done,  in  any  point,  the 
contrary  of  the  said  article  touching  the  Money  of 
Gold  or  Silver,  and  thereof  be  duly  convict,  he 
shall  forfeit  to  the  King  his  said  office,  and  all  his 
goods,  and  his  body  shall  be  committed  to  prison, 
there  to  remain  a  whole  year  without  redemption* 
And  thereupon  whosoever  espieth,  and  proveth  duly, 
that  any  thing,  be  done  against  the  intent  of  this  ar- 
ticle, whereby  the  said  forfeiture  ought  to  fall  upon 
any  person,  he  shall  have  half  of  the  said  forfeiture 
for  his  trouble,  of  the  King's  gift."  <- 

1382  or  1383.  In  a  short  tinie  after,  it  was 
found  expedient  to  dispense  with  this  Statute  in  fa- 
vour of  the  foreign  fishermen  who  brought  herrings 
ijato  England.  They  therefore  were  permitted  to 
pass  out  of  the  realm  with  their  Money  of  Gold  or 
Silver  u. 

I384  or  1385.  But  in  about  two  years  from  that 
time  strict  search  was  again  commanded  to  be  made, 
that  no  Gold  nor  Silver  should  be  exported,  and 
also  that  .no  Papal  Bull,  nor  other  instruments, 
should  be  brought  into  the  realm  w ;  on  account,  nd 

t  Statute  5  R.  II.  Statute  1.  cap.  3. 

w  CI.  6  R.  II.  m.  24.  ■*  Pat.  8  R.  II.  pt.  1.  m.  43.  dors. 
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.doubt,  of  the  Money  which  would  be  paid  for  them, 
and  so  carried  abroad. 

After  the  death  of  Lodowic  Earl  of  Flanders,  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  had  assumed  the  title,  and  had 
caused  Money  to  be  struck  of  less  value  than  that 
which  was  current  in  Flanders  in  the  time  of  the  late 
Earl,  with  the  intention  that  such  Money  should  be 
Current  in  that  country,  which  would  be  to  the  ma- 
nifest disadvantage  of  the  King  of  England's  sub- 
jects who  should  trade  there.  A  writ  was  therefore 
issued  about  this  time,  directed  to  John  de  Bourg- 
chier,  Regarder  of  Ghent  in  Flanders,  commanding 
him  to  prevent  the  currency  of  such  Money  within 
his  jurisdiction  \ 

The  provisions  of  the  Statute  which  was  made  in 
his  fifth  year,  1385,  appear  to  have  been  of  little 
avail;  for  in  the  Parliament  which  was  summoned 
to  be  holden  at  Westminster  on  the  Friday  next 
after  the  Feast  of  St.  Luke  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
King,  but  adjourned  to  the  morrow,  and  again  to 
the  Monday  following,  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of 
Suffolk  and  Chancellor  of  England,  by  command  of 
the  King  then  being  present,  declared  the  causes  for 
summoning  the  Parliament.  Amongst  these  Was 
the  state  of  the  Coins ;  concerning  which  he  said 
that  the  English  Money  was  in  greater  estimation, 
and  of  higher  value,  in  all  other  places  than  in  the 
Kingdom  of  England,  and  on  that  account  desired 
and  sought  for  beyond  measure  by  all  nations ;  And 
on  that  pretence  was  craftily  withdrawn  from  the 
realm,  and  daily  carried  away,  not  only  to  the  pre- 

*  Franc.  8  R.  II.  m,  13.    Kymer,  VII.  p.  453. 
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judice  and  defrauding  of  the  King,  but  to  the  mani- 
fest impoverishing  of  the  whole  Kingdom ;  and  that 
the  chief  and  greatest  remedy  was  to  increase  the 
value  or  price  of  the  said  Money  v. 

In  this  Parliament  the  King  created  Robert  *de 
Vere  (Earl  of  Oxford)  Marquis  of  Dublin:  and  m 
addition  to  that  title,  then  unknown  in  England*, 
gave  him  the  land  and  dominion  of  Ireland,  to  hold 
of  the  King,  during  his  life,  with  all  rights,  &c.  as 
amply  as  the  King  himself  ought  to  have  the  same; 
saving  to  the  King  the  homages,  resort,  and  supe- 
riority of  that  country ;  the  Marquis  to  pay  to  the 
King  five  thousand  Marks  annually,  for  the  term  of 
his  life.  Amongst  other  regalities  which  the  King 
at  that  time  granted  to  his  dearest  Cousin  was  the 
following— that  he  should  have  power  to  strike  and 
make  Gold  and  Silver  Money  in  the  land  and  domi- 
nion aforesaid,  provided  it- should  be  of  the  same 
alloy  and  assay  as  the  King's  Money  of  England  •. 

1386.  The  King,  however,  was  not  contented 
with  the  singular  honours  which  he  had  thus 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  his  favourite,  but  added  to 
them  a  fresh  Grant  upon  the  13th  of  October  fol- 
lowing. By  this  Patent  he  advanced  him  to  the 
rank  of  Duke  of  Ireland,  and  confirmed  to  him  all 
the  privileges  before  granted,  but  in  words  some- 
what more  full  than  were  used  in  the  former  writ* 

y  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol  III.  p.  203. 

*  Dugdale,  quoting  Walsingham,  p.  320,  n.  52,  says  that 
this  title  was  much  distasted  by  others  of  the  nobility,  in  regard 
that  thereby  he  was  put  higher  than  themselves,  not  being  supe- 
rior to  them  in  wisdom  or  valour. 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  209. 
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In  that,  power  was  given  to  him  to  make  Money  of 
Gold  and  Silver  only ;  in  this,  he  had  the  farther 
privilege  of  striking  every  kind  of  Money  which  had 
heretofore  been  coined,  either  by  the  King  or  by 
any  of  his  Progenitors  b.  It  does  not  appear  that 
he  ever  exercised  this  power  of  Coinage  which  watt 
granted  to  him.  Indeed  his  reign  was  so  short 
as  scarcely  to  have  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it c. 

In  this  year,  on  the  24th  day  of  November,  the 

< 

*  Rot.  Cart.  9  R.  II.  m.  1.  and  Rot  Pari.  9  and  10,  m.  3.  Sei- 
dell's Titles  of  Honour,  part  I.  chap.  4. 

c  In  1389  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  Alexander  Nevyll  Archbishop 
of  York,  Michael  de  la  Pole  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  Robert  Tressy- 
lyen  Chief  Justice  of  England,  were  summoned  to  appear  and 
answer  to  Articles  exhibited  against  them  5  and  on  their  aox|- 
appearance  they  were  outlawed,  and  all  their  possessions  conns* 
catedA  except  their  intailed  lands,  which  were  to  come  to  their 
right  heirs  upon  their  decease.  [Knyghton,  column  £706.]  Ac- 
cording to  Froissart,  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  and  Sir  Simon  Bur- 
ley,  another  of  the  king's  favourites,  were  suspected  of  having 
amassed  very  large  sums  of  Money,  and  it  was  rumoured  that 
they  had  sent  great  part  of  it  for  safety  to  Germany.  It  had 
also  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  king,  his  uncles,  and  the 
rulers  of  the  principal  towns  in  England,  that  great  cases  and 
trunks  had  been  secretly  embarked  from  Dover  Castle,  which 
were  said  to  contain  this  Money  they  sent  fraudulently  abroad 
to  foreign  countries,  and  by -which  the  Kingdom  was  greatly 
impoverished  of  cash.  Many  grieved  much  at  this,  saying,  that 
Gold  and  Silver  were  become  so  scarce  trade  languished. 
[Johnes's  Translation,  vol.  III.  p.  474.] 

It  was  Richard's  intention  to  have  advanced  his  favourite  still 
higher,  and  to  have  given  him  the  title  of  King.  [Seidell, 
quoting  Walsingham,  Titles  of  Honour,  part  I.  chap.  4,] 

The  Duke  died  at  Lbuvaine  in  1392,  in  great  distress  of  mind 
and  penury.    [Dugdale's  Baronage,  vol.  I,  pv  195.]        ,       /  \ 
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Under-Sheriff  for  Lincoln  delivered  into  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  a  Die  counterfeit  of  the  King's  Die 
(with  which  certain  false  Moneyers,  who  were 
drawn  and  hanged  for  the  same,  had  made  gilded 
Halfpennies,  not  of  Gold  but  of  some  other  metal), 
and  also  six  pieces  of  the  false  Coins  themselves, 
together  with  one  small  piece  of  Silver  weighing 
nine  or  ten  Pennyweights,  and  two  pieces  of  the 
metal  of  which  the  said  false  Money  was  made* 
And  the  said  Under-Sheriff  declared  that  be  had 
found  the  said  Die,  and  all  the  articles  above-men- 
tioned, in  the  custody  of  the  said  Moneyers ;  which 
Die,  &c.  he  delivered  to  the  Chamberlain  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  be  kept  to  the  King's  use  d. 

The  Ordinance  for  reducing  the  current  value  of 
the  Scotish  Coins  seems  not  to  have  been  suffi- 
ciently respected;  and  accordingly,  in  the  year 
1387,  a  Writ  was  issued,  dated  on  the  30th  of  July, 
by  which  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England  were  com* 
manded  to  make  Proclamation  in  every  week,  until 
Michaelmas  next  ensuing,  that  Scotish  Money 
should  be  received  or  paid  at  no  more  than  the  fol- 
lowing rates ;  namely,  the  Penny  for  one  Halfpenny- 
Far  thing,  and  the  Halfpenny  for  a  Farthing  and 
half  of  English  Money,  in  buying  or  selling,  or  in 
any  other  manner.  And  that  every  one  should 
bring  such  Money  to  the  King's  Bullion,  there  to 
receive  the  said  value  for  it ;  so  that  if  any  such 
Money  should  be  found  in  the  hands  of  any  person 
.whatsoever,  after  the  said  Feast,  it '  should  be  for- 

*  Placita  coram  Baronibus,  10  R.  U.  Rot.  9.  b.    Mador's 
MSS.vol.LXDLp.Hl. 
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felted/  one  half  to  the  King,  the  other  to  him  who. 
should  find  the  same  e. 

The  solemnity  with  which  the  counterfeit  Die, 
&c,  were  delivered  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
seems  to  show  that  the  practice  of  falsifying  the 
Money  had  at  that  time  been  alarmingly  extended ; 
and  this  idea  is  confirmed  by  the  issuing  of  a  special 
Commission,  in  the  year  -13  89,  to  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Skipwith,  before  whom  seven  Counterfeiters  of 
Money  were  convicted  at  Lincoln,  who  had  in- 
creased one  Noble  to  ten  Shillings,  by  making  it 
into  six  Farthings.  All  the  seven  were  drawn  and 
hanged,  at  the  same  time  f. 

It  does  not  appear,  frbm  this  account,  that  the 
Money  made  by  these  persons  was  base,  but  that 
they  had  melted  down  the  Noble,  and  re-coined  it 
mto  six  Quarter  Nobles,  or,  as  they  were  called, 
Farthings  of  Gold. 

We  have  seen  that  the  quantity  of  Scotish  Coin 
which  was  brought  into  England  had  been  long  com- 
plained of  by  the  Commons  as  injurious  to  them,  and 
that  measures  were  taken  to  restrain  the  circulation 
of  it  by  lessening  its  current  value.  In  1390,  how- 
ever,  the  poor  Commons,  as  they  styled  themselves, 
renewed  their  complaints,  and  stated,  that,  whereas 
they  had  in  the  feign  of  the  late  King  desired  that 
the  Scotish  Groat  might  be  reduced  in  its   cur- 

e  CL  11  R.  II.  m.  S3,  don.  The  Scotish  Coins  were  still  fur- 
ther reduced  in  current  value  in  the  year  1390,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  them  entirely  forbidden  in  1393, v  , .   ,,  -    , 

f  Knyghton,  column  267S. 
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rent  value*,  they  now  petitioned  that  not  only  the 
Groat,  but  also  the  Half  Groat,  the  Penny,  the 
Halfpenny,  and  the  Farthing  of  Scotish  Money, 
might  be  utterly  removed  out  of  the  realm;  and 
that  inquiry  might  be  made  of  such  as  had  carried 
the  Money  of  England  into  Scotland,  to  make  Bul- 
lion, or  Money  of  Scotland,  to  the  prejudice  and  in-* 
jury  of  the  King  and  the  realm. 

The  Ring's  answer  was  not  favourable  to  the  spirit 
of  this  Petition,  as  to  the  total  banishment  of  Scotish 
Money  out  of  England  ;  but  he  declared  it  to  be  his 
pleasure  that  the  Groat,  Half  Gro^t,  Penny,  and 
Halfpenny  of  the  Coinage  of  Scotland  should  be 
current  for  no  more  than  half  their  value.  And  if 
the  said  Money  should  be  again  diminished  in 
weight,  its  current  value  should  be  brought  down 
in  proportion  ;  and  that  Commissioners  should  be 
appointed,  throughout  the  realm,  to  inquire  of 
those  who  should  carry  or  send  the  Money  of  Eng- 
land into  Scotland,  to  be  converted  either  into  Bul- 
lion or  into  Money  of  that  Kingdom  h. 

This  answer  forms  the  12th  Chapter  of  a  Statute 
which  was  made  in  the  same  14th  year;  in  the  first 
Chapter  of  which  it  was  enacted,  that  every  alien 
Merchant  who  should  bring  any  merchandize  into 
England  should  find  sufficient  sureties  before  the 
Customers,  in  the  port  where  the  merchandize 
should  be  brought,  to  buy  other  merchandize,  of 
the  commodities  of  the  land,  to  half  the  value,  at 
the  least,  of  the  merchandizes  brought  in. 

S  In  1S73.  47th  of  Edward  III. 

k  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  280. 
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The  second  Chapter  of  that  Statute  ordained,  that 
for  every  exchange  which  should  be  made  by  Mer- 
chants to  the  Court  of  Rome,  or  elsewhere,  the 
said  Merchants  should  be  firmly  and  surely  bound, 
in  the  Chancery,  to  buy,  within  three  months  after 
the  said  exchange  made,  merchandizes  of  the  staple, 
as  wools,  leather,  woolfels,  lead  or  tin,  butter  or 
cheese,  cloths,  or  other  commodities  of  the  land,  to 
the  value  of  the  sum  so  exchanged,  upon  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  same l. 

1S91-  This  Statute  was,  with  others,  confirmed 
in  the  next  year  k. 

1392.  A  Statute  of  his  1 6th  year  stated,  in  the 
fifth  Chapter,  that  it  was  said,  and  a  common  cla- 
mour was  made,  that  the  Bishop  of  Rome  had  or- 
dained and  purposed  to  translate  some  Prelates  of 
the  realm,  some  out  of  the  realm,  and  some  from 
one  Bishoprick  into  another,  within  the  realm, 
without  the  King's  pssent  and  knowledge,  and  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  Prelates  so  to  be  translated. 
By  which  translations  (if  they  should  be  suffered) 
the  Statutes  of  the  realm  would  be  defeated  and 
made  void ;  and  the  King's  liege  Sages  of  his  Coun- 
cil, without  his  assent,  and  against  his  will,  carried  , 
away  and  gotten  out  of  his  realm,  and  the  substance 
and  treasure  of  the  realm  carried  away,  and  so  the 
kingdom  would  be  destitute  as  well  of  counsel  as  of 
substance ;  therefore  the  Statute  declared,  that  all 
persons  who  should  purchase  or  pursue,  or  cause  to 
be  purchased  or  pursued,  in  the  Court  of  Rome  or 
elsewhere,  any  such  translations,  should  be  put  out 

'  Statute  14  R.  II.  *  Statute  15  R.  II. 
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of  the  King's  protection,  their  lands  and  tenements, 
goods  and  chattels,  forfeited  to  the  King,  and  their 
bodies  to  be  attached,  if  .they- might  be  found,  and 
brought  before  the  King  and  Council,  there  to  an- 
swer ;  or  that  process  should  be  made  against  them 
by  praemunire  facias l. 

1393-  In  the  following  year  Proclamation  was 
made  against  certain  Gold  Coins  of  Flanders  and 
Brabant,  the  stamp  of  which  resembled  those  of  the 
King,  but  they  were  of  less  weight  and  value,1  These 
had  been  brought  in  both  by  natives  and  foreigners ; 
and  it  was  now  commanded  that  no  one  should,  in 
future,  take  or  receive  Gold  Money  of  either  of  those 
countries  m. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commons  stated,  in  their 
Petition  to  the  King,  that  whereas  there  had  been 
great  scarcity  in  the  realm  of  Halfpennies, and  Far- 
things of  Silver,  whereby  the  poor  were  frequently 
ill  supplied,  so  that  when  a  poor  man  would  buy  his 
victuals,  and  other  necessaries  convenient  for  him, 
and  bad  only  a  Penny,  for  which  he  ought  to, receive 
an  Halfpenny  in  change,  he  .many  times  did  spoil 
his  Penny  n  in  order  to  make  one  Halfpenny.  And 
also  when  many  worthy  persons  of  the  Commonalty 
wouldi  give  their  alms  to  poor  beggars,  they  could 
not,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  Halfpennies 'and 
Farthings,  to  the  great  withdrawing  of  the  suste-* 

> 

1  Statute  16  R.  II.  ■«  CI.  16  R.  II.  ni.  2.  dors. 

»  u  II  perdra  son  Denier.**  Does  this  mean  that  he  spoiled 
his  Penny  by  cutting  it  in  two  in  order  to  make  an  Halfpenny  to 
pay  with,  or  that  he  lost  his  Penny,  because  he  was.  forced  to 
give  the  whole  for  want  of  change  ?  Probably  the  former  was 
intended.    See  under  1402. 
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nance  of  poor  beggars.  For  this  inconvenience  the 
Commons  prayed  that  a  remedy  might  be  found. 

The  King  replied,  that  Halfpennies  and  Farthings 
'  should  be  made. 

The  remainder  of  his  answer  ran  nearly  in  the 
words  of  the  Statute  which  passed  in  that  Parliament, 
and  which  stated,  in  the  first  Chapter,  that,  Where- 
as it  was  ordained  by  the  noble  King  Edward,  grand- 
father to  the  King,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign, 
that  no  Sterling,  Halfpenny,  nor  Farthing,  should 
be  molten  for  vessel,  nor  other  thing  thereof  to  be 
made  by  Goldsmith  or  others,  upon  pain  of  forfeit* 
ure  of  the  Money  so  molten,  and  imprisonment  of 
the  Founder,  until  he  should  have  yielded  to  the 
King  the  half  of  that  which,  he  had  so  molten,  not- 
withstanding any  Charter  or  Franchise  granted  or 
used  to  the  contrary.  It  was  then  accorded  sand 
assented  that  the  said  Ordinance  should  be  firmly 
holden  and  kept.  And  moreover  it  was  ordained 
and  assented,  that  no  Groat  nor  Half  Groat  should 
be  molten  to  make  vessel,  or  any  other  thing  thereof, 
upon  the  same  pain.  Also  that  no  Gold  nor  Silver  of 
Scotland,  nor  of  other  lands  beyond  the  Sea,  should 
run  in  any  manner  of  payment  within  the  realm  of 
England,. but  should  be  brought  to  the  Bullion, 
there  to  be  changed  into  the  Coin  of  England,  upon 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same,  and  of  imprisonment, 
fine,  and  ransom  of  him  who  should  do  the  con- 
trary ;  and  that  no  man  should  send  any  English 
Money  into  Scotland,  to  change  the  same  in  Money, 
or  for  Scotish  Money,  upon  the  pain  next  aforesaid0. 

o  Rojk  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  319,  and  Statute  17  R.  II. 

chap.  1.  - 


2i6  ANNALS    OF  THE    COINAGE. 

About  this  time  John  Elyngeham  and  William 
Strafhern,  Serjeants  at  Arms,  were  directed  to  in- 
quire concerning  Henry  Goldsmyth,  of  Eton,  in  the 
County  of  Bedford,  who  was  suspected  of  having 
counterfeited  the  Coins  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  that 
village  ;  and  to  take  him,  together  with  his  engines, 
instruments,  and  counterfeit  Money,  and  fo  bring 
him  before  the  King  and  Council  P. 

In  the  year  1395  two  Indentures  of  the  Mint  oc- 
cur, one  with  John  WildemanV  and  the  other  with 
Nicholas  Molakine  a  Florentine r.  They  are  the 
earliest  which  have  yet  been  discovered  in  this 
reign,  and  possibly  none  were  executed  before  them, 
as  they  contain  the  same  terms  as  the  Indenture  of 
the  25th  of  Edward  III. 

1396.  The  last  of  these  Instruments  was  repeated 
in  this  year. 

A  singular  Grant  was  at  that  time  issued  to  Mar- 
garet Countess  of  Norfolk,  and  D.  B.  Goldsnttth  of 
London,  licensing  them  to  melt  down  Groats,  Half 
Groats,  and  Sterlings,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
Pounds',  and  to  make  thereof  a  silver  vessel  for  the 
use  of  the  said  Margaret,  notwithstanding  the 
Statute 8. 

P  Pat.  17  R.  II.  pt.  l.m.  13.  dors. 

q  CI.  18R.  II.  m.25. 

r  Lowndes,  p.  37.  Mr.  North  thinks  it  "  likely  that  Richard 
made  some  alterations  in  his  Money,  for  some  Groats,  though 
finely  preserved,  will  no  ways  come  up  to  the  weight  of  72 
grains.    Mr.  Willis's  weighs  but  60  grains."   MS  note  to  Folkes. 

8  Pat.  19  R*  H.  pt.  2.  m.  30.  It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  what 
could  be  the  object  of  this  Grant,  for  it  is  scarcely  probable  that 
a  sufficiency  of  Bullion,  in  another  form,  was  not  readily  to .  be 
obtained. 
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The  Statute  for  preventing  the  exportation  ?f 
Cojns  and  Bullion  was,  in  his  20th  year,  dispensed 
with  in  favour  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
whose  agent  had  license  to  pass  into  foreign  parts 
with  eight  thousand  Francs  upon  bis  account1. 
It  should  seem  that  this  mode  of  conveying  the 
Money  was,  for  some  reason,  relinquished,  for  the 
Archbishop  soon  afterward  had  permission  to  pay 
that  sum  into  the  hands  of  Gerard  de  Alberti,  of  the 
Company  of  Albertines  dwelling  irt  London,  who 
was  authorised  to  send  it  abroad  upon  the  Archbi- 
shops business  u. 

In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  Westminster  in 
the  same  year,  it  was  ordained, that  all  Merchants, 
as  well  denizens  as  aliens,  who  would  carry  out  of 
the  realm  of  England  any  wools,  skins,  or  woolfels, 
should  bring  in  one  ounce  of  Gold,  of  foreign  Coin, 
for  every  sack  of  wool,  at\d  for  every  half  last  of 
skins,  and  for  every  two  hundred  and  forty  woolfels, 
to  the  King's  Bullion  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
within  half  a  year,  of  the  time  of  the  Custom  and 
Cocket  of  the  same,  and  in  the  same  name  as  they 
were  customed  and  cocketted.  -  And  if  the  said  Mer* 
chants  should  not  bring  in  the  said  ounce  of  foreign 
Coin  for  every  sack  of  wool,  &c.  to  the  said  Bullion, 
in  form  as  aforesaid,  they  should  pay  to  the  King 
for  every  Sarplerw  of  wool  three  shillings  and  four 
pence,,  and. the  same  for  every  last  of  skins,  and  for 
every  four  hundred  and  eighty,  wool fels,  besides  the 
customs  and  subsidies,  and  other  duties  thereupon 

t  CI.  90  R.  II.  pt.  1.  m.  5.         «  CI.  90  R.  IF.  pt.  2.  m.  18. 
*  A  sarpkr  of  wool  is  half  a  sack.    [Cowel's  Interpreter] 
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due.  And  that  all  and  every  such  Merchants,  be- 
fore they  should  carry  the  said  wool,  &c.  out  of  any 
port  of  the  realm  of  England,  should  find  sufficient 
security  to  the  King's  Customers  in  the  same  port 
to  carry  the  said  ounces  of  Gold  to  the  said  Bullion, 
in  form  aforesaid. 

Upon  which,  Writs,  commanding  Proclamation 
to  be  made  of  the  said  Ordinance,  were  directed  to 

.  the  Mayors  and  Bailiffs  of  the  cities  and  towns 
where  the  Staples  were  held.  Also  other  Writs  to 
the  Collectors  of  Customs  and  Subsidies  in  the  ports 
of  the  Staples,  ordering  them  to  take  security  of  the 
said  Merchants,  and  thereof  to  certify  the  Warden 
and  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  said  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, specifying  the  name  of  the  Merchants,  the 
number  of  sacks  of  wool,  &c.x 

Against  this  Ordinance  the  Merchants  of  the 
realm,  both  denizens  and  aliens,  made  a  remon- 
strance to  the  King  in  the  following  Parliament. 

,  They  stated  that,  although  the  King  had  a  Master 
of  his  Mint  within  his  town  of  Calais,  and  that  the 
Bullion  and  foreign  Coin  which  was  brought  there, 
to  buy  wool  and  other  merchandize,  was  required 
to  be  made  by  his  hands  into  Money  of  the  King's 
Coin,  by  which  the  King  received  as  much  advan- 
tage for  his  Seignorage  as  from  that  which  was 
coined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  although  the 
said  suppliants  did  not  receive  at  Calais,  for  their 
goods,  any  other  Money  than  the  King's  Coins, 

x  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  HI.  p.  340.  These  Write  bear 
date  Feb.  20,  in  the  30th  of  R.  II.,  that  is,  in  the  year  1396-7,  so 
that  this  Parliament  appears  to  have  a  wrong;  date  assigned  to 
it  in  the  printed  Rolls. 
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yet,  nevertheless,  by  virtue  of  an  Ordinance  made 
in  Parliament  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  High- 
iiess's  reign,  the  said  suppliants  were  commanded  to 
bring  Bullion  for  the  same  merchandizes  to  the 
Tower  of  -London,  notwithstanding  that  the  pay- 
ment for  those  merchandizes  was  received  in  Mdney 
of  the  King's  Coin. 

And  also,  that  the  officers  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, within  his  land  of  Flanders,  being  avfare  of 
the  said  Ordinance,  wodld  not  permit  any  one  to 
carry  Bullion  out  of,  nor  through,  the  said  country 
of  Flanders,  towards  the  said  town  of  Calais,  upon 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same,  and  on  that  account 
did  make  strict  search  in  every  way  and  passage  of 
the  said  country,  so  that,  at  that  time,  no  Merchant 
dare  to  venture  his  money  toward  the  said  Staple, 
for  fear  least  he  should  lose  the  same,  to  the,  great 
injury  of  the  said  Staple.  And  of  those  who  did  ad~ 
ventnte  to  come  there,  through  the  said  country  of 
Flanders,  whether  strangers  or  subjects,  their  Gold 
was  seized,  as  forfeited,  by  the  officers  aforesaid,  so 
that  the  said  suppliants  were  not  able  by  any 
means  to  obtain  Bullion,  in  order  to  obey  the  said 
Ordinance. 

» 

And  also  that  many  Merchants  of  divers  parts  of 
the  realm  of  England,  who  shipped  wool  towards 
the  said  Staple,  some  ten  sacks,  some  twenty  sacks, 
had  been  accustomed;  after  they  had  sold  the  same, 
to  pass  by  sea  to  their  own  country,  but  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  said  Ordinance,  at  that  time  ought  to 
come  to  London  on  account  of  ten  or  twenty  ounces 
of  Bullion,  and  to  wait  there  until  it  should  be 
struck  into  Money  of  the  King's  Coin,  whereby  they 
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would  expend  all  the  gain  of  their  merchandize,  or 
more.  Which  causes  aforesaid,  and  also  the  fear  of 
the  penalty  comprized  in  the  said  Ordinance,  did 
restrain  the  generality  of  the  Merchants  of  the  realm 
of  England,  so  that  they  dared,  not  to  buy  nor  to 
ship  any  wool  during  the  said  Ordinance,  to  the 
great  damage  and  loss  of  the  King's  Customs,  and 
loss  and  abatement  of  the  price  of  wool  in  the  realm, 
unless  a  remedy  should  be  graciously  provided. 

Wherefore  they  prayed  the  King,  that  of  his 
abundant  grace  he  would  consider  the  great  troubles 
and  mischiefs  which  they  had  stated,  and  for  them 
ordain,  in  the  Parliament  then  sitting,  that  the  said 
suppliants  should  be  relieved  in  future  from  bringing 
Bullion  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  from  giving 
security  for  the  same  upon  such  merchandizes  as 
should  pass  directly  to  the  said  town  of  Calais,  so 
that  the  Bullion  might  be  melted  within  the  Mint 
there,  as  it  had  been  accustomed  in  times  past. 
And  also  that  he  would  grant,  pardon,  and  release 
to  all  the  Merchants  aforesaid  the  Bullion  then  in 
arrear  to  the  Tower  of  London  for  the  shipping  of 
their  wools  since  the  making  of  the  said  Ordinance ; 
and  that  the  securities  taken  on  that  account  bv  the 
King's  Customers  throughout  the  realm  might  be 
made  void  and  annulled,  for  God's  and  for  charity's 
sake.  N 

.  The  King  avoided  a  decisive  answer  to  this  Peti- 
tion, but  said  he  would  send  his  special  letters  to 
.  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  his  Officers  and  Minis- 
ters beyond  sea,  of  such  a  nature,  and  as  often  as 
the  business  might  require  y. 

y  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  HLp.' 369. 
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In  the  same  Parliament,  the  Commons  also  peti- 
tioned that  the  Staple  might  be  confined  to  Calais,  x 
and  that  no  licenses  might  be  granted  to  carry  out 
wool,  &c.  to  any  other  places,  which  they  com- 
plained h^d  been  done,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
King's  Mint,  Coinage,  and  Customs  at  Calais. 

It  was  promised,  in  answer,  that  the  Statute 
should  be  observed  and  kept  as  to  gross  merchan- 
dizes, such  as  wool,  &c.  and  that  no  license  should 
be  granted  but  by  the  King's  special  permission;  and 
if  any  should  be  granted  otherwise,  it  should  be  re- 
voked*. 

In  1398,  the  Ordinance  to  reduce  the  current 
value  of  the  Scotish  Motley  to  one  half,  in  England, 
was  again  inforced  a. 

1399.  In  order  to  check  the  carrying  of  Money, 
&c.  out  of  the  realm  by  the  Pope's  agents,  an  oath 
was  now  administered  to  the  Collector,  by  which  he 
engaged  not  to  convey  any  Money,  &c.  beyond  the 
sea,  without  the  King's  special  license1*. 

During  this  reign,  the  Irish  are  said  to  have  had 
but  little  Money,  and  to  have  merchandized  chiefly 
with  cattle.  When  Mac  Murrough,  an  Irish  Chief, 
met  the  Earl  of  Gloucester,  Richard's  Commander 
in  Chief,  he  was  mounted  on  a  horse  which  cost  him, 
as  it  was  said,  four  hundred  cows. 

u  Un  cheval,  ot  sans  sele  ne  arcon, 
Qui  lui  avoit  coste,  ce  disoiton, 
Quatre  cens  vaches,  tant  estoit  bel  &  bon  ; 
Par  pou  argent.      *    '       ' 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol  III.  p.  370. 

a  CI.  21  R.  II.  pt.  1.  m.  11.  dors. 

t>  An.  23  R.  FI.  m.  3.  d.    Rymer,  VIII.  86. 
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•  -  A.  on  pais,  pource  com  linemen  t 
Merchandent  eulx  a  bestes,  seulment."c 

Mr.  Ledwich  quotes  the  above  circumstance  as  a 
proof  that  the  Irish  had  not,  at  that  time,  adopted 
Money  as  the  standard  for  estimating  the  value  of 
things ;  and  infers,  from  there  being  no  specimens 
now  existing  of  Edward  III.'s  Money,  which  he  di- 
rected to  be  coined  for  Ireland  in  his  fifth  year,  that 
probably  his  intentions  were  never  carried  into  exe- 
cution. 

In  another  place  he  says, "  extraordinary  as  it  may 
appear,  the  strictest  inquiry,  I  believe,  will  prove  it 
true,  that' not  before  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  did  English  Money  pass  among  the  Irish  ."d 

I  know  not  how  this  assertion  is  to  be  reconciled 
with  the  existence  of  Coins,  even  at  this  time  not 
uncommon,  which  were  struck  in  Irish  Mints  during 
the  reigns  of  John,  Henry  III.  Edward  I.  and  pos- 
sibly II.  and  III. 

It  will  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  the  Plates, 
that  the  representation  (if  it  may  be.  so  called)  of  this 
King,  upon  his  Coins,  does  not  differ  from  the  busts 
of  his  three  immediate  predecessors.  His  name  is 
written  ricard,  or  ricardvs,  with  the  title  of  hex 

ANGLIE  &  FRANCIE«,    &  DOMINVS  HIBERNIE  &  AGIVI- 

c  Strutt's  Regal  and  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities,  p.  39,  quoting 
a  History  of  the  latter  part  of  this  reign,  from  1399,  by  Francis 
de  la  Marque,  a  French  gentleman  of  his  suite,  Harl.  MSS. 
No.  1319. 

d  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  as  quoted  in  Monthly  Review,  N.  S. 
toI.  XI.  p.  34. 

«  The  title  of  King  pf  France  is  omitted  upon  some  of  his 
Coins.  Perhaps  (says  Mr.  Leake)  he  relinquished  it  in  1396, 
upon  his  marriage  with  the  Lady  Isabel  of  France,  when  a  truce 
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tanie.  The  last  title  appears  only  on  his  Gold 
Coins. 

His  style  upon  his  Great  Seal  differs  not  from  that 
which  his  father  assumed  after  his  conquests  in 
France. 

On  the  Reverse  of  his  Silver  Money  is  given  the 
place  of  Mintage.  . 

No  Irish  Coins  of  his  have  yet  been  discovered, 
nor  is  it  known  that  he  coined  any  there,  though  he 
was  three  times  in  that  country.  In  the  year  1394, 
when  he  reduced  several  of  the  petty  kings f,  in 
1395*  when  he  held  a  Parliament  in  Dublin?,  and 
again  in  1399  h. 

On  his  Anglo-Gallic  Coins  he  is  styled  ricard,  or 

RICARDVS,   REX  ANGLIE    &  FRANCIE  &  DVX  AGLVITA- 

Ni£.     They  are  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Billon. 

His  Mints  were  few,  for  his  Coins  present  only 


the  following  names : 

CIVITAS  DVNELM. 
DVNOL. 


CIVITAS  EBORACI. 
CIVITAS  LONDON. 


From  the  letter  b  upon  some  of  his  Aquitain 
Money,  it  is  supposed  that  it  was  struck  at  Bour- 
deaux. 


was  established  between  the  two  kingdoms  for  twenty-eight 
years.     [Hist.  Ace.  of  EnglishsMoney,  p.  134.] 

f  Walsingham,  p.  351.  P  Id.  ibid. 

h  Id.  p.  357-  Simon  says,  that  an  Act  of  15  E.  IV.  seems  to 
refer  to  Coins  struck  in  Ireland  by  Richard.  [Irish  Coins,  p.  19.] 
But  see  an  account  of  this  Statute  under  that  year,  wherein  no 
reference  to  Irish  Money  of  Richard  appears.    [P.  28.] 
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The  system  of  favouritism,  so  long  persisted  in 
by  the  weak  and  irresolute  Richard,  at  last  brought 
on  his  deposition,  and,  at  no  distant  period  after- 
ward, A.  D.  1399,  his  death  by  violence. 

He  had  been  compelled  to  own  in  Parliament  his 
incapacity  for  government,  and  to  resign  his  crown ; 
and  the  throne  being  declared  vacant,  Henry  Duke 
of  Lancaster  claimed  by  hereditary  right,  as  the 
descendant  of  the  blood  of  king  Henry  I J  I.  His 
pretensions  were  ineffectually  opposed  by  the  Bishop 
of  Carlisle  alone.  No  one  dared  to  second  him  ; 
and,  as  soon  as  he  had  concluded  his  speech,  Henry 
ordered  the  Earl  Marshal  to  take  him  into  custody, 
and  sent  him  prisoner  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Albans. 
He  then  ascended  the  throne,  which  he  had  gained 
partly  by  favour,  and  partly  by  force,  and  in  con* 
sequence  his  seat  thereon  was,  for  a  great  part  of 
his  time,  unquiet  and  insecure. 

In  order  to  render  himself  popular  with  his  sub- 
jects, he  began  his  reign  by  repealing  all  the  Acts 
of  that  Parliament  which  was  holden  in  the  last 
year  of  the  deposed  monarch,  and  likewise  seme 
particular  Ordinances  which  had  been  made  in  pre- 
ceding years. 

Amongst  others,  he  abolished  that  Ordinance 
respecting  Bullion  which  was  promulgated  in  the 
year  1*397,  and  against  which  the  merchants  pre- 
sented a  petition  in  the  next  Parliament,  but  re- 
ceived only  an  evasive  answer  from  the  late  king. 
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This  he  did  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
merchants  of  the  Staple  of  Calais,  and  by  the  advice 
and  consent  of  .the  Lords  assembled  in  his  first  Par- 
liament, when  it  was  ordained  that  the  Bullion1 
should  be  at  Calais,  to  remain  there  upon  trial  until 
the  next  Parliament;  and  that  the  Bullion  which 
was  due  for  the  shipping  of  wools,  &c.  from  the 
time  of  making  the  said  Ordinance,  should  be  re- 
mitted to  the  said  Mayor  and  merchants ;  and  that 
the  securities  which  had  been  given  by  them  to  the 
Customers  should  be  cancelled,  and  the  said  Cus- 
tomers discharged  thereof,  notwithstanding  the  Or- 
dinance aforesaid  k. 

In  the  same  year  proclamation  was  made  against 
the  currency  of  Silver  Halfpennies  brought  from 
Venice,  of  which  three  or  four  were  scarcely  equal 
to  one  Sterling  in  value;  and  it  was  commanded, 
that  no  one  should  pay  or  receive  them  in  future1. 

This  Proclamation  was  repeated  in  the  following 
year,  140Om. 

At  the  same  time  the  government  of  the  Duchy 
of  Aquitain  was  committed  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Bordeaux,  Sir  Hugh  le  Dispenser,  Knt.  and  others, 
with  full  power  to  coin  Gold,  Silver,  and  Black 
\iK  e.  Billon]  Money,  and  to  give  currency  to  the 
same  n. 

1  Id  est,  the  Bullion  Office,  where  foreign  Coins  and  Plate, 
&c.  were  received  and  exchanged  for  the  current  Money  of  the 
realm.  I  know  not  whether  it  were  distinct  from  the  Exchange 
or  not.  .  k  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  4$9. 

1  CI.  1  H.  IV.  pt.  2.  m.  12.  dors. 

m  CI.  2  H.  IV.  pt.  2.  m.  9.  dors. 

«  Rymer,  torn.  VIII.  p.  141,  Ducarel's  Anglo-Gallic  Coins, 
Postscript,  p.  4. 
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1400-1.  In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  West- 
minster on  the  20th  of  January  in  his  second  year 
the  Commons  petitioned  the  Ring,  that,  to  pre- 
vent the  diminishing  of  his  estate,  and  the  great 
impoverishment  of  his  realm,  by  merchants,  fo- 
reigners as  well  as  denizens,  withdrawing  the  Money 
of  the  kingdom  out  of  the  realm,  it  would  please 
him  to  ordain,  that  all  merchants,  whether  natives 
or  strangers,  coming  with  their  merchandize  into 
the  realm,  should  have  liberty  to  sell  freely  for 
Money,  or  for  other  merchandizes  in  exchange, 
provided  they  found  good  security  before  the  King's 
Customers  to  leave  all  the  Money,  so  taken,  within 
the  realm,  for  other  goods  and  merchandizes  to  be 
purchased  of  merchants  in  the  realm.  And  if  any 
merchant  should  go  out  of  the  kingdom  elsewhere, 
that  he  should  not  carry  Money  out  with  him,  ex~ 
cept  for  his  necessary  expenses,  under  the  inspection 
of  the  Customers ;  on  pain  that  every  one  who  should 
do  to  the  contrary,  and  should  be  thereof  duly  con- 
victed, should  forfeit  the  Money  so  carried  out  of 
the  realm.  Provided  always,  that  he  who  should 
sell  his  merchandizes,  and  cease  to  merchandize 
afterward,  and  should  remain  •  in  England,  might 
retain  his  Money  without  buying  other  merchandize41. 
The  King's  Answer  is  contained  in  the  provision 
of  a  Statute  which  was  passed  in  the  same  Parlia- 
ment. The  fifth  Chapter  thereof  recited  the  Statute 
made  in  the  fifth  year  of  Richard  II.p,  and  then 
stated  that  the  King,  in  order  to  prevent  the  sub- 

o  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  468. 
P  Statute  6  R.  II.  Statute  1.  chap.  c2. 
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tilty  of  those  that  would  do  fraud  or  deceit  to  him 
in  that  behalf,  had  ordained  and  established,  that 
*»  if,  in  future,  any  of  the  King's  Searchers  should 
find  Gold  or  Silver,  in  Coin  or  in  Mass,  in  the 
keeping  of  any  person  passing,  or  upon  his  passage, 
in  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  go  out  of  any  port,  haven, 
or  creek  of  the  realm,  without  the  King's  special 
license,  all  such  Gold  or  Silver  should  be  forfeit 
to  the  K\ng,  excepting  the  person's  reasonable 
expenses,  which  he  should  be  bound  to  confess  and 
discover  presently  after  having  been  warned  and 
charged  so  to  do  by  the  same  Searcher ;  or  else  that 
all  the  Money  so  concealed  should  be  forfeited  to 
the  King.  Provided  always,  that  the  Merchants 
strangers  who  should  sell  their  merchandize  within 
the  realm  of  England,  and  the  one  half  of  the 
Money  of  England,  received  for  the  same  merchan- 
dizes, should  employ  upon  other  merchandizes  of 
thp  realm,  might  freely  carry  out  from  the  same  the 
other  half  of  the  said  Money  by  the  King's  license, 
according  to  the  Statute  thereof  made r. 

In  the  same  Parliament  the  Commons  further  re- 
presented to  the  King,  that  whereas  it  was  ordained 
that  the  Staple  should  be  at  Calais,  and  that  all 
manner  of  foreign  Gold  should  be  made  into  Bullion 
there,  in  order  to  make  Nobles  of  the  Coin  of  Eng- 
land ;  yet  that,  notwithstanding  the  said  Ordinance, 
the  Merchants  did  take  in  payment,  beyond  Sea, 
Nobles  of  Flanders,  and  did  bring  them  into  Eng- 
land, where  they  were  current  in  such  numbers  that 

q  From  this  place  to  the  end,  the  Statute  runs  in  the  same 
words  as  the  King's  answer. 
*  Statute  2  H.  IV.  cap.  5. 

VOL.  II.  S 
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a/man  could  not  receive  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
Shillings  without  taking  three  or  four  such  Nobles 
of  Flanders,  each  of  them  indeed  worse  and  more 
•feeble  than  the  English  Noble  by  two  Pence,  to  the 
great  deceit  and  damage  of  the  King  and  the  Com- . 
mons<  They  therefore  petitioned  that  the  King 
would  please  to  ordain,  by  Proclamation  throughout 
the  realm,  that  no  Gold  nor  Silver,  except  the  Coin 
of  England,  should  be  current  within  the  said  realm 
after  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing,  on  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  the  same  to  the  King 8. 

The  words  of  the  King's  Answer  to  this  Petition 
are,  like  the  former,  transferred  into  the  same  Sta- 
tute of  his  second  year;  the  sixth  Chapter  of  which 
is  as  follows  :  "  Item,  for  ilje  great  deceit  that  is  in 
the  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  of  Flanders  and  Scot- 
land that  doth  comtnonly  run  in  payments  made  in 
divers  parts  of  the  realm  :  *It  is  ordained  and  estab- 
lished, that  all  Monev  of  Gold  and  Silver  of  the  Coin 
of  Flanders,  and  of  all  other  lands  and  countries  be- 
yond  the  Sea,  and  also  of  the  land  of  Scotland,  shall 
be  voided  out  of  the  realm  of  England,  or  put  to  coin 
to  the  Bullion  within  the  said  realm,  between  this 
and  the  Feast  of  Christmas  next  ensuing,  upon  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  the  same.  And  that  all  Merchants 
and  others  at  Calais,  which  do  Receive  any  such  Gold 
or  Silver  of  the  Coin  of  Flanders,  or  of  other  lands 
or  provinces  beyond  the  £ea,  or  of  the  land  of  Scot- 
land^ shall  put  the  same  to  the  Bullion  at  Calais, 
without  bringing  it  in  Coin  within  the  realm  of 

.  &  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  470. 

*  From  this  place  to  the  end  is  copied  verbitim  from  the  King's 
answer.         ,      . 
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:  England.  And  if  the  Merchants  or  others  hereafter 
shall  bring  any  such  Money  within  the  realm  of 
England,  they  shall  forfeit  the  same  Money  to  the 
King.  And  moreover  it  is  accorded,  that  good  and 
convenient  search  be  made,  as  well  at  Calais  as  on 
this  side  the  Sea,  in  every  port  and  other  places, 
against  the  bringing  the  Money  aforesaid."  u 
*  1402.  The  latter  provisions  of  this  Statute  could 
not,  however,  be  carried  into  effect,  on  account  of 
the  great  want  of  small  Money  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  the  Commons  petitioned  the  King  in  Parlia- 
ment, about  two  years  after  this,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  ordain  some  remedy  for  the  great  mis- 
chief amongst  the  poor  people  for  want  of  Halfpen- 
nies and  Farthings  of  Silver,  which  were  wont  to  be, 
and  still  were,  the  most  profitable  Money  to  the  said 
people,  but  were  now  so  scarce,  because  none  were 
worked  nor  made  at  that  time.  Wherefore  the 
people  in  divers  places,  of  great  necessity,  used  the 
Money  of  foreign  lands,  as  Halfpennies  of  Scotland, 
and  others  called  Galey  Halpenysw,  and  in  some 
parts  Halfpennies  divided  (to  the  great  destruction 
and  waste  of  the  said  Money),  and  in  some  places 
Tokens  of  Lead;  so  that  not  only  the  destruction  of 
the  said  Money  was  inevitable,  but  also,  in  process 
of  time,  that  of  all  other  Monies  of  Silver,  as.  Groat, 
Half  Groat,  and  Sterling,,  if  remedy  should  not  be 
applied  to  the  case  x.  *' 

■  Statute  2  H.  IV.  cap.  6,  edition  1577.    This  chapter  is  not 
printed  in  the  common  editions  of  the  Statutes. 

w  So  this  word  is  always  spelled  in  the  printed  Rolls.    It  is 
Halfpennies  10  the  Statute  1 1  H.  IV.  chap.  5. 

x  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  498. 
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The  King  returned  a  favourable  Answer  to  this 
Petition;  and  the  tenth  Chapter  of  a  Statute  which 
passed  in  this  Parliament  made  the  following  provi- 
sion for  the  exigent :  u  Item,  for  the  great  scarcity 
that  is,  at  this  present,  within  the  realm  of  England, 
of  Halfpennies  and  Farthings  of  Silver,  it  is  ordained 
and  stablished?,  that  the  third  part  of  all  the 
Money  of  Silver,  which  shall  be  brought  to  the 
'Bullion,  shall  be  made  in  Halfpence  and  Farthings; 
and  thatof  this  third  part  the  one  half  shall  be  made 
in  Halfpence,  and  the  other  half  in  Farthings ;  and 
the  same  to  do  and  perform,  let  the  Coiner  be  swofn 
in  especial.     And  that  no  Goldsmith,  nor  other  per- 

r 

son,  whatsoever  he  be,  do  to  be  molten  any  such 
Halfpence  or  Farthings,  on  pain  to  pay  to  the  King 
the  quatreble  of  that  which  shall  be  so  molten, 
against  the  form  of  this  Statute."  % 

The  Commons  likewise  represented  the  great 
injury  which  was  sustained  by  the  King  and  the 
Realm  of  England  on  account  of  divers  good  Sta- 
tutes and  Ordinances  (made  in  several  Parliaments 
as  welt  for  the' increase  of  the  King's  Customs  as  for 
the  replenishing  of  Gold  and  Silver  within  the  said 
Realm)  which  had  not  been  duly  nor  justly  ob- 
served, nor  put  in  execution,  as  the  said  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  required. ..."  For  it  was  ordained  by 
them,  that  no  person,  of  what  degree  or  condition 
whatsoever,  should  convey  or  send,  or  cause  to  be 
conveyed  or  sent,  Gold  or  Silver,  in  Money  or  Plate, 
out  of  the  realm,  without  the  King's  special  leave 
and  license. 

V 

y  What  follows  is  in  the  words  of  the  King's  answer. 
«  Statute  4  H.  IV.  cap.  \6,  edition  1577. 
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Also  the  Statute  made  in  the  14th  year  of  King 
Richard  required  that  every  Alien,  of  what  degree 
or  condition  soever,  who  should  bring  merchandize 
into  the,  .realm  of  England,  should  find  sufficient  se- 
curity before  the  Customers  in  the  Port  where  the 
said  merchandizes'  were  brought  and  discharged,  to 
buy  other  merchandizes,  of  the  commodities  of  the 
realm,  to  the  value  of  a  moiety  of  their  merchan- 
dizes so  brought  in  ;  and  the  other  moiety  of  the 
Silver  received  for  their  merchandizes  not  tobe.con^ 
veyed  out  of  the  realm,  without  the  King's  especial 
leave  and  license,  according  to  the  Statute  rpade  in 
the  second  year  of  the  King  *• 

These  representations  of  the  Commons  occasioned 
the  further  provisions  in  the  Statute  referred  to 

1 

above,  the  15th  Chapter  of  which  enacted  as  fol- 
lows: —  "Item  it  is  ordained,  that  all  the  Mer- 
chants, Aliens,  Strangers,  and  Denizeqs,  which 
bring  merchandizes  into  England,  and  sell  the  same 
within  the  realm,  and  receive  English  Money  for* 
the. same,  shall  bestow  the  same  Money  upon  other 
merchandizes  of  England  for  to  bring  the  same  out 
of  the  realm  of  England,  without  carrying  any  Gold 
or  Silver,  in  Coin,  plate,  or  nbass,  out  of  the  said 
realm,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same.  Saving 
always  their  reasonable  expenses*" 

The  l(Sth  Chapter  ordained,  "  That  whereas  in 
divers  Ordinances  and  Statutes  made  before  this 
time  it  was  ordained  and  established,  that  no  man, 
of  what  estate  or  condition  soever  he  should  be, 
should  bring  any  Money,  or  cause  to  be  brought 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  509. 
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Gold  or 'Silver  in  Money,  vessel,  or  plate,  out  of  the 
realm  of  England,  without  special  leave  and  license 
of  our  Lord  the  King ;  and  because  the  same  Ordi- 
nances are  very  profitable  and  available  fpr  him,  and 
for  all  bis  realm,  if  they  were  put  in  due  execution ; 
the  same  our  Lord  the  King,  by  the  advice  and 
assent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  at 
tb6  especial  prayer  of  the  Commons,  hath  ordained 
and  established  that  the  said  Ordinances  be  holden 
and  kept,  and  put  in  due  execution.  And  if  any 
person,  of  whatever  state  or  condition  he  be,  bring 
or  send,  or  cause  to  be  brought  or  sent,  Gold  or 
Silver  in  Money,  vessel,  or  in  plate,  out  of  the 
realm,  without  especial  leave  of  the  King,  except 
for  his  reasonable  expenses  as  is  aforesaid,  he  that 
can  espy  the  same,  upon  a  full  and  lawful  certifica- 
tion thereof  made  to  *the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer 
of  our  Lord  the  King,  shall  have  the  third  part  of 
such  thing  so  espied  for  his  trouble  ;  to  endure  till 
the  next  Parliament."  b 

The  Commons  further  represented,  that  the  first 
Chapter  of  the  said  Statute  of  the  14th  of  King 
Richard,  which  ortlaihed  that  every  Alien  Merchant 
should  bestow  half  the  Money  received  by  him  in 
England  upon  commodities  of  the  realm,  had  not 
been  observed.  To  which  it  was  answered,  Let  the 
*  Treasurer  by  his  office  do  what  appears  to  him  to 
be  for  the  King's  advantage  *. 

They  likewise  complained  that  the  second  Chapter 
of  the  said  Statute,  respecting  the  Exchanges  made 

b  Statute  4  H.  IV.  cap.  15  and  16,  edition  1577. 
£  Rolls  of  Parliament*  vol  1IL  p.  £09. 
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by  Merchants  to  the  Court  of  Rome  (by  which  they 
were  bound  to  purchase,  within  three  months,  com- 
modities of  the  realm  to  an  equal  value  of  the  sum 
exchanged),  had  not  been  enforced. 

To  this  the  King  answered,  Let  it  be  committed 
to  the  Council,  and  let  them  have  power,  by  autho- 
rity of  Parliament,  to  provide  a  remedy,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, by  any  way  they  may  think  most  advan- 
tageous for  the  King  and  the  realm,  between  this/ 
and  the  next  Parliament d ;  and  Proclamation  was 
accordingly  made,  to  that  effect,  in  the  same  yeare. 

An  Indenture  was  executed,  a  short  time  before 
the  passing  of  the  above  Statute,  by  the  King  and 
Walter  Merwe,  Master  of  the  Mint,  upon  the  same 
terms  as  that  of  the  25th  of  Edward  III. f 

1403.  In  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at 
Westminster  in  his  fifth  year  the  Commons  prayed 
the  King,  that  no  one  should  in  future  use  to  mul- 
tiply Gold  nor  Silver,  nor  the  craft  of  multiplica- 
tion. And  that  if  any  one  should  be  convicted 
thereof,  he  should  incur  the  pain  of  felony:  be-: 
cause  many  persons,  under  pretence  of  the  said' 
multiplication,  did  make  counterfeit  Money,  to  the 
great  defraud  of  the  King,  and  damage  to  his 
people*. 

In  compliance  with  this  representation  the  words 
of  their  Petition  were  framed  into  a  Law,  which 

d  Rolla  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  510. 

e  CI.  3  H.  IV.  m.  <2.  dors.  There  must  be  a  mistake  in  this 
date.  The  Proclamation  seems  to  have  been  made  in  compliance 
with  the  foregoing  Petition. 

f  CI.  3  H.  IV.  pt.  2.  m.  9.  dors.     Lowndes,  p.  37. 

%  Rolls  of  Parliament,  Vol.  III.  p.  540. 
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forms  the  fourth  Chapter  of  the  Statute  which  was 
made  in  that  Parliament h. 

The  Commons  also  stated  to  the  King,  that  by 
the  great  crafts,  frauds,  and  deceits  of  long  time 
past,  and  at  that  present,  used,  as  well  between  the 
Merchants  aliens  and  the  foreign  Mariners  coming 
and  repairing  to  the  realm  of  England,  or  continu- 
ing in  the  same,  great  sums  were  from  year  to  year 
carried  away  and  alienated  by  them  and  their  depu- 
ties, as  well  under  pretence  of  merchandizes  as  of 
great  exchanges  temporal  and  spiritual  yearly  made 
and  used,  whereby  the  said  realm  must  incur  total 
destruction  and  want  of  Gold  and  Silver,  if  speedy 
remedy  were  not  applied.  They  therefore  petitioned 
the  King,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  make^  in  the 
present  Parliament,  Ordinances  and  Statutes,  and 
establish  them  throughout  the  realm,  that  where 
the  said  Merchants  and  Mariners  aliens  and  strangers 
should  repair  or  continue,  there  two  persons  lawful, 
liege,  right  honest  and  sufficient,  should  have  com- 
mission from  the  King's  Council  to  survey  and 
com p troll  all  the  sums  of  the  said  exchanges  tempo- 
ral and  spiritual,  and  also  the  value  of  the  merchan- 
dizes after  their  sale  to  the  Merchants  denizens,  so 
that  the  Gold  received  for  such  merchandizes  should 
be  entirely  expended  in  merchandize  of  the  commo- 
dity of  the  said  realm  :  excepted  and  reserved  to  the 
said  Merchants  and  Mariners,  aliens  and  strangers, 
for  their  expenses  during  their  continuance  in  the 
realm,  under  the  inspection  of  the  said  Surveyors 
and  Comptrollers.     And  that  soon  after  the  buying 

k  Statute  5  H.  IV.  chap.  4,  edition  1577. 
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of  the  said  merchandizes,  the  Merchants  buyers 
should  certify  to  the  said  Surveyor  and  Comptrol- 
ler the  amount  of  the  merchandize  bought  of  the 
said  Merchants  strangers.  And  that  it  should  be 
done  in  like  manner  by  those  who  should  make  ex- 
changes with  the  Merchants  strangers,  without  con- 
cealment. And  that  no  subject  should  in  future  pay 
for  merchandize,  nor  exchange,  in  hard  Money,  or 
by  barter,  except  under  the  inspection  of  the  said 
Officers.  And  that  the  Officers,  Surveyors,  and 
Comptrollers,  should  look  to  as  well  the  merchan- 
dizes of  Merchant  strangers  as  the  exchanges  spiri- 
tual and  temporal,  so  that  the  Gold  and  Treasure 
should  be  retained  within  the  Realm  K  And,  for 
the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  riches  of 
the  realm,  that  a  reasonable  punishment,  according 
to  his  Majesty's  high  discretion,  should,  in  that 
Parliament,  be  appointed,  ordained,  and  established 
by  law  against  all  those  who  should  offend  in  the 
points  above-mentioned,  for  charity's  sake. 

They  professed^  however,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  their  Petition  to  expel  the  merchants 
strangers  out  of  the  realm,  but  only  that  the  Gold 
of  the  merchandizes  of  merchants  and  mariners, 
aliens  and  strangers,  together  with  the  Gold  of  the 
said  exchanges  spiritual  and  temporal,  should  be 
expended  entirely  in  merchandizes  of  the  commo- 
dities of  the  realm,  so  that  the  Gold  should  remain 

i  They  say,  that  those  who  would  oppose  the  dispatch  and 
execution  of  their  Petition  do  not  know  half  the  frauds,  subtil- 
ties,  and  deceits  of  the  merchants  strangers,  by  which  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  realm  was  impeded  and  ruined. 


266  ANNALS    OF   THE   COINAGE. 

in  the  realm,  to  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  the 
treasure  thereof*. 

The  Statute  of  his  fifth  year  was  drawn  in  the 
words  of  the  King's  answer  to  this  Petition,  and 
comprised  all  the  Ordinances  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mons, except  that  which  related  to  the  paying  for 
merchandizes,  or  the  making  exchanges,  in  hard 
cash,  or  by  barter,  only,  under  the  inspection  of 
the  Officers,  of  which  no  notice  was  taken. 

By  the  ninth  chapter  of  this  Statute  it  was 
enacted,  that,  for  the  better  keeping  of  Gold  and 
Silver  within  the  realm  of  England,  and  for  the 
increase  of  the  commodities  of  the  said  realm,  the 
Statutes  which  were  made  to  that  effect  in  the  last 
Parliament  should  be  continued,  and  kept,  and  put 
in  due  execution;  with  this  addition,  that  the 
King's  Customers  and  Comptrollers,  in  all  parts  of 
England,  should  take  sufficient  sureties  for  all  man- 
ner of  merchandizes  brought  by  the  merchants 
aliens  and  strangers,  who  should  come  and  repair 
to  the  said  ports,  to  the  intent  that  the  Money 
taken  for  such  merchandize  should  be  employed 
upon  the  commodities  of  the  realm,  saving  their 
reasonable  costs,  as  in  the  same  Statute  was  con- 
tained mbre  fully. 

And  also  that  the  said  merchants  aliens  and 
strangers  should  sell  their  merchandizes,  so  brought 
within  the  said  realm,  within  a  quarter  of  a  year 
next  after  their  coming  into  the  same;  and  also 
that  the  Money  which  should  be  delivered  by  ex- 
change in  England  should  be  employed  upon  the 

k  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  HI.  p.  543. 
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commodities  of  the  realm,  within  the  same  realm, 
upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  said  Money. 

And,  that  no  merchant,  alien  or  stranger,  should 
sell  any  manner  of  merchandize  to  any  other  mer- 
chant, alien  or  stranger,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
the  same  merchandize. 

And  also,  that  in  every  City,  Town,  and  Port  of 
the  Sea  in  England,  where  the  said  Merchants 
aliens  or  strangers  were,  or  should  be,  repairing, 
sufficient  hosts  should  be  assigned'  to  the  said  Mer- 
chants by  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  or  Bailiffs  of  the  said 
Cities,  &c. ;  and  that  the  said  Merchants  aliens 
and  strangers  should  dwell  in  no  other  place,  but 
with  their  said  hosts  so  to  be  assigned  ;,  and  that  the 
same  hosts  should  take  for  their  trouble  in  the  man* 
ner  as  was  accustomed  in  old  time. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  waste  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
the  13th  chapter  of  the  same  Statute  enacted  what 
things  should  be  gilt  or  silvered,  and  provided  that 
a  p?rt  of  the  base  metal  should  always  be  left  ex- 
posed, to  the  intent  that  a  man  might  see  whereof 
the  thing  was  made1. 

1404.  In  the  next  Parliament  the  Italian  Mer- 
chants petitioned  for  relief  from  that  part  of  the 
Statute,  of  the  preceding  year,  which  fixed  the  time 
within  which  merchandize  should  be  soldm. 

That  Clause  was,  in  consequence,  declared  to  be 
utterly  void  and  annulled  for  ever,  by  a  Statute 
which  was  now  made,  because  the  King  had  found 
the  same  to  be  hurtful  and  prejudicial,  as  well  for 

1  Statute  5  H.  IV.  chap.  9  and  13. 

n  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  553; 
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himself  and  his  realm  as  for  the  Merchants  aliens 
and  strangers.  And  it  was  declared,  that  the  said 
Merchants  aliens  and  strangers  should  be  at  their 
free  disposition  to  sell  their  merchandizes  in  the 
manner  as  they  did  before  the  making  of  the  said 
Ordinance ;  saving  always  the  franchises  and  liber- 
ties of  the  City  of  London.  And  further  provided 
always,  that  the  said  Merchants  aliens  and  strangers 
should  not  carry  nor  cause  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
realm  any  merchandizes  brought  within  the  realm  by 
the  aforesaid  Merchants  aliens  and  strangers. 

The  first  chapter  of  this  Statute  was  •  intended  to 
prevent  the  payment  to  the  Church  of  Rome  of  more 
for  First  Fruits  than  had  been  accustomed,  by  which 
large  sums  had  been  carried  out  of  the  realm  n. 

The  Italian  Merchants  also  petitioned  that  they 
ipight  not  be  held  to  employ  within  the  realm  the 
Money  received  in  exchange  between  Merchant  and 
Merchant;  and  that  they  might  be  permitted  to 
employ  upon  merchandize,  of  the  Staple  of  Calais, 
or  in  England,  the  Money  which  they  should  take 
for  exchange  made  in  England  by  Clerks  and  Pil- 
grims.   This  was  refused  °. 

False  Money  still  continued  to  be  brought  into 
the  realm,  notwithstanding  the  Statutes  which  had 
been  made  to  prevent  that  practice.  The  Scotch 
appear  to  have  been  the  chief  practisers  of  this 
fraud ;  for  about  the  year  140 6  we  find  the  Com- 
mons representing,  that  whereas  the  Scotch  (under 
and  by  colour  of  safe  conduct  from  the  King)  com- 

d  Statute  6  H.  IV.  chap.  4  and  1. 

o  Roll*  of  Parliament,  vol.  HI.  p.  553. 
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ing  into  the  realm  did  bring  with  them  false  Money 
of  Scotland,  resembling  the  Coin  of  England,  and 
of  false  alloy;  namely,  certain  Knights  and  Esquires 
of  Scotland,  some  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  some 
forty  Pounds  of  Halfpennies,  to  the  defrauding  of 
the  common  people  of  England.  They  therefore 
besought  the  king  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  or- 
dain, in  the  present  Parliament,  that  every  Scotch, 
man,  of  what  estate  or  condition  soever,  who  should 
come  into  England,  with  safe  conduct,  or  other- 
wise, and  bring  with  him  such  false  Money  into 
England,  and  all  others,  aliens  or  denizens,  who 
should  bring  Galey-Halfpenyes  into  England,  to 
the  defrauding  of  the  people,  and  thereof  should  be 
convicted,  should  incur  the  pain  of  life  and  limb. 

It  was  not  thought  expedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  this  petition  to  its  utmost  extent ;  but  the  King 
replied,  Let  the  Statutes  in  this  case  made  be  kept 
and  observed,  and  put  in  due  execution  P.  The 
former  Statutes  being  doubtless  considered  as  suffi- 
ciently penal,  without  making  the  offence  capital. 

In  this  year  a  license  was  granted  to  the  mer- 
chants of  the  Company  of  Lucca,  dwelling  in  Lon- 
don, to  remit  certain  Monies  to  foreign  parts  by 
letter  of  exchange,  provided  that  no  Gold  nor  Silver, 
in  Mass  or  in  Money,  should  be  transmitted  uader 
pretence  of  such  license  *.       .      .  • 

These  Licenses  appear  to  have  been  frequently 
granted.  Another  occurs  in  the  following  year, 
1407 r.  ^ 

P  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  600. 

q  CI.  7  H.  IV.  m.  IS.  *  CL  8  H.  IV.  tn.  23. 
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Another  .Statute  was  made,  ill  this  year,  to  pre- 
vent that  increasing  evil,  the  carrying  of  Money  out 
of  the  realm  to  the  Court  of  Rome.     By  this  the 
former  Statutes  of  King  Edward  (II.   and   King 
Richard  II.,  and  of  the  present  King,  with  all  pains 
/  L*u-jfcM anc'  Editions  t0  the  same,  were  commanded  to  be 
_   ^  .      firmly  holden  and  kept,  the  moderation  of  the.  said 
y       ^y?  Statutes  made  before  the  time  of  the  present  Kine 

"a      *—  J.     .The  fifth  Chapter  of  the  Statute  made  in  his  1 1th 
-  ^fe^4/^    year,  1409,  enacted,  that  the  Galy-Halfpence  (which 
^^  *^^did  commonly  run  in  the  realm  for  payment,  in 
derogation  of  the  King's  Crown,  and  in  great  deceit 
'  of  the  common  people)  should  never  be  current  in 

payment,  nor  in  other  manner,  within  the  realm  of 
England,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  thereof.  And 
moreover  that  they  should  be  forfeited  in  whose 
hands  soever  ihey  should  be  found  after  two  months 
from  the  date  of  the  Statute.  ,  And  also  that  all  the 
Statutes  and  Ordinances  made  aforetime,  either  by 
the  King  himself  or  by  his  Progenitors,  not  re- 
pealed, as  well  of  Money  of  Scotland  as  of  the 
Money  of  other  realms,  and  parts  beyond  the  Sea, 
should  be  holden,  and  kept,  and  put  in  due  exe- 
cution. 

The  seventh  chapter  forbade  the  conveyance  of 
Gold  and  Silyer  clandestinely  out  of  the  realm. 
This  had.  been  effected  by  concealing  those  metals 
in  packages  of  cloth,  and  in  barrels  and  other  vessels. 
The  eighth  Chapter  enforced  the  observation  of 
the  Statute  of  the  14th  of  Richard  II.,  by  which 

*  Statute  9  H.  IV.  chap.  8,.cd.  1577. 
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merchants  who  made  exchanges  to  the  Court  of 
Rome  were  bound  to  buy,  within  three  months 
after  such  exchange  made,  merchandizes  of  the 
•Staple,  or  other  commodities  of  the  land,  of  equal 
value:  with  this  addition,  that  the  Chancellor 
-of  England  for  the  time  being  should,  from  fif- 
teen days  to  fifteen  days,  send  the  Estreats  of  the 
Writs  of  exchanges  into  the  Exchequer ;  and  that 
the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  said  Exchequer 
should  have  power,  by  authority  of  Parliament,  to 
examine  the  Customer  in  such  case,  and  to  punish 
those  who  should  be  found  guihy  against  the  form 
of  the  said  Statute l. 

These  last  two  Chapters  appear  to  have  been 
-  enacted  in  consequence  of  a  representation  which 
was  made,  by  the  Commons,  to  the  King  in  Par- 
liament, of  the  manner  in  which  ecclesiastical  per- 
sons advanced  to  dignities  in  the  church  had  made 
their  exchanges.  The  Lombards  and  Albertines, 
dwelling  in  London,  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
from  them  Plate,  Vessel,  or  Coin,  for  the  purpose 
of  exchange,  which  they  afterward  conveyed  pri- 
vately out  of  the  realm.  The  King,  in  his  answer, 
directed  that  the  Statute  of  the  14th  of  Richard  II. 
should  be  kept  and  observed ;  and  made  the  further 

- 1  Statute  11  H.  IV,  chap  5,  7,  and  8,  ed.  1577.  The  Galley 
Halfpence  are  supposed  to  have  received  their  denomination 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  imported  into  the  realm  by 
the  Genoese*  Gallies.  —  Cowel,  sub  voce,  says,  "  Sir  Francis  Ba- 
con writes  them  GauTs-Halfpence  5  and,  'tis  like,  more  truly." 
I  know  not  where  it  is  so  written  by  Bacon  5  but  it  is  contrary 
to  the  orthography  vf  the  antient  editions  of  the  Statutes. 

11  ■  ■     il  ■!■■■        1      -  >* -  1  --  1  mm  m\  1      11 

,  *  Rather  Venetian)  see  p.  277. 
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provisions  which  are  contained  in  the  above-recited 
Chapters  u. 

141 1.  In  his  13th  year  the  Statute  which  forbade 
the  currency  of  Galy  Halfpence,  and  also  of  the 
Money  of  Scotland  and  of  other  realms  beyond  the 
sea,  was  commanded  to  be  firmly  holden  and  kept, 
and  put  in  due  execution  in  all  points,  on  account 
of  the  great  deceits  which  were  practised  in  a) I  those 
Coins  w. 

The  same  Parliament  which  passed  the  Statute 
for  this  purpose  also  made  the  following  Ordinance 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Money  of  the  realm  :  — 
"  Item,  because  of  the  great  scarcity  of  Money  at 
this  time  within  the  realm  of  England,  and  because 
of  other  mischiefs  and  causes  manifest,  by  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Commons,  it  is  ordained 
and  assented,  that  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the 
Tower  of  London  shall  make  of  every  Pound  of 
Gold,  of  the  weight  of  the  Tower,  fifty  Nobles  of 
Gold,  and  of  the  same  Pound  and  weight  of 
Silver  thirty  Shillings  of  Sterlings x;  so  that  this 
Gold  and  Silver  shall  be  of  as  good  Allay  as  the  old 
Money,  as  well  within  the  Town  of  Calais  as  in  the 
Tower  of  London.  And  in  like  manner  shall  be 
made  all  other  kinds  of  Money,  which  were  wont 
to  be  made  in  antient  times  by  royal  authority  and 
gran^ 

u  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  III.  p.  6%6. 

w  Statute  13  H.  IV.  chap.  6. 

*  This  brought  the  Coins  down  to  the  following  weights  — 
Groat,  60  grains;  Half-Groat,  30  grains;  Fenny,  15  grains  5 
Halfpenny,  7\  grains  ;  Farthing,  3f  grains;. 
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u  The  said  Ordinance  to  commence  from  Easter 
next  coming,  and  to  continue  to  the  end  of  two 
years.  Provided  always,  that  if  at  the  end  of  the 
said  two  years  it  appeareth  that  the  said  Ordinance 
is  contrary  to  the  good  and  profit  of  the  King  and 
bis  realm,  that  then  the  said  Ordinance  shall  ut- 
terly cease.  And  that  the  King,  by  advice  of  his 
Council,  will  renew,  reform,  and  amend  the  same, 
for  the  good  and.  profit  of  himself  and  of  his,  said 
Tealm,  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  case,  this  Ordi- 
nance notwithstanding.'9  > 

Daniel  says,  that  though  the  King  had  no  Tax 
granted  this  Parliament  (i;  e.  no  Tenths  nor.  Fif- 
teenths), yet  he  so  well  managed  the  business  of  the 
Coinage,  that  he  raised  as  good  a  fund  by  it ;  for, 
partly  by  seizing  of  forfeited  Money,  and  partly  by 
coining  new  Nobles,  which  he  .made  a  Groat  lighted 
than  the  old,  he  much  enriched  his  own  Treasury  *; 
'1412.  In  the  following  year  Thomas  Duke  of 
Clarence,  the  King's  son,  was  appointed  his  Lieu^ 

y  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol,  lit.  p.  658.  This,  though  it  irf 
entitled  an  Ordinance  only,  and  repeatedly  so  called  in  the  body 
of  the  instrument,  appears  to  have  all  the  essentials  of  a  Statute. 
In  this  year  [14  J 1],  says  Grafton,  the  King  abased  the  Coins  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  current  in  his  realm 
at  such  value  as  before  they  had  gone,  where  indeed  the  Noble 
was  worse  by  four  Pence  than  the  other  was;  and  likewise  was 
the  Coin  of  Silver  current  after  the  same  rate.  [Chronicle,  sub 
anno.]  Holinshed  and  Stow  repeat  this,  but  under  the  year 
J412. 

*  Parliamentary  History,  wl.  II-  p.  12$,  quoting  Daniel,  in 
K«met,  p.  301.  But  the  reference  should  bave  been  to  Trussell, 
the  Continue?  of  Daniel's  History,  which  ends  with  the  reign  of 
Edward  HI.  The  passage  does  not  occur  in  an  edition  of  Tms- 
sell's  Histories,  folio,  London,  1641, 

VOL.  II.  '    T  v 
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feftant  in  the  Duchy  of  Guienne,  with  full  power  to 
make  Money  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Billon  of  the 
King's  Coin,  as  often  as  he  should  think  fit,  at  such 
current  value  as  should  be  for  the  honour  and  profit 
of  the^  King  and  the  country  *. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  last  act  of  Henry 
relating  to  his  Mints.  He  died  on  the  20th  of 
March  14*2-13. 

The  Coins  which  were  struck  in  England  by  this 
Monarch,  before  his  13th  year,  were  of  the  same 
weight  as  those  of  the  preceding  reign,  and  are  there- 
fore easily  to  be  known  from  those  of  his  immedi- 
ate Successors ;  and  the  Gold  Money  is  distin- 
guished by  the  Arms  of  France  being  Sem&  of 
Fleurs  de  Lis,  and  not  charged  with  three- only; 
which  mode  of  bearing  was  first  introduced  by  Ring 
Henry  the  Fifth,  on  whose  $6al  it  appeared  when 
he  was  Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his 
Father b.  The  Gold  Money  which  was  struck  by 
virtue  of  the  Ordinance  of  his  13th  year  is  of  the  same 
weight  as  the  Coins  of  King  Henry  V,  and  those  of 
the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  his  Son,  and  therefore 
is  to  be  known  from  thefci  only  by  the  different 
manner  in  which  the  Arms  of  France  are  borne c. 

a  Vase.  13  H.  IV.  m.  4.  Rymer,  VIII.  ?5S.  Ducarel's  Post- 
script, p.  7.  b  Sandford,  p.  277. 

c  Sandford  is  of  opinion  that  Henry  IV.  (though  he  made  use 
of  no  other  .Seal  than  that  in  which  the,  Fleurs  de  Lis  were 
Seme)  was  the  first  King  of  England  that,  in  imitation  of  his 
contemporary  Charles  VI.,  reduced  the  number  to  three  fleurs. 
de  Lis;  because  they  occur  so  in  his  escutcheon,  on  his  t^mb.  nr 
Canterbury,  and  because  his  son,  the.  Prince  of  Wales,  bore 
them  in  that  manner  during  the  life  of  his  father,  in  the  sijeth.. 
seventh,  and  eighth  years  of  his  reign.     Ubi  sup. 
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The  Silver  Coinage  of  that  date  cannot  be  now  dis- 
tinguished from  the  Money  of  Henry  V.  prior  to  his 
ninth  year,  except  that  remarkable  Coin  with  the 
Arabick  numeral  4  (of  which  a  representation  is 
given  in  the  Supplemental  Plate  I.  N°  41)  can  be 
admitted  as  genuine.  It  first  appeared  in  the  Plates 
of  Withy  and  Ryall,  Plate  V1IL  N°  W  from  the 
very  suspicious  Cabinet  of  Mr.  White  d. 

No  Irish  Coins  of  his  are  known. 
% Specimens  of  his  Anglo-Gallic  Money  are  given, 
because  they  are  appropriated  to  him  by  Dr.  Du- 
carel,  though  his  arguments  are  far  from  being  sa- 
tisfactory, and  the  Coins  might  with  equal  pro- 
priety be  classed  .under  the  reign  either  of  his  Son  or 
Grandson  e. 

'  His  name  is  written  henric  or  henricvs,  with 
the  title  of  rex  anglie  et  francie  dqminvs  hiber- 
nie  et  A&V1TAN1E.  On  his  Great  Seal  it  is  the  same 
as  that  of  his  immediate  Predecessor. 

If  Dr.  DucarePs  appropriation  of  the  Anglo-Gallic 
Coins  be  correct,  they  will  give  the  following  various 
spellings  of  his  name — eric,  hertc,  and  henrie. 

d  See  Specimens  of  his  Gold  Coinage  in  Plate  I.  N»s  13,  14, 
Plate  II.  N°  6 ;  which  if  it  be  his,  must,  by  the  weight  [108£ 
grains],  have  been  struck  after  his  13th  year;  and  Supplement, 
Plate  VI.  N°  20. 

•  The  Groat  in  Plate  IV.  N°  8  must,,  if  his,  also  be  of  his  Inst 
Coinage;  as  must  that  likewise  in  Supplement,  Plate  II.  N°  41; 
for  neither  of  them  exceeds  60  grains  in  weight.  The  heavy 
Groat,  in  the  same  Plate,  N°  40,  is  of  some  Comage  prior  to 
that  period. 

«  The  Anglo-Gallic  Coins  in  our  Plates  are  given  in  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  Dr.*Ducarel,  Q&fl  his  reasons  for  the  appropri- 
ation are  assigned  in  the  Description  of  the  Plates,. 

,T  2  ,   t 
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It  appears,  from  the  Records  quoted  above,  that 
he  had  Mints  at 

LONDON,  BORDEAUX,  and  CALAIS  ; 

but  the  London  Mint  is  the  only  one  whose  prodnc*- 
tions  can  now  be  certainly  ascertained.  ? 
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1412-13.  Henry  the  Fifth  was  in  the  flower  of 
Iiis  age  when  he  succeeded  to  the  throne  upon  the 
death  of  his  Father,  The  early  years  of  this  M07 
narch  gave  no  promise  of  that  wisdom  which  ;hi& 
riper  manhood  displayed.  His  youthful  excesses, 
however,  were  repaired  by  a  steady  and  manly  re- 
pentance, and  gave  place  to  dignified  conduct,  and 
the  display  of  consummate  abilities,  both  as  a  Sol- 
dier and  as  a  Statesman. 

* 

At  a  very  early  period  after  his  accession  he^ 
turned  his  thoughts  to  the  state  of  the  Coinage  in 
his  dominions ;  and  finding  that  the  treasure  of  the 
realm  was  fraudulently  exported  by  Alien  French- 
men,  who  had  been  appointed  to  benefices  within 
the  kingdom,  contrary  to  the  Statute  of  the  13th  of 
Richard  II.  (under  colour  of  having  been- made 
Denizens  by  the  King's  Letters  Patent,  which  Let- 
ters  they  had  obtained  in  virtue  of  an  oath  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  continue  within  the 
realm),  he,  in  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at 
Westminster  in  his  first  year,  enactedf  that  the 
Ordinances  against  such  practices  should  be  firmly*' 
holden  and  kept,  and  duly  put  in  execution  K 

t  Statute  1  tf.  V.  chap.  7. 
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In  m  General  Pardon  which  was  granted  in  this 
year,  the  Officers,  or  Ministers,  of  the  Mystery  of 
Money,  Coinage,  or  Exchange,  in  the  City  of 
London  and  Vill  of  Calais,  who  had  not  given  se~ 
curity  for  their  appearance  in  Chancery  to  answer 
such  things  as  had  been  objected  against  them,  and 
who,  on  account  of  some,  offences  against  the  law, 
and  of  fines  which  in  the  last  Parliament  of  the  late 
King  had  teen  imposed  upon  them,  were  not  yet 
fully  cleared,  were  excepted;  and  held  to  their  ap- 
pearance in  Chancery.  The  forfeiture  of  their  land*, 
&c.  to  the  King  being  still  reserved  to  him  s„ 

The  alterations  which  were  made  in  the  standard 
of  the  Coins,  by  the  Ordinance  of  Parliament  in 
the  13th  year  of  the  late  King,  were  now  established 
by  an  Indenture  between  the  King  and  Lodowick 
or  Lowys  John,  Master  and  Worker  of  the  Mints 
of  London  and  Calais  K 

'  1414*  Writs  were  issued,  in  this  year,  to  Wil- 
liam Crowmere,  Mayor  and  Escheator  of  the  City 
of  London,  and  to  the  Searchers  of  the  Port  of 
London,  which  stated,  that  whereas  it  had  been 
usual  aforetime  for  the  Merchants  of  Venice,  who 
came  in  their  gallies,  to  bring  their  own  Money  of 
Venice,  called  Galley  Halfpence,  with  them  into 
England,  to  make  their  merchandizes  with  *  to  the 
injury  of  the  people,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Statute  by  which  such  Money  was  forfeited  to 
the  King;  it  was  therefore  commanded,  that  all 
Merchants,  and  others,  of  Venice,  who  should  enter 

s  Claus.  1  H.  V.  m.  34.  dors.    Rymer,  IX,  3, 
b  Claus.  1  H.  V.  ro.  35,  dors. 
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the  Port 'of  London,  ^should  be  diligently  searched 
to  know  whether  such  Money  were  within  their 
Gallies;  and  that  the  possessors  of  such  Money 
should  be  strictly  enjoined  not  to  do  any  thing  con- 
trary *to  that  Statute;  but,  if  they  would  mer- 
chandize with  it,  to  bring  it  to  the  Mint  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  there  to  be  coined \ 

In  this  year  twq  Parliaments  were  holden.  The 
first  at  Leicester,  where  the  Commons  represented 
to  the  King  the  mischiefs  which  would  ensue,  when- 
ever peace  was  made  with  France,  from  the  sums  of 
Money  «which  would  year  by  year  be  remitted  from 
the  Alien  Priories,  in  England,  to  their  chief 
Houses  abroad;  and  petitioned  the  King  to  take 
such  Priories  into  the  hands  of  himself  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  with  some  few  exceptions,  which  they 
stated  in  their  Petition.  ,  To  this  the  King  gave  his 
consent k. 

The  second  Parliament  met  at  Westminster/  and 
amongst  other  things,  made  an  Ordinance  for  the 
Money  of  the  realm,  to  remove,  as  it  is  therein 
stated,  the  damages,  mischiefs,  and  deceits  which  so 
abounded  in  the  kingdom,  from  the  Washers,  Clip- 
pers,  and  Counterfeiters  of  the  Money  of  the  land. 
It  was  therefore  agreed  and  consented,  by  all  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons, 
assembled  in  Parliament,  that  the  King,  by  full 
authority  of  the  same  Parliament,  should  apply 
such  remedy,  ordinance,  and  provision,  as  he  should 
think  most  profitable  and  expedient  for  himself  and 

*  Claus.SH.  V.  in.  19. 

k  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  22. 
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his  people ;  such  ordinance  and  provision  to  con- 
tinue in  force  until  the  next  Parliament.  So  that  if 
it  should  appear  to  the  King,  and  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  assembled  in  the  next  Parliament,  that 
the  said  ordinance  and  provision  were  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  then  that  they  should  be  es- 
tablished, in  the  same  next  Parliament,  as  a  Statute 
to  endure  for  ever.  And  if  not,  that  then  such  altera- 
tion might  be  made  as  should  appear  to  the  King 
most  advantageous  and  necessary  in  that  behalf,  by 
the  advice,  counsel,  and  consent  of  those  who  should 
by  summons  come  to  the  same  next  Parliament  K 

At  the  same  time  an  Act  was  made  to  regulate  the 
Alloy  of  Silver  used  for  the  purpose  of  gilding, 
which  was  fixed  at  the  Alloy  of  the  English  Stea- 
ling, and  the  price  of  the  Pound  Troy  so  gilt 
to  be  no  more  than  forty-six  Shillings  and  eight 
.Pence,  at  the  most,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  to  the 
King  the  value  of  the  thing  so  sold  m.  This  was 
done  in  compliance  with  a  Petition  of  the  Com* 
mons,  in  which  they  stated,  that  the  Goldsmiths: 
would  not  sell  the  wares  of  their  mystery  gilt  but  at 
double  the  price  of  the  Silver  of  the  samen, 

1415.  In  his  third  year  the  Commqns  laid  be- 
fore the  Lords  assembled  in  Parliament  a  Petition 
from  John  Aleyn  and  others,  in  the  following  tefms: 
ci  To  the  most  discreet  the  Commons  ii^  the  present 
Parliament  assembled,  humbly  pray  John  Aleyn, 
William  Beverage,  John  Abbot,  Aleyn  Forroan, 
John  Coventre,  Everard  Flete,  William  Trymnell* 

1  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  3d. 

m  Statute  2  H,  V.  Statute  2,  Chap.  4.  ,         ' 

»  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  52. 
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Thomas  Brown,  Thoqias  Burbache,  Esmon  Thorpe, 
Richard  Flete,  Phelip  Abbord,  and  John  Victor* 
that,  whereas  we  lately  had,  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, in  the  hands  of  Richard  Garner,  then  Master 
of  the  Mystery  of  the  Mint  within  the  said  lower, 
certain  sums  of  Gold  of  old  Money,  amounting  to 
five  hundred  and  eighty-five  Pounds,  eighteen  Shil- 
lings, and  four  Pence,  to  be  coined  into  new  Money, 
which  has  never  been  returned  to  us  ;  and  whereas 
our  Petition  presented  (in  the  last  Parliament  hoUJen 
at  Leicester)  to  the  King  our  Sovereign  Lord,  and 
by  him,  by  authority  of  the  said  Parliament,  com-* 
mitted  to  the  Chancellor  of  England  fdr  the  time 
being,  therein  to  apply  remedy  and  do  justice  (as 
appears  by  the  indorsement  of  the  said  Petition),  is 
not  yet  determined,  whereby  the  said  Petitioners 
are  put  to  great  losses,  troubles,  and  expenses, 
Wherefore  may  it  please  your  most  profound  wis^ 
dom  to  petition  our  said  Lord  the  King  to  com- 
tnand  his  Chancellor  of  England,  that,  according  to 
the  effect  of  the  said  Petition,  and  the  Indorsement 
of  the  same,  he  do  to  every  of  the  said  Petitioners 
full  justice  and  remedy,  according  to  his  discretion; 
as  good  faith  and  reason  require,  without  granting 
further  delay  in  the  case,  for  God's  sake,  and  as  a 
work  of  charity.  Considering,  most  discreet  Sirs> 
that  although  the  said  Petitioners  have  often  pro- 
ceeded, in  divers  Parliaments  and  Great  Councils 
to  obtain  restitution  of  their  said  Money,  yet  still 
they  have  pot,  nor  cannot  have  the  same,  to  the 
great  hindrance  and  impoverishment  of  their  estate." 
Thia  Petition  being  read,  and  fully  understood, 
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in  the  same  Parliament,  was  again  referred  to  the 
Chancellor0. 

In  consequence  of  a  Petition  of  the  Commons 
presented  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Guardian  of  Eng- 
land p,  and  the  Lords  assembled ,  in  the  present 
Parliament,  praying  that  the  Statute  of  the  lltb 
year  of  the  King's  Father,  against  Galley  Halfpence, 
&c.  might  be  enforced  <*,  it  was  enacted,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
at  the  request  of  the  Commons,  that  Galley  Half- 
pence, and  the  Money  called  Suskine  and  Doitkiner, 
and  all  manner  of  Scotish  Money  of  Silver,  should 
be  put  out,  and  not  be  current,,  in  future,  for  any 
payment  in  the  realm  of  England.  And  also,  that 
Proclamation  should  be  made  through  all  the  Coun- 
ties of  England,  within  the  Franchises  and  without, 
and  elsewhere,  that  all  persons  having  Galley  Half- 
pence, Suskines  or  Doitkines s,  should  bring  them 
to  the  Kings  Exchanges,  before  the  Feast  of  Easter 
next  ensuing,  there  to  be  broken  ;  and  those  which 
should  be  found  good  Silver,  there  to  be  stricken 
and  coined  into  English  Halfpennies ;  and  that  ail 

o  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  67. 

P  The  King  was  then  engaged  in  the  invasion  of  France.    . 

<l  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  69.  ' 

'The  last  term  was  used  to  express  Money  of  very  small 
value.  Holinshed  says  that  the  Mayor,  at  the  conclusion  of  hi* 
office  in  1551,  owed  no  wan  a  Dotkin.  [Description  of  Ire- 
land, p.  21.]     We  should  now  'use  the  word  Doit. 

s  The  Suskine  was  certainly  the  Flemish  Seskin,  or  piece  of 
six  Mites ;  the  Doitkine,  the  Holland  Duitkin,  or  Doitkin,  of 
two  Penningens.  Spelling's  View  of  {he  Silver  Coin,  p.  18, 
note  (y),  / 
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t  » 

they  who  after  the  said  Feast  of  Easter  should  make, 
coin,  buy,  or  bring  into  the  realm  of  England sany 
Galley  Halfpence,  Suskines  or  Doitkines,  to  sell 
them,  or  to  put  them  in  payment,  in  the  said 
realm,  and  thereof  should  be  attainted,  should  be 
judged  as  felons,  arid  forfeit  all  their  lands,  tene- 
ments, goods,  and  chattels.  And  that  the  Lords  of 
whom  such  lands  and  tenements  were  holden  should 
have  and  enjoy  the  forfeitures,  as  in  other  cases  of 
felony.-  And  if  any  of  the  King's  liege  subjects,  or 
other  persons,  should  pay  or  receive  any  of  the  said 
Coins  within  the  realm  of  England,  and  thereof  be 
duly  attainted,  they,  should  forfeit  an  hundred  Shil- 
lings for  every  time  of  such  receipt  or  payment ; 
whereof  the  King  to  take  one  half,  and  whoever 
should  sue  for  the  King,  and  thereof  attaint  them, 
the  other.  Also,  that  all  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
the  several  Counties  of  England,  and  all  Mayors 
and  Bailiffs  within  Cities  and  Boroughs,  and  Stew- 
ards of  Lords  in  view  of  Frank-plevdge  *,  should  have 
power- to  inquire,  by  good  Inquests  to  be  taken  be- 
fore them,  of  all  the  matters  aforesaid.  And  that 
the  said  Mayors  and  Bailiffs,  after  the  said  Inquests 

t  The  Court-leet,  or  View  of  Frank-pledge,  is  a  Court  of 
Record,  held  once  in  the  year,  and  not  oftener,  within  a  parti- 
cular hundred,  lordship,  or  manor,  before  the  Steward  of  the 
Leet ;  being  the  King's  Court  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Lords 
of  those  hundreds  or  manors.  Its  original  intent  was  to  view 
the  Frank-pledges,  that  is,  the  Freemen  within  the  liberty,  who, 
according  to  the  institution  of  the  Great  Alfred,  were  all  mutu- 
ally pledges  for  the  good  behaviour  of  each  other.  [Blackstone's 
Commentaries,  vol.  IV.  p.  273.]  The  other  objects  of  this 
Court  may  be  seen  in  the  Statute  for  View  of  Frank-pledge, 
18  E.  II. 
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before  them  £aken,  should  send  the  same  Inquisi- 
tions before  the  Justices  0/  Peace  of  the  Counties  in 
which  the  said  Cities  and  Boroughs  might  be.  And 
that  the  said  Justices 'of' the  Peace  should  have 
power,  as  well  of  the  said  Inquisitions  so  taken  be- 
fore such  Mayors  and  Bailiffs,  and  sent  before  the 
said  Justices  (as  aforesaid),  as  upon  other  Inquisi- 
tions to  be  taken  before  the  same  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  in  their  Sessions,  touching  the.  said  matters,, 
to  make  process^  and  to  award  the  Capias  and  Exi- 
gent, and  to  hear  and  determine  all  the  matters,  ac- 
cording to  their  discretion,  as  in  other  cases  of  felo- 
nies and  trespasses  had  jbeen  aforetime  used  u. 

It  seems  that  at  this  time  doubts  existed  whether 
clipping,  filing,  and  washing  the  Money  of  the  land 
ought  to  be  judged  treason  or  not,  because  nomen- 
tibn  wps  made  of  such  crimes  in  the  Statute  of  the 
25th  of  Edward  III.,  which  declared  what  offences 
should  be  adjudged  treason.  In  order  to  avoid  such 
doubt  in  future,  the  second  Statute  of  this  year  de- 
clared that  those  who  clipped,  washed,  or  filed  the 
Money  of  the  land  should  be  judged  traitors  to  the 
King  and  to  the  realm,  and  should  incur  the  pain 
of  treason.  And  whereas  counterfeiting,  clipping, 
washing,  and  other  falsity  of  the  Money,  was  much' 
more  used  ^than  it  was  wont  to  be,  and  daily  in- 
creased, because  the  punishment  of  the  same  did  not 
belong  to  any  Judges  of  the  realm,  but  to  the  King's 
Justices,  before  himself,  or  to  special  Commissioners 
thereto  assigned,  and  because  destruction  of  the 
Money  might  ensue  unless  sudden  execution  and 

"  Statute  3  H.  V.  Statute  1. 
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remedy  were  provided,  as  the  King  perceived  by  the 
grievous  complaint  of  his  Commons :  it  was  there- 
fore ordained,  by  the  same  Statute,  that  the  King's 
Justices  assigned,  and  to  be  assigned,  to  take  As- 
sizes in  ali  the  Counties  of  England,  should  have 
power,  by  the  King's  Commissions,  to  hear  and  de- 
termine in  their  Sessions,  as  well  of  the  counter- 
feiting, and  the  bringing  such  false  Money  into 
England,  as  qf  clipping,  washing,  and  every  other 
falsity  -of  the  said  Money.  And  also,  that  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  throughout  the  realm  should  have 
power,  by  the  King's  Commissions,,  to  inquire  of 
all  such  matters,  and  thereupon  to  make  process,  by 
Capias  only,  against  those  which  should  be  indicted 
thereof  before  them  w. 

In  a  subsequent  article  of  their  Petition,  delivered 
in  the  same  Parliament,  the  Commons  represented, 
that,  by  neglect  of  the  Gaolers,  many  escapes  had 
happened  (unusual  before  that  time)  of  persons  who 
had  been  committed  to  prison,  and  to  ward  for 
counterfeiting,  clipping,  washing,  and  other  falsi- 
fying of  the  King's  Money ;  and  therefore  they,  pe*- 
tjtioped'  the  King  that  he  would  ordain,  by  authority 
of  the  Parliament  then  sitting,  that  the  penalty  for 
every  such  escape,  in  future,  should  be  adjudged  at 
<*ne  hundred  Pounds  at  the  least.  The  prayer  of 
this  Petition  was  not  granted ;  but  the  penalties 
were  ordered  to  remain  arbitrary,  as  they  had  been 
afpretime*. 

..  1416.  In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  West- 
minster in  his  fourth  year,  the  Commons  delivered 

•w  Statute  3  H.  Y.  Statute  %  Chap.  6  and  7. 
x  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  82. 
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» 

to  the  Ring  a  Petition  which  was  addressed  to  them 
by  John  Aleyn  and  others,  and  prayed  that  the 
persons  complaining  in  that  Petition  might  have 
remedy  in  the  matter  contained  therein  *  This  Peti- 
tion was  in  terms  nearly  similar  to  that  which  they 
addressed  to  the  Commons  in  the  year  1415,  ex- 
cepting that  they  now  stated  Silver  to  have  been 
delivered  by  them  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint  as  well 
as  Gold,  and  that  they  had  received  Bills,  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  the  same,  either  from  him,  or 
from  his  Deputy  Henry  Whitbred,  under  their  seals. 
They  further  stated,  that  their  Money  had  not  been 
restored  to  them,  because  all  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  said  Master,  and  all  the  Money  at  that  time 
in  the  hands  either  of  him  or  his  Deputy,  were 
taken  and  seized,  for  the  King,  by  the  Earl  of 
Arundel,  since  dead,  and  so  remained  still  seized; 
and  no  agreement  nor  delivery  made  to  the  Peti- 
tioners of  their  Money  aforesaid,  to  their  great  im- 
poverishment. They  therefore  besought  the  Com- 
mons to  consider  the  matter,  and  to  petition  the 
King  that  they  might  freely,  and  without  delay, 
severally  have  restitution  and  deliverance  of  the 
Money  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  Bills  above-men- 
tioned, in  consideration  that  they  had  made. long 
suit  for  their  Money,  as  welJ  to  the  King's  Council 
as  to  the  Treasurer  of  England,  without  any  remedy. 
The  King  ordered  them  redress  upon  their  pro- 
ducing before  the  Council  the  Bills  which  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  their  Money  by  the  Master  of 
the  Mint  ?. 

}   Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  j>.  101. 
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1,417.  Proclamation  was  commanded  to  be  made 
in  bis  fifth  year,  that  the  Gold  Money  of  Flanders, 
called  Burgundy  Nobles,  which  were  of.  less  vatae 
than  the  English  Noble,  should  not  from  that  time 
be  received,  on  pain  of  forfeiture2. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  Confad 
Melwer  was  appointed  Master  of  the  Mint  and 
Coinage  within  the  Duchy  of  Normandy,  with  full 
power  to  make  and  coin,  either  by  himself  or  his 
deputies,  new  Money  called  Blanks,  Half  Blanks, 
;knd  Black  Pence,  of  the  same  metal  and  assay  as 
they  had  been  made  in  that  Duchy.  He  was  to  hold 
the  said  office  during  pleasure,  and  to  take  for  him* 
self  and  servants  such  wages  as  should  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  King  and  him  ;  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  office  he  was  not  to  be  hindered  by  any 
of  the  King's  Servants  V 

1419-  Two  years  afterward  a  provision  was 
nwde,  in  the  Parliament  holden  at  Westminster, 
for  the  .Money  of  the  realm.  It  stated  that  the 
Money  of  the  land  had  beefi  lately^exported  more 
largely  and  in  many  other  manners  than  had  been 
accustomed,  to  the  great  mischief  and  impoverish- 
ment of  the  whole  realm ;  so  that,  if  remedy  were 
not.  presently  applied,  it  was  very  probable  that  the 
coined  Money  still  remaining  would  all  be  exported 
in  a  short  time.  It  was  therefore  agreed  and  assented 
in  that  Parliament,  ,that  the  Kings  Council  should, 
by  authority  of  the  said  Parliament,  make  such  pro- 
vision and  ordinance  for  the  good  preservation  and 

z  Claus.  5  H.  V.  m.  18. 

»  Rot.  Norm.  5  H.  V.-m,  9.  March  1/. 


to  the  King  a  Pebbcn 
by  John  Aieyn  ami 
persons  complaining 
remedy  in  the  mat: 
tion  was  in  terms  - 
addressed  to  tlie  ( 
cepting  that  the 
delivered  bv  '  t 
as  Gold,  an> 
ledgingtV 
from  his  P 
They  fur  i 


.■  v.  287 

loney  within  the  realm, 
of  the  same,  as  to  the 
'he  time  being,  should  be 
us  for  the  common  profit 
irding  to  their  discretion, 
■h  Merchants  of  the  Staple 
>s  they  should  think  neces- 


npon  record,  that  any  steps 

mcil ;  but  an  Ordinance  for 

Money  within  the  realm  was 

i  to  in  the  same  Parliament. 

iat  with  the  Money  arising  as 

and  Fifteenths  of  the  Laity, 

.ii  that  Parliament,  as  from  the 

of  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury 

in  their  Convocations,  or  to  be 

3,  there  might  be  purchased,  by. 

mcil,  within  the  realm,  wheat, 

pessaries,  for  the  King,  and  for 

the  seas.     And  also,  forasmuch 

jects  within   his  Duchy  tof  Nor- 

ilifficulty  in  procuring  wool  for 

and  to  make  cloth  for  their  gar- 

'ained,  that,  by  the  advice  of  the 

re  might  with  the  said  Money  be 

>nght  within  the  realm,    for  the 

many  sacks  of  wool  as  the   King 

ind  that,  by  authority  of  the  same 

'i  quantity  of  wool  might  be  shij 

r  ports  as  the  King  should 

i  into  his  said  Duchy  of  N- 

of  St.  Martin  in  the  Win' 


288 


ANNALS   OF   TttE    tOlNAGfi. 


year  1420,  and  that  it  might  be  sold  to  his  said 
subjects  there,  any  Statutes  or  Ordinances  of  the 
Staple,  or  other  Statutes  or  Ordinances,  made  to  the 
contrary,  notwithstanding,  to  the  end  that  from  the 
Money  arising  from  the  price  of  the  said  wool,  the 
King  should  have  great  provision  of  Money,  where- 
with to  pay  the  wages  of  his  soldiers  b. 

The  King's  Money  in  Normandy  was  at  this  time 
regulated  according  to  an  Ordinance,  which  stated, 
that  after  the  taking  of  Rouen  the  King  had  com- 
manded to  make  in  his  Mint  there  Money  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  in  Petit  Moutons  and  Grosses,  in  the 
same  form  and  manner,. and  of  the  same  alloy  and 
weight,  as  before  they  had  been ;  but  that,  at  this 
time,  for  certain  causes  it  was  ordained,  that  for  the 
future  the  Moutons  of  Gold,  the  Gross,  Half  and 
Quarter  of  Silver,  the  Monsoys  c,  and  Petit  Deniers, 
should  have  an  h  in  the  middle  of  the  great  Cross, 
together  with  the  other  differences  following. 

It  then  ordained,  that  for  the  time  to  come  should 
be  made  a  Quarter  Gross,  to  be  current  for  five 
Deniers  Tournois  each,  at  the  weight  of  two  penny- 
weights sixteen  grains  Silver,  and  thirteen  Sols  and 
four  Deniers  the  Mark,  equivalent  to  the  Gross  with 
henrtcvs;  and  every  such .  Quarter  Gross  to  have 
on  the  Pile  a  shield  with  three  Fleurs  de  Lis  d,  and 
the  Half-Gross  the  same. 

b  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  118. 

*  This  was  a  species  of  Money  current  in  the  Province  of 
Maine,  a  Pound  of  which  was  of  less  value,  by  twenty  Pence,, 
than  the  Pound  Tournois.  Itis  name  was  variously  spelled  — r 
Mancois,  Manceau,  Manseau,  Mansois.  In  low  Latin  it  wa6 
jVlanseus.     [Glossaire  de  la  Langue  Romane.] 

<?  It  is  uncertain  whether  the  Fleurs  de  Lis  were  reduced  to 
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Also-  Doubles  called  Man^oiz,  to  go  for  two 
Pence  Tournois  each,  at  one  pennyweight  eight 
grains  Silver  le  Roy  *,  and  sixteen. Sols  eight  Deniers 
the  Mark,  with  three  Fleurs  de  Lis  on  the  Pile. 

Also  Petit  Deniers,  current  for  one  Denier  Tour* 
nois  each,  at  one  pennyweight  of  alloyed  Silver  le 
Roy,  and  twenty-five  Sols  the  Mark,  having  on  the 
Pile  two  Fleurs  de  Lis. 

It  also  ordained,  that  the  Nobles  of  England 
should  have  currency  for  forty-eight  Grosses  of  the 
King's  Coins  (each  Gross  having  henricvs  written 
oti  the  Pile,  and  on  the  Cross  side  a  Leopard),  equal 
in  value  to  four  Li v res  Tournois. 

Also  that  the  Petit  Moutons,  which  then  went 
for  twelve  Grosses,  should  be  current  at  eighteen 
Grosses  of  the  King's  Money  aforesaid,  equivalent 
to  thirty  Sols  Tournois;  and  that  to  every  merchant 
coming  to  the  Mint  should  be  given  for  $very  Mark 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  Liyres  Tournois ;  and 
that  the  Moutons  aforesaid  should  remain  at  the 
same  alloy  and  weight,  and  of  the  same  form  and 
fashion,  as  tney  then  were,  namely,  at  twenty-two 
carrats,  and  at  eighty-six  to  the  Mark  Troy,  with 
the  accustomed  remedies. 

Also,  that  the  Nobles  aforesaid  should  have  course 
at  sixty  Grosses  of  carolvs,  equal  to  one  hundred 
Sols  Tournois. 

Also,  it  was  forbidden  to  all  persons,  of  whatso- 
ever state  they  might  be,  to  transport,  or  cause  to  be 
transported,  any  Bullion,  whether  of  Gold  or  Silyer, 

* 

this  number  by  Henry  V.  or  his  Father.    See  note  [c]  at  the  end 
of  the  preceding  reign. 

t  I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  Argent  le  Roy  In  this  place. 

VOL.  II.  U  ' 
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Or  any  broken  Silver,  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
D^chy  of  Normandy ,  on  pain  to  lose  the  same;  and 
their  bodies  to  be  taken  at  the  King's  pleasure ;  and 
likewise  they  were  forbidden  to  transport  any  vessel 
of  Silver,  •  without  license  from  the  Bailiff  or  Bailiffs 
where  the  said  vessel  was  purchased,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  same. 

All  Exchangers,  Goldsmiths,  little  Tradesmen, 
Grocery  and  other  people,  of  whatever  estate,  were 
prohibited  to  make  exchanges,  unless  by  Lett&s  of 
License  from  the  Master  General  or  the  Warden  of 
the  King's  Mint  at  Rouen.  ■  And  moreover  they 
were  forbidden  to  keep,  hold,  or  melt  any  Bullion, 
whether  of  Gold  or  Silver,  but  were  commanded 
to  bring  it  to  the  King's  Mint,  there  to  be  melted 
and  worked  (for  the  profit  of  the  King  and  of  his 
People),  within  the  time  prescribed,  oh  pain  of 
forfeiture  f. 

v  This  Ordinance  bore  date  on  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber; and  on  the  12th  of  January  following,  1419- 
20,  another  was  issued  for  the  regulation- of  the 
Mdney  of  Rouen.  The  Writ  was  directed  to  John 
Boindon  and  Robert  Deboymaire,  Wardens  of  the 
Mint  in  that  City,  and  stated  that  a  great  deal  of 
Money,  both  Gold  and  Silver,  had  been  brought 
into  the  King's  Duchy  of  Normandy,  out  of  France 
land  other  Countries;    by  which  Money,  it  being 

f  Pat.  Norm.  7  H.  V.  pt.  1.  m.  19.  dors.  Rymer,  IX.  798. 
Ducarel's  Postscript,  p.  10.  I  have  given  the  descriptions  of 
these  Coins  at  large,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  appropriation  of 
the  Anglo-GalHc  Money  with  the  name  of  Henry.  No  Coins 
exactly  correspondent,  in  type,  with  this  Ordinance,  are,  I  be- 
lieve, af  this  tiine  known. 
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feeble  both  in  weight  and  in  alloy,  the  people  were 
at  that  time  much  incumbered,  to  the  great  sorrow, 
prejudice,  and  damage  of  the  King  and  bis  Seagoory, 
and  also  of  his  People ;  and  that  it  would  increase, 
provided  a  remedy  were  not  applied.  The  aforesaid 
Wardens  of  the  Mint  were  therefore  commanded  to 
make  a  Gross,  to  be  current  for  twenty  Dqniers 
Tournois,  at  three  Pennyweights  eight  Grains  Silver 
le  Roy,  and  of  six  Sols  eight  Deniers  the  Mark;  >apii 
that-  every  Gross  should  have  on  the  .Pile  thr^e 
Flews  de  Lis,  with  a  Crown  above,  and  two  lj.ee- 
pards  to  support  the  Fleurs  de  Lis,  surrounded  by 
the  following  inscription,  henricvs  francorvm 
hex;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  great  Cross  an  n, 
with  the  differences  that  the  Gross  had  been  hereto- 
fore made  with,  and  round  the  Cross  these  w$rcUi 
sit  komen  domini  benedictvm  * ;  and  that  th*fe 
should  be  allowed  to  the  principal  Master  of  the 
King's  Mint,  and  to  every  Exchanger  and.  Merchant 
frequenting  the  samey  sixteen  Li v res  ten  Sols  for  a 
Mark  of  Silver  alloyed,  according  to  the  said  Alloy. 

They  were  likewise  commanded  to  make  PeJpt 
Florins  of  Gold,  called  Escus,  at  twenty-two  carrats, 
and  ninety-six  to  the  Mark,  to  be  current  f*>r 
twenty-four  ryals,  equivalent  to  two  Franks.  Eaeh 
Escu  to  have  on  the  Pile  a  plain  shield  of  the  King's 
Arms,  quartering  France  and  England,  and  this 
inscription,  henricvs  dei  gratia  rex  franci,*:  et 
angllE,  and  on  the  side  of  the  great  Cross;  either  in 
the  midst  thereof,  or  in  any  other  part  where  it  may 
be  better  placed,  an  h,  amf  between  the  flowery  ^f 

%  See  this  Coin  in  the  AnglQ-Gallic  Plates., 
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the  same  Cross  two  Leopards  and  trto  Fleurs  de  Lis, 
with  this  legend  surrounding  it,  christvs  vincit. 

CHRISTVS    REGNAT.      (DHRISTVS    1MPERAT.  ;   and    that 

them  should  be  allowed' to  the  Master  of  the  King's 
Mint,  and  every  Exchanger  and  Merchant,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  Livres  Tournois  for  the 
Mark  of  G^old  * 

Another  Ordinance  for  the  Money  of  Normandy 
bore  date  on  the  first  of  February  in  the  same  year. 
It  confirmed  the  former  Ordinance  of  the  12th  of 
January,  and  forbade  the  currency  of  any  other 
Montey  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing',  on 
pain  of  forfeiture1. 

14*0.  On  the  1 8th  of  April  a  fourth  Ordinance 
was  issued,  directed  to  the  Wardens  of  the  Mint  $f 
8t.  Lo.  It  commanded  them  to  coin  Groats,  of  the 
game  kind  bs  those  which  were  ordered  to  be  struck 
at  Rouen  by  the  writ  bearing  date  on  the  1 2th  of 
January,  with  this  distinction  only,  that  a  single 
point  was  to  be  placed,  for  a  difference;  under  the 
second  letter  from  the  beginning  of  the  inscription 
on  each  side  of  the  Coin  K        * 

h  Pat.  Norm.  7  H.  V.  pt.  2,  m.  $0.  dors.\  Rymer,  'X.  847- 
Ducarel's  Postscript,  p.  12.  No  Coins  answerable  to  that  last 
described  are  known. 

i  Pat.  Norm.  7  H.  V.  pt.  2.  *m.  24.  dors.  Rymer,  IX.  S60. 
Ducarel's  Postscript,  p.  14. 

*  Pat.  Norm.  8  H.  V.  pt.  1.  m.  10.  dors.  Rymer,  IX.  888. 
Ducarel's  Postscript,  p.  16.  This  the  French  call  the  Point  Se- 
cret. It  is  thus  described  by  Boizard,  Conseiller  en  la  Cour  des 
Monoyes :  "  Le  Point  Secret  est  un  petit  point  qui  se  mettoit 
anciennement  sous  les  lettres  des  legendes,  pour  marquer  le  lieu 
de  la  fabrication,  suivant  l'CJrdonnance  de  Tannee  1415.  Par 
exemple,  le  point  secret  pour  la  Monoye  de  Paris  se  marquoit 
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The  title  6f  King  of  France  which,  by  all  these 
Ordinances,  was  ordered  to  be  inscribed  upon  his 
Coins,  was  relinquished  by  the  King  upon  his  mar- 
riage .with  Catherine  the  daughter  of  the  King  of 
France,  on  the  3d  of  June.  By  a  Treaty  whieh 
was  then  executed  Henry  was  appointed  Regent  of 
France  and  heir  to  that  crown,  and  King  Charles 
Was,  during  his  life,  to  stile  him  Nostre  tres  chier 
filz  Henry  Roy  d'Engleterre  Heretier  de  France, 
lit  Latin,  Noster  prsecarassimus  filius  Henricus  Rex 
Angliae  Haeres  Franciee l. 

Daniel  charges  Henry  with  breaking  this  Article 
by  an  Ordinance  (made  nine  days  after  Charles's 
confirmation  of  the  Treaty)  for  coining  Mopey  in 
Normandy,  with  the  inscription  henricvs  franco 
rvm  rex1?9.  But  this  is  a  gross  mistake,  as* will 
appear  from  .a  consideration  of  the  dates  borne  by 
the  Ordinances  recited  above,  all  of  which  are  prior 
to  the  execution  of  the  Treaty,  and  also  from  the 
following  Writ,  issued  on  the  l6th  of  June,  by 
which  the  Wardens  of  the  Mint  at  Rouen  w#re 
ordered  to  make  Blancs  Deniers  (called  Grosses),  to 
be  current  for  twenty  Deniers  Tournois  a  piece,  at 
two  pennyweights  twelve  grains  of  alloyed  Silver  le 
Roy,  and  at  eight  Sols  four  Deniers  the  Mark 
weight,  and  upon  the  Money  Foot  twenty-eight ; 

sous  le  deuxieme  s  du  mot  Benedictum ;  pour  la  Monoye  de 
Rouen,  sous  le  b,  du  m&me  mot,  &c.  Mais  cela  ne  se  pratique 
plus,  &  on  se  contente  d'observer  la  marque  de  chaque  Ville  par 
les  lettres  de  1' Alphabet."    Traite  des  Monoyes,  torn.  I.  p.  91 . 

1  Claus.  8  H.  V.  m.  17-  dors. 

m  Carte's  History  of  England*  vol.  II.  p.  689,  note  3.  He  says 
that  Daniel  refers  to  the  Ordinance  of  April  1& ... , 
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in  the  same  form  as  before,  except  that  the  inscrip- 
tion, on  the  Pile,  instead  of  henhicvs  francorvm 
kex,  should  be  henricvs  rex  xsqlim  et  h^res 
franci^e,  with  the  remedies  at  that  time  allowed  at 
Paris.  And  that  there  should  be  paid,  by  the  chief 
Master  of  the  Mint,  to  Exchangers  and  Merchants 
twenty-six  Liyres  Tournois  for  every  Mark  of  Sil- 
ver so  alloyed.  Similar  letters,  of  the  same  date, 
were  directed  to  the  Warden  of  the  Mint  of  St.  Lon. 
t  In  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at  Westmin- 
ster, in  his  eighth  year,  the  Chancellor  (amongst 
other  things  recommended  by  him  for  considera- 
tion) directed  attention  to  be  given  to  the  weakness 
and  poverty  of  the  Gentry  of  the  realm,  which  had 
of  late  happened  from  various  causes,  and  especially 
from  the  great  scarcity  of  Money  at  that  time  ex- 
isting* and  that  some  good  provision  should  be  made 
for  that,  and  for  other  inconveniences0. 
'''  In  consequence,  the  Commons  petitioned  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  then  Guardian  of  the  Kingdom, 
that  JVIerchants  strangers  coming  to  Calais  to  buy 
wool  anid  other  merchandize  of  the  Staple,  should 
lodge  in  the  said  town,  with  sufficient  persons  of 
the  place,  the  King's  lieges,  by  Ordinance  of  the 
Mayor- of  the  Staple,  or  his  Lieutenant  for  the  time 
being;  and  that,  on  the  second  day  after  their  arri- 
val, they  should  deliver  to  their  hosts  all  their  Mass? 
and  Money,  whether  of  the  Coin  of  England  or  of 

n  Pat. Norm.  8  H.  V.  pt,2.  m.  9.  dow^.  Rymer, IX.  090.  Du- 

Corel's  Postcript,  p.  17-      >  .  ,  .     .     ^ 

o  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  123. 

p  Id  est,  Gold  or  Silver  in  Mass  :  probably  what  is  now  in- 
tended by  the  term  Bullion. 
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any  other  Coinage,  in  their  possession ;  which  Mass 
and  Money,  or  Mass  or  Money,  they  should  carry 
to  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  said  town ;  and 
that  the  said  Master  should  weigh  the  said  Money 
of  the  Coin  of  England;  and  if  it  should  be  in 
weight  fifty  Nobles  to  the  Pound,  wi^h  the  remedy, 
then  to  return  it  to  the  said  host,  and  to  the  said 
Merchant  stranger ;  but  if  it  should  fail  of  the  said 
weight,  with  the  remedy,  then  to  deliver  it,  under 
the  name  of  Bullion,  together  with  the  Money .  of 
other  Coinages  and  the  said  Mass,  to  the  Master  of 
the  Mint,  to  convert  both  the  Money  and  the  Mass 
into  the, Coin  of  England,  that  is,  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  Nobles  to  the  Pound.  And  when  they  should 
thu?  be  converted  into  English  Money,  then  it 
should  he  delivered  to  the  said  host,  and  to  the  said 
Merchant  stranger,  that  so  the  said  host  should  close 
the  bargain  made,  or  to  be  made,  between  the  said 
Merchant  stranger  and  the  said  English  Merchant, 
and.  make  payment  for  the  same,  out  of  the  said 
Money  so  received.  And  that  the  said  Master  of 
the  Mint,  in  the  presence  of  the  Treasurer  of  Calais, 
or  his .  Lieutenant,  shoujd  deduct  from  the  said 
Money  reasonable  expenses  for  the  said  English 
Merchant  (according  to  his  oath  to  he  made  before 
the.  said  Treasurer)  and  his  Custom  (if  any  should 
be  assigned  by  the  King  to  be  paid  in  the  town  of 
Calais,  either  for  provision  or  for  the  payment  of 
wages  to  the  soldiers),  and  then  inclose  the  remain* 
der  in  a  bag,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  said  Trea- 
surer, or  of  his  Lieutenant,  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  that  Indenture  should  be  made,  between 
the  said  Treasurer,  or  his  Lieutenant,  and  the  said 
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English  Merchant,  the  one  part  to  remain  with  the? 
Treasurer,  and  the  other  with  the  English  Mei> 
chanty  who  should  bring  to  the  Mayor-of  London, 
for  the  time  being,  the  said  bag  with  the  Money 
(unless  it  should  be  lost  or  stolen,  either  by  s£a  or 
land),  together  with  the  Indenture.  And  if  the 
Mayor  should  find  that  Mpney  to  agree  with  the  In- 
denture, he  should  then  return  the  said  Money  to 
the  said  English  Merchant,  but  retain  the  said 
Indenture^  And.  within  one  month  after  the  Feast 
of  St.  Mictiael  in  every  year,  the  said  Treasurer,  dr 
his  Lieutenant,  should  certify  the  register  of  all  the 
Money  paid  in  his  presence  to  all  the  English  Mer- 
chants, and  the  Indentures  aforesaid,  into  the  Exr 
chequer  ;  and  the  said  Mayor  in  like  manner*  And 
if  it  should  be  found,  by  the  Treasurer's  Certificate, 
that  nothing  had  been  delivered  by  the  Mayor,  nor 
certified  into  the  Exchequer,  then  that  the  said 
Merchant  should  forfeit  as  much  Money  as  he  had 
Concealed.  Provided  always,  that  every  English 
Merchant  s  hob  Id  receive  for  each  sarpler  sold  of  wool 
©f  Cotsvvold,  Kesteven,  Lyndesey,  and  the  Marche 
of  Wales,  ten  Pounds  at  the  least ;  and  for  every 
sarpler  of  other  wool,  eight  Pounds.  And  in  like 
manner  for  six  hundred  wool  fells,  ten  Pounds ;  to 
be  brought  to  England  in  the  form  aforesaid,  his 
reasonable  expenses,  stated  upon  his  oath,  being 
deducted.  And  also  for  eight  pieces  of  Tin  ten 
Pounds.  And  that  the  English  Merchant  should 
he  released  from  bringing  Bullion,  of  the  value  of 
two  Marks,  for  every  sack  of  wool,  to  the  Master  of 
the  Mint  at  the  Tower  of  London,  as  of  antient 
time  ordained. 


henry  v.  Jfgrf 

This  Petition,  which,  had  it  been  granted,  must 
hav6  grteatly  cramped,  if  not  entirely  ruined,  the 
trade  of  Calais,  was  not  complied  with  ;  but  the  old 
Statutes  and  Ordinances  were  directed  to  be  put  in 
forced 

In  this  Parliament  was  made  a  Statute,  of  which 
thfe  second  Chapter  followed  the  words  of  a  Petition 
from  the  Commons,  excepting  that  part  which 
prayed  that  whoever  would  sue  for  the  King  should 
have  one  half  of  the  forfeiture;  which  was  refused, 
and  the  whole  reserved  to  the  King  r. 

The  Statute  enacted,  that  every  Merchant  stranger, 
buying  wools  in  England,  to  bring  them  to  the 
Western  parts,  or  elsewhere,  not  coming  to  the 
Staple,  to  be  there  sold,  should  bring  to  the  Master 
of  the  Mint  of  the, Tower  of  London  for  every  Sack 
one  Ounce  of  Bullion  of  Gold,  and  in  like  manner 
for  three  pieces  of  Tin  one  Ounce  of  Bullion  pf 
Gold,  or  the  value  in  Bullion  of  Silver,  upon  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  the  same  Wool  aind  Tin,  or  Nthe  va- 
lue of  the  same,  to  the  King f. 

The  third  Chapter  bf  this  Statute  enacted,  that 
none  from  that  time  should  gild  any  Geins,  called 
Shethes, '  nor  any  metal  except  Silver,  and  the  orna- 
ments of  Holy  Church  ;  nor  silver  any  metal  except 
the  spurs  of  Knights,  and  all  the  apparel  belonging 
to  a  Baron,  and  above  that  estate,  on  pain  of  forfeit- 
ure to  the  King  of  ten  tidies  the  value  of  the  thing 
so  gilt,  and  also  of  one  year's  imprisonment.  The 
Justices  of  the  Peace  to  have  power  to  inquire,  and 

q  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  125,  r  Id.  p.  126. 

»  Statute  8  H.  V.  chap.  1. 
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to  determine  in  the  case.  And  that  be  that  would 
sue  for  the  King  in  that  behalf  should  have  the  third 
part  of  the  said  pecuniary  fine.  The  laat  Ordinance 
to  commence  from  the  Feast  of  Easter  next  ensuing  *. 

This  Ordinance  also  was  made  in  compliance  with 
a  Petition  of  the  Commons  ;  but  the  penalties  which 
they  prayed  might  be  enacted  were  not  granted,  for 
they  proposed  forfeiture  of  life -and  limb,  lands  and 
tenements  in  fee  simple,  goods  and  chattels,  as  in 
case  of  felony  u. 

The  Commons  further  prayed,  that  a|l  Merchants 
Strangers  should  be  put  to  Host,  according  to  the 
Ordinance  thereupon  made ;  and  that  all  other  Or- 
dinances touching  Merchants  and  Merchandizes,  not 
repealed,  and  not  contrary  to  their  Petition,  should 
be  executed  ;  and  that  no  person,  of  what  estate  or 
condition  soever,  should  convey  or  carry  out  of.  the 
reatni  of  England,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  or  car- 
ried* Gold  or  Silver  for  traftick,  or  for  benefice  of 
Holy  Church,  or  for  any  -other  grace  or  privilege  of 
Holy  Church,  or  for  any  other  cause  whatsoever 
in  the  Courts  of  Holy  Church  beyond  sea,  reason- 
able costs  and  expenses  for  their  passage  excepted, 
upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  life  and  limb,  and  of  lands 
and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  goods  and  chattels,  as 
in  ease  of  felony.  It  was  not,  however,  thought 
fit  to  grant  this  Petition,  nor  to  go  the  length  of 
making  this  offence  capital.  Accordingly  it  was 
only  commanded  that  the  Statutes  made  therefore 
should  be  observed  and  kept w; 


'  Statute  S  H.  V.  chap.  2. 

u  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  126. 


w  Id. 
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1420-21.  In  consequence  of  the  representations 
of  the  Nobles,  &c.  the  King  ordained,  that  his 
Money  in  Normandy  should  be  improved,  and 
brought  to  seven  Franks  the  Mark  of  Silver  to  the 
Merchant,  and  sixtv-six  Escus  d'Or  for  the  Mark  of 
Gold,  which  would  be  a  great  relief  to  his  people*. 

1421.  The  following  Statute  was  made  in  the 
Parliament  which  was  holden  at  Westminster  on  the 
second  day  of  May  in  his  ninth  year  :  —  For  the  re- 
moving of  the  perils  and  deceits  which  have  long 
continued  within  the  realm,  by  the  Washers,  Clip- 
pers, and  Counterfeiters  of  the  Money  of  England,  to 
the  great  mischief  and  damage  of  all  people  in  the 
said  realtn,  the  King,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of- 
all  the  Lords  and  Commons  assembled  in  this  Par- 
liament, hath  ordained  and  established,  that,  from 
the  Eve  of  the  Feast  of  Christmas  next  ensuing,  no 
subject  of  the  King  shall  receive  any  Money  of  Eng- 
lish Gold  in  payment  except  at  the  weight  appointed 
by  the  King.  And  forasmuch  as  great  part  of  the 
Gold,  at  present  current  in  payment,  is  not  of  law- 
ful weight  nor  of  good  allay,1  the  same  shall  be  sent 
to  the  Mint,  to  the  end  that  it  ttiay  be  coined  anew 
of  just  weight  and  good  allay,  which  will  be  to  the 
great  loss  and  expense  of  the  King's  subjects,  unless 
he  is  pleased  to  relieve  them  in  that  case.  There- 
fore the  King,  of  his  special  grace,  hath  remitted 
and  pardoned  to  all  his  subjects,  who  between  this 
and  the  Feast  of  Christmas  shall  bring  to  be  coined 
anew,  at  the  King's  Mint  within  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, their  Money  of  Gold  which  is  not  of  just 

*  Rot  Norm.  8  H.  V.  pt.  3.  m.  9.  dors. 
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weight  nor  of  good  allay,  all  that  to  him  apper- 
tained for  the  said  new  Coinage  of  the  said  Gold,  as 
above ;  saving  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint,  and  to 
the  other  Officers  of  the  same,  what  to  them  reason- 
ably belongeth  v. 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Commons  of  the  Northern 
Counties,  the  Parliament  ordained  that  a  Mint 
should  be  worked  at  York,  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Counties*. 

In  this  Parliament  also  the  Mayor,  Constable^ 
and  Merchants  of  the  King'sJStaple  at  Calais  repre- 
sented* that,  for  the  payment  of  their  Bonds  of  Sub- 
sidy, delivered  to  the  Treasurer  and  Victualler  ?f 
Calais,  for  the  wage*  and  victualling  of  the  same, 
and- the  adjacent  Marches,  they  would  not  receive 
any  Money  but  the.  King's  Nobles,  which  it  was  not 
in,  the  power  o£  tlje  said  Mayor,  &c.  to  give,  unless 
the  King  had  his. Mint  and  Coinage  there,  as  it  was 
of  antient  time  a,  for  the  said  Mayor,  &c.  could  not 
bring  Nobles  out  of  England.  Wherefore  they  be- 
sought the  Parliament,  that  they  would  petition  tlje 
King,  that  he  would  please  to  ordain,  in  that  Par- 
liament, the  keeping  of  his  Mint  and  Coinage  at 
Calais,  .which, would  be  for,  his  great  profit,  and  the 
increase  of  Money  within  his  realm,  and  ease  to  the 
Merchants  for  the  payment  of  their  Bonds  aforesaid ; 
and  also  that  he  would  please  to  ordain,  upon  heavy 
penalty,  that  no  Gold  of  his  Coin  should  be  carried 

y  Statute  9  H.  V.  chap.  11. 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  200.  This  Petition  is  not 
in  the  printed  Rolls  of  this  year,  but  it  is  referred  to  in  a  sub- 
sequent Petition  of  the  same  persons,  2  H.  VI. 

*  At  this  time  the  Mint  at  Calais  appears  not  to  have  been 
worked.  When  and  why  it  ceased  1  have  not  been  able  to  discover. 
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out  of  England,  or  from  Calais,  to  Flanders;  or  other 
parts,  except  for  the  wars,  at  his  good  pleasure*. 
Accordingly  it  was  enacted,  that  the  Mint  and 
Coinage  should  be  had,  and  used,  within  the  Town 
of  Calais,  as  long  as  it  should  please  the  King, 
saving  to  him  that  which  of  right  to  him  appertained 
of  the  Mint  and  Coinage  aforesaid  c. 

The  three  Estates  of -the  Duchy  of  Normandy, 
and  of  that  part  of  France  which  was  in  the  King's 
power,  about  this  time  granted  a  certain  sum  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Coins.  The  Money  for  this  pur- 
pose was  not  to  be  levied  upon  the  Inhabitants  in 
general,  but  upon  the  Prelates  and  other  Ecclesias- 
ticks,  the  Nobles,  and  all  other  persons  whom  it 
might  concern,  tf  itliin  the  Duchy,  &c.  The  inten- 
tion in  raising  it  appears  toV have  been  solely  the 
procuring  a  sufficient  Supply  of  Bullion  for  the 
Mint,  for  the  person  who  was  appointed  to  receive 
it  was  authorized  to  give  Schedules  to  all  who'  'paid 
it,  by  virtue  of  which  they  were  to  receive  it  again 
from  the  Master  of  the  King's*  nearest  Mintd. 

Shortly  after  this,  it  befng  found  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Money  rfeqtiired  considerable  quantities 
of  Silver,  the  Receivers,'  stbove-mentioned,  wdre 
commanded  to  purchase  Silver  with  the  Money 
which  they  had  collected  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
and  to  deliver  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  King's 
Receiver  of  Bullion,  for  which  they  vtefe  to  havo, 
within  on£  month  after  it  should  have  been  coined, 

t>  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  146. 

c  Statute  9  H.  V.  chap.  6. 

<*  Pat.  Norm.  8  H.  V.  m.  2Q  dors.    Rymer,  X.  68. 
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seven  Franks  of  good  Money  for  every  Mark  of 
Silver,  according  to  the. King's  Ordinance  e. 

In  the  second  Parliament  of  this  year,  which  met 
at  Westminster  on  the  first  day  of  December,  a 
Tenth  and  Fifteenth  from  the  Laity  were  granted  to 
the  King.     In  the  collection  of  these  duties  the  Col* 
lectors  had  authority  to  receive  them  in  Gold,  as  in 
Noble,  Half  Noble,  or  Farthing,  provided  "  they 
stretchet  verily  to  the  value  of  vs.  vmd.  by  due  pois 
of  the  Noble,  thereof  made  wyth  due  abatements 
of  the  same,  to  be  sende  to  the  seid  Collectours  with 
her  Commissions,  into  every  parties  of  the  said 
Roialnie,  that  thos  seid  Collectours,  and  every  of 
hem,  shall  duely  receyve  suche  paiemeht  en  Cookie, 
to  the  very  value  of  v*.  vmd.  to  be  paid  to  the  use 
of  our  seid  Soveraigne  Lord  in  his  receit,  in  name 
and  hoole  value  of  a  Noble  of  due  pois ;  and  so  ther 
to  be  receyved  by  the  Officers  of  our  seid  Soveraigne 
Lord,  withouten  difficultie  or  dilaie,  in  full  paie- 
ment of  vi*\  vmd. ;  and  in  discbarge  of  the  seid 
Collectours,  and  everych  of  hem,  and  the  liege  men 
of  our  seid  Soveraigne  Lord.     And  if  any  of  the 
liege  men  be  for  seid,  in  tym  corny  ng  make  paiement 
of  his  duete  forsaid,  in  Nobles,  Half  Nobles,  other 
Ferthynges  of  Goold,   exceeding  the  value  of  v*. 
viud.  by  the  pois  a  for  seid,  that  in  the  paiement  of 
.this  half  xvwe  and  x^c,  shall  renne  in  paiement  for 
a  Noble  of  due  pois,  than  that  Moneie,  that  so  ex- 
cedith,  stonde,  and  be,  to  the  a  vantage  of  the  pater 
of  the  same,  in  allowance  or  repaiement  to  hym  to 
.be  made  by  the  Resceyvour  of  the  same,  afiur  the 

r 

,  e  Pat.  Norm.  8  H.  V.  pt.  3,  m.  3.  dors.    Rymer,  X,  85. 
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rate  and  quantite  of  the  same  excesse.  And  if  it  be 
so,  that  any  of  the  liege  men  aforseid,  in  tyme 
comyng,  make  paiement  of  his  forsaide  duete  to 
any  of  the  Collectours  aforseid,  in  Goold  as  it  is  be- 
fore declared,  beyng  of  lasse  value  by  the  seid  pois 
than  v*.  vinrf.,  that  for  that  cause,  the  seid  Collec- 
tours, ne  non  of  hem,  shall  not  that  seid  Goold, 
refuse,  so  that  the  paier  of  the  same  do  to  the  res- 
ceyvour  of  the  same  assith  and  gree  unto  the  value 
of  vs.  vmd.,  to  hym  that  it  recey veth,  beyng  algates 
to  the  paier  into  avauntage,  and  discharge  of  the 
Noble  of  due  pois  ayeins  our  seid  Soveraigne  Lord.*' f 

This  very  remarkable  regulation  was,  doubtless, 
occasioned  by  the  wretched  state  of  the  Gold  Coins, 
as  it  was  represented  in  the  eleventh  Chapter  of  the 
Statute  quoted  above ;  and  was,  probably,  intended 
to  operate  as  an  alleviation  of  so  heavy  a  burthen  as 
a  Fifteenth  and  a  Tenth  imposed  at  one  time. 

At  this  period  the  Silver  Money  was  so  scarcfe, 
that  though  a  Noble  were  so  good  of  gold  and 
weight  as  six  Shillings  eight  Pence,  men  could  get 
no  White  Money  for  it  fc\ 

Jn  this  Parliament  the  following  provisions  were 
enacted  in  compliance  with  the  Petitions  of  the 
Commons: 

Chapter  1.  It  is  ordained,  that  all  the  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  which  have  been  made  in  the  time 

f  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  151.  1  have  copied  this 
provision  from  the  printed  Rolls  as  a  curious  specimen  of  legal 
language  at  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century. 

S  Stows  Survey  of  London,  p.  46.  Fabian  says  that  this 
scarcity  arose  from  men's  putting  fprth  the  Gold,  and  making 
store  of  the  Silver  5  vol.  II.  p.  404.  , 
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of  the  King's  noble  Progenitors,  touching  the  good 
and  lawful  governance  of  his  Money  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  not  repealed,  be  well  and  firmly  kept  and 
holden  at  all  points. 

Chap.  3.     Item,  the  King)  inasmuch  as  he  con- 
veniently may,  shall  do   to  be  ordained  his  Ex- 
changes of  the  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  the 
City  of  London,  and  elsewhere  in  the  realm,  for  the 
ease  of  his  people;  which  shall  be  holden.  in  open 
places  in  high  streets.     And  that  all  they  that  will 
come  to  the  Tower  of  London,  there  to  have  Money 
of  new  coined,  they  shall  have  Money  coined,  and 
thereof  shall   be  delivered  within  eight  days  ac- 
cording to  the  very  valour  of  that  they  shall  bring 
thither,  paying  the  Seignorage  and  Coinage  of  Gold 
at  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  for  the  Pound  of  the 
Tower,    and  for  the  Seignorage  and  Coinage  of 
Silver  .fifteen  Pence  for  the  Pound,  and  no  more* 
And  that  they  th^t  will  riot  come  to  the  Tower  to 
do  the  same,  but .  will  be  thereof  delivered  at  the 
Exchanges,  shall  pay  for.  the  Exchange  after  the  rate 
of  a  Penny  for  the  Noble,  and  so  in  proportion,  with 
the  Seignorage  and  Coinage,  as  aforesaid. 

Chap.  3.  Item,  that  the  Masters  and  Workers 
of  the  Money,  and  also  the  Exchangers  in  all  places 
where  Money  shall  be  coined,  made,,  or  changed, 
shall  be  holden  to  deliver  and  pay  to  the  people  all 
that  ought  to  pertain  to  them  for  such  exchange  of 
good  and  lawful  Money  of  England,  either  by  just 
weight  or  by  pumber^  at  the  choice  of  every  person 
who  shall  receive  the  sarpe,  without  any  d^lay  or 
difficulty.  And  if  perchance  it  shall  happen  that 
any  notable  default  in  the  weight  of  the  Money,  or 
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in  the  alloy,  be  found  (which  God  forbid !)  upon  the 
delivery  or  payment  to  be  made  at  the  said  Tower, 
ar  at  the  Exchanges  aforesaid,  that  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  every. one  who  shall  find  the  same,  to 
refuse  that  which  is  defective,  befote  he  depart  from 
the  place  where  he  shall  receive  the  same.  And  that 
the  Master,  or  the  Exchangers,  be  holden  to  deliver 
to  him  sufficient  Money  for  the  same,  without  delay, 
and  to  melt  that  which  shall  be  found  defective. 

Chap.  4.  Item,  that  they  which  shall  be  War- 
dens, and  Surveyors,  and  Ministers  of  the  Exchanges 
out  of  the  Tower,  shall  be  holden  and  bound  to 
bring  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  that  they  shall  receive 
by, way  of  exchange,  or  shall  buy  by  colour  of  their 
office,  to  the  Tower  of  London,  there  to  be  molten, 
and  made  into  Money,  in  augmentation  anjl  increase 
of  the  Money,  for  the  profit  of  the  realm,  antl  ease 
of  the  people,  without  being  sold,  aliened,  or  put 
to  any  other  use. 

.  Chap.  5.  Item,  that  the  King's  Mint  be  coined h 
and  made  at  Calais,  in  the  manner  that  it  is  made 
and  governed  at  the  Tower  of  London . 

Chap.  6.  Item,  that  all  the  Monty  of  Gold  or 
Silver  that  shall  be  made  at  the  Tower  of  London 
and  at  Calais,  or  elsewhere  within  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land, by  royal  authority,  shall  be  made  of  as  good 
alloy  and  just  weight  as  it  is  at  present  made  in  the 
Tower  of  London. 

Chap.  7.  Item,  that  the  King  do  ordaia  good 
and  just  weight  of  the  Noble,  Half  Noble,  and  Far- 

fe  The  words  are,  "  que  la  Mynt  du  Roy  sok  cunes  &  fait." 
Pvnson's  Edit,  folio. 

VOL.  II.  X 
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thing  of  Gold,  with  the  rates  necessary  for  the  same, 
for  every  City,  Borough,  and  Market  Town  of  the 
realm,  to  be  delivered  by  the  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land '  to  them  that  will  have  them,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  not  be  deceived  by  false  Counterfeiters, 
and  those  who  use  false  weights  in  deceit  of  the 
people* 

The  ninth  Chapter  of  this  Statute  enlarged  to 
nine  months  the  term  of  three  months  which  bad 
been  fixed  by  the  Statute  of  the  14th  of  Richard  II. 
as  the  time  within  which  Merchants,  who  made 
exchanges  into  foreign  parts,  should  purchase  com- 
modities of  the  realm  equal  in  value  to  the  sum 
exchanged.  This  was  done  upon  a  representation 
that  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  said  purchases 
within  so  short  a  time  k. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  seventh 
Chapter  of  the  above  Statute,  a  Writ  was  directed 
to  Bartholomew  Goldbeter  *,  John  Paddeslie  m,  and 
John  Brerner,  of  London,  Goldsmiths,  and  John 
Derlyngton,  Campsor  and  Assayer  of  the  Mint  in 
the  Tower  of  London,  and  Gilbright  Vanbranburgh, 
Engraver  in  the  same,  commanding  them  to  make 
weights  for  the  Noble,  Half  Noble,  and  Farthing  of 
Gold,  sufficient  for  the  several  Cities  and  Boroughs; 
and  to  form  ten  Puncheons  for  each  weight,  five  of 

■» 

i  Pynson's  Edition  of  the  Statutes  has  in  this  place,  "  le  Tre- 
sorer  d'Engleterre,," 
k  Statute  9  H.  V.  Statute  2.  chapters  i,  2,  2,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and 

9,  Ed.  1577. 

1  Goldbeter  was  then  Master  of  the  Mint.  See  lists  of  Officers, 
m  Paddesley  \Vas  afterward  Matter  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
See  as  above. 
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them  with  thfc  impression  of  a  Crown,  and  the 
other  five  with  a  Fleur  de  Lis,  and  to  bring  the 
weights,  when  stamped,  to  the  Council n ;  and 
whereas  it  had  been  ordained  in  Parliament,  that 
none  of  the  King's  liege  subjects  should  receive  any 
Money  of  England,  except  according  to  the  weights 
provided  for  that  purpose,  it  was  commanded  that 
the  Statute  to  that  effect  should  be  proclaimed  in 
every  County  °. 

One  Petition,  however,  which  the  Commons  pre- 
sented in  this  Parliament  was  not  granted.  It 
prayed  that  he  or  they  who  should  be  Masters  and 
Workers  of  the  Monies  within  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don should  be  in  no  manner  Wardens,  nor  Masters, 
nor  Governors  of  the  Exchanges  without  the  Tower, 
nor  in  any  way  intermeddle  with  the  same.  To  this 
the  King  refused  his  assent  p. 

In  this  year  was  an  Indenture  between  the  King 
and  Bartholomew  Goldbeter,  Master  and  Worker, 
the  terms  of  which  were  the  same  as  in  that  of  his 
first  year  %. 

His  Money  at  this  time  current  in  Normandy 
was  much  impoverished  and  greatly  diminished  ;  it 
was  therefore  ordained,  that  the  following  Coins 
should  be  taken  at  the  under-mentioned  rates : 

Deners  d'Or,  called  Salutes,  for  -  -  *  25  Sols. 

Demi  Salutes  in  proportion. 

Deners  Blancs,  called  Doubles,  for    -  %  tteners. 

Petit  Deners  Blancs  in  proportion. 

n  Bit  9  H.  V.  pt  %  m.  6.  dors.         o  ci.  9  H.  V.  m.  4.  dors. 
V  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  1 54 . 
.  q  Lowndes,  p.  37. 

X  2 
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Escu  d'Or  of  the  King's  Mint  for  22  Sols  6  Deners, 

Moutons  for -*•--■?-*--  15  Sols. 

Nobles'  of  fine  Gold  for  -  -  -  *  45  Sota 
Half  and  Quarter  in  proportion. 

Gro$j,  which  used  to  be  •  current  for  20  Deners, 
but  which  had  lately  been  refused  at  5  Deners,  to 
be  taken  afteF  the  date  of  publication  of  the  Writ  at 
%  Deners  and  a  Mai  He* 

By  this  Ordinance  it  was  forbidden  to  carry  Bul- 
lion of  Gold  or  Silver,  or  any  broken  Silver,  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  the  King's  Mints,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  and  corporal  punishment  %  at  the  King's 
will }  and  Exchangers  and  Goldsmiths  were  prohi- 
bited from  giving  a  greater  price  than  that  allowed 
by  the  Mint*. 

The  King,  in  the  year  1422,  began  to  exerciser 
the  powers  which  he  received,  by  \  the  Treaty  of 
TYoyes,  as  Regent  of  France,  and  caused  a  new  Coin 
to  be  made,  called  a  Salute,  whereon  the  Arms  of 
France  and  England  quarterly  were  stamped  *. 

About  the  same  time  the  Master  of  his  Mints  in 
Normandy  was  ordered  to  make  choice  of  twelve 
persons,  expert  and  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  alteration  of  the  Money  u. 

r  The  French  words  are,  et  le  coups.  I  have  not  met  with 
any  instance  of  corporal  punishment,  for  offences  against  the 
Coins,  prior  to  this. 

/*  Rot.  Norm.  9  H.  V.  m.  17.  dors.  The  very  injudicious  re- 
striction with  which  this  Writ  concludes  we  shall  hereafter  find 
frequently  repeated  and  inforced,  although  its  natural  tendency 
is  to  prevent  the  bringing  of  Bullion  into  that  kingdom  where 
the  trading  in  the  precious  metals  is  restrained* 
t  Sandford,  p.  $87.  u  Rot.  Norm.  IO  H.  V.  m,  IS.  dors. 
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* 

On  the  3ist  of  August,  in  this  year*  death  ter- 
minated his  short  but  glorious  reign. 

As  his  English  Coins,  both  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
were  of  the  same  weight  with  those  of  his  Successor, 
until  the  49th  year  of  Henry  VI.,  I  know  not  any 
means  by  which  Nthey  can  be  distinguished  from 
them.  A  variety  of  types,  in  both  metals,  is  given 
in  the  Plates,  but  none  of  the  Coins  bears  any  distin- 
guishing mark  by  which  it  can  be  appropriated.  No 
piece,  from  the  English  Mint,  has  yet  been  disco- 
vered  with  the  title  of  h^res  francije  ;  but  on  all 
those  which  are  attributable  either  to  Henry  V.  or 
VI.  the  Monarch  is  styled  King  of  France. 

His  Irish  Coinage  is  involved  in  equal  obscurity. 
Simon  has  represented  five  Groats  which  he  conjec- 
tures to  belong  to  this  King ;  but  his  only  reason  for 
giving  them,  to  him  is,  because  they  differ  from 
those  which  in  his  opinion  were  struck  by  Henry  VI. x 

Some  of  his  Anglo-Gallic  Money  can,  however* 
be  satisfactorily  ascertained;  such  as  the  Mouton, 
before  the  letter  h  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
Reverse  in  the  year  1419,  and  likewise  the  Sa- 
lute with  hjeres  franci^,  y  because,  though  his 
son  bore  the  same  title,  yet  it  was  changed  into 
King  of  France  at  so  short  a  period  after  his  acces- 
sion, that  there  was  scarcely  time  for  a  Coinage  to 
have  been  made ;  besides  which,  it  has  the  Arms  of 
France  and  England,  quarterly,  in  one  shield  only, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Escus  of  his  seventh 
year,  whilst  those  of  Henry  VI.  have  two  shields ; 

*  Irish  Coinage,  p.  19,  and  Plate  HI.  Nos.  56—60, 
1  7  See  Plates  of  Anglo-Gallic  Coins. 
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the  first  bearing  the  Arms  of  France  singly*  and  the 
second  those  of  France  and  England  quarterly. 
Such  is  also  the  Gross,  struck  after  his  marriage, 
with  the  same  title  of  hires',  and  also  another 
Gross  prior  to  that,  with  rex  francorvm,  which  is 
described  in  an  Ordinance  for  the  Regulation  of  the 
Money  of  Rouen,  bearing  date  in  the  year  1419*20. 
On  these  Anglo-Gallic  Coins  he  is  styled  henr.  obi 

GRA.  REX  ANGL.  HERES  FRANCI.,  Or  HENRICVS  REX 
ANGUE  HERES  FRANCIE.,  or  HENRICVS  FRANCORVM 
REX. 

Upon  his  Great  Seal  he  continued  the  same  style 
as  was  used  by  Henry  IV. ;  but  the  Arms  of  France 
have  only  three  FJeurs  de  Lis,  as  he  bore  them  in 
the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  years  of  his  Father's 
reign.     See  note  [c],  p.  274. 

The  uncertainty  which  exists  respecting  his  Mo- 
ney renders  it  impossible  to  ascertain  his  Mints  from 
any  Coins ;  but  it  appears  from  records  that  he 
worked  the  Mints  of  , 

CALAIS.  LONDON.  ROUEN.  ST.  LO. 
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1422.  Henry  the  Sixth  was  little  more  than 
eight  months  old  when  he  succeeded  his  father,  and 
in  about  two  months  after  that  event  he  was  pro- 
claimed King  of  France  at  Paris,  upon  the  death 
of  Charles  VI .a    In  the  Parliament  which  met  at 

*  See  Plates  of  Anglo-Gallic  Coins'. 

a  According  to  Stow,  the  realqi  of  France  was  left  by  the 
death  of  Charles  in  a  miserable  state,  "  for  people  of  each  strange 
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Westminster,  on  the  Monday  before  the  Feast  of 
St.  Martin   [i.  e.  Nov.  9]  in  his  first  year,  it  was 
.ordained  and  consented,  that  upon  his  seals  should 
be  engraven  this  new  title,  Henricus  Dei  gratia, 
Rex  Francls  &  Anglic,  &  Dominus  Hibernian. 
A  Petition  was  presented  to  this  Parliament  by 
Bartholomew  Goldbetter,  Citizen  of  London,  stating, 
that  the  late  King  Henry  V.  by  indenture,  under  his 
great  seal,,  with  the  said  Suppliant,  made  and  estab- 
lished him  Master  and  Worker  of  his  Monies  of 
Gold  and  Silver  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  in  the 
Town  of  Calais.    By  which  indenture  it  was  agreed, 
.that  the  late  King  should   have  of  every  pound 

nation  were  governors  in  the  realm.  First,  the  Englishmen  had 
conquered  a  great  part,  and  sought  to  have  the  rest,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bourgoigne,  with  many  other  great  Lords  allied  with 
him,  sought  to  conquer  all  for  the  young  King  Henry  of  Eng- 
land, who  claimed  then  to  be  King  of  France ;  and  likewise  in 
all  the  Money  that  was  coined,  the  arms  of  both  realms  were 
quartered.  The  Crowns  that  were  stamped  in  the  time  of 
Charles,  and  all  the  Money  more,  were  forbidden  to  be  current, 
and  called  to  the  Mint.  King  Henry  caused  a  piece  to  be 
stamped  called  a  Salus,  worth  two  and  twenty  Shillings,  and 
Blans  of  eight  Pence  apiece,  and  so  in  no  place  of  France  where 
King  Henry  was  obeyed,  any  other  Money  was  received,  but 
such  as  had  the  arms  of  France  and  England  stamped  on  it." 
[Chronicle  sub  anno  1423.] 

On  the  same  day  that  Henry  was  crowned,  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, as  Regent,  ordered  Money  to  be  made  in  Paris  with1  bis 
dies  and  his  arms.  This  was  done  with  the  consent  of  Charles 
VI.  and  was  continued  during  the  fourteen  years  that  the  Eng- 
lish continued  masters  of  Paris.     [Le  Blanc,  p.  243.] 

b  Rolia  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  171.     Before  this  his  style 

Was  REX  ANGLIC  &  HJBRES  REGNI  FRANCIJE  &  DOMlNUS  HIBBR- 

puE.  Mem.  3  H.  VI.  Hi),  m.  6.  recording  an  event  of  his  firsf 
year. 
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weight  of  Gold  Money,  so  made,  three  shillings  and 
six  pence  in  number,  and  that  the  said  Suppliant 
should  take  for  his  work  of  tjie  Gold,  loss  of  weight, 
for  his  expenses,  and  all  other  costs,  except  the 
wages  of  the  Warden,  and  other  officers  of  the  King 
in  that  place,  of  every  pound  weight  of  the  said 
Money,  eighteen  pence  in  number,  to  be  paid  by 
the  hands  of  the  said  Warden.  And  also  that  the 
said  Warden  should  take  to  himself  of  every  pound 
weight  of  Silver,  so  made,  eight  pence  in  weight, 
which  make  twelve  pence  in  number,  whereof  he 
should  pay  to  the  said  Suppliant  for  his  work,  for 

every  pound  weight  coined0, loss  of  weight, 

and  all  other  expenses,  except  the  wages  aforesaid, 
nine  pence  in1  number,  and  the  remainder  he  to 
keep  in  his  custody,  for  the  use  of  the  King,  which 
indenture  and  covenants  were  terminated  and  an- 
nulled by  the  death  of  the  late  King:  after  whose 
decease  the  said  Suppliant  was  charged  by  the  ho- 
nourable Council*  of  the  present  King,  to  hold  as 
before  his  said  office  of  Master  and  Worker  of  the 
Monies  in  the  places  aforesaid,  taking  thereof  ac- 
cording to  the  form  and  tenor  of  the  said  indenture. 
The  said  Suppliant  therefore  petitioned  the  Lords 
of  the  Council  to  take  into  their  consideration,  that 
the  said  covenants  were  too  hard  and  severe  upon 
hurt,  on  account  of  the  great  and  insupportable  loss 
which  he  had  sustained  before  that  time,  in  the 
waste,  and  loss  of  weight,  in  the  melting  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  brought  by  him  to  be  melted  and  coined 
at  the  said  places;  and  that  all  the  Masters  and 
Governors  of  the  said  Mints  aforetime,  did  take  of 

c  This  blank  is  in  the  printed  Roll. 
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those  who  brought  Bullion  to  be  coined  more  than 
the  said  eighteen  pence  for  the  pound  of  the  Money 
of  Gold,  and  nine  pence  for  the  Money  of  Silver; 
namely  for  the  waste  in  melting  of  every  pound  of 
Gold  ten  pence,  and  of  Silver  three  pence*  And 
also,  that  the  said  eighteen  pence,  and  nine  pence, 
were  little  enough  for  the  wages  of  the  workmen, 
under  the  said  Suppliant,  for  his  clerks  and  servants 
in  his  said  pffice,  his  expenses  for  coals  consumed, 
and  instruments  necessary  for  the  work  aforesaid; 
and  therefore  prayed  that  they  would  please  to  or- 
dain in  that  Parliament,  that  every  Merehant,  or 
other  person,  who  should  bring,  to  the  places  afore- 
said, Gold  or  Silver  in  mass,  Plate,  or  Coin,  for  ex- 
change, should  have  the  same  melted  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  in  the  presence  of  the  Assayers  appointed 
there,  and  that  the  loss  and  damage  which  should 
arise  from  the  waste  and  loss  of  weight  in  melting 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  said  Merchant,  &c.  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  and  proportion  of  .such  loss, 
to  be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  the  said  As- 
sayers; or  otherwise  that  the  said  Merchant,  &c- 
should  reasonably  bargain  with  the  said  Suppliant 
to  make  agreement  with  him  for  the  waste  and  loss 
of  the  same ;  and  that  such  waste  might  not,  in  fu- 
ture, be  thrown  upon  the  said  Suppliant.  Or  if  not, 
that  they  would  please  to  consider  that  he  could  not 
otherwise  preside  over  the  said  office,  without  his 
final  ruin,  and  therefore  that  he  might  be  discharged  * 
of  the  same,  without  incurring  the  displeasure  of 
the  King,  or  of  the  Lords  aforesaid >  *s  an  act  of 
charity  d- 

A  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  177. 
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On  this  petition  was  founded  the  fourth  chapter 
of  the  Statute  which  was  made  by  that  Parliament, 
in  which  it  was  enacted,  that  although  it  had  been 
well  ordained  in  time  past,  that  he  who  should  be 
Master  of  the  Mint  should  in  no  wise  hold  the 
King's  Exchange:   yet  nevertheless  the  King,  by 
the  advice  and  assent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Commons,  did 
will  and  grant  that  the  Master  of  the  Mint  at  the 
Tower  of  London,  that  then  was,  or  fot  the  time 
should  be,  might  have  and  hold  the  King's  Ex- 
change in  the  City  of  London  until  the  Parliament 
next  to  be  holden,  so  that  the  said  Master  should 
send  to  the  Mint  all  that  should  come  to  the  Ex- 
change either  in  plate  or  in  mass  to  be  coined  from 
time  to  time,  until  the  said  Parliament,  taking  for 
the  Exchange  of  the  .Noble,  in  the  said  Exchange, 
one  Penny  Halfpenny  only6. 

Thus  the  Master's  Petition  for  an  increased  allow- 
ance was -evaded,  and  compromised  by  the  union  of 
the  two  offices,  whose  duties  were  incompatible,  and 
which  had  hitherto  been,  with  great  propriety,  kept 
entirely  distinct. 

In  the  same  Parliament  the  Commons  petitioned 
for  a  further  extension  of  the  time  within  which  the 
Merchants,  who  made  exchanges  to  foreign  parts, 
were  obliged  to  purchase  commodities  of  the  realm 
of  an  equal  value.  This  was  originally  limited,  by 
a  Statute  of  the  14th  of  Richard  II.,  to  three 
months,  but  had  been  enlarged  by  another  Statute 
of  the  9th  of  Henry  V.  to  nine  months,  and  an  ad- 

..•  Statute  I  H.  VI.  chap.  4. 
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dition  of  three  months  more  was  now  prayed  for. 
This,  however,  was  not  granted,  but  the  term  of 
nine  months  was  commanded  to  be  enforced,  by  an 
ordinance  to  continue  until  the  next  Parliaments 

By  the  first  chapter  of  the  Statute  which  was 
enacted  at  that  time,  the  Lords  of  the  King's  Council 
for  the  time  being  were  authorized,  for  the  profit  of 
the  King  and  the  ease  of  his  people,  to  assign,  by 
authority  of  the  said  Parliament,  Masters  and  Work- 
men to  make  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver,  to  hold 
Exchanges  of  Money,  as  well  in  the  city  of  York  as 
in  the  town  of  Bristol,  and  also  in  as  many  places  as 
to  the  said  Lords  should  seem  necessary,  any  Sta- 
tute or  Ordinance  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding*. 

1422-3.  On  the  J  6th  of  February  an  Indenture 
was  made  between  the  King  and  Bartholomew  Gold* 
beter,  the  terms  of  which  did  not  vary  from  those  of 
the  first  and  ninth  years  of  his  Father h.  Besides 
this  Indenture,  there  was  also  an  indorsement  put 
upon  the  Indenture  of  the  ninth  of  'Henry  V.  dated 
likewise  upon  the  same  l£th  of  February,  by  which 
it  was  renewed  in  the  presence  of  the  Dukes  of 
Gloucester  and  Exeter,  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  Bishops  of  London,  Winchester,  and 
Bristol,  the  Earls  pf  Warwick  and  Northumber- 
land,  the  Lords  Cromwell  and  Hungerford,    the 

i  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  178.    This  Ordinance  is 
printed  as  part  of  the  Statute,  in  Runnington's  edition,  where . 
it  forms  the  6th  chapter.    That  chapter  is  not  in  the  early  edi- 
tions of  the  Statutes  printed  in  1497  and  1577. 

S  Statute  1  H.  VI.  chap.  1. 

h  CL  1  H.  VI.  m.  13.  dors.    Lowndes,  p.  38;  has,  by  mistake,, 
given  an  indenture  of  the  first  of  H.  VII.  to  this  King. 


t        » 
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King's  Chancellor  and  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal ; 
and  Goldbeter  was  authorized  to  coin  at  York  and 
Bristol,  in  addition  to  London  and  Calais,  which 
alone  were  particularized  in  the  Indenture  of.  the 
ninth  of  Henry  V."  In  this  year  John  Bernes  of 
London,  goldsmith,  was  appointed  by  the  King  to 
make  the  Money-weights,  for  the  Noble,  the  Half 
and  Quarter,  and  to  stamp  them,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  Statute  of  the  ninth  year  of  the  late 
King  k. 

1423!  On  the  Rolls  of  that  Parliament,  which 
was  holden  at  Westminster  on  the  20th  of  October, 
in  his  second  year,  a  Petition  is  entered,  but  with- 
out any  notice  of  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  it 
was  preferred.  It  prayed  that  the  provisions  of  the 
fourth  chapter  of  the  Statute  made  in  the  last  Par- 
liament, by  which  the  Master  of  the  Mint  was 
allowed  to  hold  the  King's  Exchange,  might  be 
continued  and  put  in  execution  during  the  King's 
pleasure,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council.  This  Pe-  „ 
titjon  being  read  and  considered  by  the  Lords  of  the- 
ftaid  Parliament,  it  was  agreed  by  them,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Commons  in  Parliament  assembled, 
that  it  should  be  granted1,  and  in  consequence 
Goldbeter  was  appointed  to  hold  the  Exchange  in 
the  City  of  York,  together  with  his  office  of  Master  • 
of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  m. 

In  the   same  Parliament  the  Commons  of  the 


>  Bundle  in  the  Tower  unclassed. 

k  Pat.  1  H  VI.  p.  2.  m.  3. 

1  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  199. 
■  »  Bundle  in  the  T*ower  unclassed.     See  the  indenture,  at 
large,  in  the  History  of  Exchanges. 


HENRY   VI.  317 

Counties  of  York,  Northumberland,  Westmorland, 
Cumberland,  Lancaster,  Chester,  Lincoln,  Notting-^ 
ham,  Derby,  Bishopric  of  Durham,  and  all  parts  of 
the  North,  petitioned  the  King,  and  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  stating,  that  in  consideration 
of  the  provision  in  the  Statute  of  the  ninth  ,of  the 
late  King,    which   forbade   the  currency  of  Gold 
under  the  lawful  weight,  the  last  Parliament  had 
ordained,  at  the  suit  of  the  said  suppliants,  that  the 
Master  and  Worker  of  the  King's  Monies,  within 
the  Tower  of  London,  should  come  to  York,  there 
to  coin  the  Gold  and  Silver  of  the  said  country  which 
were  not  of  legal  weight,  and  to  remain  there  during 
the  King's  pleasure.     By  virtue  of  which  Ordinance 
the  said  Master  was  at  York,  and  there  placed  his 
Mint,  to  the  great  profit  of  the  King,  and  ease  of 
the  said  Counties.     But  that  the  said  Master,  and 
his  Workmen,    had    since    retired  from   thence : 
wherefore  the  King's  Lieges,  in  the  said  parts,  for 
their  private  convenience,  commonly  received  and 
paid  light  Gold,  at  rates  and  abatements,  against  the 
Ordinance  of  the  Statute  aforesaid,  in  contempt  of 
the  King,  and  to  his  and  his  people's  loss.  '  They 
therefore  prayed,    that   the  Master  of  the  Mint 
should  be  commanded  to  return  to  the  said  city, 
there  to  coin  as  he  had  done  before,  and  to  remain, 
or  to  leave  there  his  sufficient  deputies,  for  whom 
he  should  be  responsible,  during  the  King's  plea- 
sure.    And  also  that  it  might  be  enacted,  that  all 
the  Gold,  of  the  said  parts,  which  should  be  defi- 
cient in  weight,  should  be  brought  to  the  Castle  at 
York,  there  to  be  coined,  before  the  Feast  of  St. 
Michael  next.     And  that  no  Gold,   not  of  just 
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weight,  should  be  current  thenceforward  in  pay- 
ment, nor  have  course  within  the  counties  afore- 
said, nor  elsewhere  within  the  realm ;  and  that 
proclamation  to  that  effect  should  be  made  through- 
out the  realm.  This  petition  was  granted  by  the 
said  Lords,  with  the  assent  of  the  Commons  in 
Parliament  assembled11.  The  Mayor  and  Mer- 
chants of  the  Staple  at  Calais  also  petitioned  that 
the  Statutes  against  the  exportation  of  Money 
should  be  put  in  force,  because  at  that  time  there 
was  so  large  a  quantity  of  English  Nobles  at  Bruges, 
to  sell  to  the  Exchangers,  that  it  was  wonderful  ° ; 
which,  if  it  should  not  be  remedied,  would  be  the 
destruction  of  the  Mint.  For  if  the  Nobles  were  not 
so  plentiful  to  be  sold  in  Flanders,  there  would  come 
great  quantities  of  Bullion  to  the  Mint  at  Calais, 
which  would  hot  be  the  case  in  future  if  the  said 
Nobles,  which  pass  out  of  the  realm,  should  be 
current  there ;  because  the  merchants  at  Calais  had 
no  command  nor  power  over  their  Gold  or  Silver, 
until  they  were  passed  over  the  sea  into  England ; 
and  besides  were  not  common  purchasers  of  mer- 
chandizes in  Flanders ;  and  also  the  whole  of  their 
Gold  and  Silver  would  be  little  enough  to  pay  for 
their  wools,  customs,  and  subsidy  within  the  realm?. 
On  this  representation  was  founded  the  sixth  chap- 
ter of  a  Statute  which  was  made  in  that  Parliament 
in  the  following  form : 

Item,  Whereas  by  King  Henry  the  Fifth,  father 
to  our  Lord  the  King  that  now  is,  it  was  ordained, 
that  a  Mint  of  Gold  and  Silver  should  be  holden 

n  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  200.  .     •  Q'  merveille  est. 
.  P  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  25$. 
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within  the  town  of  Calais,  whereby  great  substance 
of  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver  hath  been .  brought 
within  the  realm,  which  Money  by  .divers  persons 
hath  been,  and  is  daily,  carried  out  of  the  same  to 
Bourdeaux,  Flanders,  and  other  places,  against  the 
Statute  in  old  times  made  and  provided  in  this,  be- 
half, as  hath  been  grievously  complained  in  thU 
Parliament ;  it  is  ordained  and  assented,  that  th$ 
same  Statute  be  holden  and  kept,  and  put  in  due 
execution.  And  moreover  it  is  ordained  and  4*$ar 
Wished,  that  no  Gold  nor  Silver  shall  be  carried  out 
of1  the  realm  contrary  to  the  said  Statute,  unless  it 
be  for  payment  of  wars,  and  the  King's  soldiers  be? 
yond  the  sea,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  value  of 
the  sum  of  Money  so  carried  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  . 
levied  of  him  that  shall  bring,  carry,  or  send  it  out 
of  the  said  realm  ;  and  that  he  which  espieth  it,  and 
thereof  giveth  knowledge  to  the  Council,  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  England,  shall  have  the  fourth  part  of 
the  forfeiture  so  due  to  the  King,  except  the  ran* 
soms  for  fines  of  English  prisoners  taken  and  to  be 
taken  beyond  the  sea,  and  the  Money  that  the  sol* 
diers  shall  carry  with  them  for  their  reasonable 
costs,  and  also  for  horses,  oxen,  sheep,  and  other 
things  bought  in  Scotland,  to  be  sent  and  carried  to 
the  parts  adjoining ;  so  that  the  Money  to  be  sent 
for  the  fines  of  the  said  prisoners,  or  to  be  carried 
by  the  said  sojdiers  to  the  parts  beyond  the  sea,  be 
not  done  without  the  King's  special  license.  And 
because  it  is  supposed  that  the  Money  of  Gold  of 
the  realm  is  carried  out  of  the  same  by  Merchants 
aliens,  it  is  ordained  and  established,  that  the  Mer- 
chants aliens  shall  find  surety  in  the  Chancery,  every 
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Company  for  them  of  their  Company,  that  none  of 
them  shall  carry  out  of  the  realm  any  Gold  or  Silver 
against  the  form  of  the  said  Statute,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  same,  or  the  value  thereof;  and  if 
any  of  them  do  to  the  contrary,  and  it  shall  be  duly 
proved,  ami  he  so  doing  be  gone  over  the  sea,  then 
the  pledges  of  his  Company  shall  pay  to  the  King 
the  said  forfeiture,  whereof  he  that  shall  espy  it,  and 
thereof  give  notice  to  the  Treasurer,  or  to  the  King's 
Cpuncil,  shall  have  the  fourth  part,  as  is  aforesaid  <L 
In  the  same  Parliament  it  was  stated  by  the  Com- 
mons, that  whereas  it  bad  been  ordained  by  divers 
Statutes,  made  in  the  time  of  the  King's  noble  pro- 
genitors, that  the  Money  called  Galley  Halfpennies, 
Suskyns,  and  Dodekyns,  and  all  manner  of  Scotish 
Silver  Money,  should  be  banished,  and  not  be  cur- 
rent hereafter  for  any  payment  within  the  realm  of 
England.  And  that  the  Money  called  Blankes  r, 
not  being  Silver,  but  being  made  of  metal  of  no 
value,  was  become  current  commonly  between  the 
people  within  the  realm  of  England,  to  the  great 
damage  of  the  common  people.  Therefore  they 
prayed,  that  proclamation  should  be  made  through 
all  the  Counties  of  England,  within  franchises 
and  without,  and  within  Cities,  Towns,  Boroughs, 
and  elsewhere,  that  all  the  Money  called  Blankes 
should  be  wholly  put  out  of  the  realm  before 
the  Feast  of  St.  John  Baptist  next  coming.     And 

«*>  Statute  2  H.  VI.  chapi  -6. 

r  These  are  said  to  be  Coins  struck  by  Henry  V.  in  France,  of 
baser  alloy  than  Sterling  and  running  for  eight  Pence,  They 
were  called  Blanks  or  Whites  from  their  colour.  [Coke,  3d  Inst, 
cap.  30.] 
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that  after  the  said  Feast  no  person  should  pay  or  re* 
ceive  the  same,  upon  the  pain  contained  and  or- 
dained in  a  Statute  made  in  the  third  year  of  King 
Henry  V.  against  all  those  who  should  pay  or  re- 
ceive the  Money  called  Galley  Halfpence  within  the 
realm s.  The  Statute  2  Henry  VI.  Ch*p.  9,  follows 
exactly  the  words  of  this  prayer*.  » 

The  following  Petition  was  at  the  same  time  pre- 
sented : 

"  fiesechen  oiekely  the  Communes  ;  For  as  much 
as  yere  is  but  titell  white  Mone^e  forged  in  the 
Kynges  Mynte;  to  grete  unese  and  harme  of  the 
pouer  poeple  of  this  land  ;  the  whiche;  as  hit  is  said, 
is  cause  of  that  that  the  Maistre  of  the  Mynte  Vvoll 
rescey ve  no  manere  of  Silver,  but  if  it  be  better 
thanne  the  olde  sterlyng,  or  thenne  he  is  bouride, 
be  charge  of  his  office,  to  mak  by  ind.r  or  more  in 
the  pounde,  so  that  he  that  bringeth  his  Silver  in 
suche  wise  to  the  Kynges  Mynte  to  have  it  forged, 
seyng  the  grete  disavauntage  that  shulde  renne  upon 
him  in  this  manere,  and  evere  the  greter  summe  the 
greter  the  losse/ tourneth  thens  and  goth  to  Juelleres, 
Gouldsmythes,  or  other  that  werken  Gold  or  Silver, 
and  selleth  hit  thaym  to  the  verrey  value,  as  good 
worldly policie  asketh  for  the  strangeres  that  repairen, 
and  bryngge  into  this  lond  Silver  in  masse,  and 

other  wise  be  waye  of  marchandise,  as  Esterlynges, 

'  •  ... 

.■  .         »  .  .  » 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  255. 

*  It  appears  that  either  this  Statute  was  disregarded  equally 
with  those  which  preceded  it,  or  that  the  Galley-Halfpence,  after 
having  ceased  to  be  current  in  this  kingdom,  were-  again  forced 
into  circulation,  for  it  will  be  seen  that  they. were  put  down  so 
late  as  the  9th  year  of  Henry  VIII. 

x&l.  11.  *  y, 
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■ 

and  other  wold  bryngge  Silver  ynowe  to  the  Kyngge* 
Mynte  for  ther  owen  avauntage,  if  thei  saugh  it 
shuld  be  take  there  to  the  verrey  value,  and  if  they 
were  well  cherisshed  therto.  *  And  all  hit  be  soo, 
hit  be  alleged  that  the  white  Moneye  that  it  is  nowe 
yforged  in  the  Kynges  Mynte,  be  bettere  of  alay 
thenne  the  old  sterlyng,  which  tourneth  to  the  hyn- 
deryng  of  him  that  bryngeth  theder  the  Billon',  yif 
it  so  be,  hit  is  no  reson  that  the  Maister  take  his 
worship  of  another  mannes  harme, ,  for  hym  nedeth 
not  to  do  so  of  charge  of  his  office,  hot  hym  lust. 
And  therefore  sith  he  doth  hit  of  his  owen  auctorite, 
for  enerece  of  his  worship,  hit  semeth  resoim  wolde 
he  shuld  have  the  disavaille  therof,  and  not  the  Mar- 
chant.  And  it  is  to  presume  moreover,  that  for  to 
make  the  white  Moneye  of  this  lond  better  in  alay 
thenne  hit  shulde  bee,  woll  cause  hit  to  be  broken, 
inoltyn  again  e,  or  born  out  of  this  lond,  for  the 
a  vaunt  age  that  may  be  bad  there  inn£,  for  good* 
nesse  of  the  alay.  So  that  be  ther  never  so  muche 
white  Money  forged,  that  shall  be  but  litell  the 
more  stury  ngge  among  the  people.  Consideryng  that 
oon  the  next  way  that  may  be,  for  to  difctruye  any 
Moneye  in  the  world,  and  cause  it  to  be  broken, 
moltyn,  or  born  out  of  a  lond,  is  for  to  make  hit 
better  in  weight,  or  atay,  thenne  hit  shulde  bee. 
Wherefore  like  it  unto  your  hygh  discretions,  to 
considere  tenderly  these  mishiefs,  and  the  grete 
inconveniencis  and  harme,  that  be  likly  to  faile 
among  the  commune  people  of  this  lond,  but  if 
more  plente  of  white  Moneye  be  hadde,  to  ordeine 
that  the  Maistre  of  the  Mynte  resceyve  al  maner  of 
Silver  that  is  brought  to  the  My  rite,  after  the  verray 
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value ;  that  is  to  say,  yf  be  as  good  in  alay  as  the 
old  sterlyng,  to  take  it  wyth  oute  gruchyng  or  dis- 
avauntage  desiring  of  hym  that  bryngeth  hit  theder ; 
yif  it  be  better,  to  yve  ayeyne  to  hym  that  bryngeth 
hit  theder  the  surplusage ;  and  yif  it  be  wars,  to  re-> 
bate  truly  the  disavaill  therof,  after  the  febfenesse 
of  the  alay;  uppon  peine  de  imprisonmnent,  fyn$ 
and  raunson,  and  trible  dammagfcs  to  the  paftie 
greved *. 

On  these  representations  it  was  enacted  in  tbe 
following  form : 

Item,  to  the  intent  that  the  more  Bullion  may 
bfe  brought  to  the  Mint,  and  the  greater  plenty  of 
white  Money  to  be  made  and  current  within  the 
realm,  for  the  ease  and  profit  of  the  commonalty  of 
the  same,  it  is  ordained  and  established,  that  the 
Master  of  the  Mint  shall  keep  his  allay  in  the  mak- 
ing of  white  Money,  according  to  the  form  of  his 
Indenture.  And  that  the  same  Master  receive  of 
every  person  that  shall  bring  any  Silver  to  the  Mint, 
the  same  Money  at  the  true  value  as  it  is  worth > 
according. to  the  same  allay,  upon  pain  to  pay  to  the 
party  his  double  damages.  And  also,  to  the  intent 
that  this  Ordinance  may  the  better  and  more  justty 
be  observed,  it  is  ordained  that  the  King's  Assayer, 
which  is  a  person  indifferent  betwixt  the  Master  of 
the  Mint  and  the  Merchant,  and  also  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Mint,  shall  be  present  when  any  such 
Bullion  of  Silver  is  brought  to  the  Mint,  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  Assayer  may  rightfully  set  the 
same  according  to  the  law,  in"  case  of  variance 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  257. 
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between  the  Master  and  the  Merchant,  and  the 
Comptroller  to  comptroll  as  well  Silver  which  is 
brought  into  the  Mint,  as  that  which  is  carried  out 
of  the  same,  each  of  them  being  sworn  faithfully 
and  indifferently  to  do  their  duty,  without  taking 
any  reward  except  the  fee  which  they  shall  take  of 
the  King,  upon  pain  to  yield  double  damages,  as  is 
aforesaid.  And  that  the  Assay er  and  Comptroller 
be  credible,  substantial,  and  expert  men,  having 
perfect  knowledge  in  the  mystery  of  Goldsmiths  and 
of  the  Mint.  And  also  that  neither  the  Master^of 
the  Mint,  nor  the  Exchanger,  for  the  time  being, 
sell,  nor  cause  to  be  sold,  nor  alien  to  any  other  use 
but  to  the  Coinage,  any  manner  of  Gold  or  Silver 
wrought  or  unwrought,  coined  or  not  coined,  or 
Bullion  which  is  brought  to  the  Mint,  or  to  the  Ex- 
change, but  apply  the  same  only  to  the  Monay 
according  to  the  form  of  the  said  Indenture,  upon 
the  pain  contained  in  the  same  Indenture.  Arid 
that  the  said  Master  of  the  Mint  cause  to  be  stricken 
from  time  to  time  Half  Nobles,  Farthings  of  Gold, 
Groats,  Half  Groats,  Pence,  Halfpence,  and  Far- 
things, for  the  ease  of  the  people,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  Indenture  made  between  the  King  and 
him,  upop  the  pain  contained  in  the  same,  so  that 
the  common  people  may  have  recourse  to  the  Ex- 
change for  small  Gold,  and  white  Money,  as  they 
reasonably  shall  need  u.  * 

"  The  Commqns  bad  complained  that  little  or  nothing  of 
email  Coins  was  struck,  but  only  Nobles  and  Groats,  to  the 
groat  harm  of  the  people,  and  the  singular  advantage  of  the 
Master  of  the  Mint,  and  therefore  they  petitioned'  that  he  might 
be  obliged  to  co.u  small  Money  upon  pain  of  imprisonment. 
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Item,  Forasmuch  as  great  scarcity  of  white  Mom  y 
is  within  the  realm,  because  that  Silver  is  bought 
'and  sold  not  coined  at  the  price  of  thirty-two  shil- 
lings the  pound  of  troy,  Whereas  the  same  pound  is 
no  more  of  value  at  the  Coin  than  thirty-two  Shil- 
x  lings,  with  an  abatement  of  twelve  Pence  for  the 
,  Coinage,   it   is  ordained  and  established,    for  the 
v  increase  of  white   Money,  that  no  man,  of  what 
estate  or  condition  he  be  within  the  realm,  shall 
buy  or  sell  any  Silver  in  plate,  piece,  or  in  mass, 
being  of  as  good  allay  as  the  Sterling,  above  thirty- 
Shillings  the  pound  of  troy,  above  the  fashion,  upon 
^he  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  double  value  of  so  much 
as  he  buyeth  or  selleth  contrary  to  this  Ordinance. 
And  that  the  one  half  be  forfeit  to  the  King's-  use, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  him  that  will  sue, 
and  prove  the  same  forfeiture.     Provided  always, 
that  they  which  go  to  the  Coin  have  and  take  of  the 
Master  of  the  said  Coin,  according  as  is  lawfully 
contained  in  the  Indentures  thereof  made  between 
the  "King  and  him.     And  also  the  Master  of  the  said 
Mint  for  the  time  being,  may  take  and  deliver  as  is 
•  contained  in  the  said  Indentures,  without  taking 
more,  for  the  ease  and  profit  of  the  common  people*. 
The  Commons  likewise  presented  to  the  Parlia- 
ment the  following  Petition,  relating  to  the   Ex- 
change of  Money: 

"  Also,  for  the  more  ese  of  the  peple,  hit  semeth 

fine,  and  ransom.    The  King's  answer  was,  Keep  the  Master  of 
the  Mint  to  the  form  of  his  Indenture.     Rolls  of  Parliament/ 
Vol.  IV.  p.'2$6. 
-  *  Statute  2  H.  VI.  chap.  12  and  13.     The  latter  from  edition 
1577.  * 
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>   * 

the  Maistre  of  the  Mynte,  hauing  the  eschaunge  in 
bis  hand,  as  he  nowe  hath,  myght  be  charged  to 
serve  the  peple  that  commen  to  the  eschaunge  <# 
white  Money  for  Gold,  to  chaunge  at  onys  xU,  or 
xxs.  or  wyth  inne  frely,  wyth  oute  that  he  take  ought 
of  hym  for  theCoynage,  unto  suche  a  somme,  aad 
suche  *  tyme,  as  is  thought  resonable  for  the  com* 
mon  ese.  Consideryng  the  grete  avauntage  that  he 
hath  bad,  and  yet  hath,  of  the  Kynge's  Eschaunge, 
nought  paying  therfore ;  the  w  hie  he  Eschaunge  was 
grauhted  hym,  to  that  entent  he  shuld  ese  the  peple, 
and  as  yet  ther  hath  litell  or  noon  ese  be  founde 
ther  inne.  And  the  Kyng  hath  hadde  in  the  mene 
tyme  a  grete  disavauntage ;  seen  that  men  wolde 
have  yeven  the  Kyng  largely  therfore,  yete  wolde 
yeve,  as  the  Communes  bene  enframed.  And  yif 
the  Maistre  forseide  refuse  to  do  this,  hit  is  thought 
good  assaie  if  any  other  man  woll  do  it  in  this 
forme,  the  which  if  any  be  founde,  as  the  Com- 
munes be  enformed  that  ther  shall  be,  that  he  be 
admitted  ther  to,  for  the  grete  ese  of  the  peple." 

To  which  the  following  answer  was  given:  "If 
any  man  will  come  and  profer  as  it  is  supposed,  he 
shall  be  heard."  * 

The  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  Statute,  referred  to 
above,  of  the  second  year  of  the  King,  provided  for 
the  regulation  of  Goldsmiths*  work  in  this  manner: 
Item,  T.h&t  no  Goldsmith  nor  Worker  of  Silvei* 
within  the  City  of  London,  sell  no  workmanship  of 
Silver,  unless  it  be  as  fine  as  the  Sterling,  except 
the  same  need  solder  in  the  making,  which  shall  be 

y  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  357. 
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allowed,  adcording  as  the  solder  is  necessary  to  be 
wrought  in  the  same.    And  that  no  Goldsmith  nor 
Jeweller,  nor  any  other  that  worketh  harness  of 
Silver,  shall  set  any  of  the  same  to  sell  within  the 
city,  before  that  it  be  touched  with  the  Touch,  and 
afoo  with  a  mark  or  sign  of  the  workman  of  the 
same,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  double  value 
thereof.     And  that  the  mark  or  sign  of  every  Gold* 
smith  be  known  to  the  Warden^  of  the  craft.     And 
if  it  may  he  found  that  the  said  Keeper  of  the  Touch 
touch  any  such  harness  with  the  leopard's  head,  ex- 
cept it  be  as  fine  in  allay  as  the  Sterling,  that  then 
he  shall  forfeit,    for  every   thing  so  proved,  the 
double  value  to  the  King,  and  to  the  party  who  shall 
prove  it,  as  above  recited  in  the  13th  chapter.    And 
it  is  also  ordained,  that  in  the  city  of  York,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne,  Lincoln,  Norwich,  Bristol,  Sa- 
lisbury, and  Coventry,  there  shall  be  divers  Touches, 
according  to  the  Ordinance  of  the  Mayors,  Bailiffs, 
or  Governors  of  the  same  towns.     And  that  no 
Goldsmith,  nor  other  Workers*  of  Silver,  nor  Keep- 
ers  of  the  said  Touches,  within  the  said  towns,  sfhall 
set  to  sell,,  nor  touch,  any  Silver  in  other  manner 
than  is  ordained  before  within  the  city  of  London, 
upon  pain  of  the  said  forfeiture.     And  moreover  that 
no  Goldsmith,  nor  other  Worker  of  Silver,  within 
the  realm  of  England  where  no  Touch  is  ordained, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  work  any  Silver,  except  it  be  as 
fine  in  allay  as  the  Sterling,  and  that  he  set  upon 
the  same  his  mark  or  sign,  before  he  pjit  it  to,  sale. 
And  if  it  be  found  that  it  is  not  as  fine  as  the  Ster- 
ling, then  the  Worker  of  the  same  shall  forfeit  the 
double  value  of  the  same,  as  above-recited  within 
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the  Gity  of  London.  And  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
Mayors,  and  Bailiffs,  and  all  other  having  power  as 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  hear,  inquire,  and  de- 
termine, by  bill,  plaint,  or  in  otlier  manner,  of  all 
that  do  contrary  to  the  said  Ordinances,  and  thereof 
make  due  execution  at  their  discretion.  Provided 
always,  that  if  the  Master  of  the  Mint  that  now  is, 
or,  which  for  the  time  shall  be,  do  offend,  or  hath 
.offended  in  his  office  of  the  said  Mint,  that  then  he 
be  corrected  and  justified  according  to  the  form  of 
the  said  Indentures  *. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  in  the  second  year  of  bis 
reign,  a  Writ  was  issued  to  the  Seneschall  of  Gas- 
cony  and  Constable  of  Bourdeaux,   commanding 
them,,  that,  without  any  delay,  they  should  cause  to 
•be  msde  in  .the  City  of  Bayonne,  Money  of  the 
;sajDpe,kind,  and  of  equal  Weight  and  value,  as  had 
fb$en>  accustomed  to  be  made  in  the  City  of  Bour- 
(jteaux,  a^nd  elsewhere  in  the  said  Duchy,  and  if  they 
had  sufficient  reason  for  not  obeying  that  command, 
that  they  should  signify  the  same,  to  the  King  and 
,bjs(  Council,  under  their  seals,  distinctly,  openly, 
aqd  .without  delay  a. 

.     J 4 24  or   1425,     About  the  same  time  he,  hy 

Charter   of  lnspeximus,  confirmed  the  privileges, 

.Scp.^whiah  King  Edward  HI.  granted,  in  his  28th 

year5j  to?  the  Workers  and  Moneyers  in  the  Ducby 

of  Aquitainb,  •  * 

*. Statute  2  H,.  VI.  cliap.  14.  The  Commons  had  petitioned 
that  the  Master  of  the  Mint  might,  in  ease  that  he  offended,  be 
;  judged  by  the  common  law.  [Rolls  of  Parliament;  vol.  IV.  p. 
257  J  a  Rot.  Vase.  2  and  3  H.  VI.  m.  13. 

b  Rot.  Vase.  2  and  3  H,  VI.  m.  11. 
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1426-  Soon  after  this,  an  Ordinance  was  issued 
for  the  coining  t>f  Nobles,  together  with  their  half 
and  quarter,  in  France,  and  it  was,  probably,  about 
the  same  time,  that  the  Coins  of  Charles  VII.  were 
put  down,  because  they  were  of  less  weight  than  the 
Money  of  Henry  c. 

1428.  In  his  seventh  year  the  King  required  to 
be  certified  of  the  Assays  which  had  been  made  be- 
fore the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  by  Bartholomew 
Goldbeter,  Master  of  the  Mint,  of  the  Coins  struck 
in  the  Tower,  apd  at  Calais,  from  the  second  year  of 
his  reign  to  that  time.  It  appears;  from  the  return 
to  this  writ,  that  all  the  Money  which  ,  had  been 
made  during  that  period  was  found  to  be  agreeable 
to  standard  d. 

1429.  The  Commons  petitioned  that  the  Statutes 
relating  to  the  Staple  of  Calais  might  be  enforced, 
from  the  neglect  of  which  the  Mint  there  "  was  like 
to  stand  void,  dissolate,  and  to  be  distrued." e    In 

'  compliance  with  this  Petition,  the  17th  Chapter  of 
9  Statute  made  in  this  year  enacted,  that  the  Staple 
should  be  wholly  at  the  said  Town  of  Calais,  and  in 
hone  other  place  beyond  the  sea ;  and,  by  the  1 8th 
Chapter,  it  was  provided,  that  the  whole  payment 
should  be  made  in  hand  for  wool,  woolfels,  arid  tin  J 
in  Gold  and  Silver,  without  subtilty  or  collusiotf. 
Also,  that  the  Bullion  should  be  brought  to  the 
Mint  at  Calais,  namely,  for  every  Sampler  of  wool, 

«  Le  Blanc,  p.  244,  wfio  says  that  Charles  was  obliged  greatly 
to  reduce  the  weight  of  his  Money,  which  was  never  done1 'by 
Henry  whilst  he  remained  master  of  Paris. 

<*  Pat.  7  H.VI.  p.  l.fla.  18.  '       '' 

*  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol!  IV.  p.  359. '     , 
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whereof  the  weight  of  the  sack  should  be  sold  for 
twelve  Marks,  six  Pounds ;  for  ten  Marks,  five 
Pounds;  for  eight  Marks,  four  Pounds  ;  apd  of  the 
tyoolfels  after  the  rate ;  to  be  forged  into  the  King's 
Coin.  And  the  seller  was  forbidden  to  lend  any 
Merchant  any  of  the  Money  which  he  should  receive 
from  him,  but  the  same  Money  was  to  be  brought 
into  the  realm  without  subtilty  or  fraud. 

Prom  the  24th  Chapter  we  learn  that  the  Mer- 
chants Aliens  had  of  late  introduced  a  custom  of 
refusing  to  take  Silver  as  they  were  wont  for  their 
merchandizes,  and  of  taking  only  Gold'  Nobles, 
Half  Nobles,  and  Farthings,  which  from  time  to 
time  they  carried  out  of  the  realm  into  other  foreign 
Countries,  where  they  were  changed  to  their  in- 
crease, and  forged  in  other  Coins,  so  that  they 
gained  in  the  Allay  of  every  Noble  Twenty  Pence, 
against  the  tenor  of  the  Statutes  thereof  made,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  King,  and  of  his  whole 
•realm.  Therefore  the  King,  willing  to  provide  a 
remedy,  ordained,  that  no  Merchant  Alien  should 
constrain  nor  bind  any  of  his  liege  people,  by  pro- 
mise, covenant,  nor  liege,  to  make  him  payment  in 
Gold  for  any  manner  of  debt  due  to  him,  nor  refuse 
to  receive  payment  in  Silver  for  any  manner  of  such 
d\ity  or  debt,  upon  the  pain  of  the  double  value  of 
the  samef. 

1431.  In  this  year  the  Mayor,  Burgesses,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Bayonne,  represented 
to  the  Kins  the  great  want  of  his  Coins  which  then 
existed  in  that  place,  and  which  was  occasioned  by 

f  Statute  $  H.  VI.  chap.  17,  18,  and  <24. 
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the  war,  which  prevented  the  bringing  of  Silver 
to  his  Coinage  at  Bourdeaux  to  be  made  into 
Money  there.  In  consequence  of  that  scarcity  of 
his  Coins,  the  Money  of  other  Kingdoms,  such 
as  Castille,  Portugal,  Arragon,  and  Navar,  and 
various  others,  were  commonly  current  there,  to 
the  great  loss  of  his  subjects.  They  therefore 
prayed,  that  a  remedy  might  be  provided.  Where- 
fore the  King  commanded,  that  Money  of  Gold 
and  Silver  should  be  made  in  his  Castle  of  Bay- 
onne  of  the  same  kind,  allay,  and  weight,  as  the 
Money  of  Bourdeaux,  during  his  pleasure,  pro- 
vided it  could  be  done  without  any  prejudice  to  him- 
self or  others;  and  that  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in 
Bourdeaux  should  hold  that  office  in  Bayonne  also ; 
and  that,  during  that  time,  the  inhabitants  of  Bay* 
onne  should  enjoy  all  the  profits  arising  from  the 
Money  there  made,  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the 
defence  of  their  City.  Provided  always,  that  the 
said  Mayor,  &c.  should  bear  all  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  making  such  Money,  and  also  build, 
within  the  said  Castle,  houses,  and  other  places  ne- 
cessary for  making  the  same,  and  should  render  to 
the  King,  in  his  Exchequer,  a  due  and  lawful 
account  of  all  the  profits  accruing  from  it,  and  afeo 
of  the  sums  expended  upon  the  fortifications,  when- 
ever they  should  be  required  so  to  do  *. 

1432.     The  Pope's  Ambassador  had  license  to 
pass  out  of  the  kingdom  with  Gold,  Money,  and 

jewels,    to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  Pounds h. 

« 

%  Vase.  10  H.  VI.  m.  10.    Rymer,  vol.  X.  p.  498.    Ducarels 
Postscript/ p.  18. 
h  CI.  10  H,  VI.  m.  1.    Rymer,  vol.  X.  p.  515. 
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And  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  being  about  to  attend. 
the  General  Council  at  Basil,   had  permission  to 
carry  with  him  goods,  jewels,  and  vessels  of  Silver, 
to  the  value  of  one  thousand  Pounds '. 

The  Commons  complained  to  the  Parliament 
which  met  in  his  tenth  year,  that  the  penalties  for 
offences  against  the  staple  were  so  light  that  the 
Statutes  were  perpetually  evaded,  by  carrying  wools, 
&c.  to  other  places,  the  effect  of  which  was, 
that  the  Money  did  not  come  into  the  kingdom 
again,  nor  was  the  realm  thereby  increased,  nor  the 
Mint  at  Calais  sustained.  They  therefore  prayed, 
that  the  penalty  might  be  made  the  full  forfeiture 
of  the  goods,  and  that  every  man  might  have  power, 
by  authority  of  Parliament,  to  make  search  in  every 
place  where  it  might  be  needful k. 

This  was  granted,  and  the  same  was  enacted,  in 
the  7th  Chapter  of  a  Statute  then  made,  nearly  in 
the  words  of  the  Petition  *. 

In  this  year  was  an  Indenture  with  William  Bus, 
then  Mint  Master,  on  the  same  conditions  as  that  of 
his  first  year  m. 

1433.  The  King,  having  been  informed  that  the 
Coinage  of  Money  in  his  Castle  of  Bourdeaux  had 
been  for  a  loftg  time  stopped,  to  the  great  loss  of 
himself  and  his  subjects,  directed  a  Writ  to  the  Se- 
neschal! of  Gascony,  and  the  Constable  of  Bour- 

.    *  Franc.  11  H.  VI.  m.  15.     Rymer,  vol.  X.  p.  528. 
'  k  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  410. 

1  Statute  10  Hi  VI.  chap.  7. 

m  Claus.  10  H,  VI.  m.  12.  dors.  There  were  other  indentures 
on  the  like  terms,  in  his  12th,  24th,  30th,  and  31st  years,  and 
until  his  49th  year. 
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deaux,  by  which  he  commanded  them,  and  thereby 
gave  them  power,  to  make  Money  of  Gold,  Silver, 
and  Billon,  within  the  said  Castle,  of  the  same  coin- 
age, allay,  assay,  and  weight,  as  it  had  been  made 
during  the  reign  of  King  Richard  II.  aod  of  Henry 
1 V,  and  y. ;  the  said  Seneschall,  &c.  to  answer  to 
the  King  in  all  things  belonging  to  him  in  that  be- 
half*1.       •   .  .  r. 

In  his  llth  year  the  Commons  complained,  that 
Foreign  Brokers  were  flowed  within  the  realm, 
who  made  exchanges  between  Merchant  and  ]V|er- 
chant,  whereby  Merchants  Aliens  did  not  emplpy 
their  Money  in  merchandizes  of  the  realm,  but  sent 
away  their  Money  over  sea  by  such  exchanges,  to 
theembezzlement  of  the  King's  Customs,  and  'im- 
poverishment of  the  Commons  of  the  realm.  They 
therefore  petitioned,  that,  from  that  time,  no  Alien 
born  should  be  a  Broker, under  the  penaltytof  twelve 
Pounds,  as  often  as  he  should  be  proved,  and.  con- 
victed, to  have  acted  as  such. 

This  Petition  was  refused  to  be  granted  a,  as  ,was 
jdso  another,  by  which  they  endeavoured  to  induce 
the  King  to  increase  the  penalties  respecting  ex- 
changes to  the  Court  of  Rome  P.  , 

They  were,  however,  more  successful  in  a  subse- 
quent Petition  *  for  the  enforcing  the  observation  of 
a  Statute  of  his  8th  year,  which  enjoined  the  carry- 

9 

«vVasc.  11  H.  VI.  m.  11.  Rymer,  vol.  X.  p.  544.  Duca- 
reFs  Postscript,  p.  20. 

o  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  449,  Aliens  were  forbidden 
to  be  brokers  by  Statute  50  Edward  HI.  and  9  H.  V.'  [Rolls  of 
Parliament,  vol.  V.  p.  56.]  This  provision,  however,  does  not 
appear  in  the  printed  Statutes. 

P  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  454.  '   q  Id.  ibid. 
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part  of  their  expenses  of  nee^ssite  most  departe  our 
Soveraigne  Lordes  Cotgne,  that  is  to  wete,  a  Peny  in 
two  peces,  or  elles  forego  all  the  same  Peny,  for  the 
paiement  of  an  Half  Peny :  and  also  the  pouere  com- 
mon re tai Hours  of  vitailles,  and*  of  oyer  nedefull 
thyngs,  for  defaute  of  such  Coigne  of  Half  Penyes 
and  Ferthings,  oftentymes  mowe  not  sell  their  seid 
vitailles- and  things,  and  many  of  our  seid  Sove- 
raine  Lordes  pouere  liege  people,  which  wold  bye 
such  vitailles  and  other  smale  thinges  necessarie, 
mowe  not  bye  they  me,  for  defaute  of  Half  Penyes 
and  Ferthings  not  hadde,  nouther  on  the  partie  bier, 
nor  on  the  partie  seller  ;  which  scarcitie  and  want- 
yng  of  Half  Penyes  and  Ferthings,  hath  falle,  and 
dayly  yet  doth,  because  that  for  their  grete  weight, 
and  their  finesse  of  allay,  thei  be  daily  tried 
and  molte,  and  putte  into  other  use,  unto  then- 
cresce  of  wynnyng  of  theym  that  so  do  :  and  her- 
uppon,  after  your  gode  advisez,  wise  and  sad  dis- 
crescions,  to  offre  to  the  presence  of  oure  seid 
Sovereigne  Lord  this  present  Bille,  to  be  enact 
atte  your  prayer  and  request,  and  that  oure  seid 
Soverein  Lord,  by  thavys  and  assent  of  the  Lordes 
spirituelx  and  temporelx,  and  of  you  the  Com- 
munes, in  this  present  Parleirieht  assembled,,  for  to 
ordeyn  and  stablishe,  that  every  pound  weight  of  the 
Tour,  of  Half.Penyes  and  Ferthings,  which  be  nowe 
of  ye  nombre  of  xxx#.  from  this  tyine  forth,  to  be 
of  the  nombre  of  xxxiii.?.  no  fynesse  abated  of  the 
alley,  wherof  our  Soverein  Lord  to  have  and  take  for 
his  Seigneurage  viirf.  in  nombre  ;  and  the  Maistr1 
of  his  Mynt  withynne  the  seid  Tour  for  the  tyme 
beyng,  to  have  and  take  for  his  labour  of  double 
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mekyog;-  blauncbyng,  wast,  tad  other  costs,  viirf. 
in  nombre ;   Mid  the  Moneoiirs,   because  of  their- 
gsetter  labour  to  make  so  many  sraale  paces,  -tfcrof 
to  have  and  take  xd.  and  so  yet  shall  reroayn  unto* 
the  hondesof  him  that  oweth  the  bullion  xxx\s.  unto 
his  encreoe  *ii<f .  r  moreover,  that  Half  Penyes  and 
Ferthinges  renne  not,  only  in  paieroent  in  grate 
sooames  omoage  the  peple,  with  ojqrten  other  mqney 
amonge ;   that  is  to  sey,  that  no  maa  be  bouade  to 
receyve  in  paiement  but  after  the  quantise  and  rate,, 
in  every  xxs.  of  Grotes,  Half  Grotes,  *nd  Pens,  xtirf. 
in  Half  Pens  and  Berthings,  aj*d  namore ;  and  yet- 
that  by  the  wille  and  consent  of  hym  that  shall  re- 
eeyve  the  paiement,  and  that  this  Ordenaunce  en« 
dare  unto  the  next  Parliment ;  provided  also,  that: 
no  white  Money,  as  Grote,  Half  Grote,  Peny,  Half 
Peny,  nor  Ferihings,  be  broke  nor  raolte  for  the 
cause  above  seide,  upon  the  peyne  of.  forfeiture  uato 
the  Kyng,   the  double  value  of  as  moch  as  a*  ap 
molten  or  broken :  Considering  furthermore,  that 
by  this  mene,  plente  of  Half  Penyes  and  Fer&hings? 
«hall  be  had  in  short  tyme  tfayurgh  this  seide  roialrae, 
and  tlie  peple  gretly  eased,  and  the  King  profited «i»> 
his  JBeigoeurage,  and  all  chippy&g  and  raeUy  *g<  of,  * 
Half  Penyes  and  Ferthings  hereafter  finally  ferd<^ 
This  for  the  love  of  God,  an&  for  the  common  profit, 
of  the  poure  tiege,  peple,  which  for  this/  rnftrhfpy 
dede  shall  hertly  pray  to  God  for  you." b  ■*.    •  >  .<  .. ,  . 
This  Petition  was  grafted,  -and  the  regglfttigns . 
which  it  required  were  to  be  in  force  for  two  yef>rs 
from  the  8th  of  April  in  the  year  144^ ;  but  4he 

b  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  V.  p.  109. 
VOL.  II.  Z 
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King  reserved  to  himself  the  power  of  restraining 
the  Ordinance  whenever  he  should  think  proper. 

1447*  About  this  time  the  clipping  and  counter- 
feiting of  the  Coins  wa$  carried  to  such  a  length  in 
Ireland,  thai  it  became  necessary  to  provide  some 
remedy  against  the  practice.  Accordingly,  in  a 
Parliament  held  at  Trymme,  the  Friday  next  after 
the  Epiphany,  before  John  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  the 
King's  Lieutenant,  a  Statute  was  made,  the  22d 
chapter  of  which  was  to  this  effect :  —  For  that  the 
clipping  of  the  Coin  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King  hath  caused  divers  men  in  this  land  of  Ireland 
to  counterfeit  the  same,  to  the  great  damage  and 
destruction  of  the  said  land,  and  is  like  to  do  more 
hereafter:  Wherefore  it  is  ordained  and  agreed  by 
authority  of  this  present  Parliament,  that  no  Money 
so  clipped  be  received  in  any  place  of  the  said  land, 
from  the  first  day  of  May  next  to  come,  nor  the 
Money  called  O'Reyley's  Money,  or  any  other  un- 
lawful Money,  so  that  one  Coiner  be  ready  at  the 
said  day  to  make  the  Coin  c. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  meaning  of 
the  concluding  sentence.  Could  it  be  intended,  that 
if  a  Coiner  were  not  ready  at  the  time  specified, 
the  clipped  and  counterfeit  Money  was  still  to  be 
current  ? 

By  the  same  Statute  it  was  ordained  that  no  per- 
sons, except  Knights  and  Prelates  of  Holy  Church, 
should  use  any  gilt  bridles,  peytrells,  or  other  har- 
ness ;  and  that  if  any  other  should  be  found  with 
such  harness  it  should  be  lawful  for  every  man  that 

c  Simon's  Essay  on  Irish  Coins,   Appendix,  No.  3,  Statute 
25H.VI. 
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would,  to  take  the  said  man,  his  horse  and  harness, 
and  to  possess  the  same  as  his  own  goods.  This 
Statute  was  not  repealed  until  10  and  11  Charles  I.d 

1448-9.  The  third  chapter  of  the  Statute  which 
was  made  in  his  27th  year  recited  the  4th  of  King 
Henry  IV.  to  prevent  carrying  Bullion,  &c.  out  of 
the  kingdom,  by  merchants  aliens,  strangers,  deni~ 
sens,  and  others;  and  enacted  further,  that  if  any 
Gold  or  Silver  in  Coin,  Plate,  or  mass,  should  be 
carried  out  of  the  realm,  contrary  to  the  above- 
mentioned  Statute,  it  should  be  lawful  for  any 
person  to  pursue  an  action  of  debt  against  all  the 
Customer?,  Comptrollers,  and  Searchers,  in  whose 
knowledge,  or  default  against  their  office,  such 
Gold,  &c.  should  be  carried  out  of  the  realm.  This 
ordinance  was  to  be  in  force  on  the  Quindeme  of 
Easter  next  following,  and  to  continue  until  the 
next  Parliament e. 

1453*  John  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  the  King's 
locum  tenens  in  Aquitain,  had  power  granted  to 
him  by  writ  to  coin,  with  the  Ring's  die,  Money  of 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Billon,  as  often  as  he  should  think 
fit,  and  to  give  it  such  current  value  as  should  be  for 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  King  and  of  the 
Country,  and  to  punish  those  who  should  refuse  to 
receive  the  same,  and  offenders  against  the  Coinage, 
as  the  cases  might  require f. 

1454*  In  this  year  the  Commons  represented, 
that  for  want  of  enforcing  the  Statutes  relating  to 

*  Chap.  VI.  Irish  Statutes. 
«  Statute  27  H.  VI  chap.  111. 

f  Vase.  31  H.  VI.  m.  7.    Rymer,  vol  XI.  p.  31S.    bucarel's 
Postscript. 

Z  2 
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the  Staple  at  Calais,  the  Mint  there  was  like  to 
stand  void,  desolate,  and  to  be  destroyed.  And  also, 
that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  had  forbidden  the  pas- 
sage of  Bullion  through  Flanders,  Brabant,  Holland, 
and  Zealand,  to  come  to  Calais  (although  the  said 
Bullion  was  not  the  produce  of  any  land  of  hi*), 
whereof  Money  should  be  coined  in  the  Kinrg's 
Mint  there,  and  firota  thence  be  carried  and  spread 
in  the  realm,  to  pay  the  growers  of  wool,  &c.  the 
lack  whereof  was  greatly  hurtful  to  the  Commotio 
wealth,  as  was  well  known.  They  therefore  recom- 
mended, as  a  remedy,  thai  if  the  Duke  would  not 
take  off  the  restraints  on  the  passage  of  Bullion,  no 
wool,  &c.  should  be  allowed  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
realm  into  his  countries. 

This  violent  measure  the  King  did  not  think  (it 
to  adopt,  and  in  consequence  the  Petition  was  not 
granted  s. 

The  Commons  further  petitioned,  that  the  Mines 
of  Silver  Ore,  in  the  Counties  of  Devon,  Cornwall, 
Dorset,  and  Somerset,  which  had  not  been  worked 
for  a  long  time,  might  be  again  opened,  on  account 
of  the  great  scarcity  of  Money.  This  Petition  like- 
wise was  rejected,  but  upon  what  ground  cannot 
now  be  ascertained  * 

1455.  When  the  Parliament  met  at  Westmin- 
ster on  the  9th  of  July,  in  his  33d  year,  the  Chan- 
cellor caused  to  be  read  certain  articles  containing 
the  causes  for  which  it  was  summoned,  the  13th  of 
which  was  —  Item,  to  provide  and  ordain  means  to 
set  aside  the  bearing  out  of  Gold,  and  Silver  of  this 


S  Roils  of  Parliament,  vol.  V.  p.  Z76. 


k  Id.  ib.  p.  27*. 
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realm  to  Bourdeaux  and  other  places,  without  the 
which  great  inconvenience  is  like  to  ensue,  as  well 
in  impoverishing  this  land  as  otherwise •. 
.  I  do  not  find  that  this  "business  was  carried  any 
further.  All  proceedings  were  probably  stopped  by 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  kingdom ;  for,  in  February 
following,  the  Duke  of  York  was  declared  in  Parlia- 
ment Protector  and  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown, 
with  succession  upon  the  death  of  King  Henry,  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  son.  Though  the  weak  and 
pusillanimous  Monarch  submitted  to  this  arrange- 
ment, yet  his  Queen  did  not  tamely  acquiesce,  but, 
after  some  ineffectual  attempts  to  destroy  the  Duke 
of  York  secretly,  levied  an  army,  declaring  publicly 
her  intention  to  revenge  the  injury  thus  done  to  her 
son,  and  to  deliver  her  husband  out  of  captivity. 

Before  this  contest  commenced,  and  even  whilst 
it  was  carrying  on,  some  regulations  respecting  the 
Mint  in  Ireland  were  enacted. 

1456*  At  the  Parliament,  which  was  held  at 
Naas,  on  the  Friday  next  after  the  Feast  of  All 
Saints;  before  Thomas  Fitz  Maurice,  Earl  of  Kil- 
dare,  Deputy  to  Richard  Duke  of  York  the  King's 
Lieutenant,  it  was  thus  enacted  at  the  request  of  the 
Commons:  Whereas  no  mean  could  be  found  to 
keep  the  King's  Coin  within  the  land  of  Ireland,  all 
manner  of  men  coming  out  of  other  lands  with  their 
merchandizes,  that  is  to  say,  Frenchmen,  Spaniards, 
Britons,  Portingalls,  and  other  sundry  nations,  shall 
pay  for  every  pound  of  Silver  that  they  shall  carry 
out  of  Ireland  forty  Pence  of  custom  to  the  King's 

»  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.*V.  p.  279. 
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Customer  to  the  use  of  the  King ;  and  if  any  marl 
shall  do  the  contrary  in  concealing  of  the  said  cus- 
tom, he  shall  pay  for  every  Penny  twenty  Shillings 
to  the  said  Customers  to  the  King's  use*.  And 
further,  as  Ireland  is  greatly  impoverished  by  the 
daily  exportation  of  Silver  Plate,  broken  Silver, 
Bullion,  and  wedges  of  Silver,  and  by  the  great 
clipping  of  the  Coin  by  Irish  enemies  arid  English 
rebels,  by  which  the  Coin  is  diminished  and  greatly 
impaired,  and  the  Irish  Money  called  the  O'Reyley's 
daily  increases ;  it  is  therefore  enacted,  that  every 
person  who  carries  broken  Silver,  Bullion,  or  wedges 
of  Silver,  out  of  the  land,  shall  pay  for  custom  to  the 
King  twelve  Pence  for  every  ounce:  except  lords 
and  messengers  going  to  England  upon  business  of 
the  publick,  who  may  carry  Plate  with  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  degrees !. 

A  little  before  this  time  the  King,  urged  no  doubt 
by  distress,  had  recourse  to  Alchemy  for  the  supply 
of  his  Mints  with  Bullion  ;  and  now,  in  his  35th 
year,  his  expectations  were  raised  so  high,  that  in  a 
Patent  which  he  granted  to  certain  persons  for  prac- 
tising that  art,  he  speaks  with  the  utmost  confidence 
of  being  able  soon  to  pay  all  his  debts  with  real  Gold 
and  Silver  produced  by  the  Stone  ■. 

1 4ff0.  About  four  years  afterward  it  was  enacted 
in  the  Parliament  at  Drogheda  (which  was  held  be- 
fore Richard  Duke  of  York  Lord  Lieutenant),  in 
manner  following :  That  the  English  Noble,  of  law- 

\ 

fc  Irish  Statute  35  H.  VI.  chap.  x. 
»  Simon,  Appendix  N°  IV.  Statute  35  H.  VI.  chap.  xii. 
m  Pat.  34  H.  VI.  m,  7.  and  Pat.  35  H.  VI.  m.  6,    See  the  In- 
troduction under  the  head  -7  Supply  of  Bullion. 
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ful  weight,  shall  pass  in  Ireland  at  the  value  of 
eight  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  and  the  half  and 
quarter  in  proportion.    The  Gross  of  London,  York, 
and  Calais,  not  clipped  within  the  extreme  circle,  at 
five  pence,  and  the  Demy-gross,  and  the  Denier,  in 
proportion.     The  Gross,  clipped,  at  four  pence,  and 
the  Demy-gross  and  Denier,  clipped,  at  an  equal 
rate.     And  as  not  only  the  Duchy  of  Normandy, 
but  also  the  Duchy  of  Guienne,  when  they  were 
under  the  obedience  of  the  realm  of  England,  yet 
were  nevertheless  separate  from  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  England,  and  had  also  Coins  for  themselves  dif- 
ferent from  the  Coin  of  England ;  so  Ireland,  though 
it  be  under  the  obedience  of  the1  same  realm,  is  ne- 
vertheless separate  from  it,  and  from  all  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  it,  only  such  as  are  there  by  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  freely 
admitted  and  accepted  of  in  Parliament  or 'Great 
Council,  by  which  a  proper  Coin,  separate  from  the 
Coin  of  England,  was  with  more  convenience  agreed 
to  be  had  in  Ireland  under  two  forms  :  the  one  of 
the  weight  of  half  quarter  of  an  ounce  troy-weight, 
on  which  shall  be  imprinted  on  one  side  a  Lion,  and 
on  the  other  side  a  Crown,  called  an  Irlandes  d' Ar- 
gent, to  pass  for  the  value  of  one  Penny  sterling ; 
the  other  of  vii  ob.  of  troy-weight n,   having  im- 
printed on  one  part  of  it  a  Crown,  and  on  the  other 
part  a  Cross,  called  a  Patrick,  of  which  eight  shall 
pass  for  one  Denier  °.    That  a  Gross  be  made  of  the 

»  That  is,  seven  grains  and  an  half.  Simon,  p.  20.  But  qu  ? 
whether  Troy  should  not  be  Tower. 

e  Mr.  Simon  satys,  "  It  appears  by  this  Act,  that  Copper  or 
mixed  Money  was,  for  the  first  time,  coined  in  this  reign,,  with 
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weight  of  three'  Deniers  sterling,  and  to  pass  for 
four  Deniers  sterling,  which  shall  have  imprinted 
on  it  ori  one  side  a  Crown,  and  on  the  other  a  Gross 
like  tire  Coin  of  Calais,  bearing  about  the  Cross  in 
Writing  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  Coin  is 
made ;  and  that  every  person  who  brings  Bullion 
to  the  Mint,' ought  to  receive  and  have  for  every 
ounce  of  §ilver,  troy-weight,  nine  of  the  said  Grosses 
of  the  value  of  three  Deniers  p.  That  the  Coin 
called  the  Jack  be  hereafter  of  no  value,  and  void, 

a  parliamentary  sanction ;  for  such  I  take  the  first  Coin  to  be, 
which  was  to  weigh  half  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  or  sixty  grains, 
and  to  pass  for  one  Penny ;  whereas,  had  it  been  Silver,  it  should 
have  passed  for  five  pence ;  [should  it  not  be  four  pence  ?  as  the 
Penny  weighed  fifteen  grains  until  the  49th  of  Henry  VI.]  there- 
fore it  must  be  some  mixed  Metal,  valued  at  eight  pence  the 
ounce,  or  eight  Shillings  the  pound,  troy;  Silver  being  then 
valued  at  thirty  Shillings  the  pound,  troy,  to  the  merchant,  at 
the  rate  of  nine  groats,  or  three  Shillings  the  ounce  out  of  the 
Mint,  and  at  twenty-seven  Shillings  only  for  such  Bullion  as  was 
brought  to  the  King  s  Exchange.  This  Metal,  I  presume,  was 
about  two  ounces  fine,  and  ten  ounces  allay,  that  is,  two  ounces 
of  Silver,  and  Ten  ounces  of  Copper.  The  second  Coin  must 
have  been  of  the  same  Metal,  as  it  is  the  exact  proportion  of 
the  piece  designed  to  pass  at  one  Penny."  [Irish  Coins,  page  21.] 
Neither  of  these  Coins  is  now  known  to  exist. 

P  So*  that  he  who  brought  to  the  Mint  an  ounce  of  Silver,  (or 
four,  hundred  and  eighty  grains  troy)  received  in  return  but  four 
hundred  and  five  grains,  the  weight  of  nine,  groats,  and  conse- 
quently lost  seventy-five  grains,  about  six  pence  and  one  third  of 
a  Penny  per  ounce,  which  I  presume  went  towards  paying  the 
eharges  of  Coinage,  and  Seignorage,  and  Brassage,  or  the  duty 
on  the  coining  of  Money.  It  was  to  discharge  this  duty  that 
allay  was  introduced,  when  it  was  called  Brassage,  as  well  as, 
Monetagium,  from  the  mixture  of  Brass.  [Simon,  ubi  supra.] 
But  quaere  ?  this  account  of  Brassage  being  instead  of  the  Mo- 
neyage, as  both  were  unquestionably  used  together: 
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and  that  the  above  Coins  be  m.adtf  in  the  Castles  of 
Dublin  and  Trymme.  This  Act  to  commence  on 
St.  Patrick's  Day.  The  Parliament  adjourned  to 
the  Monday  after  Trinity  Sunday,  and  then  enacted 
that  the  following  Coins,  being  of  full  weight,  should 
pass  at  the  respective  value  as  under : 

$.  d.  s.  d. 


The  Rider  at  4  0 
TheDuckatat  4  2 
The  Jean  at  -     4  2 


The  Crown  at --34 

The  Burgoinge  Noble  at  6  8 
The  Salute  at 4  2 

And  if  anv  of  the  said  Gold,  or  of  the  English  No- 
ble,  Demy  Noble,  'or  Quadrant  of  Gold,  should  not 
be  of  full  weight,  then  a  proportionable  allowance 
to  be  made. 

And  as  there  was  great  variance  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Gross,  Demy  Gross,  and  Denier,  it  was  enacted 
that  the  Gross,  and  Demy  Gross,  having  the  second 
circle  clear  and  not  clipped,  and  if  any  writing  ap- 
peared above  the  said  circle  in  two  quarters  %  that 
then  the  Gross  should  pass  for  five*  Pence,  and  the 
Demy  Gross  for  two  Pence  Halfpenny,  and  that  all 
Deniers  which  passed  in  England,  should  pass  in 
Ireland  for  one  Penny  Farthing.  That  the  Denier 
with  the  Cross,  called  Irlandes,  should  be  utterly 
void,  and  in  lieu  of  it  a  Penny  should  be  struck  in 
Silver,  having  the  weight  of  the  fourth  part  of  the 
New  Gross  of  Ireland,  and  that  it  should  be  im- 
printed and  iriscribed  as  the  New  Gross r. 

1401.     In  pursuance  of  the  first  of  these  Acts, 

,  %  This  seems  to  be  most  ingeniously  devised  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  the  clippers  how  far  their  shears  might  go,  without 
diminishing  the  current  value  of  the  Coins. 

*  Rot.  Tur.  Birmingham  38  H.  VI.    Simon's  Appendix,  N»  V. 
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« 

Herman  Lyncbe*  of  London,  Goldsmith,  Master 
and  Worker  of  the  King's  Mint  in  his  realm  of  Ire- 
land within  his  Castle  of  Dybelyn  [Dublin],  and 
within  the  Castle  of  Trim,  and  Town  of  Gal  way, 
and  Graver  of  the  Puncheons,  for  life,  was  autho- 
rized by  Indenture,  to  strike  Money  according  to 
the  provisions  of  that  Statute.  Of  the  Groats  he  was 
to  make  120  to  the  pound  troy,  or  10  to  the  ounce, 
and  to  answer  to  the  King  for  one  plate  of  every  such 
pound,  so  made,  for  the  Coinage,  and  to  the  Mer- 
chant for  114  plates ;  and  the  Master  to  have  the 
remaining  five  plates  to  his  proper  use  freely,  with- 
out any  thing  therefore  beryng  to  the  King,  for  his 
labour,  &c.  The  Twopences  and  Pennies  at  the 
same  rate  according  to  their  proportion. 

He  was  also  to  make  eight  pieces  of  Brass,  run- 
ning at  the  value  of  one  Penny  of  the  King's  said 
Silver. 

All  the  foresaid  Monies  of  Silver,  or  Brass,  were 
to  be  imprinted,  and  bear  scripture,  and  to  be 
of  weight  and  allay  and  fineness  as  specified  in  the 
said  Statute. 

He  had  also  authority  to  strike  four  pieces  of 
Brass  or  Copper  running  at  one  penny  of  the  said 
Silver,  and  to  be  imprinted  with  a  figure  of  a  Bishop's 
head,  and  a  scripture  of  the  word  Patrick  about 
the  same  head,  on  the  one  side,  and  with  a  Cross 
with  the  word  salvator  thereabout,  on  the  other 
side ;  and  that  he  might  make  as  much  or  as  little 
of  every  sort  of  the  said  Money,  or  Coins,  of  Brass 
or  Copper,  as  he  should  think  profitable  and  good. 

The  Master  was  to  have  all  such  Brass  or  Copper 
Coins  to  his  own  proper  use,  for  sustentation  and 
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finding  of  labourers  about  the  said  Money,  and  hi* 
other  charges,  free  and  quit,  without  paying  any 
thing  to  the  King. 

He  was  to  account  yearly  for  the  King's  profit/ 

The  size,  weight,  and  quantity  of  the  said  Monies 
or  Coins  of  Brass  or  Copper  were  to  be  devised  and 
made  continually  by  the  discretion  of  the  Master ; 
Who  was  to  make,  during  his  life,  all  manner  of 
puncheons,  irons,  gravers,  and  other  instruments  be- 
longing to  the  said  Mints,  within  the  City  of  Lon* 
don,  or  elsewhere,  as  should  to  him  be  most  speed- 
ful. His  salary  was  to  be  ten  marks  yearly,  and  to 
be  allowed  in  his  accounts. 

He  was  to  put  a  privy  mark  upon  each  piece  of 
Silver.  Authority  was  given  to  him  to  take  la- 
bourers for  the  Mint,  who  were  punishable  if  they 
refused  to  work ;  and  he  was  to  have  all  liberties 
which  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don enjoyed g. 

1464.  After  the  battle  *of  Hexham,  in  1464, 
Henry  was  taken  prisoner,  and  Edward  IV.  ap* 
peared  to  be  securely  fixed  on  the  throne ;  but  by 
the  active  exertions  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick  ["  Proud 
setter  up  and  puller  down  of  Kings*9]  he  was  obliged 
to  fly  from  England,  and  Henry  again  became,  but 
for  a  very  short  period,  master  of  his  kingdom,  A.'D. 
1470.  The  battles  of  Barnet  andTewksbury  totally 
annihilatedhis  power,  and  his  death  quickly  followed; 

1470.  During  the  short  time,  however,  that  he 
continued  in  possession  of  the  throne  after  his  re- 
storation, an  Indenture  was  made  with  the  Master  2<u£ 


.*— 


of  the  Mint;  $ir  Richard  Tons  tall,  knt.  by  which7*~^*W 


«  Pat.  39  H.  VI.  in.  7. 
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the  weight  of  the  Coins  was  considerably  diminished. 
The  pound  weight,  Tower,  of  Gold  of  the  old  stahd- 
ard  was  then  to  be  coined  into  twenty-two  Pounds 
ten  shillings  by  tale ;  that  is,  it  was  to  make  sixty- 
seven  Angels  and  an  half  at  six  Shillings  and  eight 
Pence  each,  and  the  pound  weight  of  Silver  of  old 
sterling  was  to  be  shorn  into  one  hundred  and 
twelve  Groats  and  an  half,  amounting  to  thirty-seven 
Shillings  and  six  Pence ;  and  the  Half  Groats,  Pen* 
fries,  Halfpennies,  and  Farthings,  in  proportion. 
-  An  alteration  was  likewise  made  in  the  Seignorage ; 
and  whereas  the  King  had  taken  fourteen  Shilling* 
and  six  Pence  for  the  Coinage  of  every  pound, 
Tower,  of  Gold,  and  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  for 
Silver,  it  Was  now  ordered  that,  during  the  Ring's 
pleasure,  ten  Shillings  and  six  Pence  only  should  be 
taken  for  the  Gold,  and  two  Shillings  for  the  Silver  *. 

The  terms  of  this  Indenture  were  the  same  as 
those  of  the  5th  year  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth. 

Mr.  Folkes  thinks  it  most  probable  that  Money 
was  actually  coined  according  to  this  Indenture,  and 
takes  some  Henry  Groats  which  he  had  seen  with 
an  open  Crown,  and  marked  with  a  fleur  de  lis,  to 
have  been  such.  Their  weight,  he  says,  shows  them 
plainly  to  have  been  later  than  the  4th  year  of  King 
Edward ;  and  he  inclines  to  believe  them  this  King's 
from  their  Mint  mark,  as  he  takes  some  others  of 
the  like  weight,  but  marked  with  a  rose,  to  have 

t  CI.  49  H.  VI.  m.  4.dors.  See  Lowndes,  p.  39.  This  Inden- 
ture was  made  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  Privy  Seal  (to  George 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Legate  of  the  Apostolick  See,  the 
King's  Chancellor)  which  specified  the  express  tenor  and  form 
of  it.  [Writs  of  Privy  Seal  in  the  White  Tower,  marked  49  H.  VI.] 
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been  King  Henry  the  Seventh's,  and  coined  before 
he  exchanged  the  open  for  the  arched  Crown  u. 

All  this  may  possibly  be  correct ;  but  as  Henry 
the  Seventh  coined  at  the  same  .weight,  and  used 
the  same  Mint-mark,  it  cannot  now  be  ascertained 
to  which  Monarch  this  Money  belongs,  and  as  King 
Henry's  death  happened  within  a  short  time  after 
the  execution  of  this  Indenture,  it  is  probable  that 
very  little  Money  was  struck  by  virtue  of  it  A 
similar  doubt  exists  with  respect  to  the  Money 
which  was  coined  before  his  49th  year,  as  that  was 
'  in  every  respect  the  same  as  his  father's,  and  is  not 
to  be  distinguished  from  it ;  except,  perhaps,  in  the 
case  of  those  Coins  which  bear  on  the  Reverse  the 
names  of  the  Mints  of  Bristol  or  York,  as  the  Mints 
in  those  cities  appear  not  to  have  been  worked  in 
the  time  of  hip  father.  This  is  inferred  from  an 
indorsement  upon  an  Indenture  of  the  9th  of  King 
Henry  V.  by  which  the  powers  of  that  agreen&ent 
were  renewed,  and  the  Master  was  further  autho- 
rized to  coip  at  Bristol  and  York,  in  addition  to  the 
Mints  of  London  and  Calais,  which  alone  were  spe- 
cified in  the  Indenture  *. 

Specimens  of  the  Silver  Coins  which  are  usually 
appropriated  to  this  Monarch  are  given  in  the 
Plates;  and  when  the  great  length  of  his  reign  k 
considered,  it  will  appear  highly  probtfWe  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  do  really  belong  to  him,  al- 
though they  bear  no  decisive  marks  of  designation. 

Representations  of  those  which  are  called  his  Gold 
Coins  are  also  given,  although  their  appropriation 

»  Folkes's  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  p.  15. 
*  Bundle  in  the  Tower  unclasscd. 
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be  likewise  doubtful,  excepting  possibly  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Angel,  which  so  much  resembles  those 
which  Edward  IV.  coined  in  his  fifth  year,  that  it 
may,  with  little  hesitation,  be  given  to  this  Monarch 
as  the  produce  of  his  last  Coinage. 

Some  of  his  Irish  Money  is  so  fully  and  precisely 
described  in  the  Statute  of  Drogheda,  A.  D.  )  459> 
that  it  cannot  be  mistaken  ;  and  other  Coins,  which 
are  not  there  particularized,  may  be  ascertained  by 
a  comparison  with  the  Irish  Money  of  Edwwci  W. 
,  I  have  followed  Dr.  Ducarel  in  his  appropriation 
of  the  Anglo-Gallic  Coins  of  this  King,  though  I 
know  hot  that  it  is  correct,  excepting  possibly  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  Salutes  with  two  shields  of  arms; 
those  of  his  lather,  as  has  been  before  remarked, 
having  probably  but  one/. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  he  had  Mints  at  all  the 
following  places,  but.  some  of  them  depend  upon  the 
correctness  with  which  certain  Coins  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  him,  and  are  therefore  doubtful. 

Bayonne.  Canterbury. 

Bourdeaux.  Dublin. 

Bristol.  Dunwich*. 

Calais.  Durham. 

y  These  two  shields  appear  on  the  Reverse  of  his  Great  Seat. 
His  style  on  the  Obverse  differs  from  all  the  preceding  ones,  and 
is  P6NRICU8  D€l  EROTiaFRSNCORVOD  €T  SNELie  R€X. 
[Sandford  and  Speed.] 

*  This  name  is  inserted  in  order  to  point  out  a  very  singular 
error  into  which  that  respectable  author  Mr.  Leake  has  fallen. 
He  says  that  in  the  Indenture  of  the  1  H.  VI.  Bartholomew  Gold- 
heater  was  called  "  Mint  Master  en  le  Cite  de  Londres,  Cite  de 
Denwyk,  le  Ville  de  Brisant,  et  en  la  Ville  de  Calais ;"  where  it 
is  remarkable  that  Dunwich  is  called  a  City,  as  having  been  an 
Episcopal  See,  the  French  wprd  Cite'  signifying  an  Episcopal 
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London.  Waterford. 

Paris.  York  \ 

Trim. 
During  his  reign  several  instances  occur  of  Li- 
censes having  been  granted  for  the  multiplication  of 
metals  to  various  persons,  notwithstanding  the  Sta- 
tute of  the  5th  Henry  IV,  by  which  it  was  made 
felony  b. 


EDWARD   IV. 

I40O-I.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1460-I,  Edward 
Duke  of  York  ascended  the  throne  of  England;  and 
after  various  struggles  (during  the  continuance  of 
which  he  was  once,  in  1470,  obliged  to  fly  from  his 

Town,  as  formerly  it  did  with  us,  and  Bristol,  though  the  second 
town  in  England,  not  being  an  Episcopal  See  at  that  time,  is 
only  called  Ville,  and  accordingly  the  Coins  struck  at  those 
places  are  inscribed  civitas  dohwic,  and  villa  bxistol." 
[Historical  Account  of  English  Money,  page  149.] 

The  whole  which  is  here  related  of  the  Mint  at  Duawich  is 
founded  upon  a  misreading  of  the  Indenture.  The  word  is 
DetDwyk,  that  is  De  Everwyk,  York,  as  it  may  be  seen  in  the 
Clause  Roll  1  H.  VI.  m.  1.  The  same  Indenture  is  in  Latin  upon 
the  same  Roll,  m.  13.  dors.  Mr.  Leake  must  have  been  misled 
by  the  similarity  of  the  letters  n  and  u  in  the  MS.,  and  must 
have  overlooked  the  mark  of  abbreviation. 

a  It  should  seem  that  the  Coins  of  Henry,  struck  at  Bristol 
and  York,  do  not  belong  to  either  the  IVth  or  Vth  of  that  name, 
as  in  the  1st  of  Henry  VI.  an  Indenture  of  the  9th  of  Henry  V. 
to  Goldbeter,  was  confirmed  by  an  indorsement,  which  gave  the 
power  of  coining  at  those  two  places,  in  addition  to  London  and 
Calais,  which  alone  were  specified  in  the  Indenture.  [Bundle 
in  the  Tower  unclassed.] 

b  See  a  more  full  account  of  these  Licenses  in  the  Introduc- 
tion; under  the  head — Supply  of  Bullion. 
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kingdom),  at  last  established  himself  firmly  in  the 
government c. 

14^1.  At  a  very  early  period  after  his  accession 
he  seems  to  have  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  Coinage 
of  Ireland ;  for  it  appears  that  on  the  6th  of  August,1 
in  his  first  year,  Germayne  Lynch,  Goldsmith  of 
London,  was  made  Warden  and  Master  Worker  of 
the  Monies  in  the  Castles  of  Develyn  and  Trim*  in 
Ireland,  and  was  to  make  the  Coin;  upon  the  same 
terms  as  in  the  Statute  of  the  38th  of  Henry  VI.d 
And  soon  after  it  was  enacted  (in  a  Parliament 
which  was  held  at  Dublin,  before  Thomas  Fitz- 
Maurice  Earl  of  Kildare,  Lord  Deputy),  that  a 
Coin  of  Silver  should  be  struck,  L  e.  le  ]Vf  aille  of 
Silyer,  and  Quadrant,  and  that  they  .should  bear 
the  same  writing  and  crown  as  the  new  Denier c, 
according  to  the  rate  of  which  they  were  to  be 
made;  and  that  they  should  be  made  in  the  Castle 
of  Dublin,  and  be  taken  and  received  in  Ireland f. 

The  Continuator  of  the  History  of  Croyland  re- 
lates that  the  Money,  both'  of  Gold  and  Silver,  of 
the  three  Henries,  was  now  changed,  and  re-coined, 
in  order  that  the  name  of  Henry  might  he  erased 
from  k**      But  although  this   might  have  been 

c  To  prevent  confusion  1  have  given  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  jfche  last  King  and  the  former  part  of  the  present,  with- 
out interruption  from  the  short  changes  which  took  place. 

d  Pat.  1  E.  IV.  part  2.  m.  25. 

e  That  is,  the  Denier  struck  in  the  39th  of  Henry  Vf .  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  Statute  of  his  38th  year. 

f  Rot.  Tur.  Birai.  i  £.  IV.     Simon,  Appendix,  N°  6. 

g  Hist.  Croylandensis  Continuation  p.  533.  "  In  quo  siquidem 
Parliamento,  quaecunque  trium  Regum  temporibus  immediate 
praecedentium,  videlicet  Henrici  IV.  V.  &  VI.  concessa  fuerant 
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kitendfed  at  that  time,  yet  it  is  certain,  from  the 
Coins  of  Henry  which  still  remain,  that  no  such 
general  re-coinage  ever  did  take  place;  and  it 
appears,  from  the  Indentures,  that  Edward's  first 
English*  Coinage  was  in  his  4th  year. 

1462.  From  the  smallness  of  the  Irish  Coins 
above-mentioned,  which  rendered  them  liable  to  be 
soon  worn^.  and  easily  lost,  great  variance  arose 
among  the  King's  subjects*1;  wherefore,  by  an  Act 
of  his  second  year,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  Coin  of 
Copper,  mixed  with  Silver,  should  be  made  in  the 
Castle  of  Dublin,  having  on  one  side  the  print  of  a 
Cross,  and  on  the  other  part  a  CrovVn,  four  of 
which  were  to  be  taken  for  a  Penny  ;  and  that  there 
should  be  graven,  within  the  circumference  of  the 
Cross,  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  Coin  was 
made,  and  on  the  other  part  suns  and  roses  in  the 
circumference  of  the  Crown ;  and  that  no  sum 
should  be  struck  exceeding  an  hundred  marks ;  and 
provided  that  it  should  be  of  no  manner  of  prejudice 
to  the  patent  granted  to  Germyn  Lynch1. 

&  obtenta,  nullkis  esse  momenti  statutum  est,  sed  omnia  resumi 
penitus  &  annullari.  Sed  &  moneta  tarn  in  auro  quam  argento, 
ut  nomen  in  ea  prorsus  deleretur  Henrici,  similiter  mutata ,  est, 
&  denuo  fabricata."  I  know  not  the  Continuator's  authority 
for  this  account  respecting  the  Money.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Statute  1  £.  iy.  (which  revoked  certain  grants  of  the  three  pre- 
tenced  Kings)  that  can  in  any  way  warrant  it. 

h  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  page  ,23.    It  is  possible  that  the  vari- 
ances arose  from  the  causes  above-mentioned,  but  the  act  itself, 
as  quoted  in  Simon's  Appendix,  No.  VII,  simply  says,  "As  great 
variances  have  arose  between  the  King's. subjects  for  want  of 
.  small  Coin  for  change//  viz.  the  Denier  and  Quadrant. 
*  Rot.  Tur.  Birm.  2  E.  IV.    Simon's  Appendix,  No  VII, 

VOL.  II.  A    A 
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A  Warden  of  the  Mint,  and  a  Master  of  the 
Money,  were  appointed  for  this  Coinage k. 

1463.  In  his  third  year,  an  Act  was  passed  to 
confirm  the  Letters  Patent  to  Germyn  Lynch, 
which  had  been  granted  to  him,  according  to  the 
effect  of  the  Statute  made  by  the  authority  of  a 
Parliament  holden  at  Drogheda  in  the  38th  year  of 
King  Henry  VI.  By  this  Act  full  power  was  given 
to  him  and  his  deputy,  during  life,  to  make  all  the 
King's  Money  and  Coins,  and  to  do  all  things  need- 
ful thereto  within  the  town  of  Galway ;  and  he  was 
required  to  make  the  several  pieces  upon  the  same 
terms  as  those  in  the  Indenture  of  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary, 39th  of  Henry  VI. l  It  was  also  enacted,  that 
the  said  Germyn  should  hold  the  said  office,  not- 
withstanding any  resumption,  act,  or  ordinance  to 
the  contrary,  and  that  he  should  have  full  power  to 
act  every  thing,  according  to  the  said  Letters  Patent 
or  Acts,  within  the  cities  of  Waterford  and  Lime- 
rick, during  his  life,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  had 
been  ordained  to  be  done  in  the  castles  of  Dublin 
and  Trim,  and  that  he  should  make  the  following 
scripture  on  the  said  Coin  of  Silver :  viz.  on  the 
side  of  the  Cross,  posui  deum  adjutorem  meum, 
and  on  the  side  of  the  Crown,  edwardus  dei  gra- 
tia DO  MINUS  HIBERNIE. 

And  whereas  it  was  enacted  by  the  Parliament  at 
Drogheda,  in  the  38th  year  of  King  Henry  VI.  that 
the  Gross,  the  Denier,  the  Demy-Denier,  and  the 

k  Annal.  anon,  in  B\bl.  Cotton.     Simon,  p.  23. 

1  This  Act  authorized  him  to  make  all  the  Coins  comprized 
in  that  Indenture,  which  bore  date  on  Feb.  1,  about  one  month 
before  the  accession  of  Edward. 
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Quadrant,  should  be  struck  within  the  Castles  of 
Dublin  and  Trim ;  it  was  now  ordained,  (upon  the 
Petition  of  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Commons  of 
Waterford,  which  stated  that  they  were  daily  in- 
cumbered for  want  of  small  Coins  for  change  of 
greater  Coins,)  that  the  above-mentioned  small 
Coins  should  be  struck  at  Waterford,  of  the  size, 
weight,  and  print  as  mentioned  in  the  said  Act,  and 
that  they  should  be  inscribed  civitas  waterford. 

As  the  Gross,  the  Demy-fGross,  the  Denier,  and 
other  Coins,  were  greatly  diminished  by  clipping, 
it  was  farther  enacted,  at  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mons, that  no  clipped  Money  should  be  received 
in  payment  after  the  Feast  of  the  Purification  next 
ensuing  m. 

In  consequence  of  a  Petition  from  the.Comnions*, 
the  King  turned  his  thoughts  towards  his  foreign 
Dominions,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Staple  and  Mint 
which  were  established  at  Calais.  For  this  purpbse, 
the  English  Statute  of  his  third'  year  was  enacted, 
the  first  chapter  of  which  contained  several  regula- 
tions respecting  the  Staple,  and  provided,  that  from 
the  Feast  of  St  Michael,  next  ensuing,  no  person 
should  stsll  any  wool,  &c.  to  the  said  Staple  but  for 
ready  payment,  one  half  to  be  in  lawful  Money  of 
England,  or  in  Plate  or  Bullion  of  Silver  or  Gold* 
That  the  whole  of  the  Money  so  received  should  be 
brought  into  the  re&lm  of  England,  and  all  the  Plate 
and  Bullion  be  carried  into  the  Mint  at  Calais  to  be 

m  Statute  of  the  Parliament  at  Wexford  3  E.  IV.     Rot.  Tur. 
Bhrm. Simon's  Appendix,  N©  VIII. 
«  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  V.  p.  508. 

A    A    t 


35^  ANNALS   OF   THE   COINAGE. 

coined,  and  when  coined  *  should  be  brought  into 
England  within  three  months  °. 

1464*    In  his  fourths  year  a  new  Coinage  took 
place  by  virtue  of  an  Indenture  with  William  Lord 
Hastings.     The  Gold  Coins  were  then  reduced  to 
twenty  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  eight  Pence 
in. the  pound  weight,  by  tale;  that  is,  there  were  to 
be  made  out  of  each  pound  of  Gold  fifty  Nobles,  to  be 
current  at  eight  Shillings  and  four  Pence;  the  Silver 
was  likewise  reduced  to  thirty-seven  Shillings  and 
six  Fence  the  pound  weight  by  taleP.    These  altera- 
tions were  announced  in  a  Proclamation  of  the  same 
year,  which  stated,  that,  "Whereas  late  agoo  our 
Sov'aigne  Lord  the  Ring  Edward,  &c.  &c.  by  consi- 
derac'on  of  the  scarcite  of  Moneye  wythyn  this  his 
reanme.  of  Englond,  amonges  other  thinges  caused 
of  lack  of  bryngyng  of  Bolion  into  hys  Myntes, 
which,  as  is  conceived;  is  by  cause  that  they*  that 
shuld:  bringe  Bolion  may  have  more  for  theire  Bolion 
in  other  Princes'  Myntes  than  in  his ;  willyng  such 
causes  to  be  removed,  and  toencrese  and  multiplye 
his  Cotgne  to  the  com'ne  wele  of  all  this  his  land 
and  sittgects  of  the  same,  by  proclamac'on  in  divers 
parties  of  this  land,  ordeigned  and  provided  that 
everyi  person  that  wold  bring  Silver  i&  Bolion,  Plate, 
or  otherwise,  into  his  Mynte  within  his  Tower  of 
London,  whereas  aforetime  he  shuld  have  taken  and 
take  for  a  pound  of  Sylver,  of  the  fynesse  of  a  grote 
ren»yng,  ■  but  xxix  Shillings  stirlinges,  shall  mowe 

.    0  Statute  3  E.  IV.  chap.  1. 

p  Pat  4  £.  IV.  p.  2.  m.  16,  dated  at  Staunford,  Aug.  13.  All 
the  old  Chroniclers  except  Stow  have  confounded,  this  Coinage 
with  that  of  the  following  year. 
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tiowe  reaeeyve  clerely  of;  evry  lb.  weight  of  such 
Silver  at  his  seid  Minte  xxxiijs.  sterlinges  of  the 
same  fynesse  and  allaye,  so  cleerly  have  more  than 
he  had  byfore  in  every  unce  by  iiijd.  and  in  gretein 
the  lb.  iiij$.  as  all  att  large  was  declared  in  the  same 
proclamations  <*.  The  same  our  Sov'aigne  Lord  to 
thentent  aboveseid>  for  >  many  grete  and  'spe'all 
causes  and  considerations  ooncfnyng  the  wele  and 
*  prosperi tie  of  this  land  .  and  his  subjettez  of'  the 
same,  whos  welfare  and  increce  is  unto  hkn  the 
grettest  comfort  that  may  be5  hath  now  ordeigned 
and  provided,  and  so  provideth  and  ordeigneth,  that 
immediately  after  the  terme  and  spaee  of  xv  days 
after  this  proclamation,  every  Noble  of  Gold,  which 
now  goith  for  vis.  viijd.  shall  from  thensforth  be  and 
renne  in  all  man'  of  paymentis  to  and  for  the  value 
of  viijj.  iiijdL  sterlings  *.  Willing  and  in  the  strfcyt- 
est  wyse  com'aundyng  all  man9  .of  men,  whatsoev' 
they  be,  to  observe,  fultille,  and  kepe  this  his  pro- 
vision and  ordinaunce  made  for  the  comune  good 
and  welfare  of  this  his  land  as  is  above  rebersed. 
And  to  thentent  to  eschewe  all  man'  difficultez, 
doubtz,  and  ambiguitez,  that  peraventur  might  falle 
in  mennys'  myndes  in  this  partie,  our  seid  Sov'igne 
Lord  the  Kynge,  accordyng  to  the  custume  that  of 
old  tyme  hath  bene  used  in  this  his  land,  and  yet  is, 
willeth  and  ordeigneth,  that  iij  Grotes  shall  make  a 
Shillyflg,  vj  half  Grotez  a  Shillyng,  xijrf.  which 
shall  be  called  sterlings  a  Shillyng,  xxiiij  Halfpenys 
a  Shillyng,  xlviij  Ferthings  a  Shilling,  and  xx& 

1  These  Proclamations  I  have  never  seen. 

r  The  Half  and  Quarter  Noble  in  the  same  proportion. 
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shall  make  a  Pounde,  and  xiijj.  iiijtf*  shall  make  a 
Mark*. 

1465.  In  his  fifth  year  another  Indenture  was 
made  with  the  Lord  Hastings,  by  which  the  Gold 
Coins  were  again  altered,  for  now  forty-five  Nobles 
were  to  be  made  of  the  pound  weight  of  standard 
Gold,  each  Noble  going  at  ten  Shillings,  or  sixty- 
seven  and  an  half  of  the  pieces  impressed  with 
Angels,  going  for  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence 
each,,  and  consequently  the  pound  weight  of  Gold 
was  coined  into  twenty-two  Pounds  ten  Shillings  by 
tale. .  The  Silver  Monies  were  to  be  shorn  at  the 
same  rate  as  in  the  Indenture  of  the  preceding  year, 
or  at  thirty-seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  in  the 
ponndTower,  so  that  there  were  made  of  Groatsl  12J, 
Half  Groats  225,  Sterlings  45 0,  Halfpennies  900, 
and  Earthings  1,800,  all  of  the  old  standard t.     An 

s  Rot.  Claus.  4  E.  IV.  m.  20.  Dated  Reading,  Sept.  29.  Ar- 
chaeologia,  vol.  XII.  p.  404.  In  the  fine  collection  of  Proclama- 
tions which  is  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiqua- 
ries, there  is  a  MS  copy  of  part  of  this  Proclamation,  but  which 
bears  date  at  Stampford,  August  13. 

t  Orig.  in  the  Tower  and  in  the  Chapter  House,  Westminster. 
Lowndes,  p.  40. 

Fabian,  who  like  the  other  Chroniclers,  mistakenly  fixes  the 
date  of  this  Coinage  in  his  fourth  year,  says  that  the  new  Groats 
we^e  of  less  weight  than  the  old  by  eight  Pennies  in  an  ounce  > 
and  that  fine  Gold  was  then  advanced  from  thirty  Shillings  to 
forty  Shillings  an  ounce,  and  baser  Gold  in  proportion}  and 
Silver  that  was  before  at  eight  Groats  and  thirty  Pennies  an 
ounce,  was  heightened  to  forty  Pennies,  and  three  Shillings  and 
two  Pence  the  ounce.  [Chronicle  sub  anno  4  E.  IV.]  His  state- 
ment, however,  does  not  agree  with  the  indenture. 

Polydore  Vergil,  speaking  of  this  Coinage,  or  of  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  says,  "monetaro  tarn  auream  quam  argenteam 
quae  hodie  in  usu  est,  dividit,  quos  numos  aureos  alios  regales 
alios  nobiles,  argenteos  vero  grossos  appellant."  P.  506. 
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alteration  likewise  took  place  in  the  Seignorage,  for 
whereas  before  that  time  every  person  who  broaght 
Gold  or  Silver  to  the  Mint  received  for  every  pound 
T  ower  of  Gold  21 1. 9s.  Sid.  And  for  the  same  quantity 
of  Silver  l/.  13$.  according  to  the  Proclamation ;  the 
Master  was  then  ordered  to  receive  by  weight  and  de- 
liver by  weight,  taking  for  the  Coinage  of  every  pound 
weight  of  Gold  \l.  \od.  and  of  Silver  4*.  6d.  which 
brings  the  Moneydeliveredtohim  who  brought  in  Bul- 
lion to  the  same  sums  as  before,  with  this  difference, 
that  he  was  now  to  receive  it  by  weight  instead  of  tale*. 

These  new  Nobles  were  called  Rials,  a  term  bor- 
rowed from  the  French,  who  gave  that  name  to  their 
Coin  on  account  of  its  bearing  the  figure  of  the  King 
in  his  Royal  Robes  *,  but  which  was  ill  applied  to 
Coins  bearing  the  same  impression  as  the  former 
Nobles.  This  change  of  name  was  probably  in<- 
tended  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  which  might 
have  resulted  from  the  Nobles  in  currency  and  the 
Nobles  in  account  being  of  different  value.  The 
new  species  of  Money,  called  the  Angel,  being  of 
the  value  of  the  Noble,  was  called  a  Noble  Angel. 

On  the  reverse  the  Noble  was  distinguished  by  a 
Sun  (which  was  the  Impress  of  Edward,  and  by 
him  first  introduced  upon  the  Coins),  surmounted 
by  a  Rose,  the  badge  of  the  House  of  York.  This 
Impress  he  adopted  in  commemoration  of  an  extra- 
ordinary appearance  in  the  heavens,  immediately 
before  the  battle  of  Mortimer's  Cross  in  Hereford- 
shire, where  three  Suns  were  seen,  Which  shone  for 
a  time,  and  then  were  suddenly  conjoined  in  one. 

• 

«  Pat.  9  E.  IV.  part  1.  m.  $0,  where  this  alteration  is  stated. 
*  Le  Blanc  Traite  Historique  des  Monnoyes  de  France,  p.  5. 
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Aa  Edward  waa  then  victorious,  he  from  that  time 
took  a  Sun  for  his  Impress, .  which  afterwards  stood 
him  in  good  stead  at  the  battle  of  Barnet;  when 
Warwick's  cognizance,  a  Star  streaming  with  rays, 
being  mistaken?  in  a  fog,  for  Edward's  Sun,  occa- 
sioned some  of  King  Henry's  soldiers  to  attack  each 
other,  and  thus  drove  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  sus- 
pected ^treachery,  with  the  forces  und^r  his  com- 
mand, from  the  field. 

It  appears,  from  an  Act  of  the  Irish  Parliament, 
of  the  7th  year  of  Edward,  that  in  his  fifth  year  it 
was  enacted,  that  the  Noble  of  due  weight  should 
be  of  the  value  of  ten  Shillings,  and  the  smaller 
pieces  in  proportion,  and  that  for  laccage  of  weight 
in  such  pieces  of  Gold  they  should  be  refused  v. 

1467.  This  power  of  refusal  being  found  to  be 
productive  of  inconvenience,  it  was  enacted,  in  his 
7th  year,  that  the  laccage  in  weight  should  not  be  a 

y  Simon'  has  enumerated  in  the  following  table  the  various 
Nobles  which  were  at  this  time  current  in  Ireland,  and  has  given 
their  value  in  the  currency  of  his  day. 

gr.  troy.  in  Irish  Car. 

s.    d.   j£.   s.     d. 
Florins  of  Edward  III.  in  his  18th  year  108.  .at  6    4. .  1    0    7 

Nobles  of  the  /same  year : 136. .  at  6    8. .  1     6     1A 

Nobles  of  his  20th  year 128. .  at  6     8. .  1     4    6^ 

Nobles  of  his  27th  year 120. .  at  6    8. .  1     2  10J 

Nobles  of  Richard  II.  the  same. 

Nobles  of  Henry  IV 108..  at  6    8. .  1     0    7 

Nobles  of  Henry  V.  and  VI.  the  same. 

Nobles  of  Edward  TV.  4th  year at  8     4 

Nobles  of  iiis  7th  year 120. .  at  10  0. .  1     2  10f 

[Essay  on  Irish  Coins,  page  24.] 

The  Roll  of  this  Act  could  not  be  found  when  Simon  searched 
for  it,  but  its  provisions  were,  recited  in  the  Statute  of  1467.- 
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cause  for  refusing  the  Money,  but  that  the  value  of 
such  laccageshould  be  paid  in  current  Silver.  In  this 
Act  the  Statute  of  his  5th  year  was  recited,  and  it 
was  further  enacted,  that  as  Ireland  was  destitute  of 
Silver,  and  as  the  Coins  there  made  of  late  were 
daily  carried  away  into  dive* a  countries,  <  so  that  the 
people  of  that  land  continually  took  clipped  Money, 
contrary  to  the  Statute,  therefore  there  should  be 
made  a  piece  of  Silver  Coin  called  a  Double,  having 
the  print  of  a  Crown  on  one  side,  with  edwardus 
dei  gratia  dominus  hibbrnl®,  and  on  the  other 
part  a  Sun  with  a  Rose,  and  this  inscription-,  civitas 
dublinie,  which  should  pass  in  Ireland  for  eight 
Deniers,  and  that  ten  such  pieces  should  make  an 
ounce  according  to  the  .rightful  standard '  of  the 
Tower  of  London,  and  twelve  such  ounces  should 
make  the  pound  according  to  the  standard  aforesaid, 
and  that  there  should  be  in  every  pound  six  score 
such  pieces  of  the  weight  of  the  said  country.     Also 
that  there  should  be  made  another  piece  of  Silver, 
called  a  Gross,  having  the  print  and  scripture  afore- 
said, to  pass  in  Ireland  for  four  Deniers,  of  a  pro- 
portional weight  and  number  with  the  above ;    of 
which  Coins  every  Merchant  should  have  for  an  - 
ounce  sterling  of  Silver  six  Shillings,  and  the  King 
the  residue,  paying  the  Master  and  Workmen  for 
their  labour. 

That  the  remedy  for  the  Master  should  be  the 
weight  of 'three  Deniers  in  every  twenty  Shillings, 
either  in  weight  or  in  allay,  or  in  one  or  the  other. 

Also,  that  there  should  be  made  a  piece  of  two 
Deniers,  of  the  proportions  aforesaid,  and  that  forty 
such  pieces  should  go  to  the  ounce  besides  the  allay. 
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And  in  like  manner  Deniers,  Half  Deniers,  and 
Farthings  in  proportion.  That  the  print  of  the 
Half  Denier  and  Farthing  should  be  made  according 
to  the  print  of  the  Denier,  with  a  scripture  as  long 
as  the  Master  and  Workmen  could  make  them. 

That  the  said  Coins  should  be  made  in  the  castles 
of  Dublin  and  Trim,  the  cities  of  Waterford  and 
Limerick,  and  the  towns  of  Drogheda,  Galway,  and 
Carlingford ;  and  that,  after  the  next  Easter,  no  per- 
son should  receive  nor  pay  any  manner  of  Silver 
Coin  or  Money,  but  the  aforesaid'Coins  ;  and  that 
all  other  Silver  Coins  or  Money  in  Ireland  should 
be  from  the  said  Feast  of  Easter  damned  and  an- 
nulled ;  and  if  any  person  should  receive  or  pay 
otherwise,  that  such  payment  should  be  adjudged 
felony  as  well  in  the  payer  as  in  the  receiver  *. 

z  These  Coins,  according  to  the  standard  of  the  Tower  of 
London,  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  troy 
grains  to  the  pound,  should  weigh  the  double  44-J4  grains,  the 
half  double,  or  Groat  22£  grains,  the  Half  Groat  11}  grains, 
the  Penny  5|  grains,  the  Half  Penny  2-fj-  grains,  (he  Farthing 
IrH  grains,  besides  the  allay,  which  added,  in  a  certain  propor- 
tion, made  them  of  an  even  number  of  grains,  as  forty-eight, 
twenty-four,  twelve,  six,  three,  and  one  grain  and  a  halt  It 
appears  by  this,  that  the  value  of  Silver  was  at  this  time  raised 
to  double  of  what  it  was  in  the  last  reign,  from  three  Shillings 
and  four  Pence  the  ounce,  to  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence, 
when  the  Groat  weighed  as  much  as  the  Double  Groat  struek 
by  virtue  of  this  Act.  [Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  26.]  The  same 
Author  says  of  these  Coins,  that  they  are  very  rare,  and  that  he 
had  not  seen  any  of  them,  except  the  Groat  and  Penny.  "The 
Groat  has  on  one  side  the  King's  head  crowned,  and  this  inscrip- 
tion, ipwA*D  di  OHA.  bits,  hyb.j  Reverse,  a  rose  in  the  centre, 
and  a  sun  filling  the  whole  area  of  the  inner  circle,  with  this 
inscription,  ci vitas  dublinie.  It  weighs,  though  pretty  much 
worn,  twenty-two  grains  and  an  half.    The  Penny  has  on  one 
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In  1468-9,  a  hew  Indenture  was  made  with  the 
Lord  Hastings*,  and  again  in  1471*  an<*  *47<JC, 
but  the  Coins  were  not  altered  from  that  in  1465. 

1470.  The  provisions  of  the  Irish  Statute  of  his 
seventh  year  were  soon  found  to  be  intolerably 
grievous,  insomuch  that  the  people  were  so  greatly 
impoverished,  that  many  of  them  gave  up  their 
houses  and  avoided  the  land ;  and  all  merchandizes, 
and  especially  victuah,  were  grown  excessively  dear, 
from  which  many  people  were  like  to  perish  through 
want.  It  was  therefore  enacted,  in  the  Parliament 
Which  was  holden  at  Dublin,  in  his  tenth  year,  that 
the  Master  or  Masters  of  the  Coinage  should  have 
power  to  make,  within  the  castles  of  Dublin  and 
Trim,  and  the  town  of  Drogheda,  five  sorts  of  Sil- 
ver Coins,  according  to  the  fineness  of  the  Coins 
struck  in  the  Tower  of  London,  viz.  the  Grosse, 
the  Demi-Grosse,  the  Denier,  the  Demy-Denier, 
and  the  Quadrant ;  the  Gross  having  on  one  side 
the  print  of  a  head  crowned,   with  this   writing, 

EDWARDUS   DEI   GRATIA    REX    ANGLIE    DOMINUS    HI- 

beRnle,  or  the  name  of  any  other  King  for  the 

side  a  large  rose  filling  the  area  of  the  inner  circle  with  a  cross 
in  the  centre,  and  edw.  .  . , ,  the  rest  of  the  letters  are  clipped 
or  worn  out ;  Reverse,  a  sun  filling  likewise  the  whole  area  of 
the  circle,  and  civi.  . . .  3  worn  as  it  is,  it  weighs  six  grains  and 
a  half!*'  [Id.  ibid.]  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile  these  descrip- 
tions with  the  Statute  above. 

*  Lowndes,  page  41.  The  Seignorage  Was  fixed  at  14*.  6d, 
for  the  lb.  Tower  of  Gold,  and  2*.  8d.  for  Silver.  [Pat.  8  E.  tV.' 
part  3.  m.  2.] 

b  Id.  ubi  sup.  The  Seignorage  was  still  farther  reduced  to 
7*.  6(L  for  Gold,  and  1$.  6d.  for  Silver.  [Pat,  11 E.  IV.  part  2. 
m.  3.]  c  Id.  ibid. 
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time  being,  and  on  the  other  part  the  print  of  a 
cross  with  the  pellets  according  to  the  Gross  made 
in  Calais,  beating  in  the  circumference  of  the  cross 
in  writing  the  place  of  Coinage,  and  in  the  borders 
of  the  Gross  these  words,  posui  deum  ad  ju  to  rem 
'  meu.m  ;  of  which  Grosses  eleven  were  to  make  the 
ounce  of  troy  weight,  and  each  of  them,  not  clipped, 
to  pass  for  four  Deniers ;  the  other  pieces  in  propor- 
tion ;  and  that  the  fifth  part  of  every  pound  should 
be  struck  in  the  smaller  pieces. 

As  the  said  Half-Denier  and  Quadrant  required 
more  labour  and  cost  in  poising  every  pound,  than 
the  larger  pieces,  it  was  enacted  that  the  Master 
might  allay  every  ounce  of  them  according  to  the  Sta- 
tute made  at  Trim,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  King  d. 

The  remedy  was  by  this  Statute  fixed  at  four  De- 
niers in  every  pound. 

It  was  further  enacted,  that  from  the  passing  of 
the  Act  until  the  Feast  of  the  Purification,  the 
Double  should  be  taken  and  pass  for  four  Deniers, 
the  Demy-Double  for  two,  the  Demy-Gross  for  one, 
and  the  Denier  for  one  half  of  a  .Denier  e ;  that  after 
the  said  Feast  the  said  Coins  should  be  damned  and 
not  taken  for  a  Coin,  and  that  whoever  should  pay 
or  receive  any  clipped  Money,  after  the  following 
Christmas,  should  be  adjudged  and  taken  as  an 
attainted  traitor f. 

■ 

4  This  Act,  as  before  observed,  could  not  be  found,  so  that 
the  fineness  of  the  Silver  Coins  referred  to  in  this  place  is  not 
known. 

«  These  are  the  Coins  which  were  established  by  the  Statute 
7  Edward  IV.. 

f  Rot.  Tur,  Binning.  10  E.  IV.  Simon's  Appendix,  No.  X. 
"  The  Groats  of  the  Coinage  established  by  this  Act,  at  the  rate 
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1471*  In  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at 
DubKn,  in  this  year/  it  was  enacted,  that  all 
Grosses  should  pass  in  Ireland  as  they  did  in  the 
days  of  the  Kings  Edward  III.  Richard  II.  Henry 
IV.  V;  and  VI.  in  England  and  Calais,  the  same  not 
being  clipped,  every  piece  of  them  at  the  value  of 
five  Denier 3,  and  the  Demy-Gross,  and  Denier  in 
proportion  ;  the  Noble  of  Gold,  being  of  full  weight, 
at  ten  Shillings  ;  and  the  Scute,  and  Quadrant,  of 
full  weight,  according  to  the  Noble.  If  any  of 
these  Coins  were  defective  in  weight,  then  the 
debtors  were  to  pay  the  defect  in  Silver,  and  if  any 
person  refused  to  receive  the  said  Coins  he  was  to 
lose,  his  debt  *. 

At  this  time,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  of  the 
Legislature  to  preserve  the  Coins  of  this  Kingdom, 
it  seems  that  they  were  debased  even  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Mints  themselves,  for  in  the  65th  chapter. of 
the  same  Statute  it  was  recited,  that  William  Crumpe 
and  Thomas  Barby,  Merchants,  were,  by  Letters 

of  eleven  pieces  to  the  ounce  troy,  must  have  weighed  43  grains 
t§sV,  the  Half-Groat,  21  grains  -A-,  the  Penny  ten  grains  44, 
and  with  the  allay,  at  least  45  grains,  twenty-two  grains  and  a 
half,  and  eleven  grains  one  fourth.  The  English  Groats  of  this 
reign  weighed  about  46  grains  and  a  half.  From  this  time  we 
may  date  the  difference  in  the  currency  between  the  English  and 
Irish  Money ;  for,  by  this  Statute,  the  pound  of  Bullion  is  to  be 
shorn  into  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  Groats,  or  forty-four 
Shillings  by  tale,  whereas  in  England  the  like  pound  was  cut 
into'  one  hundred  and  twelve  Groats  and  a  half,  or  thirty-seven 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  whereby  the  difference  is  six  Shillings 
and  six  Pence  in  the  value  of  a  pound  of  .Silver,  or  seventeen 
one  third  per  cent,  and  not  twenty-five  per  cent,  or  a  fourth 
part."    [Simon's  Essay  on  Irish  Coins,  p.  27] 

e  Rot.  Tur.  Binn.  11  E.  IV.    Simon's  Appendix,  No.  XL 
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Patent,  dated  October  1 8,  in  the  1  Oth  year  of  the 
King,  constituted  Masters  of  the  Coinage  in  the 
Castles  of  Dublin*  and  Trym,  and  the  Town  of 
Drogheda,  to  hold  the  said  office  to  them,  and  the 
survivor  of  them  for  their  lives.  That  Barby  died, 
and  the  office  remained  to  Crump.  That  the  King, 
by  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  8th  of  December,  in 
the  said  10th  year,  constituted  Patrick  Keyn,  of 
Dublin,  Goldsmith,  Surveyor  and  Under-Master  of 
the  said  Coin  in  the  said  places,  and  Receiver  of  the 
said  Money  called  Doubles,  brought  into  the  said 
places  by  the  Merchants  according  to  the  Statute 
made  in  that  case  ;  by  force  of  which  grant  to  the 
said  Patrick  he,  as  Surveyor,  Under-Master,  and 
Maker  of  the  said  Coins,  struck  much  of  the  said 
Coin  not  of  weight,  nor  of  good  allay,  of  his  own 
authority,  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  William 
Crump,  by  colour  of  the  Letters  Patent  made  to 
him.  Upon  this  matter  being  set  forth,  by  Petition, 
by  the  said  Crump,  it  was  enacted,  that  he  should 
have  the  King's  Letters  Patent  of  pardon  of  all  trea- 
sons, offences,  challenges,  or  impeachments,  which 
the  King  might  have  against  him  as  Master  of  the 
said  Coinage,  and  that  he  should  not  be  troubled  on 
account  of  the  said  Money  being  struck,  against  his 
wiM,  under  weight  and  not  of  sufficient  allay  h. 

I  have  not  discovered  that  any  punishment  was 
inflicted  upon  Keyn,  nor  do  I  exactly  understand 
what  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Coin  was,  which 
Crump  enjoyed,  for  Germyn  Lynch  was  still  Master 
of  the  Mint,  and  in  the  following  year,  1472,  was 

fe  Rot.  Tur.  Binn.  11  E.  IV.     Simon's  Appendix,  No.  XL 
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indicted,  for  that,  when  the  Statute  said  that  every 
pound  of  Bullion  coined  should  be  forty-four  Shil- 
lings in  Money,  he  coined  out  of  every  pound  forty- 
eight  Shillings,  and  that  be  coined  at  Drogheda  one 
thousand  Groats,  which,  being  tried,  it  was  found 
that  eleven  weighed  but  three  quarters  of  an  ounce1. 
Lynch  received  his  pardon,  by  Letters  Patent  in 
1473,  and  was  again  employed  k. 

Base  Money  was  also  coined  in  the  Mints  of 
Cork,  Youghall,  Kinsale,  and  Kilmallock,  by  per- 
sons who  struck  Money  without  authority  (one  only 
of  them  showing  Letters  Patent,  which,  however, 
were  not  of  record),  to  the  great  damage  of  the  said 
cities,  towns,  &c.  It  was  therefore  enacted,  that  if 
the  said  persons  did  not  appear  before  the  Deputy  in 
Parliament  the  first  day  of  the  next  prorogation  or 
adjournment,  that  they  should  be  attainted  as  trai- 
tors, and  their  lands,  tenements,  goods,  and  chattels, 
forfeited ;  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  James 

* 

Earl  of  Desmond, the  Mayors  of  Cork  and  Youghall, 
and  the  Sovereigns  of  Kinsale  and  Kilmallock,  to 
apprehend  them  and  execute  the  law  on  their  per- 
sons as  traitors  attainted ;  and  that  no  person  should 
maintain,  support,  harbour,  or  succour  them,  under  ' 
the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  goods  and  chattels, 
lands  and  tenements,  to  the  King,  and  their  bodies 
to  be  at  his  will ;  and  that  all  Letters  Patent  shewn 
by  the  said  persons  so  coining  should  be  void1. 
1473.     This   Parliament,  which  was  holdeh  at 

\ 

1 

•  <        ■ 

'  Maddens  MSS.  Trin.  ColL  lib.  cl.  F.  tab.  4.  No.  24.    Si-, 
mon's  Essay,  p.  27. 

fc  Simon's  Essay  on  Irish  Coins,  p.  98. 

1  Rot.  Tur.  Birm.  12  E.  IV.    Simon's  Appendix,  No.  XII. 


• , 


§6&  ANNALS   OF   THE    COINAGE. 

Naas,  was  afterwards  prorogued  to  Dublin,  in  this 
year,  where  a  Statute  was  made,  the  ffoth  chapter 
of  which  ordained,  that  the  King's  Coin,  viz.  the 
Gross,  the1  Demy-Gross,  the  Denier,  the  Demy- 
Denier,  and  the  Quadrant,  should  for  the  time  to 
come  be  struck  within  the  Castle  of  Dublin  only, 
and  in  no  other  place  within  the  four  counties  of 
Dublin,  Meath,  Kildare,  and  Uriel m,  and  in  no 
other  place  in  Ireland.  Of  which' Grosses  fourteen 
should  make  the  ounce,  and  the  other  pieces  in  the 
same  proportion,  according  to  the  just  standard  of 
the  Tower  of  London,  and  to  be  made  according  to 
the  fineness  and  allay  of  the  said  Tower.  That  every 
Gross  should  be  received  at  the  rate  of  four  Deniers, 
and  the  others  in  proportion. 

That  the  King,  the  Master,  and  the  Workmen, 
should  receive  three  Deniers  for  the  Coinage  of  every 
ounce  of  Grosses,  and  four  Deniers  for  every  ounce 
of  the  other  sorts,  and  no  more ;  and  so  to  remain 
to  every  merchant  bringing  Bullion  or  Plate  to  the 
Mint  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence  for  every  ounce  of 
Grosses,  and  four  Shillings  and  four  Pence  for  every 
ounce  of  the  other  sorts.  , 

That  Germyn  Lynch,  Goldsmith,  should'  be 
Master  of  the  said  Mint  during  good  behaviour,  he 
answering  for  all  manner  of  workmen  that  he  should 
bring  into  the  Mint. 

That  nothing  in  the  Statute  should  be  prejudicial 

m  Orgiel,  called  also,  Oriel  and  Uriel,  was  an  ample  territory, 
comprehending  the  present  counties  of  Louth,  Monaghan,  and 
Armagh,  governed  by  its  proper  king,  subject  nevertheless  to 
the  supreme  monarch.'*    [Ware,  Hist,  of  the  Bishops,  p.  58  n*.  ] 
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to  William  Cramp  in  the  fee  granted  to  him  upon 
the  said  Mint.  *'       - 

That  Philip  Brentwood  should  be  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal workmen  under  the  said  Master,  if  he  might 
be  had  at  reasonable  wages. 

That  Christopher  Fox  should  be  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal .Deputy  Comptrollers  of  the  said  Mint,  if  he 
might  be  had  at  reasonable  wages,  by  the  assent  of 
the  Chief  Comptroller. 

That  the  Justice  of  the  C.  B.  and  the  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer  should  have  power  to  inquire  and 
determine  upon  the  said  Master  and  Workmen,  as 
well  by  examination  as  inquisition,  as  the  King 
might  do  in  his  ch.  place. 

That  no*  pardon  should  be  available  for  the  said 
Master  and  Workmen,  unless  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment, or  by  the  Governor  of  Ireland  by  the  advice 
of  the  Council.  That  the  said  Master  should  make 
the  fifth  part  of  the  Bullion  coming  to  the  said 
Mint,  into  small  Coin,  viz.  into  pieces  of  two  De- 
niers,  Denier,  Half  Denier,  and  Quadrant,  under  the 
penalty  of  ten  Pounds.  And  that  nothing  in  the 
Statute  should  be  prejudicial  to  the  right  of  Mau- 
rice Burghill  and  Patrick  Keyne,  when  they  had 
the  Office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  * 

n  Rot.  Tut.  Bihn.  13  £.  IV.  Simons  Appendix,  No.  XIII. 
Here  we  find  the  value  of  Silver  raised  again,  and  brought  to 
fifty-six  Shillings  in  the  pound  by  tale,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  the  English  and  Irish  Groat  to  be  near  fifty 
per  cent:  in  a  pound  of  Bullion :  for  the  weight  of  the  Groat  is 
hereby  reduced  to  thirty-two  grains,  and  the  smaller  pieces  in 
proportion;  so  that  the  ounce  of  Silver  was  now  worth  four 
Shilling!  and  eight  Pence.    [Simon's  Essay,  p.  38.]  ~  ; 

VOL.  n.  B  B 
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1475*  A  Statute  which  was  made  at  Dublin  in 
his  15th  year,  ^enacted,  that  (whereas  a  great  deal 
of  Coins  called  Grosses,  Demy  Grosses,  and  Deniers, 
did  not  pass  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  the  great 
damage  thereof),  the  Gross  made  in  the  reigns  of 
Edward  III.  Richard  II.  Henry  IV.  V.  and  VI.  not 
being  clipped,  should  be  of  the  value  of  six  Deniers, 
and  the  smaller  kinds  in  proportion* 

That  the  English  Gross  of  the  present  King,  not 
clipped,  should  pass  for  five  Deniers,  and  the  others 
at  a  proportional  rate ;  and  that  all  the  Monies 
struck  in  Ireland  should  remain  at  the  same  value 
as  they  then  were. 

That  all  the  Mints  in  Ireland  should  cease,  except 
those  of  Dublin,  Drogheda,  and  Waterford,  and 
that  the  Masters  of  the  said  Mints  should,  out  of 
all  the  Bullion  brought  to  them,  make  no  more  than 
the  third  part  thereof,  into  Two-Deniers,  Deniers, 
Half  Deniers,  and  Quadrants,  under  the  penalty  of 
ten  Pounds,  toties  quo  ties.  And  whereas  the  lique- 
faction of  Bullion  and  other  Silver  bad  been  a  great 
mischief  to  the  common  people,  defamation  to  the 
Mint,  and  oftentimes  a  destruction  to  the  Mint 
Masters,  it  was  further  enacted,  that  no  Silver 
brought  to  the  Mint  to  be  melted  or  struck;  should 
be  so  done,  but  only  by  the  Masters  of  the  Mint,  or 
by  such  person  as  the  Master  should  be  answerable 
for ;  and  that  whoever  should  do  to  the  contrary, 
should  forfeit  all  such  goods,  half  to  the  King,  and 
half  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint,  and  that  he  should 
not  be  pardonable  but  by  Parliament  •. 

o  Rot.  Tur.  Birm.  15  E.  IV.    Simon's  Appendix,  No  XIV. 
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147&-  The  Silver  Coins  which  had  been  lately 
made  in  Cork,  Youghall,  Limerick,  and  other  places 
in  Munster,  except  Water  ford,  being  neither  law- 
ful in  themselves,  nor  of  lawful  weight  and  allay,  it 
was  enacted,  in  the  Parliament  holden  at  Drogheda, 
in  his  16th  year,  that  the  same  should  be  utterly 
damned  and  taken  in  no  payment;  and  that  the 
piece  of  Gold  called  a  Royal,  should  be  taken  in 
Ireland  for  thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Deniers,  the 
Angel  at  eight  Shillings  and  four  Deniers,  and  every 
smaller  piece  at  the  same  rate ;  and  as  some  of  those 
Gold  Coins  were  deficient  in  weight,  that  they  should 
be  made  good  in  current  Silver. 

That  the  old  Noble  of  Gold  should  pass  at  twelve 
Shillings,  and  every  lesser  piece  in  proportion,  and 
that  the  insufficiency  of  any  of  them  should  be 
amended  as  aforesaid. 

In  order  to  give  currency  to  foreign  Money  im- 
ported into  Ireland,  it  was  ordained,  that  the  follow- 
ing.Coins  should  be  current  at  these  rates  : 

The  Rider,  fine  and  good,  at  five  Shillings  of 
Irish  Silver,  the  Ducat,  the  Leo,  the  Crown,  the 
Crusado,  and  the  Salute,  at  the  same  value ;  the 
Burgoign  Noble  at  ten  Shillings,  and  the  smaller 
Coins  at  a  proportional  rate. 

Whatever  the  said  Gold  wanted  in  weight  of  the 
rightful  standard,  so  much  to  be  abated  in  payment, 
and  Proclamation  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  give  a 
currency  to  the  aforesaid  Coins  p. 

1477.  About  his  17th  year  the  Coins  and  Bul- 
lion of  the  realm  appear  to  have  been  debased  by 

P  Rot.  Tur.  Birm.  16  E.  IV.     Simon's  Appendix,  No  XV.     * 
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alpiost  every  possible  method;  for,  in  a  Statute 
which  was  made  in  that  year,  the  principal  Acts 
formerly  passed  for  their  preservation  were  recited, 
and  fresh  provisions  enacted  for  their  protection, 
which  the  infringement  of  those  laws  rendered  abso- 
lutely necessary  at  that  time. 

The  first  Chapter  of  this  Statute  begins  with  re- 
ferring to  the  gth  of  Edward  III.  against  false  Mo- 
ney, and  the  2d  of  Henry  IV.  <*  against  Money  of 
Flanders  and  Scotland,  and  then  ordains  as  follows  : 
"  And  now  so  it  is,  that  late,  and  at  this  day,  the 
Coins  counterfeit  and  false  in  weight,  fineness,  and 
allay,  as  Groat s.and  Pence  madfe  in  Ireland,  in  part 
like  to  the  Groats,  Half  Grdats,  and  Pence  of  this 
realm,  in  such  a  great  multitude  be  daily  brought 
into  this  realm  out  of  Ireland  and  other  places,  and 
put  in  payments  in  this  realm,  which  if  it  should  long 
endure,  it  should  not  only  destroy  the  good  Money 
of  this  realm,  but  also  cause  the  good  Money  of 
Silver  made  within  the  same  to  be  translated  and 
turned  into  the  said  false  and  counterfeit  Money 
made  in  Ireland  and  other  places  ;  and  also  should 
t&rise  a  great  part  of  the  plate  of  Silver  to  be  carried 
but  of  the  realm,  and  to  be  coined  with  the  said 
false  and  counterfeit  Money.  It  is«therefore  or- 
dained, that,  after  the  Feast  of  Easter  next  coming, 
none  of  the  said  Money  of  Ireland  shall  run  in  pay- 
ment within  this  realm,  Wales,  Calais,  or  the 
Marches  of  the  same,  on  pata  of  forfeiture." 

The  next  Statute  recited  was  of  the  2d  of  Henry 
VI.  to  prevent  the  carrying  of  Money  out  of  the 

H  "  The  pretensed  reign  of  King  Henry  IV." 
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realm.  As  that  practice  still  continued,  it  was  by 
thia  Act  wade  felony  to  carry  out  of  the  realm  of 
England,  or  out  of  Wales,  any  manner  of  Money  of 
the  Coin  either  of  England  or  of  other  kingdoms,  or 
any  Plate,  &c.  &c,  without  license  from  the  King, 
except  by  such  persons  as  were  dispensed  with  by: ' 
the  aforesaid  Statute,  or  by  any  other  Statutes.  The 
Act  of  the  9th  of  Edward  III.  which  forbade  the 
melting  of  the  Coiiis,  and  that  of  the  17  th  of  Ri-. 
chard  II.  in  confirmation  of  it,  were  then  recapitu- 
lated ;  and  it  was  stated  that  by  the  great  quantity 
Of  Gold  beaten  for  imagery  and  such  like,  and.  by 
the  wasting  of  Gold  in  gilding .  in  divers  manners, 
by  Goldsmiths,  Cutlers,  and  other  Artificers,  th* 
Money  of  the  realm  was,  by  these  and  other  causes, 
greatly  diminished,  to  the  universal  damage  of  the 
realm.  It  was  therefore  ordained,  that,  after  the 
aforesaid  Feast  of  Easter,  no  Goldiraith,  nor  other 
person,  should  melt  or  beat  within  the  realm,  Wales, 
Calais,  or  the  Marches  of  the  same,  any  Money  of 
Gold  or.  Silver,  not  broken,  being  sufficient  to  fun 
in  payment,  nor  by  any  occasion  of  luxury  to  waste, 
beat,  or  break  the  Money  of  the  realm,  able  to  run 
in  payment,  to  make  any  vessel  or  other  thing 
thereof;  nor  should  gild  any  kind  of  vessel,  bason, 
pot,  qup,  knobr,  orsaltsellerof  Silver  (the  ornaments 
of  Churches  stuff  made,  or  to  be  made,  for  Knights* 
and  apparel  necessary  to  be  gilt  for  every  penorn  dis- 
pensed with  by  the  Statute  of  Array,  made  in  the 
third  year  of  the  King,  and  in  tljp  Ordinance  of 

r  I  know  not  whether  this  term  be  correct.  •  In  Pynson's  Sta,- 
tutes  it  is  nutter.  In  Ruffhead's  nottes,  which  in  the  edition'  of 
1577  is  rendered  nutted. 
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Apparel  made  in  the  Parliament  which  was  then 
sitting,  being  excepted),  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
the  value  thereof. 

'   The  Statute  then  proceeded  to  recite  the  Act  of 
the  second  year  of  Henry  VI.  which  ordained  that 
Goldsmith's  work  of  Silver  should  be  as  fine  as  ster- 
ling, and  that  it  should  be  marked  with  the  Touch 
of  the  leopard's  head.     And  as  that  Act  had  been 
daily  broken  by  goldsmiths,  and  other  workers  of 
Silver,  the  fineness  of  the  Gold  wares  was  -fixed  at 
eighteen  carats,  and  the  Silver  at  the  same  as  ster- 
ling, on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  double  value  ;  and 
that  no  work  of  Silver  should  be  exposed  to  sale, 
Within  the  eity  of  London,  or  two  miles  of  the  same, 
until  it  had  been  marked  with  the  Touch  of  the 
leopard's  head  crowned,  and  also  with  the  mark  of 
the  worker  of  the  same.     The  Keeper  of  the  Touch 
was  also  required  not  to  mark  any  work  of  Silver 
worse  than  sterling,  on  pain  of  the  same  forfeiture; 
and  the  aliens  and  stranger  Goldsmiths  were  placed 
under  the  same  regulations  as  those  who  were  natives. 
-  The  last  Statute  recited  was  that  of  the  fifth  year 
of  King  Henry  IV.  respecting  merchant  strangers ; 
and  it  was  ordained,  that  before  their  departure  from 
the  realm  they  should  prove  that  they  had  employed 
the  Money  which  had  been  received  by  them  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  aforesaid,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture,  and  one  year's  imprisonment. 

But  that  Act  was  not  to  extend  to  any  Embas- 
sador or  other  stranger  coming  into  or  passing  out 
of  the  realm  by  the  King's  License,  for  any  Money 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  plate,  or  vessel,  or  je^el,  or  any 
ornament  of  Silver  or  Gold  concerning  his  person ; 
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nor  to  any  Embassador  of  the  King,  Herald,  Pur- 
suivant, or  Messenger,  passing  out  of  the  realm  by 
the  King's  License ;  nor  to  any  Merchant  going  over 
the  sea  to  buy  wine  to  be  brought  into  the  realm, 
as  for  to  carry  with  him  only  a  little  cup  called  a 
taster  for  wine ;  nor  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  deni- 
zens or  strangers  to  come  and  go  from  the  town  of 
Calais. 

The  Act  was  to  endure  from  the  said  Feast  of 
Easter  to  the  end  of  seven  years  then  next  followingi, 

1478.  At  a  Parliament  which  was  holden  at 
Trim  in  this  year  it  was  enacted,  that  Henry  Lord 
Grey,  Deputy  to  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  Lord 
Lieutenant,  might  for  the  future,  by  himself  (as 
Seneschal  and  Treasurer  of  Meath)  or  by  his  Offi- 
cers, strike  all  manner  of  Coins  of  Silver  within  the 
castle  of  Trim,  according  to  such  fineness  and  allay 
as  in  the  Statute  for  that  purpose  was  provided t. 

"The  Statute  referred  to  above  is  not  to  be  found; 
but  it  appears  from  Sir  James  Ware,  that  in  a  Par- 
liament held  this  year,  before  Gerald  Earl  of  Kil- 
dare,  liberty  was  granted  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint 
to  strike  pieces  of  three  Pennies,  two  Pennies,  and 
of  one  Penny;  and  that  these  Coins  were  to  be 
stamped,  on  one  side,  with  three  crowns  in  pale  on 
a  cross  porn  mettle,  with  this  inscription,  dominus 
HiBERNiiE ;  and  on  the  Reverse,  the  arms  of  Eng- 
land, divided  by  the  like  cross,  and  round  it,  rex 
anClTjE  et  franci/e.  The  weight  or  standard  not 
mentioned. 

•  Statute  17  E.  IV.  chap.  I.  cd.  1577. 

t  Rot.  Tur.  Birm.  18  E.  IV.     Simon's  Appendix,  No  XVI. 
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"  1479-  "  I  find  indeed,"  says  Mr.  Simon*  "an 
Act  of  the  19th  of  this  Ring,  whereby  it  was  enacted, 
that  Germyn  Lynch,  Master  of  the  Minters,  should 
have  power  to  strike  Money  at  four  Shillings  and 
ten  Pence  per  ounce,  rendering  to  the  Merchant 
four  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  and  to  the  King^frird 
Workmen  six  Pence,  according  to  the  standard  of 
the  Tower  of  London  u,  which  must  be  understood 
here  only  as  to  the  allay,  and  not  as  to  the  weight  of 
the  Tower ;  for,  as  what  I  have  weighed  of  these 
Coins  weigh  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  grains*  it 
will  thence  appear,  that  eighteen  of  these  Three- 
penny pieces,  at  twenty-six  grains  three  fourths 
each,  will  answer  to  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
and  to  four  hupdred  and  eighty  grains,  the  ounce 
troy,  and  that  with  the  allay  they  probably  were  to 
weigh  thirty  grains ;  if  so,  the  Groat  must  have 
weighed  forty  grains,  and  ten  of  them  have  been 
cut  out  of  the  ounce  troy  j  in  which  case  Silver  was 
again  reduced  to  near  its  former  value."* 

1483.  On  the  12th  of  February,  the  King  en- 
tered into  a  fresh  Indenture,  as  it  should  seem 
upon  the  appointment  of  anew  Master  of  the  Mint, 
Bartholomew  Read,  but  the  Coins  were  continued 
as  in  his  5th  year  v.  In  the  same  year  an  Inden- 
ture for  Ireland  was  made  with  Thomas  Galmole, 

u  The  Act  has  this  proviso,  which  Mr.  Simon  has  omitted  to 
notice,  namely,  that  the  part  of  the  Coin  belonging  to  the  King 
and  workmen  should  be  made  and  paid  in  Grosses,  and  provided 
also  that  the  King  should  not  countermand  the  premises.  [Si- 
mon's Appendix,  N°  XVII.] 

*  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  29. 

y  Pat  22  E.  IV.  p.  2.  m.  8.    Lowndes,  p.,41. 
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Geot.  Master  and  Worker  of  the  Money  of  Sil- 
ver, and  Keeper  of  the  Exchanges  in  the  Citieeof 
Devylyn  and  Waterford.  He  was  to  make  two  sorts 
of  Monies ;  one  called  a  Peny,  with  the  King's  Arms 
on  one  side,  upon  a  Cross  trefoyled  on  every  end  ; 
and  with  this  inscription  rex  augliz  &  francie, 
and  on  the  other  side  the  Arms  of  Ireland  yponf  a 
Cross  with  this  scripture,  dns  hiberkie.  Of  «qch 
Penyes  in  the  pound  weight  of  the  towre  iiij  c.  l.pecs 
which  is  in  nombre  xxxvijs.  vjd.  The  other  Money 
to  be  called  the  Halfpenny  with  the  like  impression 
and  inscription,  and  in  weight  one  half  of  the  first. 
AH  of  the  old  sterling  *. 

A  late  antiquary  was  of  opinion,  that  during  thf 
disputes  of  York  and  Lancaster  there  could  be  no 
fixed  places  for  Mintage,  but  that  they  carried  th^ir 
puncheons  and  hammers  from  one  place  to, another; 
and  confirmed  this  idea  by  the  description  of  a  Ca'\n 
of  Edward  IV.  with  a  b  on  the  breast  fpr  Bristol* 
though  the  Reverse  had  ci vitas  London*,  Drf 
Pegge  also  mentioned  a  Groat  of  the  Coventry  Mint,' 
wi^h  the  same  letter  £  on  the  breast6.  ^     ' 

It  is  probable,  however,  that  these  instances  prove- 
nothing  more  th*n  the  general-inaccuracy  of  the, 
workmen,  for  during  the  most  turbulent  part  of  th$ 
reigns  of  Henty  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  namely  ir> 
those  which  are  called  the  9th,  10th,  and  l<th  of 
the  latter  Monarch,  when  each  of  them  by  torn? 

*  i 

*  From  a  fragment  of  the  Indenture,  of  which  the  first  16. 
lines  only  are  perfect,  in  the  Antiquary  Society's  Library,  No  1 16. 

*  ArchftoJogia,  vol.  IV.  p,  1 40.    See  this  Cain,  Supplement, 
PJate  III.  N«  J2.      [  ,  r  . 

i>  Archseologia,  yql.  V.  p,  410. 
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ascended  and  deserted  the  throne,  accounts  are  ex- 
tant in  the  Exchequer  of  the  profits  arising  from  the 
Mints  of  London,  York,  and  Bristol.  It  must  not 
however  be  concealed,  that  the  Master  does  not 
charge  himself  for  any  profits  from  Sept.  30,  in  the 
10th  year  of  Edward  IV.  to  the  14th  of  April  next 
following,  during  which  time  Henry  was  on  the 
throne,  and  it  is  therefore  possible  that  the  Coins  in 
question  might  have  been  struck  during  that  short 
period  c,  although  Edward  was  then  in  Flanders. 

The  latter  part  of  his  reign  was  disturbed  by  do- 
mestick  troubles ;  and  his  indulgence  in  luxury  and 
vicious  pleasures  brought  on  a  premature  death  in 
the  year  1483. 

He  appears  not  to  have  made  any  alteration  in 
the  general  type  of  his  Coins,  which  are  distinguish- 
able from  those  of  immediately  preceding  Kings, 
only,  by  the  name,  or  the  weight,  or  by  the  Mint 
marks ;  and  he  was  the  first  English  Monarch  who 
used  the  royal  badge  [a  flaming  Sun]  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

On  hia  English  Silver  Coins  he  is  styled  edward 
dei  gratia  rex  anglie  et  francie41.  The  Reverse 
of  the  Groats  bears  this  inscription,  posui  deun 
adjutorem  meum,  with  the  place  of  Mintage  in  an 
inner  circle.  'The  ftalf  Groats  have  as  much  of  the 
legend  as  their  size  will  admit.  The  Penny,  Half- 
penny, and  Farthing,  have  the  name  of  the  Mint 
only  on  the  Reverse. 

<  Mint  Accounts  in  the  Exchequer,  9,  10,  and  1 1  E.  IV. 
*  A  Groat  in  Mr.  Willetfs  Collection  struck  at  York,  reads 

EDWARD   DI    GRA   REX   ANGL   Z   FRANCV8.       It    is    of   the    ttSUfcl 

type,  with  a  quaterfoil  on  each  side  of  the  neck. 
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His  Gold  Coins  have  the  addition  of  dominus 
hibernie  to  this  title. 

On  some  of  his  Irish  Money  his  title  is  the  same 
as  it  is  upon  his  English  Silver  Coins,  but  on  others 
he  is  styled  simply  edwardus  dei  gratia  dominus 
hibernie,  whilst  on  some  the  inscription  edward 
rex  anglie  francie,  is  continued  on  the  Reverse, 
dominus  HYBErtNiE.  The  Reverses  have  either  the 
place  of  Mintage  alone,  or  the  addition  of  the  Motto 
which  appears  upon  his  English  Silver. 

Upon  his  Great  Seal  he  resumed  the  style  which 
had  been  discontinued  by  Henry  VI.  in  this  form, 

EDWARDUS  .  DEI .  GRACIA  .  REX  •  ANGLIE  .  ET  .  FRAN- 
CIE .  ET  .DOMINUS  .  HIBERNIE.e 

His  Mints  were  in  the  following  Cities  and 
Towns: 

VILLA       BRESTOLL. " 


>>  Bristol. 


BRESTOW. 
BRISTOL. 
BRISTOLL. 
BRISTOW. 

civitas  cantor.        Canterbury. 

Carlirigford. 
Cork. 


>  Coventry. 


CIVITAS  COVETRE. 
COVETRIE. 

villa  de  drogheda.  Drogheda. 
civitas  dvblinie.    Dublin. 

CIVITAS  DERAM. 
DERAME. 
DERHAM. 
DONOLI. 
DVNELME 


Durham. 


J> 


f  Sandford  and  Speed. 
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CIVITAS  JDVNELMIE.  "} 


J 


dvnol.        I  Durham. 
dvnoh. 

DVNOLM. 

civitas  eborace.      1  York 

EBORACI.        J 

Galway. 

Kilmallock, 
Kinpale. 

CIVITAS  LIMERICI.  Limerick. 

civitas  London-         London. 

cmTAS  NORVf  C.       )Nomich. 
NORWIC.       J 

Oxford. 
villa  de  trim.        Trim. 
civitas  waterford.  Waterford. 
villa  weixfor.         Wexford. 

Youghall. 


*     EDWARD  V. 

I4S3.  The  eldest  son  of  King  Edward- IV.  wa$ 
little  more  than  twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  decease.  He  was  immediately  proclaimed 
by  the  title  of  Edward  V.  and^  though  he  Was  never 
crowned,  yet  for  some  short  tune  he  was  permitted 
to  exercise  the  authority  of  a  King. 

His  father's  death  happened  in  the  month  of 
April,  A.  D.  1483,  and  on  the  20th  of  May  follow- 
ing Sir  William  Hastings,  kut*  was  appointed  Master 
and  Worker  of  the  Mint,  and  also  Warden  of  the 
Exchange  in  the  Tower  of  London,  Realm  of  Eng- 
land, and  Town  of  Calais,  during  life,  by  himself  or 
deputies  (according  to  the  form  of  an  Indenture  to  be 
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made  between  the  King  and  him),  with  all  profits, 
fees,  rewards,  and  emoluments,  to  the  said  offides  of 
old  time  belonging,  and  without  paying  any  rent  to 
the  King f.  ■        %  • 

It  is  probable  that  the  execution  of  this  Indenture 
Was  prevented  by  the  usurpation  of  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  which  took  place  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  June  5  but,  if  Ross  of  Warwick  is  to  be 
credited,  the  young  King  actually  struck  Money, 
and  also  exerted  other  acts  of  sovereignty  before  his 
deposition.  /I 

Ross  lived  in  this  reign,  and  therefore  could 
scarcely  be  mistaken  in  such  facts  as  those  which  he 
has  recorded.  As  this  remarkable  passage  of  hid 
history  has  escaped  the  notice  of  Mr.  Walpole, 
(though  highly  applicable  to  his  intention  of  proving 
that  the  usurpation  of  Richard  was  unpremeditated), 
I  shall  give  it  at  length. 

€e  Novus  rex  Londoniae  ductus,  a  Majore  et  Con- 
civibus  honorific^,  utdecuit,  est  receptus.  Sub  ejus 
nomine  jura  regni  apud  Westmonasterium,  &  per 
totum  regnum,  sunt  piodo  solito  observata.  Moneta 

TUNC  FACTA  SUB  EJUS  NOMINE  EST  PERCUSS  A  ET 
FORMATA,  ET  OMNIA  REGIME  DIGNITATI  PERTINENTIA 
IN  SUO  NOMINE  SOLITO  MODO  ERANT  OB3ERVArA  &. 

None  of  these  Coins  have,  however,  yet  been  as- 
certained, and  indeed  it  is  probable  that  they  were 
struck  with  his  father's  Dies,  which  appears  to  have 
been  the  common  practice  on  the  accession  of  a  new 
Monarch* 

A  French  Writer,  whose  MS.  is  preserved  in  the 
British  Museum,  has  given  drawings  of  a  Groat  and 

f  Pat.  1  E.  V.  m.  5,  g  Historia  Itegum  Anglia,  p.  213. 
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Penny  of  this  King.  The  Groat  is  described  ** 
weighing  three  pennyweights,  and  the  Penny  one 
pennyweight  *• 

If  these  weights  be  accurately  stated,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  these  Coins  should  be  rightly  appro- 
priated to  Edward  V. ;  for  the  Groat  of  Edward  IV. 
weighed  only  sixty  grains,  and  the  Penny  no  mere 
than  fifteen,  before  his  fourth  year ;  and  after  that 
time  they  were  reduced  to  forty-eight  and  twelve 
respectively.  The  Coins  are  probably  a  Groat  and 
Penny  of  Edward  III.  with  the  type  of  which  both 
of  them  agree.  The  Groat,  likewise,  is  of  equal 
weight  with  his  Money,  but  the  Penny  is  somewhat 
heavier,  as  all  of  his  fall  somewhat  short  of  a  penny- 
weight. In  confirmation  of  Ross's  statement  it  may 
be  observed,  that  a  Summons  for  calling  a  Parlia- 
ment on  the  25th  of  June,  14S3,  bears  date  on  the 
13th  of  May,  in  the  first  year  of  this  King1. 

Speed  had  given  a  representation  of  his  Great 
Seal ;  but  Sandford  says  that  it  belongs  to  Edward 
the  Fourth,  his  father,  as  may  be  proved  by  his  In- 
denture, dated  an.  22  Edward  IV.  to  which  the  said 
Seal  is  annexed  k.  But  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  accurate  Speed  found  this  Seal  affixed  to  some 
Act  of  fEdward  V.  according  to  the  custom  which 
then  prevailed  of  using  the  Seal  of  the  deceased 
Monarch,  until  a  new  one  could  be  prepared  for  his 
successor. 

The  precise  date  of  the  death  of  this  unhappy 
youth  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  probable  that 

h  Iivre  de  Monnoies.  Cotton  MSS.    Tiberius,  d.  11.  folio  24. 
-  i  Registr*  Morton,  Dene,  Bourchier,  and  Courtney,  folio  175. 
b.    Nichols's  Royal  and  Noble  Wills,  p.  346.  n.  r. 
k  Genealogical  History,  p.  425,  marginal  note. 
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he  did  not  long  survive  the  usurpation  of  his  uncle, 
who  in  June  1483  ascended  the  throne  by  the  name 
of  Richard  the  Third. 


RICHARD   III. 

1483.  Almost  immediately  after  his  coronation, 
Richard  appointed  Robert  Brakenbury,  esq.  Master 
Worker  of  the  Money  in  the  Tower,  Realm  of  Eng- 
land, Tovtn  of  Calais,  and  Marches  of  the  same l. 
This  Writ  bore  date  upon  the  17th  of  July,  and  in 
three  days  afterward  the  Coins  were,  by  Indenture, 
appointed  to  be  continued  as  in  the  fifth  year  of 
King  Edward  IV.  «* 

One  Parliament  only  was  held  during  this  short 
reign.  It  met  at  Westminster  on  the  23d  of  Janu- 
ary, in  his  first  year,  and  was  chiefly  occupied  in 
endeavouring  to  strengthen  his  title.  The  Statute 
which  was  then  enacted  was,  according  to  Lord 
Bacon,  such  as  entitled  him  to  the  character  of  a 
good  law-maker,  for  the  ease  and  solace  of  the  com- 
mon people11 ;  but  is  represented  by  Harrington, 
"  rather  as  a  short  and  imperfect  specimen  of  what 
he  intended  to  do  for  this  Country,  than  what  he 
had  either  really  projected,  or  had  an  opportunity 
of  carrying  into  execution."  ° 

1  Pat.  1  R.  III.  part  5.  m.  3.    Leake,  p.  169. 
"*  Lowndes/  p.  41.    He  does  not  give  any  date  of  the  day, 
but  it  is  in  Leake,  p.  169. 
■Life  of  Henry  VII.  p.  2. 
9  Observations  on  the  Statutes,  p.  435.  /* 
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;  A^ery  sin*U  proportion^  thif  S$a|tile  related  Jo 
hiftJVIopjey^rimd  was  inde^f  ^Qthlravtoorg  than  i 

It „bejg§irt^ w;i tn  stating  that  thpy  J^ad  beep  i^?Uj^ 

tgtarJB  tHfMt  £ase  made  and  pr^vid^d ;  aqd  }l^;$ij 
aAted,  that,  after  Easter  next  ensuing*  they  shoul^ 
withia  eight  months  from  their  arrival  in  the  reajjn 
with  merchandizes,  sell  the  jtapie,  and  envploy  tta 
Money  arising  from  such  sale  in  baying  th^  com- 
modities of  the  realn>,  th^ir  reasonably  costs  apd* 
e^pens^s exoepted,  '  _    _,^J  .  ^"  v*  ^ ^ 

That  such  of  the  merchandizes  as  should  remain, 
unsold  after  eight  months  should  not  be  SQldor  jaii^ 
tgred  in  England,  but  should  be  e^g^te^Vn jpjin 
of  forfeiting  the  whole  sum  exchanged,  aWa^ie; 
goods  sold,  after  eight  months  p.  «• 

Sjich.  abuses  had  c^pt  into  tW]^inb^71fr^a|^f* 
during  tHe  last  three  years  of  Edward  I V.  that  it 
wa&|oynd  necessary  tp  enact,  that  the  Ccyns  str^y 
within  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  or  elsewhere:  In  TrSfaiicL 

— ,_  7  ,. -_.--,  -„ , — B—  the  subjects. . 

agd  thai  tHe  refbser  should  forfeit  w^Ive  jDeniers 
for  every  Half  Denier  refused,  oiie  half  to  tjbe  'fringe 

V  Statute!  fillfPchap:^        — '  '^^   ^-dy^t:  3*^ 

^t.Th»  Act  is^Btlx  deettioycribyi-^^  b^ivtn^  tiM^ 

caa  be  jarred  jEroyp  At  retoti#g^  5Cow,i|:^r^4  $®m  Hmr » 

de#criptiq»  of  the  priflt,of  th^Cp^ ,^i^t ^^g_Siw^« 

Appendix,  N°XyiII.   ,  °'  "" "    .'  —  ^ 
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ottd  the  other  to  the  prosecutor;  and  if  any 
or  Towns  should  refuse  them,  then  the  said  forr 
feiture  should  go  half  to  the  King,  and  half  to  be 
employed  on  the  murrage  and  paviage  of  the  said 
.  City  or  Town,  and  the  offenders  to  he  committed  to 
prison  until  payment.  If  the  inhabitants,  citizens, 
or  burgesses  erf  Watered,  Wexford,  Ross,  Kilkenny, 
Dungarvan,  Yoghill,  Cork,  Kinsale,  KilimaUock, 
Limerick,  Galway,  Athenry,  or  elsewhere,  within 
those  parts  of  the  said  land,  should  be  proved  to 
liave  offended  in  the  premises,  they  should  forfeit 
twenty  Pounds ;  and  that  the  citizens  and  burgesses 
of  such  Cities  and  Towns  so  refusing  should  lose 
their  franchises,  until  they  had  made  fide  to  the 
King  for  such  their  contempts.  But  this  Act  was 
not  to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  or  burgesses 
of  Drogheda. 

The  preamble  to  the  eighth  chapter  stated,  that 
as  the  weal  publick  had  been  for  three  years  past 
greatly  damaged,  for  that  the  King's  Mints  fa* 
striking  of  Silver  Coin  had  not  been  ordered  for  the 
profit  of  the  subject,  by  which  all  foreigners,  a* 
Portugal*,  Spaniards,  Britons,  ^Frenchmen,  and  Fle- 
mings, practising  merchandize,  were  used  to  bring 
in  the  Coin  of  their  countries,  and  other  Bullion, 
to  be  coined  in  the  King's  Mint  in  Ireland,  to  the 
great  profit  of  the  said  foreigners  in  exchange,  and 
damage  of  the  King's  subjects.  And  as  it  had  hap-, 
petted  thereby,  that  the  common  people  could  not 
have  small  Coins  for  buying  and  selling,  or  paying 
small  sums  to  servants,  labourers,  and  artificers,  by 
which  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  departed,  and 
were  about  to  depart  from  the  land,  and  leave  their 
vol.  11.  c  c 
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habitations  desolate  and  waste ;  ttnd  that .  the  JhOMH 
venience  awjl  damage  .could  not  be  remedied  by  the 
ordec  of  that  aianoet  of  Mint  which  was  sent  out  of 
England, ;  and.  limited  ta  the  weight  of  thirtynBeveo 
Shillings  and  six  Pence  for  every  pound  of  Troy.- 
weight  of  Lorabti,  t6<be  used  m  Ireland1*  It  tiras 
thmsfae  enacted,  that  it  ibaitbLbe  lawful  for  the 
Master  of  ^he  Mint  for  the  time  being  to  make;  four 
maimer  *f  Silver  Coins,  vis.  Grosses,  Demy-Greasea, 
Deaiere,  and  Demy-Deniers,  in  such  manner,  and 
in  such  places,  as,  it  was  ordained  by  the  Statute  of 
the  tenth  of  Edward  iy.,  and  of  such  fineness  and 
allay,  with  all  such  remedies  in  the  weight  of  eveiy 
twenty  Shillings,. .  for  the  Master  and  Workmen,  as 
was  ordered  hy  Parliament  in  the  13tb  year  of  the 
said  King!)  and  that  the  said  Coins  should  have* 
according  to  the  King's  commandment,  the  print 
on  the  one  side  of  the  arms  of  England,  with  a  cross 
trefoil  in  every  fine,  with  this  inscription,  ricardus 

0£t   GftATCAiREX  ANGLIC  DOM  IN  US  HIBBKNUE**  and 

on  the  otker  aide  three  Ccowns  one  above  the  other* 
with  a  cross,  trefoil  in  etvery  Arte;  bearing  in  the  tir- 
cumference  of  the  same  the  name  of  the  place 
where,  in  form  aforesaid/ it  should  lawfully"  be 
coined.     Qf  thfc  said  Grosses  two  hundred  and  fifty, 

^T^j^t  of  the  preamble  is  destroyed,  ,  ?/  v  ,r 

^  fiu^YrbetheMbja  should  not  be  the  13th  year,  in  whiqh  % 
Statute^  was,  made,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Money,  by  the  Par-* 
liament  which  met  at  Dublin.  See  Simon's  Appendix,  N°X11Lt 
I  do  not,  fin4  any  Statute  for  that  purpose  in  his  12th  year.  -f  " 
t.  The  smaller  pieces  w*p  to  haye  j&e  ean}e  inscription;/  as  te 
as  it  could  be  comprehended  therein  ty4lw  Master  and  Gravers 
at  their  discretion-  .  , .  ?  '  - 
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with  the  remedies  aforesaid,  were  to/make  the  pound 
of  Troy-weigbt^  every  on©  of /them:  to  pass  for  four 
Deniers;  and,  for  thebaic  06  the -common  people* 
the  fifth  part  of  6«ch  Coin  vm  to  be>struck  in  the 
pieces  smaller  than  the  G*ois.  >    \  x  c  r  n?i 

It  was  also  orddiocd^iiiatJtije  Mister f  rfiight,  in 
prteenie  of  thfe  Comptroller  motive  tbeir^stcffj  and 
all  lawful  Bullion  brought  to*  the) 'Mint  in  eupi; 
spoons,  and  other  waste;  and  >thab  the"  Merobast 
should  receire  back  for  every  dunce  bf  Bullion  four 
Shillings  artd  six  Petiee,  the  Master  two  Deniers, 
and  that  the  residue  of  tever^  ounce  Should  go  to 
the  King.  •    ■•'  '    ■ 

By  the  9th  chapter,  the  profits  of  the  Mint  were 
granted  to  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  Deputy  to  Edward 
the  King's  eldest  son  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  fo#  his 
charges  in  the  Government,  so  long  as  he  should 
continue  in  it. 

The  13th  chapter  enacted,  that  all  counterfeit 
Money  should  be  broken,  and  that  all  Letters  Pa- 
tent and  Acts,  made  in  behalf  of  Germyn  Lynch  to 
be  Master  of  the  said  Mint,  .should  be  void  V  ; 

w  Simon's  Appendix,  N©  XVIII.  According  to  this  Statute 
the  Groat  was  to  weigh  2544  grains,  the  Half-Groat  ]££  grains/ 
and  the  Penny  6-fr  grains;  yet  St  appears  that  they  .weighed 
mote;  for  I  have  one  of  these  Groats,  which  though  pretty 
much  worn  and  clipped,  weighs  S84  grains,  and  cannot  hare 
lost  less  than  1£;  whence  the  weight  will  appear  to  have  been, 
at  least,  SO  grains,  and  the  difference  between  the  English  and 
Irian  Groat  of  this  Prince,  to  be  about  sixty  per  cent.  This 
Groat  has  on  one  side  the  scutcheon  of  England,  and  this  inscrip- 
tion, ricar.  rex.  angle  France.  "  Reverse,  the  three  crowns 
in  a  pale  on  a  cross  pommete*,  and  dominus  hybernie.  a  small 
cross,  Mint-mark."    [Simon's  Essay  on  Irish  Coins,  p.  31.]    It 

cc  2 
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1485.  His  death,  upon  (riie"  aSd  pt  AugUst  iii 
this  year,' closed  a  short  anduriqtilet  reign^  oFltttM 
more  than  two  years  in  extent,,       -.     . 

I  he  same  unvaried  type,  and  legend  was  still  con- 
tinued upon  nis  Coins,  which  djnered  from  those  of 


sbtne  few  trifling 
out  in   the 

the  Great 
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'10  fflf&ii  3  he. battle  of  Bosworth  Field  J^njina&jl 
^(ie  life,  pf  .Richard,  and  placed  Hejirjr.  Pwfee,,^ 
BM&WHr'  ?ft, the  Throng,  umjer  the  ^xffjfjgfi 

iS4j.i;:-...       .      "I   -         .,    -    l-A   Mb    JsJ- 

In  the  Parliament  which  met^shprth^afiter  his 
accjWUOAUj  several.  Acts  were  passed  fopjthe-tegala- 
tion  of  foreign  commerce.     Amongst  others  things, 

■■ililHfieuH;t«-sAy.libw  It  haippcneii,  that  Mr.&ituflH'a  uailatfaceu- 
racy  so  completely  failed' hiiti  In  the  frfeeerit 'ihstaiMtt';  hat 'tic 
tbift-fti' qotetton,  aabehas  rcpttiented  ft  nl'histffth  plfctt/N" 
98,  does  not.  by-  any'  mdaus  cbttesponB  with  the  dtfcrip&m  in 
the  Statute,  nor  indeed  precisely  with  his  own-iAsteiiKflt,' is 
given  abuvc.  "  '"--■■  ■'    '■'-'      !'■'    '■'  '   '":i;J'!' 
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►  •  ■.»..  MM        U' 


it  revoked,  .made  void,  and  annulled  the, forfeitures, 

p&nalttes,  seizures,  and  actions,  cqmpuzed  in  the 

&••;,*  J j  Jospi.  Mt^W  *i!iX  nodi fi Jb^To  jp  v    „' 
Statute  rfitfae  in  toe  first  year,  ot  the  late  King  re- 

speotrag  the  Italian  Merchants,  ancr  reserved  teethe 

Jung  only  th&  hocgty  to  have,  ani  enjoy.  alb  man- 

v  y*hX}  dam  mitt&.pouvfrJzni&JL  sin  noqii  b*j.jiiij 
nernof  seizures,  forfeits,  and  .penalties  Mi ¥  the  said 
±i.*W  *vu  ^:o?  w^smfin19rn1g» -/Tao  ./Iptfim^T 
Act  specified:  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  hup 

• ■  ;;  ^v^u Jivr?;oii,9d  Ilrv  Thin.*'  gnufinirT. 
to  grant  to  his  oeseebhers  Letters  of  .pate  Conduct. 
•  j-#  -'ii*  £r^ix'^;,vAV^rp^KTl  9rt5  to  pnoamrwgB 
and  Letters  ratent,  the  above  Act  or  Acts  noxwathj 

*      J'  rj,,.  ,  .     ^fnc?  9'"i  «vfB  yr.v   »J-\(f. 

standing.  I  his  was  done  in  contSequ^re  ,of  .a  peti- 
tion from  the  above-meptioned  Italian  merchants  *. 

By  an  Indenture  wh}ch(yas  made  in  this  year 
with  Sir  Giles  Dawbeny  and  <  B^rth^Vwew  \  Rqed, 
joint  Masters  and  Worker ^  6f)  tke- Mint,  bdth  the 
Gold  and  Silver  Coins  v^re  ^continued  at  the 'lame 
weight  and  fineness  4s' their  wete'ftJted^W  ihhthe 
fifth  year  of  King  Edwartf  IV  J 

i486.  In  his  third  year2,  an  Act  was  made  to 
prevent  unlawful  exchanges,  and  to  oblige  Mer- 
chant aliens,  &c.  to  employ  their  Money  upon  the 
merchandize  of  the  Realm.     For  the  former  pur- 


Hfc^r  WV.  and  VI.; aiHi'ttr  'the  'lftffl?,..  ^^..^ 
that  the  Act  of  the  17th  of  Edward  W*fm§t)& 
a4i^38KteH^Vady'b■b^y•>'J,'■''•':'IB,,  y,]i  nl 
l^7:,i!-TfiUhirf;PaTllamerit  wlnffi>ak0^^ri- 

*  Statute  1  H.  VH.  chap.  10. 

*  y rPat* .  l :  H«  \?H.  w.  \6%   'Uwi>^,  ^33,  /ha*  'tyittriMftte 

-**  JftitfH :'lt«ti|t«i  JWsllli&^ 

thfiBtfcp?  tte  nrigt-.ftf  HftOigf  >Vtfe  wuclai^^a»  if  It,  actually  ;cg»» 

*  Statute  3  H,  VII.  chap.  6and  8.  -  ^  _vy  ^ 
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bled  in  his  reign,  regulated  Ky  an  Act  then  passed, 
the  allaying  of  Gold  and  Silver.  It  stated  in  the 
preamble,  that  whefeas  it  was"  of  old  time  used,  and 
had  continued  until  of  late  years,  thkt  there  ttere, 
for  the  avail  of  the  King  and  the  Realm;  Finers  and 
Parters  of  Gold  and  Silver' by  fire  and  water/ under 
a  rule  and  order  belonging  unto  the  Mints  of  Lon- 
don, Calais,  Canterbury,  if ork,  and  Durham,  and 
in  other  places  where  Mints  were  holden,  and  at 
the  Goldsmiths'  Hall  in  London,  to  fine  and  part 
all  Gold  arid.  Silver  belonging  and  needful  for  the 
said.  Mints  and  Fellowship  of  Goldsmiths,  for  the 
amendment  of  Monies  and  Plate  in  the  Realm, 
that  every  thing  might  be  reformed  to  the  right 
standard,  as  well  in  Money  as  Plate,  to  the  least 
cost,  for  the  weal  of  the  King's  noblemen  o?  the 
land,  and  common  people.  But  that  then  it  was 
tso,  that  such  Finers  and  Parsers  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
by  fire  and  water,  dwelled  abroad  in  every  place  of 
the  Realm  out  of  the  rules  aforesaid,  and  bought 
gilt  Silver  from  the  Mints,  Exchanges,  and  Gold- 
smiths, and  parted  and  fined  it  as  aforesaid.  And 
for  the  most  part  the  Silver  so  fined  was  allayed  by 
them  in  diverse  manners,  and  sold  at  their  pleasure 
to  every  man  that  would  buy  it  of  them,  to  make 
such  works  as  the  fcuyers  pleased.  Therefore  men 
could  get  no  fine  Silver,  when  they  needed  it,  for 
their  fyfoney,  for  the  amendment  of  Money  and 
J?lat$,  asv  it  Jiad  been  in  times  passed.  Wherefore 
it  caused  Money  and  Plate,  in  divers  places  of  the 
Realm*  to  be  made  worse  in  fineness  than  it  should 
be,  as  it  appeared  evidently  in  divers  places,  to  the 
great  hurt  of  the  King's  noblemen  of  the  land,  and 
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^emtnojv  people.  .  Therefore  it  was  ordained,  that 
«q  Fin$r  of.Gqld  or  Silver,  of  Parte?,  of  the  same, 
should  from  that  tijne  alla#  any  fine  Silver  pr  Gold, 
nor  sell  any  in  any  _others  ivire,  ,or  to,  any  person  or 
persons  except  to  th^  Officers  qf  Mints,  Exchanges, 
and  Goldsmiths  within  the  Realm,  fpr  augmentation 
and  amending  of  Coin  and  Plate  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  {he  Mapters  of  A|iAts,  &c.  for  all  such  fine 
Gold,  and  Silver  coming  tfythem,,  should  answer  tKd 
value,  according  to  the  wprth,,  a^  ,it  was '  then^  and 
had  been  of  antient  time  accustomed  after  the. rate 
of  fineness.  And  that  no  Finer  or  Parter  .should 
sell  totany  person,  jv>r  neither  t<x  one  nor  to  other, 
any  manner  of  Silver  in  mass  molten  and  allayed/ 
upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same,  one  half  to  the 
King,  and  the  other  to  the  finder  who  should  prove 
the  same,  and  sue  for  it  in  the  King's  Exchequer- 
And  if  any  Finer  or  Parter  should  allay  or  sell  any 
manner  of  fine  Gold  or  Silver,  otherwi.se  than  fcy 
that  Act  was  ordained,  he  should  lose  the  v^Tue  of 
the  spme.  to  be  divided  as  aforesaid.  And  it  was 
further  enacted,  that  all  such  fine  Silver  as  should 
be  parted  and  fined,  as  aforesaid,  should  be  made 
so  fine,  that  it  might  bear  twelve  pehny weights  of 
3llay  ijq  a  pound  weight,,  and  yet  be  as  good  as 
sterling,,  and ,  rather  better  than  worse ;  and  that 
every  Finer  should  put  his  several  mark  upon,  puch 
fine  Silvqr*  to  bear  witness  of  the  same  tof  pe  true, 
upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  valiie^as  aroresak(. 
And  that  no  Goldsmith  within  the  Realm  should 
melt  or  allay  any  fine  Silver,  to  be  for  any  works  or 
other  intent,  but  only  for  making  of  amelles,  for 
divers  works  of  Goldsmithry,  and  for  amending  of 
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2ft  jSflS*  8*9**  iWWft  MP^t?* 

<M!^oWfon  weH  of^tW  Realm}  «n«J  ^ha^  they, 
sfiotikf  riot  sell  any  fine  Silver,  nor  anv  other  SjlWe^ 
allayed,  molten  into  mass,  to  any  nelson  .whats^- 
ever  he  might  be,  nor  one  Goldsmith,  to  another,, 
dtf^pain"  of  forfeiture  of  the  Siiyerf  rpr  tjhe  vahfe 
thereof;  as  is  abovesaid.  _  _         ',.,.,, 

"'"Ifwas  also  ordained,  that  all  Letters  Parent  (and, 
Grafts*  of 'QmVes,  belonging  or  Retaining  to  ,  tpe, 
King's  Mint,  exercised  in  the  same,  with;  fees  and 
iVages'trte'reio  belonging,  should  be  from  that  time' 
voi^Efnef^f'noneeffectK  ","'.'';   ,'.  >'       ,..'■'/ 

•'lVB$Ii$h  Chapter  of  the  samf  Statqte.  ma^e  it 
.  tr&reon':to  counterfeit  the  foreign  Coins  of  Gold  and 
Silver  tvhrch  were  permitted  to  be  current  in  Eng- 
land, a '  crime  of  which  divers  persons  had  been 
gni1tyi"TJEcause  they  perceived  that  the  forging  them 
was  neither  felony  nor  treason  *,  ,    ■>      ^ .    , : 

By  tKe  23d  Chapter,  the  statute  of  the  17th  year, 
of  Edward 'IV.  which  forbade  the  carrying  _of;&|pr_ 
ne^oTfB^ll]bni'out'oJ'fhe  realm,  was  revive^  jjt£ 
lSairelffeTnJJ6f'seven  years  rjeihg'then  expired, ,  jfn^ 
eonwr^uericW  df'ftie  restrain^'  of  rthat  Taw  peinfire*^ 


iriBreff^rle^ilvW' Coin's  of  the  'realm  were  exported 
ir^^ia^dersy^otmandyrBnbiinj!  JrelandTancT 
cfe^'befolia  the  sea.'  '  .^e  jprovwoS  offfirt 
SO^W&Vhd&bre  ordained  to  be'con^rmedVwd 

mence  from  Lady  Day  in  the  year  14fl0  ;  wrtfi  this 

addit*»i¥"tha^riftfef'ji*li«'^ay,  HcJ'perSofc  ''dwelling 
-£jg  «H1  lo  Esiqos  isrflo  lis  ni  bus  .x^E  ■•?■'  to  :>J'.:        >' 
b  Statute  4  H.  VII.  chap.  2.  ''  -'-  -**':  -      -1**'  " 

c  Id.  chap.  18,    This  was  repea»*iB^«ftttatAtEfVF.'  cap, ' 

sit.<|  fcdolab  b->i..i>  ■■  -n»«(nw»1  .-^f>   1-:    .>.:  UV  '.1  C.i.-'l 


fbr  "aiif'tnerefiahcfi'ze,  o^ 'otherwise,  any  pieces  of 
Gdf^ioihe^m  Waf'or'sfnv'otlier  realm,  or  any 
^i^v^eV^iss^ui^on^orjewei  of  Gold, 
Wrbiightorunwroije^t,upon  pain  to  forfeit  the  double 
film/  or*  the  double  value  of  all  such  Money  of  Oold 


go  to  the'  Rang,  tHe  ojther  to  any  of  his  subjects  that 
w3md"ieizfe'it,'or  sue  for  anjfsuch  payment,  &c.e 

1489.  In  his  5th  year  pyles  Lord  Daubenoy, 
and*  Bartholomew  Rede,  of 'London,  Goldsmith,  Mas- 
ters arid'  Workers  "of the  -Mint  in  the  Tower  of  Lour 
don,  were  ordered  to  ihak?  ar new  Money  of  Gold  ac- 
doramg  to  the  print  and  form  of  a  piece  of  Lead  an- 
nexed to  tfre  Letters  ^aton'tV,  The  Coin  to  be  of  the 
fineness  of  the  standard  of  the  Gold  /Monies:  of  $\c 
reaig),.' according  to  tlie  Indenture  bettwpfn  t£e/$i|ng( 
and  them ;!  and  to'be  double  the  weight  crf:Jhej  Rfiy^T( 
Twenty-two  arid  an  half  of  such  pieces  tp^^pjin^j 
out  or  .the?  pouncT  deightT^wer, ,  and,;  to  b^cfdjed-, 


to  te  made,  unless  the  King  should, c^n^a^l  Jp^hesj 
contrary f.  '  *    ,'  '    "    n    ,l  .  >  ,„r,i  ...  n.  ,„ 

4  #HM/°WM1»»rt#f  th^feyawfi^oW-atonfl/idiiiwatkiaisd^ 
i  n  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  and  in  all  Other  copies  of  toil  Sta- 
tute which  I  have  seen.  ._  ijm,?   iJV   H  1-  0,'ttuH- 
'  eStSt)itei4«.,VJ"^"WP,.aJ-Hr.    10  -Mi      .-l    '!*''   !•< 

'  Pat.  5  H.  VII.  m.  30.  dors.  Commission  dated  October  88. 
The  Statute  of  his  19th  year  mentions  Half-Sovereigns  likewise. 
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,  1491.  TJke  <aiirent  Cotm  of  Ireland  were  so 
clipped  th*t*  on  the.  15th  of  April,  149 1,  ,a  law 
wte  made  ini  that  King<tom>  to  prohibit  the  paying 
or  receiving  any  clipped  or  counterfeit  Money*. 
Ab#oAjtihe  *aaier>tij»e  ,  the  difference  between  the 
English  <md  Iriafa ;  Money  *was  om  third  in  valine, 
a*  sgpeara  from  a  Jetter  of ,  Ootaviaji,  Archbishop  of 
A?0*agiv  to  the  Kingpin,  1487,  recommending 
Arthur  MsgeoMis  to  tbftt  prince  for  the  »  Bishoprick 
oftDjrosnofe*  wherein Jhe  says,  that  the  revenue. of 
tb#tr  Biocess  is  not  worth  above  forty  Pounds  of  the 
0>in  of  Ireland,  which  is  less  by  the  third  part  than 
th$  Coin  sterling  b. 

1493.  In  his  8  th  year  was  another  Indenture 
with  John  Shaw  and  Bartholomew  Read,  bearing 
date  on  the  90th  of  November,  in  which  the  Coin? 
wens,  continued  as  before  *> 

J  494-  And  in  this  year  another,  Robert  Fen* 
roth^r  and  William  Read  being  then  Masters  of  the 
Mint*  <*n  the  same  terms k- 

31495*  Standard  weights  were,  in  his  llth  year, 
dejiy^red  to  the  Knights  and  Citizens,  pf  every  Shir? 
an4  City  assembled  in  Parliament,  Barons  of  the 
fiye Ports,  and  certain  Burgesses  of  Borough  Towns, 
to  he  by  them  conveyed  to  certain  Cities,  &c»  $p- 
powt^far  fte  safe  custody  of  the  samel  But  in 
ths  Jplfew,\Bg  ysar,  1 4fl6>  those  weights  were,  upon 
examination  fopund  to  be  defective ;  and  it  was  then 
ordainod^  that  every  pound  should  contain  twelve 
ounces  of  .troy- weighty  .and  every  ounce  twenty 

g  <Simon  quoting  Ware,  ch.  xxv.  edit.  1704.    - 

k  Simon,  p,  32.  i  Pat.  8  H.  VII.  p.  2.  Leake,  p.  172. 

*  Lo#ndes/p.  41.  '  I  Statute  11  H.  VII.  chap.  4. 


HEWRY   VII.  S95 

Sterlings,  arid  every  Sterling  to  of  the  weight  of 
thirty-two  corns  of  wheat  that  grew  in  *he  midst  of 
the  ear  of  wheat,  according  to  I  the  old  law*  of  the 
land  "*•  * f  *  *  ^ 

These  two  Statutes  are  noticed  here  (thought 
fact  they  have  no  relation  to  the- Coins),  because 
Mr*  Clarke  has  quoted' the  latter  of  them  as  apfoof 
that  the  troy-weight  *a*  introduced  into  the -Mirft 
before  the  l8*h  of  Henry  VIII.*  -  But  it  is  evident 
that  the  Sterlings  in  that  Statute  are  Pennyweights, 
and  not  the  Coins  of  that  name.  It  will  be  seen* 
hereafter,  that  the  change  of  the  Money- weigh t&4 
actually  take  place  no  earlier  than  the  l8th  of  Henry 
VIII. 

1498.  On  the  12th  of  December,  in  his  14th 
year,  the  following  Proclamation  was  issued  :  "  For- 
asmuch as  the  King  understandeth  the  manifold 
inconveniences  that  daily  ensue  amongst  his  sub- 
jects for  refusing  of  his  Coin  *;  that  is  to  jsay,<  of 
small,  thin,  and  old  Pennies;  and  that  hereafter 
might  ensue,  if  due  reformation  were  not  provided 
and  had  in  that  behalf;  his  Highness,  therefbrey 
willing  in  any  wise  his  said  subjects  universally  to 
take  and  receive  his  Money  current,  sttfaightty 
chargeth  and  commandeth  all  and  every  of  his  sub- 
jects foresaid,  that  no  manner  person  from  hence- 
forth refuse  to  take  and  receive  in  payment  all  man- 
ner Pennies  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lonfc  Coinage, 
so  that  thty  be  Silver  and  whole,  and  that  upon 
pain  of  imprisonment  of  every  person  that  so  will' 

m  Statute  12  H.  VII.  cbap.  5, 

n  Connexion  of  Roman,  Saxon,  and  English  Coin?*  p.  99.  - 


m(S  annals  of  the  coinage. 

tefuwio  take  hispid  Coinage,  and  to  make  fine 

therefore  at  obV^oreiWh  torcTs^pIeasufe."0  ,  , 

It  shouTa  Mnru.'from  irli's  Proc&iriatiofi,  that'^ie 

Coins  which  naa  Wen  refased  we 


Tie  h<T)  ~ir.>:-n;;i<-  ■•-.;?,  ,  !jjf>u.-  ■  .,    c-i 

fWUen try  the  oM«n  of  .them,  could  not  havte  been 
'  rQckrnforeJ£tianabou^tnirf'ee'n  years,  a  short'spao£ 
r  such  wear  a?  woulq^ustlFy  the  calling  them  tflin 
peHCe^  in  comb' anson  with,  the  state  at  which"  they 

were  issued  from  the 'Mint.     Although  their  thin- 

BUfi.  .tof  tj.'ff'/i  :■,,■■■■■"  -■      ■  ■   „      ■     .  ■  .  i      ,'i,'. 

ueM.be  tacitly  admitted;  yet  no  reformation  in  that 

respect;  is  proposed,  but  all  persons  are  .'required  to 

take,  them  'provided  they  are  Silver  and  whole. 

These  considerations,  together  with  the  well-known 

ayahce  of  Henry,  and  his  attention  to  petty  gainsP, 

iustify  the.  suspicion  that  the,  ttiirihess'cif  these  £oias; 

was  authorized,  or  fit  lean  connived'  at, T>y  h'ini. .' 

.  i^Oo.,  About  this  time  there  leemaw yh'ave  been 

a  great  quantity  of  had  Money  in/^lrcutaf  idnf    Tnan. 

^ounto^iheb\uildingtbestMp)e,!and  njpaijirig  tfte 

cnurxji  oi  Louth  "in  Lincolnshire,  from  about  "the; 

year .1500  to  ISM,  many  statements  of  ill  Monev/ 

occur,  and  a  gift  of  clipped  Groats  is  entered*!.;        ? 

'•(*1MS  itflH*ifcb§ttr«f  tWstfifc&  drAMi$jtifcfc>  .«*»!& 
;if^BeqJ»iilAfeJyIiordBaci»ri,'p.ai9.  ,'i  ;:Nr.'»J  ^.Jt'vM 
1  Archteologia,  vol.  X.  pp.  70—98.  Holinshed,  speaking  of 
tfanipowiDt^ofitJttlfeTnKTBaboui.thB.jraQ-'iaoa,  a»yi,  ifofce  of 
ibtadidioaifcfafettihwjfilH^md,  ttxreinb  NoMa  aritaSU** 
lings  in  Silver  (for  few  Buch  men,  tfaen  ritrnil  far  fToMlw nfMB it 
wmnotnti ready  pBymcnt^-ioid.tfaey  wert- ofi  ii»fore(»i  to  givd  a 
fcnnjPifijM^ftiiwilUulge.'flfjinfAngelJ'-is^wivepj  likely  ibjtaff 
tl»>^triMaM.Mt>^^il]:-«a<nwu^:aa^Koit;it;  .  fChilaWteto  j 
<r«*.  I.DlW»ripti«nofEDglaail,.X8^3     ■.  -        '*■.■■■■■ 
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1504.  In  his  I9th  year,  the  Coins,  especially  of 
Silver,  were  so  impaired  as  well  by  clipping  as  coun- 
terfeiting the  same,  and  by  bringing  into  the  realm 
the  Coin  of  Ireland,  that  great  rumour  ana  variance 
daily  increased  among  bis  subjects  for  taking  and 
refusing  the'same.;  it  was  therefore  enacted,,  that  all 
manner  of  Gold,  of  the  Coins  of  a  Sovereign,  ,Half 
Sovereign  ^TFtyaf,  Half  Ryal,  and  the  fourth  part  of 
a  Ryal,  the  Angel,  and  Half  Angel,  and  every  of 
thein,  being,  Gold,  whole  and  .weight, .  should  be 
current  for  the  sum  that  they/were  polite &  fof7  .And 
also,  that  as  well  all  manner ,bf/Groan '  and  Half 
Groats,  of  English  Coin,  and  of  the  Coin  of  other 
lands  then  current  in  the  realm,  for  Groats  or  Half 
Groats,  being  Silver,  and  not  clipped,  mini  shed,  or 
otherwise  impaired,  except  reasonable  wearing  (al- 
beit they,  might  be  cracked),  should  also  be  current 
in  like  mtfnner  for  the.  sum  at  which  they  were 
coined.  And  thai  "all"  Pence,  being  Silver,  and 
haying  the  print  of  the  king's  Coin,  should  be  cur- 
rent "to*  him  in  all  his  receipts,  and  to.  all  ma  re- 
ceivers, and,  to  all  other  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, and  their  receivers,  and  to  all  others  within 
the  realm,  without  any  manner  refusal  or  contra- 
diction, except  -etih/  Jpeoop,bew^>SpjBra>jHi«the 
Mullet,  within  the  bars  of  tl^Crois'^.Vhittlt.^were 
i  ■  ■s-.;ac=^  .tevji.Si  ■<-()'  ;■-,  .X  .If  ,«3o(o»JyiA  P 
i  'Ik*  if, it  war  WMeyCaiaed^-imiBtifcaTdihwtn^'D^ltfaa^BK* 
nine  M-the  Hj*L:  Itis  oOC  mewtiewert|i«  <  ihe  #&iteMaifeift»n*}iei 
Colore  rfltoSoWife^n,  -8top.,8e3.  :  wil  w»)  i3vli8  «i  egnil 
.  *  .1  Juwe  »«<  b*ea  .aide 'to  -MloebtaiTi.  i whatt^oit»->tlws()(>TC«w 
TbojjrearaUa  vt-t\m  -£tat*te.-<aiinf>iainB  of.*Ko*iraji)rtttlivta»i 
Iri»hMoney,  (Mt  lJ»ren4t«Bluwitfc«»s'i*n»ilisWp*at'JUi^ 
dom,  which  answer  the  dcstf(ptibniiattioJ6ftUi»ei'i«itMtWof  the 
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to  be 'current  for  an?  Halfpenny,  and  not  dbove.  And 
if  any  person  should  refuse  to  receive*  such  Coins,,  he 
should  be  compelled  by  the  Mayor,  &c  or  other* 
chief  Officer  o9  the  town  of  plade  where  such  pay- 
ment should  be  re fu  feed,  to  accept  the  same,  and 
further  to  feeitnprisoned,  or  otherwise  punished  by 
the  discretion  of  the  said  Officer.  And  if  the  said 
Mayor,  &c  shtiukh  refuse  to  take  sach  Coins,  he 
should  be^ompetfed  to  take  them  by  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  of  the  same  county  where  such  payment 
Waa;  refusedy  and  he  so  refusing  the  same  to  be  far-* 
ther  punished'  for  the  said  refusing  by  the  discretion- 
of  the  said  Justice. .  And  it  was  also  ordained>  thfilt 
atii  manner  of  Groats  and  Half  Groats,  as  well  Eng- 
lish as  Foreign,  being  clipped,  mwished,  or  other- 
wise impaired^  except  reasonable  wearing/ should 
not  in  any  wise  be  current,  but  that  they  might  be 
lawfnlly  brought  to  the  King's  Mint,  there  to  be 
changed  rafter  the  custom  of  the  same  Mint  V  or 
might  be  concerted  in  to  Plate  or  Bullion,  or  others 
wise^  sold  or  employed,  as  might  be  most  for  the 
advantage  of  the  owner.       • 

And  an  <  order  to  avoid  such  clipping  in  time  to 


»       r  , 

If  I  11 


Scottish  Pennies  of  James  IV.  and  V.  have  nijullets  in  the  (mar* 
ters  of  the  cross,  and  may  possibly  be  those  so  imperfectly 
described  aboVe. 

t  This  wag,  "  in  effect,  to  bring  in  the  Silver  of  the  Realm  to 
the  Mint,  in  making  all  clipped,  minished,  or  impaired  Coins 
of  Silver,,  not  to  be  current,  without  giving  any  remedy  <Jf 
weight,  but  with  an  exception  only  of  a  reasonable  wearing, 
which  was  as  nothing  in  respect  of  the  incertainty;  and  so  * 
(upon  the  matter)  to  set  the  Mint  on  work,  and  td  give  way  to 
new  Coins  of  Silver,  which  should  be  then  minted."  [History  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII,  by  Lord  Bacon,  p.  215.] 
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come,  the  Ring  caused  to  be.  made  new  Coins  of 
Groats  and  Pence  of  TwoiPencfv  and  that  every 
ptete  should  have  ;*.  circle  <  about*  /the  utter  {Mitt 
thereof;  and  also  that  all  manner  df  Gold,  heteafter 
to  be  coined  within  the  itealnij  should  have  the 
whole  scripture  about  every  I  pieoe.  of  the  flame  Gold, 
without  lacking  of  any*  part  thereof,  to  the  id  tent 
that  the  King's  subjects  might  hefcearfter  havfe  perfetf 
knowledge,  by  that  circle  or  scripture^  when  the 
stupe  Coins  .were  clipped » on  impaired  H    » .    ■  •  ■  >'t 
.   And  it.  waa  also,  enacted,  that  if  the.  Wardew  and 
Comptroller  of  the  King s  Mints  should  riot  {faf  thrt 
time  to  come  execute  their  offices  in  searbbing;  the 
same  Coins,  and  see  that  they  .were  made  perfect  m 
form  aforesaid,  before  they  were  passed  f rdm>  the 
Mint,  that  then  the  said' Warden  and  Comptroller 
should  forfeit  their  >  said  Office*  and  make  fine*  few 
the  same  at  the  Kingls  pleasure*    It  was  further 
ordained,  t  that  no  person  should  convey  dnt  *  of  the 
realm,  into  Ireland,  any  Bullion,  Plate,  or  Coin  of 
Gpld  and  Silver,  above,  the  sum  of;  six  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence,  or  bring  from  theme  any; manner  of 
Coin  of  Gold  or  Silver,  of  the  Com  of  Ireland,  ab&re 
the  sum  of  three  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  on  pain 
of  forfeiture  and  imprisonment,  arid  fine  and  ransom, 
at  the  Ring's  pleasure ;  and  that  it  should  be  lawful 

r  «  This  part  of  the  Statute  was  strangely  misunderstood  tjr  Mr. 
Leak*,  who  applies  it  to  former  Coins  only,  and  very  gravely  't;ells 
bid  readers,  that  "  what  is  here  said  of  a  circle  and  scripture  about 
the  Coin,  to  prevent  clipping,  was  no  more  than  had  always  been, 
though  the  circle,  and  a  great  part  of  the  tetters,  were  wanting 
upon  most  of  the  Money  then  current  It  seems  thelefore,  says 
he,  to  have  been  inserted  in  the  Act,  to  ascertain  what  was  lawful 
Money,  that  if  it  had  not  tfie  scripture  and  ring  entire,  it  might 
not  be  current"    [Historical  Account  of  English  Money,  p.  175/J 
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for  every  *x>f  the  King's  subjects  to  seize  'all  such 
Money  of  the  Coin  of  Ireland,  wheti%rdught  info 
the  realm,  above  the  said  sum  of  three  "Shillings and 
four  Pence,  and  to  bring' it* to  th£  KrngY  M int, 
there  to  leave  tlie  same  to  the  King's  use;  and  that 
one  *  half  of  the  value  of  the  same  should  be  paid  to 
the  person  who  should  so  brtng  it  to  the  Mint,  by 
the  Stasfer  of  thie  Mint  for  the  titrfe  being \ 

Fabian  says,  that  in  tbi$  Parliament  was  ordained 
a  new  Coin  of  'tSilvier  as  Grotes; 'Half  ?-Grbtes,  and 

ft  .  '        ^  *~ 

Sbillvnffes,  with  tfaff  faces.  .And  a  correction  was 
devised  for  clipped  Grates?'.  This  account  is  copied, 
nearly  Verbatim,  by  Holinshed  and  Stow,  except  that 
the  latter  calls  the  Shilling  a  Groat  which  was  in 
value  twelve  Pence ;  both  of  them  agree  in  saying, 
that  of  such  very  few  were  coined**.  TLeakS  i^oFopi- 
nibn  that  they  were  only  specimens,  or  designs,  for 
such  species  of  Money ;  which,  s^ys  he^  Hnafefe'them 
yeig^  jgreat  rarities  a';  and  Folk^ :  lik^ife;  ^fs 
testimony  to  their  scarcity^  "Bui  t-cffif  BicW 
in  his  Life  of  Henrys  when  he  is  entrtt^^mgF^e 
various  sources  from  whence  that  Monarch  Served 
his  great  weakh,  says,  u  rieiither>w&s  if  M  sri^tihat- 
ter*  th*t  *he  Mint  gained  upon  fife  :i^tp^^^  by 
the  vp^oinagt  of  Groats  ancl  ^afr^roits,  now 
TvMygqiGQ&a  arid  Sixpences^,^     This  im^lfes  a 

that  we  (ttust  seek  for  the cause  of  their rarity  in 
theenonmraS  issues  of  base  Cfcins  from  nrt  sonV 

y  <liw>iiiiiili'<iwio  19- H.  ¥JU  ./;/r*  ^.-,.    *     . .  --?  . 

*  iff  Mriknhud  safr  same  1505,  apd  Stow  sub  wpo  1504. 

*  Page  1®.         "     *  ftge  17.  c  1^  $l£ 
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Mint*.  whkh  prated  8  strong  temptation  to  ifaej; 
^pwii.tbe  taiger  jjjeoes  of  tie  standard  Cojns.  »• 
-  Ja  the»|BXey4»F  a  procl»«Mtpn  was  issued,  cm 
^he^Sth s>f.  July,  .which,  began,  with  recitujg  that 
part  of  the  Statu$e>whi*ft  related  te(  the  Cheney,  of 
tfte  Money,  of  the..  Jteajm^.and..  the  CWsr|of.jolfier 
Comrtrjes.  .Jt.tUen.pro^d^;t^s:;)w  r_.<fj  "  ' 
"For,  as  moche  as,;.rt.js  cpmen,tto  me  "nerfyte 


they ,  be  clypped  o^-not  cWpedj jK.mefift wfierftf 
grete  trouble  aocj  XS'MK^'iff^jMJf  ,*■■  !*M  &,.*?!&,  ^rue 
and  well  meaoynge  Bubgjjetet.  in  jPiatynge  andre- 
ceyuynge  oTtheyj^ymeptef.  Wh^rf^e.  anq  iii 
auoydynge.ofauche.  yexacion  of  his  sayd  snngecu?s, 
the  Kynge's  hyghnes,  by  the  good  delioeracion  and 
aduyse  of  the  Lprdes  epuel.l  and  tejiorell,  and  other of 
his  «ounc,eyll  upon  the  sjght  of  the.6ame  Eriglysshe 
grates  a^d  d^bl#-pUckes, all  be s  it  tW'inany  Eng- 
Jb|oiahe  grptes  have  by  y'.  coyners,  b^i  qiysiryfci'n, 
dothe  declare, -,  decre,  and.  adiuge,  all  Englysshe 
grpt»and  dquble-plactes,  bauynge^y*  tymyttcs  or 
iparkes  aa-herafteE  it  is.ra^iressed,  upifo^e'ctypped, 
hut  to.  have  coues  and  to  be  cutraunt  ana  noC  to  be 
refused.  Tbstf  is, to  saye,  euery  Eflgj^snl^rpte 
beyng  syhier  y*  hath  threr poyntes  oTy^,osse!np"le 
on  y*  one  syde,  and  y*  most  p'ie  pfjv^^rypwreliole 
on  V'  other  syde,  to soo  and  be  curraut,  anaT no  wyse  ' 
to  be  refused,  though  the  same  be  not  pfyfety 
prynted  and  coyned.  Frouydet*-  ?h«>.4tw*  this 
pclamacion  be  only  ext?ded  toiweh-gwrtaw^were 
coyned  before  ye  mafcyngeot^  ^a^srH^pfymet, 

VOL.  II.  D%  **'"  '-*  ' 
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and  jt<tt»to  grotea  nw£!  coy  lied  sylfoefe  tHe  makyage 
of;  the»*feyfiL  swte, ;*hkteknwe»  gtf>*e$j  shall  ootbe 
cuniiitttit^nle^  th^  h*w&  *beyrrftili  pcyqt$  on  bothe 
«yde$  ^cooBdypgaito  «tlra  j»ycLeaacte,«  And  aWy* 
euery  double-platke  beynge  syluer  whiche  bath  hip 

&tjpL*K£*Qgmtox#L  4ke  &fte^yde,»o?^^be  ethet 
syde*  to  gQ9/ai^  bftf*Urjt»upVertd  not  to.  be  re* 

U)Tho?Cotnfe  a&abptg  d^i#Mi  wersto  be- taken  fcs 
ti^ypytfhe&iiig'&  Reemvets,  w  tall  *oth*r  person*) 
e»  pain  of  il«prb<Hi«ie»tv  4nd  fine  at  Jbtl  pleaswe* 
Andt  Ahft'CdUis * n^t  i  flftri  ag  *  the.  marks  or ,  Utai&l  re* 
'qcilreflf^^reto^  be  r^ut^da^  clipped  Money,  wd 
neft  i to  g$^  nor  to  be?  current  for  Coin ;  but  to  be 
takae  <in  payment*  on  in  exchange,  for  three  Sh.il* 
imgs  And  two  Pence  ths<<mwe,  at  the  tottta ;  aod  no 
tesrito  be  given ^  after  the  ^tete  of  tfee.ProcUmalion^ 
on. pai^f  forfeiture  of  thesapd  Monty,  **djfliprti* 
»wM3qenty  and  3ne  at*  the  Kiug  snUfHlv  b&nd*eroi*y 
ptitraa  receiving  dipped  Maney  b^  weigkf>rvras  inaT 
mediately^ and  in  thepresenceof  tb^lutt^reftHeEeof, 
tocut51pr.>auee  it  to  be  cut,  asunderr  iPit>gftifl :of$&r* 
feiture  of  all  the  clipped  Money  so  re/peiy^djf  %^d  of 
impr^p%wwe»vt  3»d jfine.at  tbtf  K-ing'*  Wll.     ? o; 

Then,  fol  leufa,  * "  Aadt  oner  tbat  ihesKjftig'jp  hygb- 
t>e$se  Mray tfcly  coniaundetb  tha*  nonfl  of  hifbgajb* 
gectes  presume  to  use  weyghtes  matte  ^f  tftyci^s 
endes,  comynly  called  of  oldetyme  auncell  weyghtes* 
aponpunysrfidAfient  afore  expressed.**  /  ^     , 

*  Orig.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  In  the 
margin  of  thfe  Proclamation  are  given  wood  citfs'o'f  Coins,  war. 
two  Groats  of  Henry  VIU  with  the  open  ^rbwti/  &*A  'the1  °iV!mt 
mark  on  both  sides  the  hound's  head,  of  the  London  Mfat.'  'See 
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In  the  ritft  Collection 

ptfeserteft  itt  tb^  Libi^ty ^of  > tbt?  ^Soc Wty^  tf'itatiqua* 
riear,  *m  fcplmtfrfattfr&itotfy  after  tfefe)  v bttt  <  w  it 
i4wkhoy0^te^I^nd^ffiR>^4d  whiC»yeboit>is  to*  be 

lWftigri«d.'M?:  ":  >'  "^"V?  SSrtVSO    :  -J*  Hik'-^io'KiO    ,1'.: 

or1  Silver,  itl  M<tae^Balttotiy  pfatey^vefrfel,  <or"for 
exchanges,  except  for  the  wages  of  Calais,  ^and 
Ottfera  the*  KingV'  Jbrttetfcfci  beybrtd  rfie«  s^a  ;i  ind 
efctept  by  tb*  P^ai«sy  Lwd^^W  u^%  qjxteiol 
leave  ahd  Iteenie  of  the'Kitig  tmgtrtmate  fexahaqget 
irt  England,  bjf-good  k  w* '  sufficiea  t  'Merfchafattrtft 
p^y  beyond  se&,  the  Merchants  to  be  *sw*m  bob  to 
convey  any  Gold  or  Silver  beyond  the  sea,  Under 
colour  of  Web  exehttrfge.*  This  Proclamation  com* 
manded  further,  t  ha  t  ^ttw  Statutes  of  the  35*  B*l 
ward  III;  5th  Ri^haf d  tic  toid  others  of  tbeTeign*<vf 

Hfeiirie*  IV.~  WftMl  V&stotiid  *a ^  put  iniQd#eflDc€H- 
cutibti;  ahd  that  no  firt«ft  should  itiake&tly  etffchaage 

of  rfcehangs  &f  Maneyfi*  Wpaid  withm >the  *e«tei, 
except  by  the  ^ngv  Reeftse;  but  oftfy^  *ufch  •  tea 'the 

King  shotdd*  depute  thereto,  upon  the'  $>afins*  con- 
tained in  the  aforesaid  Statutes  ^        ■?  i;V»  lorn/' 

1505.  ftibiari  ha*  recbtded;  that  dn  tfee^  25th  of 
Ajfrilj  4tf -Ms^soih  yetfr,-  a  Mx>^y-iT>dk^,:<(H«  bf  the 
Coiners*  or  the  Tower,  w&*  drawn  to  Tyb  tffti, N  and 
there haajspdfV    r-  ^q  ~--. 

•    f  ,'..;■.•••,■  .ivor... .    ■.:>:-'••'  •     .  :* '•:  .»*  :':v:iK>:>    ..;/•■*?. 
Silver  Coins,  Plate  VI,  JN0,2$.  snd,£  Plaque  D- A^ej^t  .^Ch^rjea  • 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  very  nearly  resembling  N°  9  in  Plate  LVtll. 
of  Mr.  Duby'3  first  volume  qf  the  Coins  pf  the  Barons  of  Fiance. 

,«  Orjg.^n  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
.    f  Chronjck  sub  Jty&no..    Holinshed  a?d  Stow  have  copiec|  this 
verbatim*  " 
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*3«8:  Aitfcelatt^end.ofJhklifttheaTarirtof 
Hepry^tip^ears  tofeavtnbeta  «bsi>«t  tamidtaa,  mA 
proateiilfe&l  taite^eajvied  ^tar  jirftk*  cKtroifae  <agc*u% 
arid  eteeastep  fines  ipjpoittli  y/Ope  friaguUrbstajiQe 

Wi  Ga^e^iwbo  ja*«hte  4eitth  yf*r  of  jtbe  Ktfngiwtd 
befen  ptriHtwam  eacrrbkanrt  fise>  iwq*  inourt  [i*,*508] 
proefeeMkhagaiti^j^  Artxiigr^bfafl  fowtofaigeof 

*wm<*j  a*W*to*<i*ii^ario«*c^^ 
thk  atKl  <ttta*  fne^aft  j^3^0Q  was 

4*i<* »  up&v  hito  *  'attdmfonaih*  nrfused  tfrpay  it,  he 
tfafc  sent46thfe  Xtftfwi'where  be  remafaedb  a  pybonsr 
tHl  the  King Vdfedease*.        <    m..  r.,     t 

Henry  died  eta  ttoe#2d  of*  Aprils  A„IX  1&G0*  and 
tefttebtnd  him  greater tticirti  than)  Jmd  e^  be$$ 
aecutrmtated-by  any  precediBg  EngHatt  lMfo«wahK. 
•  Although  tirie  Monarch  toaderoo  ttora&or|ift£fce 
standard  of  the  >Coida>  JieinevArtlw^^n^w^i 
daring  hfo  reign*  several  ^nriatioot  frtomotji&riisi^al 

u£.PagB229v  .     f^t,  v ;•     ,         , 

~'  fe.Lord  Bacon  says  'that  he  left  at  fcs  teathV^W  of 'JHn 
secret  places,  under  his  own  key  and^e^fng/^^WdMndtfd  fas 
bytraflitforfis  re>drt<id)  tkefcutn  ttf  neat  ^1^00,^00  Bterfing, 
a/hwgq  Jaass^f^pney,  even/oQth^fciii^ee,.  [f$ttjP*r>  ft.  330.} 
AwnflW  tq^irfJ^ept  Cflttoiu  be  J^ft  in^Bul^n  four  millions 
and  an  half,  besides  his  plate,  jewels,  and  rich  attire.  [Reasons 
against  Foreign  Wars,  p.  53.  He  took  this  from  a  book  6E 
accounts  between  the  King  and  Edmund  6uole^]L  By  the  Close 
Roll  pf  the  third  year  of  Henry^Vtii. :-&$&liWbk$i&€tiBi,  it 
ireth'that  the  KuW'teftiri  His  cofew  i^,SteW)bO;  raoat 


appeareth  that  the  King 
part  in  foreign  Coin,  Which  Vn  thos#  days  tJfe  not  offcast  value.. 
[Institutes,  part  IV.  cap.  35.  p;  198.]  All  these  jtassages  are 
quoted  by  Dr.  Campbell  in  the  Political  Survey  of  'Britain>  vol. 
II.  p.  469.  note  i. 
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type.  Hte  first placed  mp«nbtkrtttww««if9hed  orown, 
Whh4i»gtebe  ^dt««ta  Oftxtbr/iijch,  ^  ^d^s  upqtl 
roost  of  the  Gandtevouly  fessingie  a*ch  adcfcd;  to.the 
ttki *•  «rowa:  fl0Drk^(  ^whfcbo^pp^mfliqwit^alL  bur 
Moif^fimrthe^^ 

swn$nfe*lr  thete  appear!  J  too  <tttsor  <**ohe^teSid<*£ 
crfeMfeg  an^^TOppwtiagfHh»Mriithe  fmnoipftb  end 
the*ijkfe  ma£  tefoteerrodttin  ^ 
this  King*.    Stata^ 

Great  Se^s^  of  tE^atd)i^j^dvRi^rdiU>vbqt  not 
tfport>Cteat  of  Henry  VLfcr;  Tfoe&wttm  imbrnnw&em 
vpoft  ttoftiMtoAejr **iKihg  fltertry  VJH^  fex^pt  that* 
between  the  flowers  dn  tfae»-  dwknl,  <m>a§ie*tGf  the 
same  height  are  alternately  inserted ;  and^thia  has 
contklaed  t£>W the  farm  df  the  diadem  .to  this  d*y ; 
but  the  niraiber  of  tbt^arcbda  e?er  it,  supporting 
the  ftfttttodf  dbc&ndt  seeka  to  have  been  eonatantly 
liMlited;  a&  thttf  nowtoe?  to  two,  intersecting  ;each 
other  atf  right  tittgle^  till  etiueh  later.  The  crpwjis 
oil  most  of  the  following  Coins  plainly  exhibit  two 
lesser  arches  as  strengthening  the  one  principal  arch 
above  described;  and  such  is  very  distinctly  that 
crown  «o  beautifully  graved  bySiirton,  on  the  Re- 
verse of  GrowweH's  flye-shilling  piece ;  and  a  like 
crown  is  also  represented  as  the  English  imperial 
crown-  fcy  "Sir.  Selden,  in  his  Titles  of  Honour. 

i  \-  -.  '>••"'     r      to    i ■     .       i  ...  j  ,,       ,     .    ,y        _  ,  ,      .. 

.  *  fitti*  infr&M*  ftey  to  be  found  ?  ./{hope  is  no  such  crown 

••  k  Tto  ifr.jJ^.<luite>wreqt.  In  ^ndford  tye  crowns  of  Ed- 
\w^lVtandBJch^  Illrh^ve|our  arches,  one  of  which  passes 
under  tfee  great  arch  *t  j^igfrt  angles.  .  The  s/naller  arches  are 
placed  between  these.  Henry  the  Seventh's  crown,  upon  his 
Great  Seal,  has  only  two  arches. 
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there  seews  to  hfticp  .t^o^rijjcipal  ftodn£*w*JtaMr 

,  By  tbe**o*om^iheG^^ 

he*  distinguished  frpmntfiaaer:  «lithfefpi&k^s9fc:<tf 

the»3aipetiU|0ilft« »  stij    4o  d.'-w.-O    1j   -•;.;■•  >  'i- o  ^ 

.  t.TbisjMeney*****  tot  one. period  geaftridlp ascribed, 
fey  <^r  Engli^b  .Nuiaisnwtirt^  ta  King  Jbfefcrf  VJ* ; 
*^~  /  ^7  b»t  Mth  Koikes  .obsess*  fMMpsidbw-  that  several  &f 
,K^  v/;  ^^^.^y^^mmkfk  wtaipk  *j?e*fpu«d  upon,  it  em  either 
f*~&,  ^^h^dg^^ed  by  King  Henry  VI I>  or  the  supports 
i^Sf  jl~fr*y  pjg  J^  T0j^i  arms,  tbe  weight; ,does  aw?ertaiu  it  fru  te 
>*^xi  t*~*~  j^  beyond  all  doubt*  w  none  of  the  Greats  e&ged 
t^  if  *~^/  ^  weightof:  4$  grains,  which  ie  the  troe  staoderd 
*****  T  weight  of  his  Indenture*"  w  .  This,  howemr,  is 
^i^^^U  1*^W  -.**»  strongly  put*  i for'  .the*  Indenture;  of  the 

4#th<pf  Henry  VI.  after  hit  i^*tqr^iont >giv»  :the 
a3^~2Ul  9WP*  HW8*1*  *  k***  *"*  continuaneeritpfm.  thejtbiww* 

^^£^  t #*#rast< w  .short,  that  it  ip  v&*  probable  I  tfifrlh  ijiuch 

ju4&iu<*.  J4^^yvpwld.fcbep  be  cpined,  «&d  thfere  are  Greats 
/*i  /?  ^V~"*  •  ofc  bis,;  *wgbiiig  only  48  g  Wfw*  whieh  hm^t  o#t*iiie 

^/^  i~c  arcb«jl  crown.  -.  ;    ^*»u>«j: 

"X*.  fa+z* yfa  la  4"s,  :19th  ye*r,.  the  type  of  thfcS&ve*  fioins 
c+*f,<.&+&-^</  wq&  tq^allgr  chapged,  ,  Jlij  portrait  was  Uhm  gweo 

*7+~J*.h»~  *^.on  of  seidens  Works  does  he  refer?  In  that  of  173#,llite 
*^*~  *  *V  CroV^n ^'England  has  only  two  arches,  btrt  that  o<  France  has 
'■f***J-,  A*3€jr*\)Vi0  smaller  ones  similar  to  the  crown  on  the  Great  Seals  of 
fk*-***^  t*  ^dwatd'IV.  atfd  Itichard  III.  referred  to  aboVe.' ;<  Ateordfog  to 

M*h%$  /^^JRjftea?  afttlte  Cruris  noW  in  the  Jewel  Offi^te  nibdern,  the 

.-£*  yc+yvU  ''old  <>n^tovmg;  been  destroyed '  0*  lost  dttKrig  the  Rebellion^ 

/+*^.>l/U.  and  these  only  tnade^ In  remembrance  6f  them,  since  the  tisstot 

^f*--  .Atf* .  /Ration  of  King  Charles  II. 
t.fc.,0.  jn  jaWe  of  Silver  Coins^  p   16 


*.*.\,',  hemly  w.'-  •  '  /  40f 


•      I 


on  thtmHrorpwftle^  ttitho*  dkwm  ^to«pra*ch'  <*ilyi 

other  pictures,)  a  form  in  which  it  had  not  feppeaiml 
«f*m^tbe€rifti$ since  th*te)g?i  bf  JWtig  St^hteia;1  A 
single  ft^<£4ifie  litems*^ 
tressure  upon  the  Obverse  of  the  G&6B&  aftfl)  Hfet£ 
Owiits;  tfae  inner  oirfctaofrthe  Jfo^^ 
tained  the  name^t>f  the  Miflty  *«mi  ^rtkted%ial*d»th* 
ruder  peHets,  which  had  se^on^  occti^i^  th^  ^  Jirtr- 
iersof  the  cross,  tvere  suiteriecfcdfcy  *<tetfc4 freely 
less  barbarous,  an  dtecuttffafcaft1  of *hti  tnfykl  aft#£&^ 
Mounted  by  the  oroiss,    Ort'soime  crf»ffiese€Wrii  he 
added  to  his  ndrtie-  eithet  SfeptitttUs*,  ktt  thfe'BtitiMti 
numerals  VII.  a  practice  whicfti  hid  b(*e& dteu&fd 
ever  *ihW  the  feign  of  RiHg-Hctaty  III.  -bn  Wtfose 
Corns  alone, » <rf -all  6ur  Monslrfch^  -ffbfh  •  thfe  ekrifest 
limes,  numerals,  <fr  atty  other  (RstSnctiAn^P^tt* 
*ind,  had  tfppt&rgd*;    Thi>oinissfc>n*>f;8afch  tfjfon 
tibe  Coins1 6f  thirst  thrfle  EdtoaKls,  ahdilsd'of  fftfe 
Henries  IV.  Vi  ttti  Vfr'htt  WcaSioned  ^fffi6trtti^ 
<afaid*t  rostfjjfcfable,  rd'the  ripprbprifctfotf  of  thfefii1 1^- 
mpective  Coins  to  those  Monarch  s,       *  ^'vk>  c--v  >.<*. 

On  -.Mflteiof: the  ecale&iastieal  'Petome*'  th£  *Kfafj  is 
*ept*sefited  4m  the  thfofte,1  erofwftetfantf'iii  reyfifl 
rbbes,  in  his  right  hand  a  sceptre,  and  in  his  left  a 
glphe.  •  v 

The  type  <$  the  usual  Gold  Money  vyas  continued 

a  In  Plate  H.  of  the  second  part  of  the  Supplement  will  be 
found  a  vety  singular  Penny,  with  lyallbm  nvo  on,  the  Obverse, 
'fhis  Coin  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  Money  of  William 
Hufus,  and,  if  it  can.  be  correctly  appropriated  to  him,  it  affords 
an  attempt  to  mark  the  succession  of  our  Monarcha  of  muck 
.earlier  date  than  that  which  is  inserted  in  the  text  above. 
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Msriy  aarbdbre^  but  bff  B«wtC«in^4h«  Sov«wg«, 
tare  on  the  Obverse  NtlteBMcB^hfoqrtgd  »  rtabr 
upon  his  throne,  froth  rtrbehce  itidei iv ed-  itft  name, 
Und  on  the  Reverse  ^&^o^le  role  t  -  attuske  to  the 
union  of  the  two  Houses  of -Lancaster  and  York, 
with  the  Royal  Armi "m^tte  eetttrt.  t  have  not 
been  able  to  discover^ y^bjt  part  of  his  reign  these 
C»for  wer^rs^g^ 

Jtfprs  datej|ftTh£05A  Y*P>  Jwt  ^ey.^e  p^t  men* 
jyf^iftj^^i^^  seen* 

4*efoi^^^  > 

^  Rp^Hi^  ofr  ^ip  ifp^^e  fpr  Jiayig:  the 
§m^$.£xmc*  &>n% ^$P ^ntr$  of  tjle  Double* 

On  Jbis, S^ver  Monpy iie^s  ^l^d  BtBNKicus  d^ei 

&*M}a  ^x7ANa^i*  etcjra^ci^  to  wtiiqk  is  added 

^ppn  bw  G^id Goips,  po^j^u^  quuHtwjB,  *»  like 

j^ajwtf ,  *s  t  uppn  .  tho^ .  of ,  hip  preitecessors.    The 

Spglfypppxi  &e  (Jreat^iV  was,  not.c^anf^d-    His 

Irish  CfliPis ;^hiqb  jremain  b^n:  tibeiitjje?  ^f  England 

;,a,nd ^  Fraw^  only*  the  Pominip^  in  which  they  ^wero 

jtruck  beipg  unnoticed,    jThqr  are  appropriated  *te 

him*  without  hesitation,  on  account  of  their  exact 

*'>feetiffll*h&  *th*  his  Engtfsh  Moitej^kh ^  open 

a**,--'     -  JL.      i...f-      A.j.j;.      .       ,  .  •  .  '  j  .'    i  .   »  •  it.  >     Vw'iJi.  >.      r  .»*!„»     . 

crown  p.    .     i  .     ,    „  . 

„/?  .'Thf^inmibei;  tojf  J%  M*p&  ^en^,^  J^veeJ»en 

d&.  °  See  &  *P  plate  IV<  N°  Jfo  JB^tb  I^te,  wad  the  ^espjiber  of 
the  Plates  in  the  Antiquaries  ^|tj()jpipf'Fol^^.pf^sflagree 

<iM  WPtytPW  *ft  £?»  ^Jfff^W^i^irt^^  cr0Wn 

,  flpat, Kingdorn,,  he  laid  siege  to.  BullQignep    ,  ,i;  ,.».<.  ,K 
p  See  specimens  of  his  Irish  Money. 
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feSbwinf  appear mpcmflfisfCbiasT^di »    *.?. .-;        .<;. .-,• 
.  CfviTAft  blRWUfc  ^$afftafa;^  ?'^T  ac'-  «o       * 

w- -    pVRJtAM»'J».     . -iiyotJ    ov '   :r'i   :<..    '■-»    • 
CIVITAS  DVBUNIB.  JMjll^  1(r,,/rf    „,,  .  .., 
CIVITAS  EBORACI.        I prk.  , 

civitasl6ndoV;,(  1J2»ndtWI,v'-',a:fc     J  " 

'  In  the third^pl^entit^kter^o^/w^n 
the  representation  W*  mh^of^x^m1^^ 

posed  to  hWe  Wn  strt/ckf,Bf  ^fe^ifcTfess'^'Btir- 
gundy  for  PerkinWar^i^eWfer&i*  -^'In- 
vade tf  hgjancl  in  thenar  U$i  £°  Olfrena^ground 
this 
able 

but  no  evidence  whatever  6f  the  Mirrf  where :  itf  was 
struck,  or  the  Authority*  W  whfch'  it'' wis  Coined. 
The  very  singular  legend  on  the  Reverse,  '-lit  am. 
tekel/phakes.'  may  possibly  have  been'intetfd&T^s 
a  proj)h6tict  threat  to  Henry  ;  but  this  si>ppdsilion 
\i  not'warranted  by  any  known  refcofd,'  'nor  ikJr2nis 
Coinage  mentioned  l>y  any  tlistoriarfbf  th&tp&Ttid. 
If  iV  Were  Really  atft^k  bjr  order  WM  mtH&s 

■  >  • .  *  Fql^es,  3>ble^  p,  J?.  ~ty*  .)w  jm*de{  a  slight  n^s^^in^he 
manner  of  stating  this  date.  Perkin  Warbeck  did  not  actually 
set  out  for  the  invasion  of  England  until  the  following  year, 
1495."  ffe  snouMuhate  said,  •  ihat^he  Coiii  Wai ^MUl4M> 
previously  to  his  intended  descent  on  England  in  1495.  He 
says  it  is  by  niake  ^&h&-  size'-a  Eferich  dross, l-  t^alce^  j>.  186, 
mentions  the  satae*  Supposition'.  '• ' l  **  J  ? ' :  ' 

*  This  date  appears  to  nive  \teek  the*  chief,  if  iiot  tfie  only 
reason  for  the  appropriation.  Wise  says,  *'ejus  [nempe ~Wai<- 
beck]  gratia  nummunb  sequenteni  in  Burguadia  cusum  fuigte 
putant  antiquarii,  propter  Epbeam  inscriptarri."  Num.  Bod- 
Wan.  Cat.  p.  241. 


/* 
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o^Bti^^dy^-it^D«gfail]ibmeBpe«tad'th*tith^i?ose 
woubi  hsvei  bweo  mado  mcae  ttKwwpicwowsVy  prpmv" 
mint  *h»n  it  js  upon  theiCotPjiibmhe  gayetolVtio 
Wfirbe^  lb«  titl«  lof  Uw,White,Ro«  of'Eoglwii*.  t 

■■■'■  ■' '"  ,-'-''-  ■'"  WBs&r'tlii.  r  i.  ■ 

tja  f^ifl0:.  .succeeded  jp  hip  father's  ihrpne,  and,  to 
^g(  immense  .wealtb^l^h'sh,  .  h's  £var,ice  h?0-  acctj- 
i^u,|ajted..w  TThif,  however*  was  in  a  few  years  dissi- 
ited  by  the  jrpdjgalj  e^peiises  of  the  youthful 
qnarch,  .who,  to  supply  his. riot  and  extravagance, 
Jwdjth^n.recflujrseito  the,  most  disgraceful  means  to 
fill  his  powers,.,  and  stands  recorded  with  infamy  as 
the  firs(j,of  pur  $ngusb.J$Qyereigns  who  debased  ,the 
Sterling  fineness  of  the  Coins*.,    p    .  ■    /      , ...  f  : 

_  Ir^  the  beginning  o£  his  reign  the  Mppey.re^em- 
bled-rjiis  father's  in  type,  weight,,  and  allay,  and  is 
now  to  be  distinguished  from  it  only  by  the  K.oniari 
numerals .  viir, ,  beiqg  appareptly  s.truck  from  "die* 
made  with  his  puncheons.  .,     .____ 

It  b,as;,been  supposed  that  he  reduced  the  weight 
of  the.  Cpins. , in  his  first  year,  but  this  is  a  mistake 
founded  upon  an^error  in  Mr.  Lowndes's  valuable 
work,  where  he  has  misplaced  an  Indenture  of  his 
l&th  year  V  ._,..- 

»  Lord  Bacon's  History  of  Henry  VII.  p.  120.  ,...,. 

t  Gerrard  Malynes  say.s>  "thai  he  granted  letters  patents  or 
authorities  to  divers  of  his  nobles  to  make  base  Monies  of  their 
(iw^  plate,  which  did  fall  out  to  be  tbe  greater  prejudice  to  the 
Commonwealth,  and.  to  himself,  but  a  present  shift  for  the  time." 
[Maintenance  of  Free  Trade,  p.  St.]  ;  He  quo.tes  no  aiithutity 
for  this,  and  I  have  not  met  with  tbe  circumstance  elsewhere. 

u  This  error  was  first  noticed  by  Mr,  Folkes  in  his  Tabic  of 
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The  trate^  Itfdeiit*rfe  tfttMfc  y«arwkh -the 
Mbufctjdy,  ft*  ^qte*ng  Wfoftey  of  the  wme  goodnew 
tmd  take  4s  hi*  fathe^i^^tetJ  %  agreaabljrto-  the 
Indeiitui^of  thedth  bflfi&agr  VIL  is  atiH  ttpontht 
Clause  Rolls  x. 

At  an  early  period  ofchi^eigp,  or  about  the  con- 
clusion of  his  father's,  private  Tokens  were  used  to 
supply  the  want  of  silver  Coins.  It  is(  uncertain  at 
what  time  they  first  began  tb  be  struck,  hih  it  should 
seem  that  Erasmus  intended  those  which  were  m&tfe 
of  lead,  when  he  spoke  of  Plutnbeos  Angltaey,  and 
consequently  they  must  have  been  hi  use  either  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  last  reign,  or  in  the  first  thrde 
years  of  this,  when  Erasmus  was  in  England.  v\ 

At  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  likewise,  the  cur- 
rent Coin  of  Ireland  was  so  miserably  clipped  and 
defaced,  and  withal '  so  scarce,  that:  the  Earl  of 
Surrey,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  Kingdom,  wa^ 
obliged  t6  sue  for  his  being  recalled,  for  want  of 
money  and  supplies  from  -  England  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  the  Rebels  z.  \  % 

In  the  Parliament  which  assembled  att  Wdstrifip- 
ster,  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  first  year,  the 
Statute  of  the  17th  of  Edward  IV.  to  prevent!  the 

English  Silver  Coins,  p.  SO.  His  arguments,  with  some  addi- 
tions, will  appear  under  the  year  1526,  where  this  indenture  will 
be  found.  K  ■!>:■-.       ^  Ai  — 

x  Claus.  1 H. ^VlMv  to.  fco; :  Leake  ttas  refer ttd'to fc  tofttectly 
at  page  187.    •  ^  M         • 

y  Sndling's  View  of  the  Copper  Coinage,  p.  £,  quoting  Eraston" 
Adagia,  p.  ISO.  These  leaden  tokens  were -used  in £hghuid  as 
late  as  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century, ' *  9ee  -tBte1  yeats  W91 
and  1613.        - 

•  .  '       * 

*  Simon,  p..32.  •      -     »'   - 
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tttportrfk*  df  CMtf,  BuHitm,  «cc. -(which  feadbeen 
fcffiMhetMtPttte  3%fe***cr*h4  fefe  King,  hnd  enacted 
t6ietm&fotlWkhtfy&iYi;>  tffcttfrtfotiid  hive  ter- 
minated upon  Lady  Day  in  this  year),  was  ordained 
i&>at*ii#  |lo#4ted>  dftctUftUkmi  the' Feast  of  the 
P*ifeatfeWJtel59^ '*i  ^terythirig  therein  <ton- 
trt^»'«R^<'oifJr  fete  p£na%  of  fefcny  in  the 
laid  Statute  limited.  Instead  of  whirch  the  punish- 
ment was  to  be  only  the  ibrfeiiure  of  double  the  value 
of  |t^  Coin,  <fcc,  ?o,  e^pprtedy.,  1  bis  Statute  was.jp 
c*m^u^&^*rotil  the  imh&  Parliament *. .  • 
tti-i5ii^M/|ti  tfea*'Pdriiament  the  Statute  was  again 
tt&h^ed?  tW'todofe  ih  like1  manner  until  thefolloir. 

nay  in ^ndew^^ndint^fameyearcausedOwnfi 
to  be  struct  in  that  Ort^.  Ther*  are  three  kinds  of 
this  Money  still  *xtattt,  all  of  them  Groats.  One 
has  his  arms  on  the  Qbverse^  with  the  Arabic  nu- 
meral 6  afar  bivtiame,  and  the  date  15 13  on  the 
Revered  The  other .  bears  Iris  father^  head  without 
eitttetr  ituti5W*tfJ <&  tftstlnfetitfn,  or  any -date;  but  h 
clearly  belongs  &  tfits  Kin?,  as  Tournay  was  never 

rr.)  Tail  yi^  -    ...   ;,.   -       °*  •  *  •  v    *  . 

in  bis  fiber's  possession.  Upon  the  Reverse  of  the 
former  k  civtTAS  to&nacensis,  and  oa  the  butter 
ci Vita*  9bHN Aeiftf.  In  the  title  France  is  pitreed 
before  Etiglatwf;  The  third  sort  has  bh  the  Ofc 
verse  the  Royal  Arms,  crowned,  between  a  JRsur  de 
Lis  and  a  l^ipn,  with  the  Arabiq  numeral ;  a**A  <m 

*  Statute  1 *J,  VIII,  chap.  13.    JfestaUV  edition,  •  -< 
.   H  Statute  a  H.  VIII.  chap.  I.    RattalL    It  is  rtjmaikabk  tbat 
this  Statute  is  a  copy  verbatim  of  that  made  in  1509r  the  same 
dates  being  retained.  c  Life  by  Lord  Herbert,  p.  40. 
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the^Reverse  i\idouW*  Grop*  $£a  ippgplpr  fom*  mfo 
a  in  the  centre, ,  9p4*  a  I^'om  ^  P^w  ^,1^  rftl*^ 
namely  in  the  quarters,  in&Qri^lr  c;yj*rA&?iiapUGEHt- 

1 5W*  The : .  circuialion  v^  Golte^  liaifp*ic*i 
which,  was  forbidden  by  vsnyms  <  Statutes,  in  Ahf 
reigns  of  Henries  IV.  Vr?  «ffl4  ^t  ^^b^gain.fpo* 
habited  in  this  yearej.~.>f,}      k  h-u,;  -?i-,!f./>>  fv#^ 

4  See  Silver  Coins;  plate  Vltl.  N*  13  and  14.  and  the  Supple- 
ment Eaft  ti.  Rate  XII.  N*  &  *  tfolfnsned  $W^>ofr<Jwink 
account  of  the  fcirramstanW which  <k^ 
struck.  "  At  Terwin  both  he  [i.^hfeEtaperor  Mlxim«iafi]fand 
lu>  people  fpancbed  under  the  Ei^^Ten^n^t  ^n/^re^^pay 
as  stipendiary  soldiers :  whose  wages  the  King  had  a  care  to  pay* 
as  may  appear  by  his  coining  of  Silver  Money,  whereof  war  scar- 
city in'  his  camp,  m  respect  tiftSoM,  Wherewith  flWsokHeVi  were 
weBstondj,  as  oae  doth  veiy  writt  caakBrreport,  feayirig?: f  *  "<»* 

JPro  nfercede  minis!  fuhwi  solvidur^auiUmi-  *?  **,-*   .  < 

Aud militibu?  sw^antfa copja,,toJLjs  : >ti v  .  0 r . . ^  4j . , . , ; 

Tanta  fuit  castris,  ut  rex  cudiase  coactus  \ 

Numratfm  ex  argento  fuent. 

*    •'■       --    .  i  -*;-     m-  ^di.ir>8S^r  "" 

••  "  1519.  John*  Bond,  Mayor,  the  rame  year  Galive  haff- 
ptnyes  were  disahnuTd.?  [MS^Ann^  of)X^t^^,  ^mHft^lr 
cated  by  Mr.  Sharp.]  Jt  is  remarfcUe;  that,,  nearly  ^pnej  hun- 
dred years  before,  this  period,  the  same  Coins  were  put  down  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  no  notice  of  Chelf  drctrla\ir^ 
during  that  long  interval,  ha*  yet  occurred.  Whether  this  were 
Occasioned  by  ^thw  feting  withdrawn  |for  a  time,  ^r,  t«>  any^  y^er 
cause,  Jam  iniable/tadeteniu^ei.  Ttlpj(*eeza,  bcmey^p  have 
circulatedyfreely  in  other  Countries,  about  }h|s  tiine,  a^  appears 
from  the  following  curious  extract,  (kindly  communicated'  by 
Ut.  Brftton,^fit)tt  <*Th^4^%f5ti^0f  Sir  RycbtodtfW&fi± 
ton,  person  of  Mulberton,  in  Norfolke,"  who  left  Rye  in  Eng* 
landfor  Jeri^ftlenion^e^thday^Mafc^  lfe4f.  •- --■  * 

"Stmdajr  4te  xix  day"of-July  we  eattn  att  to  ftdunte-Gyen  to 
masse,  whyche  w£s  sfcrtg  ther  rjght  deVdwtiy.    Anff  tfiatroe  they 


^ 
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.  *  i*5  9 Li  ilWft  years  after .this,  the  Coins  >  **£e  sk) 
flinch  dipped,  it  bait  ^considerable  f  losses  were  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  their  lightness;*.  Amongst 
other '  entries  tu>  that  effect  ib  the  aocbnotr  of  a 
pariah  ia >  [Lincolnshire,  ({here  is  ione  <of ;eleven  SfciU 
Jra^iandifctur  Ptaofitibatfifig  been  tlost  by  the  j&x* 
ehangB  otf^bttnMavksiosiiytof  the, mfist'M&autfM  At 
gift  6f  clipped  Groats  As  also  entered  under  thttjwmd 

1&32.  iThis  deficiericy  in  the  weight  of  th&cut* 
rentJM*ney,  it  is  probable,  occasioned  the  issuing 
jfrfibPrrtbattiioi*  kr  his  1 4th  year  to  determine  th^ 
isfe)  aftdpvafate  lot  "which  certain  Coins,  ncrt 'being 
clipped;  vtet&  t6  be  correiit  in  all  maimer  of  paj^i 
maris* jchdnge,  and  re-change,  in  England;  Ireland", 
Wales,  and*  Calais.  That  i^  every  Ducat  large  of 
Gold  at  fo  tor  Shillings  and  six  Pence  sterling.  Every 

Grown  qf  Gold,  not  SoleiH,  ttctf  clipped^  at  four 
Shillings  sterling.  And  all  manner  of  Groats,  Half 
Groatsyand  Pende,  of  the  King's  Coin,  and  all  other 
Gipa*f,  and;  Half  Groats,  not  being  the  King's  Cttti, 
tavtagucmttaa,?.  and  being  current  within  bis  reaiw^ 
not  dipped frarf  fully  brdken,  albeit  they  should  be 
much  dfaeked;4  to  be  taken,  and  received,  and  paid; 
\hnoiigbdut  > the  realm,  without  any  manner  refusal 
or  denial.  Apd,  all  Mayors  &c,  were .  commwded 
to  .p^t.jn,  ward  4*11;  persons,  of  what  estate j  degree^ 
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del)  v'^d  to  ey'y,  pyjgrynae  *  cand\  11  of  wax  bfennyngfr  ifrJiyfr 
hoode  aUtbe;  jna*se  tyvie,  .for  which  isndyll  they-  pe^eyvyd  af 
CT'ypylgrym  *~gale  *>h.M. 
,  '  Archaeology,  rvoLX.  pp.  9&>  97.  :" 

g  Th^t  is*  nut  French  £ro*vns  of*  the  Sun,  called  Crowns  cte 
•SoleU.,    » -  -v    .  .  ! 
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or  condition  soevttr,  who  sh^ldarefuse**he  said  Mo- 
nies, there  ^o>rerB*iha,>tod3.to  i*e*putagfc|ei*  all  the 
Kinds' pteasar©^/''   '.  inrit  :o:^.{i'.'ri%w  m  o<vw/ 

152$j*  In  his  15th  yeri  thefiParlianraM  met  ftt 
London  on  the  &>thr  of^lprHy  laodconiihe^ligt  of 
Jtilvy ♦  iki  the  same  year^  adj^pneK^ltoiiWeiitimi^ter* 
Ih  the  cmii^e^of  thatrSetobns  it^as^entedeAy  thataH 
CJoanew  i  who  should  .  make  -Money*  utnqriy  JMtefe 
within  the  realm  of  England  should  make  of  every 
hundred  Sound*  worth;  of  Gold  twenty  Potamds  in 
Half-Angel sv  com  monlyjhiil^  ^Pieces .  of n{l$d  of 
forty  Pence ;  and  >  of  every  hundred)  i  Pwufctej  Worth 
of  Silver  as  many  Groats  a&  :$h©uld  smvnnbitQ  fifty 
Founds  sterling;  twentyPouods  in  Hai&Grodtes  \m 
Maris,  in  Halfpennies,  andi five  Marks  iniFarthiJigsh 
And  wlienewer  any  Coiners}  in  any  Mint  within 
the  realm,  should  do  the  contrary,  the  Matter  rand 
Keeper  of  t£iat  Mint,  for;  thei  time  being,  should 
forfeit  ten  Pounds.    .  •   :,  ..•?■  ; ",/„ .  *  m\\ i....:r 

And  whereas  the  Fartbtngs^  and  Halfpennies;  wer£ 
struck  witte  one  Coin,  so  that  the  cob  man  people 
many  times  took  the -Fartbiogs  for  HeWpennier,iit 
was  ordained  that  the  Farthings  to  be  made,  from 
that  time,  should  have.on< oi>e  side  a  pterteulbs^  and 
xm  the  c^her  a  rose.with  a  cross,  upon  the  iHe^3J*m&. 

h  MS.  in 'the  Library  of  the ?  Society  "of  Antiquaries,  dated 
IVfaySSth  H  H.  Vllf.  a* [Canterbury,  ^d^ecterftothe^of," 
&c.  of  London.  Another,  likewise  in  MS.  is  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum, V,  17. "'ft  is  dated  at  Westminister . upon  the  iamb  day, 
and  is  directed  to  the  Mayor,  &c.  of  the  City  Of  C^ichesWr. l  ' 

i  It  is  obseryable,  that  Pennies  are  ribt  mentioned;  Lofd 
Herbert  says,  that  "  though' X  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject 
to  have  so  much  of  the  smallest  sort  of  Coins/  yet,  by  reason  of 
their  littleness,  it  is  all  worn  out."     [Life  of  Henry  VIII.  p.  137  J 

k  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  Farthing  is  in  the  cabinet  of 
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-  Afeo,  that  aH  persons  who  should  bring  Plate  or 
Bullion  td  be  coiied  at  the  said  Mint,  under  the 
value  abovesaid,  should  receive  the  tenth  part  of  the 
said  Plate  or  Bullion  in  halfpennies  or  Farthings. 
It  was  farther  declared  that  the  Act  should  Hot  be 
prejudkftal  to  tf&e  Cottiers  and  Mint-masters  df 
lYork,  Durham,  and  43aiited&ury,  for  any  Monej- 
*o  be  coittett  there,  btfaef-  than  aforetime  had  teen 
accuBttiinea. 

The  Act  was  to  take  efiect  at  the  Feast  of  St  Mi- 
shad  the  Archangel  next  following,  and  not  before1. 

In  this  Pbtfiament  Wotsey  stated  the  estimate  for 
the  espenaes  of  the  projected  war  against  France  to 
be  ^£.800,000,  and  required  that  sum  to  be  raised 
by  the  fifth  of  every  mail's  goods  and  lands,  to  be 
,jnrid  in  font  years.  In  the  debate  which  this  occa- 
sioned it  was  said,  that  this  sum,  together  with  two 
Shillings  in  the  Bound,;  which  the  King  had  already 
got  by  way  of  loan,  would  come  to  ^£.1  ,£00,006, 
which  could  not  be  had,  in  Coin,  in  the  whole  king- 
dom;  and  if  all  the  Coin  in  the  kingdom  should 
come  in  to  the  King's  tends,  how  should  men  live"? 

159S-  In  his  17th  year  was  issued  a  new  Procla- 
mation for  the  valuation  of  Coins,  which  differed 
very  materially  from  that  of  1522.  It  ordained  that 
the  following  Coins  should  be  current  at  these  rates: 
Every  Ducat  large  of  Gold,  of  weight,  at  four  Shit- 

the  Rev.  J.  W.  Martin,  B^ctor  of  Keston,  in,  Kent,  who  lias 
obligingly  permitted  it  to  be  engxaven  for  this  Work.  See  .the 
Supplement,  Part  IT. 

l  Statute  14  and  15  H.  VIII.  chap.  12.  Rot.  Pari.  14  and  15 
H.  VIII.  b.  26. 

»  Parliamentary  Hist.  vol.  III.  pp.  29.  31.  See  also  Lord 
Herbert's  Lafe  of  Henry  VIII.  p.  134. 
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lings  and  six.  Pence.  Every  Crown  Soleil,  named 
Crown  of  the  Sua,,  of  ^weighvfour  Shillings  ,-and. 
four  Pence.  AMl$iKry,GwWsp£&°W»M'Wisfrt° 
not  Solejl,  at  four.  Shjyjqgt,,  Jfofp  WPSbftf %*£ 
Gold  named  a  Carolufc,,  k^^ww^t|uiffrW-&i»1'- 
lings  and  .ten.fienqe,,.  Ejfejfjj;  yiefi* <£  ^Wfti^pW, 
named  a  FlDrin^.keepjnfeuje^hti^t  jh^^illiRgs 
and  three  pence..,  Eve^,pie^lpf,^asj|.%)df,5jf,Jka8 
quantity,  named  also  a  Florin*  keeping  weigb^a^  two 
Shillings  and  one  P#nay.,.,[fTl^nJ^ulft^n^J,Of  jtjie 
Silver  Money  were  the,rs^^4^(1  t^^.jn3^J^jQc)ar, 
matipp  of  Ja2^.wiU)  fye _, ^^tJSftSttfflP Jfe- .fif" 
forcing t>Wedie.nqe\..,  ^  ..,„^r.  „£  -.„  5tWM[S}^.,: 
(  This  Proclamatipw^^jfja^  ofl^he^di^  *u^ 
and  on  the.  Sty,  of  ^h^  sji^e^jnj^th ,  vth^^ajPof 
Shrewsbury,,  ,$5^$;, W-t Wt  ,P*^I?^4ujSW|.  ftfc; 
Treasure?  apd  Compiler,  ^j^sa^e^^verc  com- 
manded to.^nbli,^  it  in  eyqry.  place'.wfyert-  the  liing 
should  pass  and  r^pj^.wUJjm^is.r^aJai.,  with,  tiijs 
addition:  after. Jhe  va,juaJio!n>iof  the  Croons  Soleil, 
it  follows,. '._", and, other  .Crowds  eanaed,..Porpyngs^ 
and  all  other  .Crowns  being.,  of,  like  ;  ^e,nejs^,o.f" 
wejght^as  the  Crowns  of^  (jhe^S^be^  at.-four^Bp- 
lings  and  four.  Pence  sterling."*  ,-,  „  ;j,  ^,,.' 
On. the  1st  of -October  in  this.yea^ .a^o^rjt'pi- 
clamation  was  issued^  which  commanded  tiukJsp. 
one  should  refuse  to  take  in_  paymentpaoy,Co/ns_jJ  : 
such  values  as  were  expressed  in  the  Statute  made 
in-hiiT5thyW:  ThiftPrc^^atftotffetat&i^lflBfirf 
the  Parliament  hoJden'at-Londori'  drl'.  thS^^p; 

■    ■       '■-",'  /'    ':     "re   -*.  »'  ■*■'  .     i,m->  ".  siif »«*?*■ 
11  MS  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  ofjV/it  iq  warns. 

•  w.ibid,       „  „.  ..  .„,  ,„.  ..,.  _,.„„::":Br 
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of  April,  in  the  15th  of  the  King,  it  was  enacted 
that  all  manner  of  Coins  should  go  and  be  currant 
throughout  the  realm,  unto  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  last  past,  as  in  an  Act  thereupon 
made  more  plainly  appeareth.'  * 

Although  this  Statute  is  so  particularly  referred 
to,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  our  Statute  Books, 
nor  upon  the. Parliament  Rolls.  The  only  Statute 
of  that  year,  relating  to  Money,  is  given  above,  but 
in  that  no  valuation  of  the  Coins  appears. 

1526.     A  Writ  was  issued  to  Thomas,  Cardinal 
Archbishop  of  York,  Legate  de  Latere  of  the  See 
Apostolique,  Primate  of  England,  atod  Chancellor 
of  the  same,  on  the  24th  of  July,  A.  D.  1526, 
commanding  him  to  carry  into  effect  the  King's 
design  of  reducing  his  Money  to  the  standard  of 
foreign  Coins,  and  to  determine  the  rate,  value, 
fineness,  lay,  standard,  and  print,  as  by  him  and  the 
.  Council  should  be  thought  requisite.     This  was  be- 
come necessary  because  the  King  had  made  requisi- 
tion to  several  foreign  Princes   for  reformation  of 
their  Coins,  but  without  effect;  and  in  fact  they 
were  become  worse  instead  of  better.    The  Writ 
was  to  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  said  Cardinal. 
At  the  same  time  a  Warrant  passed  the  Great  Seal, 
to  the  Master,  Warden,  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Mint,   which  recited  the  above,    and  commanded 
them  to  carry  into  execution  the  determination  of 
the  Cardinal, and  the  Council,  as  well  in  fineness, 
value,   and  goodness,  as  in   standard,    print,  and 
fashion.     The  Warrant  to  be  a  sufficient  authority 

P  MS  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
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and  discharge,  any  Act,  Statute,  Law,  Ordinance,  or 
other  thing  to*  the  contrary  notwithstanding  v  ■ 

The  reason  for  this  alteration  of  the  Standard  is 
fully  stated  in  a  Proclamation  of  the  22d  of  August 
following;  from  which  it  appears,  thdt  the  priee  of 
Gold  in  Flanders  and  France  was  rated  so  high,  that 
all  the  Coins  of  the  realm  were  transported  thither, 
by  Merchants  both  deniztens  and  aliens,  on  account 
of  the  great  profit  to   be    made  -thereby .     That 
although  the  King  had  commanded'  the  Statutes  in 
that  case  made  to  be  put  in  execution,  yet  neverthe- 
less the  Money  was  still  secretly  exported.     And 
whereas  the  King  had  required,  by  his  Ambassa- 
dors, that  his  Coins  should  not  be  permitted  to  be 
current  there  at  so  high  a  rate,  yet,  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  Gold  in  those  parts,  no  remedy  could 
be  obtained.     Therefore,  that  the  Gold  and  Coia 
might  remain,  and  be  plenteously  brought  into  the 
realm,  it  was  necessary  that  all  Gold  then  current 
within  the  realm  should  be  made  of  like  price  as  it 
was  valued  at  in  foreign  countries.     It  was  accord- 
ingly ordained,  that  all  persons   should  in  future 
receive  the  Crown  of.  Gold  of  the  Sun,  and  all  other 
Crowns  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness,  for  four 
ShilUngs  and  six  Pence  sterling,  being  of  full  weight, 
&c.     And  whereas  the  Crown  of  the  Sun  was  a 
strange  Coin,   the  King,   with  the  advice  of  his 
Council,  thought  fit  that  there  should  be  a  piece  of 
Gold  of  his  own  Coin  of  the.  like  fineness,  weight, 
and  goodness  as  the  said  Crown  of  the  Sun,  to  be 
called  the  Crown  of  the  Rose,  arid  to  be  current  in 
like  manner  for  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

q  Pat.  18  H.  VIII.  m.  27.  dors. 
E  E  2 
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The  single  Ducat  large  of  fine  Gold,  and  due 
weight,  at  (pur  Shillings,  and  eight  Pence  sterling, 
and  the  double  Duca^  in  proportion.  And  every 
person  who  should  bring  Gold  to  the  Mint,  of  the 
fineness  of  the  Sovereign,  should  receive  for  it  at 
the  rate  of  forty-four  Shillings  the  op  nee, 

At  which  rate  the  following  Coins  were  to  he 
current  at  these  several  valyesr  viz.  > 
The  Sqver^ign  at  $2$.     , 
Rial)  at  l  is. 
Noble  at  7*.  4d. 
• ' :  .  Forty.  Penny  piece  at  3*.  8d. 

Frona  the  enforcing  of  these  provisions  it  was  sup- 
posed th^t  |he  Coins  then  within  the  Realm  would 
be  kejrt  there,  and  those  which  had  been  exported 
•would  be  brought  back. 

■}■•  Ths.SU ver  Coins  were  commanded  to  be  received 
'at  the. value  which  had  been  affixed  to  them,  in  the 
Proclamation  of  the  22d  of  May  1 522  *. 
.    These  provisions  being  found  insufficient  to  check 
the  exportation  of  the.  Money  (which  on, 'the  con- 

r  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  Hall  aafys, 
"  In  this  season  the  Angel  Noble  was  just  the  sixth  part  of  an 
oii nee  troy,  so  that  six  Angels  were  just  an  ounce*  which  was 
fort^  Shillings  sterling,  and  the  Angel  wa*  worth  two  ounces  of 
Sihf r,#  so,  ^hat  six  Angels  were  twelve; ounces,  which  was  but 
fqrty. Shillings  in  Silver ;  but  in  Flanders,  Braband,  and  Zealand, 
the  Angel  was  worth  seven  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  so  that 
Merchants  daily"  carried  oVer  much  Money  to  tlfe  great  nin'- 
derance  of  the*  merchandise  of  this  realm,  for  most  men  carried 
Gold,  and  when  it  wa^  there,  it  wan  Iqsa  in  every  Noble  eight 
Pence  to  bring  it  hither  again ;  and  when  the  Englishmen  spake 
to  the  rulers  there,  to  leave  the  enhancing  of  the  King's  Coin, 
they  laughed  them  to  scorn/'  [Chronicle  sub  anno^]  T*his  ac- 
count is  copied  verbatim  by  Grafton  aad  ttoifnshied. 
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trary  rather  encreased)  it  became  nieess&y  to  put  an 
additional  value  upon  the  Coins  then  current,  which 
was  accordingly  done  by  Ptotelslnrtitton*  uptav  the 
fifth  of  November  foil  Wing,  tyheii  they  were  •com- 
manded to  be  tafceh  at  th^ollbwingrdtes  : 

The  SoveVe%n  at fkki. tid.'  ■  ■  ■  >   "    *  - 
Royal  ll*.'3'£  f1       r>    ' »  "' 
The  Half  and  Quarter  irt  proportion. 
Angel  Noble  fi:W/    "J 
Half  Angel  &;  &d. 

The  Crown  of  Gold  of  the  Sun,  of  due  weight 
and  fineness,  and  all  other  Crowns  ol*  the  like  weight 
and  fineness,  not  notably  broken,  were  to  continue 
to  be  current  for  four  Shillings  and  six  Penci.    J 

And  to  the  intent  that  theri  might  be  a  sufficiency 
of  Coins  for  receipts  and  payrtifctits,  it  was  ordained, 
that  besides  the  Angel  Noble  thu^  enhahcedln  vklue, 
there  should  be  made  another  Noble,  t&  be  called 
the  George  Noble,  of  as  fihe  Gold  is  the  Angela  bot 
wanting  in  weight  ten  Pence  Sterling,  to  bfc  current 
at  six  Shillings  and  eight  Petoce,  the1  old  vafae  of  the 
AngeK  Also  an  Half  George  Noble  of  proportionate 
value. 

And  whereas  the  Crowns  of  the  Sun,  &c;  not 
being  aliquot  parts  of  a  Pound,  were  ^convenient 
for  calculation,  it  was  ordained  that  another  Crown 
should  be  made,  to  be  called  the  Crown  of  the 
Double  Rose,  so  much  in  weight  above  the  Crown 
of  the  Sun  as  to  be  current  fop  five  Shillings)  and 
also  its  half  for  two  "Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

And  to  make  the  Silver  Coins  correspondent  with 
the  Gold,  it  was  ordained,  that  those  already  cur- 
rent shouldcontinue  at  the. same  rate;  that  twenty 
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Groats  of  such  Goins  should  be  -current  for  the 
George  Noble,  as  they  were  heretofore  for  the 
Angel ;  and  fifteen  for  the  Crown  of  the  Double  Rose. 

*  Also,  that  new  Coins  of  Silver  should  be  made, 
sterling  like  the  others,  but  differing  in  weight,  cor- 
respondent to  the  Gold,  so  that  every  ounce  troy 
of  Bullion  should  make  eleven  Groats  and  one  Penny, 
of  which. .  th&'  Merchant  should  pay  for  coinage 
one  Fenny,  and  so.  ifeceive,  either  at  the  Mint,  or1 
at  the  Exchange,  (after  it  should  be  molten)  clearly 
three  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  in  Money  current. 
But  if  any  person  having  white  Money  of  the  for- 
mer Coins  of  the  Realm,  should  think  the  same  of 
more  value  than  after  the  rate  of  the  said  new  Money 
which  was  intended  to  be  struck,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  him,  at  his  pleasure  and  liberty,,  to  bring  it 
unto  the*  King's  Mint  or  Exchange,  where  he 
should  receive  for  every  ounce  of  the  same  Groats 
or  other.  Money  of  the  Realm  (after  the  same  should 
have.. been  molten)  eleven  Groats  over  and  above 
the  odd  Penny  deducted  for  the  coinage  thereof,  as 
aforesaid:  And  in  like  manner  for  all  Bullion  of 
Silver  of  the  fineness  of  sterling ;  and  if  it  should 
be  better  than  sterling,  then  to  receive  according  to 
the  fimoras  thereof. 

:  ThcCarolus  Placks  of  the  old  Coin  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  not  being  in  fineness  equal  to  sterling 
by  twenty  Pence  in  the  pound  troy,  it  was  ordained, 
that  they,  not  being  clipped  nor  notably  broken, 
should  still  be  current  at  four  Pence  sterling,  but 
ail  persons  who  should  think  it  more. advantageous 
to  convert  them  into  the  new  Coin,  might  do  so, 
and  should  receive  for  e#ery  pound  troy,  when 
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molten,  forty-three  Shillings  and  foil*  Pdncej  de- 
ducting from  the  same  for  the  coinage  of  every 
ounce  troy  one  Penny  sterling.  And  whereas  here- 
tofore every  person  who  brought  Bullion  to  the 
King's  Mint  to  be  coined,  paid  two  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  for  the  coinage  of  every  pound  Tower  • 
weight,  which  differed  from  the  pound  troy  three 
quarters  of  an  ounce  in  the  pound  weight :  it  waa  * 
determined  that  the  pound  Towe*  should  be  no 
more  used,  but  that  ail  Gold  and  Silver  should  be 
weighed  by  the  pound  troy,  being  of  twelve  ounces, 
and  heavier  than  the  Tower  pound  by  three  quar- 
ters of  ah  ounce. 

In  Consequence  of  this  regulation,  there  were  to 
be  paid  for  the  Coinage  of  every  pound  troy,  of 
fine  Gold,  two  Shillings  and  nine  Pence ;  and  for 
the  Coinage  of  every  pound  of  Gold  into  Crowns  of 
the  Double  Rose,  &c.  three  Shillings  sterling. 

And  on  account  of  the  various  weights  and  fine-  . 
ness  of  the  Ducats,  it  was  ordained  that  they  should 
not  be  current  at  any  fixed  value,  but  as  the  payer 
and  receiver  should  agree,  And  in  like  manner  all 
other  foreign  Coins  of  Gold  and  Silver  not  men- 
tioned above. 

But  all  persons  who  should  think  it  advantageous 
to  bring  them  to  the  Mint  to  be  coined,  or  to 
receive  other  Money  for  them,  might  do  so,  on 
paying  for  the  Coinage  as  above. 

All  Ordinances,  &c.  -whiph  were  contrary  to  these 
provisions  were  annulled,  and  every  person  was 
forbidden  to  raise  the  price  of  any  wares,  &c.  (under 
the  colour  of  the  Money  being  enhanced,)  except 
only  Bullion  of  Silver  and  Gold,  to  the  rates  above- 
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mentioned.  Sq  that  no.  man  should  lose,  by  the 
enhancing  of  the  Coins,  but  that  the  same,  with  «H 
others  which  were  newly  to  be  made,  should  be  as 
much  in  value  to^the  receiver  thereof,  for  any 
wares,  &c.  as  ,  the .  Coins  were  accustomed  to  be 
heretofore. 

And  to  prevent  doubts  respecting  the  rate  at 
which  Money  formerly,  due  to  the  King,  or  to  any 
of  his  subjects,  should  be  paid>  it  was  ordained,  that 
the  arrears  then  in  hand  should  be  paid  after  such 
rate  as  the  Money  was  at  that  time  made  current  by 
Proclamation ;  but  that  whatever  part  had  been  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Bailiffs,  Collectors,  &c.  before 
the  date  of  the  Proclamation,  should  be  paid  by 
them  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  received  it 

All  sums  that  had  become  due  to  the  King,  or  to 
any  other  person,  between  the  date  of  the  last  Pro- 
clamation of  Coins,  on  the  22d  of  August,  dud  the 
5th  of  November,  in  this  year,  were  to  be  paid  at 
such  rate  as  the  Coins  were  made  current  by  that 
Proclamation.  And  all  Monies  that  were  due  before 
the  said  22d  of  August,  were  to  be  paid  at  the  rate 
that  Coins  of  Gold  and  Silver  were  current » before 
the  issuing  of  the  Proclamation  of  that  date. 

All  Receivers,  &c.  who  since,  and  before,  that 
Proclamation,  had  received  Money  at  the  rate  it 
was  current  at  »the  time  of  receipt,  and  who  still 
held  it, in, their  hands,  intending  to  take  advantage 
of  the  provisipns  at  this  time  made,  were  to  pay  it 
in  according  to  the  rate  at  which.they  had  received  it. 

All  Mayors,  &c.  were  commanded  to  arrest 
such '  persons  as  should  refuse  to  obey  these  Ordi- 
nances, and  to  commit  them  to  prison,  there  to 


HftNfcr  vhi.  425 

remain  without  bai!  or1  faaihjp/fee,'  until  the  King's 
pleasnne  should  be  khowfr'.  ;    !         "•''  '!  " 

This  is  the  fiteC  n6tifc!  ^rhich  *  is  extant  oJF  an 
enhancement  of  the  Money  ?n  thifc  rUgti,  and  it  is 
therefore  highly  probate  that  *  Lowndes  was  mis- 
taken in  the  appropriation  of  the  Indenture  which 
he  has  placed  in  the  first  ye&r  of  this*  Mdnarch,  and 
that  for  the  following  reasons  it  ought  td!be  placed 
in  this  his  eighteenth  year.       ( 

In  the  first  place  the  George  Noble,  and  the1 
Crown  of  the  Double  Rote,  w6re  first  ordained  to 
be  made  by  the  Proclamation  just  now  recited  or 
the  5th  of  November  in  this  year,  as  were  also  the 
Silver  Coins  of  the  weight  specified  in  that  Indenture. 

Secondly,  the  pound  troy  was  first  introduced  into 
the  Mint,  and  the  use  of  the  pound  Tower  abolished, 
by  the  same  Proclamation.  '  h 

Thirdly,  the  Lord  Mountjoy,  (and  not  Ralph 
Rowlet  and  Martin  Bowes,)  was  Master  of  the 
Mint  in  the  first  year  of  this  reign,  and  for  ten  years 
afterward1. 

And  lastly,  an  Indenture  of  that  year  with  the* 
Lord  Mountjoy  is  still  extant  on  the  Rolls  tt. 

From  these  considerations,  I  have  removed  this 
Indenture  to  the  present  year. 

By  its  provisions  the  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver 
was  thus  reduced  in  weight : 

A  pound  troy  of  Gold  of  the  old  standard  was  to 
be  coined  into  twenty-seven  Pounds  by  tale;  that 
is,  into  twenty-four  Sovereigns,  at  twenty-two  Shil- 

*  Proclamation,  Nov.  5, 18  H.  VIII.  in  the  Library  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries. 
t  Mint  Accounts  in  the  Exchequer.    u  Claus.  I  Hf.  VIII.  m.  $0. 
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lings  and  sii  Pence  a  piece,  or  forty-eight  Rialls  at 
eleven  Shillings  and  three  Pence  each,  or  seventy- 
two  Angels,  at  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  a  piece, 
or  eighty-one  George  Nobles,  at  six  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence  each,  or  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
Half-Angels,  at  three  Shillings  and  nine  Pence 
each,  or  one  hundred  sixty  and  two  forty  Penny 
pieces,  at  three  Shillings  and  four  Pence  a  piece. 

A  pound  weight  troy  of  Gold,  of  the  fineness  of 
twenty-two  carats  only,  was  to  be  coined  into  one 
hundred  Crowns  and  an  half  of  the  Double  Rose,  or 
two  hundred  and  one  Half-Crowns,  making  by  tale 
twenty-five  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

A  pound  weight  troy  of  Silver  of  the  old  sterling 
was  coined  into  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  Groats, 
or  two  hundred  and  seventy  Half-Groats,  or  a  pro- 
portional number  of  Sterlings,  Halfpennies,  or  Far- 
things ;  and  so  every  pound  weight  made  forty-five 
Shillings  by  talew. 

1529.     In  this  year  Cardinal  Wolsey  was  dis- 

*  Lowndes,  p.  41.  Vaughan  has,  by  mistake,  fixed  this 
alteration  of  the  Money  to  his  22d  year,  and  says,  that  "it 
brought  in  great  confusions  among  the  values  of  Money,  which 
together  with  the  excessive  quantities  of  Gold  and  Silver  which 
about  these  times  began  to  be  brought  into  Christendom  out  of 
the  West  Indies,  were  the  occasion  that  the  Statutes  of  labourers 
and  servants  were  no  further  observed,  because  the  prices  of  all 
things  being  much  enhaunced,  labourers  and  servants  could  not 
live  upon  their  hire  and  wages  ordained  by  the  Statute."  [Dis- 
course of  Coin  and  Coinage,  p.  US.]  He  attempts  to  prove  this 
from  the  preamble  to  the  Statute  of  the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  which 
is  the  first  Statute  respecting  wages  after  the  6th  H.  VIII.  [Id. 
p.  113.]  But  he  has  mistaken  the  meaning  of  that  preamble, 
which  refers  only  to  the  time  then  present,  and  not  to  any 
former  period. 
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graced,  and  certain  articles  were  exhibited  against 
him,  the  40th  of  which  ran  thus :  "  Also  the  said 
Lord  Cardinal,  of  his  further  pompous  and  pre* 
sumptuous  mind,  hath  enterprised  to  join  and  im- 
print the  Cardinal's  Hat  under  your  Arms  in  your 
Coin  of  Groats,  made  at  your  City  of  York,  which 
like  deed  hath  not  yet  been  seen  to  have  been  done 
by  any  subject  within  your  Realm  before  this 
time," x  r 

This  article  is  so  worded,  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
ascertain  precisely  the  nature  of  the  crime  intended 
by  it.  At  first  sight,  it  appears  that  the  offence 
consisted  in  placing  the  Cardinal's  Hat  upon  the 
Money  J ;  but  this  could  not  have  been  the  case,  as 
the  smaller  Coins,  upon  which  it  was  also  impressed, 
are  not  noticed.  His  fault  seems  to  have  been  the 
presuming  to  strike  larger  Coins  than  his  predeces- 
sors had  done,  and  the  daring  to  mark  them  as  his 
own  Coinage  by  the  stamp  of  the  Cardinal's  Hat ; 
for  he  is,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  the 
only  Prelate  who  ventured  to  issue  Groats  from  his 
Mint.  This,  however,  could  not  be  wrested  into 
an  offence  against  any  existing  Law,  nor  could  his 
enemies,,  even  though  he  was  disgraced,  fix  the 
crime  of  treason  upon  him  from  any  of  the  articles 
which  were  brought  against  him  *. 

*  Lord  Herbert's  Life  of  Henry  VIII.  p.  300. 

y  So  in  Shakespeare's  play  of  Henry  VIII.  act  III,  «c  2. 

"  That,  out  of  mere  ambition,  you  have  caus*d 
Your  holy  hat  to  be  stampt  on  the  King's  Coin." 

*  Lord  Herbert  says  that  Thomas  Cromwell  so  wittily  defended 
his  master,  in  the  lower  House,  that  no  treason  could  be  laid  to 
his  charge.     P.  302. 
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The  earliest  com plaint*  6tfih£  depreciation  of  the 
Money  which  fhave  met  wttli  occurs  about  this 
time.    The  Author  says, '^ Brit  Vet  Here  ye  must 
note  that  xli.  in  thos^d^&'R?.  41  temp:  R.  II.]  was 
better  than  kW  is  at  this  prefceiit  <&y,   which  is 
nowe  ftie  xxli'yete'df Ry^ge'Hehry  the  "VW.  for 
aVtTiose  dayes  v'Grotes  triads  an  bnnt'e,  afid-toottfe 
at  this  day  xi  Grotes  maketh  aft  ounce."  * 
"    1'd30.     Simon  observes,  that  **  Notwithstanding 
the  great  scarcity  and  want  of  Mont^y  in  Ireland,  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  was  struck  in  that  king- 
dom before  the  year  1530,  the  21st  of  his  reign, 
when  he  coined  new  Groats,  and  perhaps  Twopenny 
Pieces  and  Pennies.     Bishop  Ni  col  son   says,    that 
the  first  Irish  Money,  coined   in   this  reign,  was 
struck  in  his  3 2d  year,  which  falls  in  1540;  but  I 
must  beg  leave  to  differ  from  that  learned  Prelate, 
and  to  offer  my  reasons  for  it.     I  have  a  Groat  of 
this  Prince,   which  has  on  one  side  the  Arms  of 
England,  in  a  scutcheon,  divided  by  a  Cross,  and 
crowned  with  an  arched  Crown,  withthis  inscrip- 
tion, HENHiic.  vin.  d.  r.  agl.  z.     Reverse,  a  Harp 
crowned  between  the  leters  h.  r.  each  also  crowned, 
and  round  it  franc,  dominvs  hiber.*    Here  the 
antient  motto,  posvi,  &c.  is  left  out,  and  the  Harp 
for  the  first  time  appears  on  the  Irish  Coins.     This 

>.  a  "The  Pastime  of  the  People."  (Commonly  called  Re- 
tail's Chronicle)  1529.  Reprinted,  4to,  London,  1811,  p. 
243. 

»  -  * 

*>  The  Coin,  N°  104,  Plate  V.  to  which  Simon  refers,  agrees 
with  the  description  of  the  type,  but  reads  on  the  Obverse,  hbn- 
riC.  n.  gra.  rex.  a$l.  and  on  the  Reverse  francb  dominvs  hi- 
bernie.  He  has  not  engraven  any  Coin  which  precisely  agrees 
with  the  description  given  above. 
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piece  I  presume  was  struck  in  the  year  1 530,  before 
hi*  marriage  with  Ann  Bullen,  which  did  not  hap- 
pen till  the Jolbwingyear,  1531  c,  when,  instead  of 
h.  r.  he  had  on  the  reverse  of  the  Groats  struck  that 
year  the  letters  h.  a^Sqt  Henry  and  Ann/*  His  suly- 
sequent  marriages  with  Jane  Seymour  and  Catherine 
Howard  wcire  likewise  respectively  recorded  on  his 
Irish  Money,  by  the  letters  h.  i.  and  h.  K.d 

In  this  year,  according  to  Grafton,  "the  King, 
like  a  politic  Prince,  perqejved  that  the  Merchant 
strangers,  and  in  especial.  Italians,  Spaniards,  ar>d 
Pqrtyngales,  daily  brought  oade,  oil,  silk,  cloths  of 
gold,  velvet,  and  other  merchandise  into  this  realm, 
and  therefore  received  ready  Money,  which  Money 
they  ever  delivered  to  the  Mercl^ts  by  exchange, 
and  never  employed  the  same  Money  on  the  com* 
modities  of  this  realjro,  so  that  thereby  tl)e  King  was 
hindered  in  his  custom  outward,  and  also  the  coin- 
modities  of  .the  realm  were  not  uttered,  to  the  great 
hinderanoe  of  his  subjects:  wherefore  he  caused ^a 
ProcUmation  to  be  made  in  Michaelmas  Term,  ac- 
cording  to  an  old  Statute  made  in  the  time  of  King 
Richard  the  Second :  that  no  person  should  make 
any  exchange  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  the 
same  Act  and  Statute,  upon  pain  to  be  taken  the 
King's  iqorial  enemy,  and  to  forfeit  all  that  he 
might  forfeit,  After  this  Proclamation,  many  cloths 
and  other  commodities  of  this  realm  were  well  sold; 
but  shortly  after,  Merchants  fell  to  exchange  again, 
and  the  Proclamation  was  shortly  forgotten e. 

c  1532.     Lord  Herbert.  ' 

d  Simon's  Hist.  Account  of  Irish  Coins,  p.  33."'      r 

«  Grafton's  Chronicle.    He  copies  Hall. 
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1 53 1 .  This,  it  is  probable,  occasioned  die  fetter 
which  Sir  Thomas  Gresham  wtote  to  Sir  Thomas 
Audeley*  Lord  Privy  Seal,  on  the  35th  of  July  in 
this  year,  in  which  he  urges  the  necessity  of  per- 
mitting* all  Merchants,  both  subjects  and  foreigners, 
to  exercise  eictrtngeft  and  reohawges  withoot  re- 
straint, the  want  of  which  Was  a  great  detriment  to- 
trade,  and  occasioned1  the  exporting  Gold  out  of  the 
kingdom.  He  therefore  requested  him  to  prevail 
with  his  Majesty  to  issue  his  Royal  Proclamation  to 
that  end,  which  was  afterwards  done,  as  appears 
from  a  letter*  written  by  Sir  Thomas  Audeley,  when 
Lord  Chancellor  f. 

1532.  In  his  23d  year  was  made  another  In- 
denture, the  terms  of  which  were,  according  to 
Lowndes,  exactly  similar  to  that  which  he :  has 
placed  under  his  first  year*,  but  which  is  here  refer- 
red to  the  eighteenth. 

In  an  Act  concerning  the  restraint  of  payment  of 
Annates  to  the  See  of  Rome,  which  was  made  in 
this  year,  it  was  stated,  that  since  thfe  second  year  of 
King  Henry  VII.  to  the  present  time,  the  sum  of 
#0,000  Ducats,  amounting  in  sterling  Money  to 
eight  score  thousand  Pounds  at  the  least,  had  been 
paid  for  Annates,  or  First  Fruits,  of  Archbishoprickis 
and  Bishoprtcks ;  and,  with  other  great  and  intole- 
rable sums  yearly,  had  been  conveyed  to  the  Court 
of  Rome,  to  the  great  impoverishment  of  the  realm. 

f  Ward's  Lives  of  the  Professors  of  Gresham  College,  p.  3. 
Sir  Thomas  Audeley  was  made  Chancellor  in  1533,  [Dugdale's 
Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  p.  79.]  but  his  letter  was  not  written 
until  1539,  when  the  Proclamation  above  mentioned  was  issued. 

g  Report,  page  42. 
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On  this  account  it  was  ordained  that  'sa*h  uttlavrful 
payment  of  First  Fmxit  should  utterly  cease*  atd 
also  the  conveyance  of  sums  of  -Money  to  the  Court 
of  Rome  under  other  pretences  K 

1533-  Tfris -Statute  was  further  etforoed  in  3m 
25th  year,  and  the  payment  of  Peter  Pence,  and  all 
other  payments  to  the/See  oS  Rome,. ,  forbidden  '•  - 

1534*  EVoman  act  of  general  pardon,  which 
passed  in  the  next  year*  ail  multipliers  and  necro- 
mancers, multiplications  and  necromancies,  wece 
excepted  k ;  from  whence  it  appears,  that  the  pratit 
tice  of  attempting  the  multiplication  of  Metals  still 
continued,  though  it  was  no  longer  favoured  by  the 
Court,  as  it  had  been  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VL 
and  Edward  IV: 

.  By  a  Statute  which  was.  made  in  this  year,  it  was 
ordained,  tliat  all  counterfeiters  of  any  Coin  cur* 
rent  within  the  realm,  and  the  washing,  clipping,  or  ' 
minishing  of  the  same,  committed  within  any  lqrd- 
ship  marcher  of  Wales,  should  be  tried  in  the  nearest 
shire  of  England,  where  the  King's  writ  did  run,  ao 
cording  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  arid  that  the  egfr 
quittal  in  any  of  the  lordships  marchers  should  be;  no 
bar  to  the  indictment  of  any  person  guilty  of  the 
same1. 

1536,  .  His  Irish  Coins  of  this  year  have  4>n:  the 
Reverse  h.  and  1.  for  Henrys  and  Jane-Seymour  m^ 

h  Statute  23  H.  VIII.  chap.  20. 

i.  Statute  25  H.  VIII.  chap.  20,  21. 

k  Statute  26  H.  VIII.  chap.  iS.  Rastall.  In  fire  years  after 
this,  Proclamation  were  declared  to  be  equally  binding  ,iwth 
Acts  of; Parliament,     [Statute  31  .H.  VUJ.  chap,  8.] 

1  Statute  26  Jfl.  VIII,  cap.  6  §  6  and  7.  m  Simon,  p.  33. 
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1539*  0»  the  30th  of  July,  in  this  year,  &,  Pro- 
clamation was  issued  to  authorize  aU  persona*  a* 
well  strangers  as  subjects,  to  make  exchanges  <  and 
rechanges,  in  as  large  and  ample  maimer  a*  <fcey 
had  hitherto  done,  without  any  penalty  for.th* 
satpe,  from  the  date  of -the  Proclamation  to  *b«b 
Feast  of  All  Saints  next  ensuing,  notwithstandiag* 
any  Statutes  to  the  contrary.  This .  permission  ,waa 
granted  on  the  ground  that  restraints  upon  «cxr 
change  would  be  to  the  great  hindrance  of  traffick  \ 
And  on  the  6th  of  August  following,  the  licea*9f#t 
made  perpetual  °:  .-.-.,.  .1 .-.- : 

1540.  In  this  year  his  Irish  Money  w^*  stamped 
with  H,  k.  on  account  of  his  marriage  with  Catherine 
Howard  p.  .  .'.'-•*  t. 

About  the  middle  of  his  33d  year,  he  aasqapefL  - 
the  title  of  King  of  Ireland,  which  waf  qznfirxp&l  « 
by  am  Irish  Statute ;  for,  in  the  PariiaqtenlAt <Di*br 
lin,  held  on  the  13th  of  June,  it  w#6uenapted,  Jthat 
(whereas   his  Majesty  and   his  noble  progenitors 
were  justly  and  rightfully,  and  of  riglft  i^gfoMo,^ 
Kings  of  Ireland,    and  for  lack  of  naming  $$$& 
Kings  of  Ireland  according  to  thei*  jyjat  sfg&tajawl  , 
title,  the  Irish  had  not  been  so  Qhedigg£  jfe  ty&  % 
ought),  the  King's  Highness,  his  heir^afld-gucc^j, 
sors,  Kings  of  England,  should  be  always  Kijag&ef,., 
the  land  of  Ireland,  and  have  that  name,  style,  title,,  ] 
and  honour.     And  that  it  should  be  high  treason  to  4) 

n  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  This  per- 
mission, it  is  probaWe,  was  granted  in  consequence  of  the 
remonstrances  which  Sir  Thomas  Gresham  made  in  1531. 

o  MS  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiqua- 
ries. P  Simon,  p.  33. 
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occasion  disturbance  to  the  same  iityle, '  &c.    by 
writings  deed,  print,  or  act  V 

1§4*-  Accordingly  be  tfas  So  proclaimed  on 
the  same  day  in  St;  Patrick's  Church  near  Dublin  r. 
On  this  occasion  a  new  kind  of  Groats  was  struck; 
being  like  his  former  Money  as  to  the  shape  and 
stamp;  but  different  in  the  style.  The  inscription 
on  the  Obverse  is,  henric.  di.  oracia.  angme.  fend 
on  the  Reverse,  fran()ie.  z.  hibsrnie.  kex.  with 
the  Harp  crowned  between  thetwo  letters  h.  r.  All 
these  Groats  weigh  from  $6  to  3d  grains,  and  were 
probably  struck  at  the  rate  of  40  grains  each,  that 
is,  ©iiebi^idred^ndforty-four  pieces  to  the  pound, 
or  twelve  to  the  ounce.  They  are  of  a  very  indiffer- 
ent metal,  nine  ounces  six  pennyweights  fine,  and 
two  ounces  fourteen  pennyweights  allay  ;  for  which 
reason  ah  act  was  passed  in  England,  prohibiting 
their  being  imported  thither  from  Ireland,  under 
forfeiture  of  treble  the  faltie,  with  fine  and  impri- 
sonment*. * 

This  Statute  I  have  riot  been  able  to  discover,  but 
on  the  I#th  of  November,  in  this  year,  a  Procla- 
mation was  issued  to  prevent  the  bringing  of  IHsh 
Coins  into  $>e  realm  of  England.  It  began  with' 
stating,  that  the  King,  in  order  to  defray  his  great 
expenses  fa  keeping  up  a  large  army  in  his  land  of 
Ireland,  had  ordained  a  coin  of  Money,  as  well  of 
Groats,  as  Pence  of  Twopence,  to  be  current  in  Ire- 
land only,  bearing  the  print  of  the  harp  on  one  side. 
Which  Coins  had  lately  been  imported  into  Eng.-> 


<l  Irish  Statute 33  H.  VIM.  chap.  1. 

*  Simon,  p.  33.  •  Ibid. 
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land,  to  the  great  detriment  of  bis  Grace's  land  of 
Ireland,  and  of  his  said  army,  and  subjects  of  the 
same,  and  also  to  the  great  deceit  of  hit  subjects  in 
his  realm  of  England.  It  was  therefore  forbidden 
to  transport  such  Coins  out  of  Ireland  iato  the 
realm  of  England,  Wales,  Berwick,  Calais,  or  the 
Marches  of  the  same,  or  to  utter  them,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  treble  value  of  the  said  Coins  so 
transported  or  uttered,  and  of  imprisonment  and 
fine  at  the  King's  pleasure '. 

In  an  Act  for  the  grant  of  two  subsidies,  which 
was  made  in  this  year,  Ducats,  Crowns,  Crusades,  ox 
any  other  Gold  coined  in  tbe  parts  beyond  the  sea, 
bearing  their  true  weight,  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
for  the  said  subsidies;  at  the  value  limited  by  a  P/a? 
elamation  made  on  the  37th  day  of  March  in  the 
30th  year  of  the  King  u.  And  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  Statute,  Groats,  Half-Groats,  and  Pence,  were 
in  like  manner  commanded  to  be  taken  according  to 
the  rate  fixed  by  the  same  Proclamation. 

If.  any  Receiver  or  Collector  should  refuse  such 
Money,  when  tendered,  the  person  tendering  it 
should,  on  proof  being  made,  be  discharged  against 
the  King,  as  if  he  had  passed  the  same,  and  the 
Receiver,  &c.  ivho  should  60  refuse,  should  bo 
charged  with*  the  sum  by  him  refused,  as  if  he  had 
actually  received  it.  And  all  other  persons  were 
Commanded  to  take  the  said  Monifes/as  aforesaid, 
not  only  of  the  King's  Officers,  but  of  every  other 

t  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
u  This  Proclamation  is  not  in  any  Cojleetion  thsrt  I  have  exa- 
mined. 
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.person,  in  all  receipts  and  payments,  on  pain  of  im- 
prisonment w. 

1542.     in  bis  33d  year  a  warrant  was  issued  to 
the  Masters  and  other  Officers  of  the  Mint,  to  au- 
thorize tyem  to  coin,  whenever  they  should  be  so 
commanded  by  the  Privy  Council,  the  value  of  one 
pound  weight  of  troy,  of  Gold  or  Silver,  of  every  sort 
and  print,  of  such  like  fineness,  alloy,  number  and 
print,  as  should  be  devised  by  the  said  Council,  any 
Act,  Statute,  Ordinance,  or  Provision  made  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.    The  reason  assigned  for^.  A  4^* 
this, ;  is,  that  his  Majesty,    by  the  advice  of  his  %^^^  *a*~** 
Council,  had  determined  to  -have  certain  approofe^  j      ^^  m 
and  trials  made  both  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  well  of         '     s    *' 
the  Coins  of  the  realm,  as  of  other  foreign  realms,     , 
whereby  the  perfect  fineness    and    alloys    might  '       **** 
thereby  the  sooner  come  to  his  Majesty's  knowledge*.' '      **-  ®< 

J543.     Tbia  was  no  doubt  preparatory  to  the  de-^  ^***y*- 
basement  of  the  standard  of  both  the  Gold  and  Sil-^^  **&** 
ver  Coins  which  took  place  in  the  following  year.^  *  ****  *w? 
By  the  Indenture  then  made,  a  pound  weight  of*^-~**^  f^- 
Gold,  of  twenty-three  carats   fine,   and  one  carat^*^  +~<fiL& 
allay,  wai  coined  into  twenty-eight  Pounds  sixteen^  /iLjl^  ^ 
Shillings  by  tale.     The  Sovereigns  were  to  be  ciir-^^  **££^ 
rent  at  twenty  Shillings  a  piece,  Half  Sovereigns^*  ' 


at  ten  Shillings,  Angels  at  eight  Shillings,  An-^  ^^ 

w  Statute  32  H.  VIII.  chap.  50.  Rastall.  According  to  hinv^-  &*%-  **"^ 
these  provisions  were  repeated  in  a  Statute  for  a  subsidy  in  hfaj&tffcx  <&£  \ 
34th  and  35th  year,  and  again  in  his  37th.    Runnington*  edi- -^^^  ^  ^^ 

tion  of  the  Statutes  at  Large,  notices  the  latter  of  these,  hut  not  . u 

the  former.  '  /  .  . 

*  Sir  Julius  Caesar's  MS  Collections  respecting  Mint  Affairs,     .     **^*  V 
folio  penes  aut.  <*  -  **~  &*y+  *<o*  •. 

******  '  7m~*$  ^^  -"*?**    ******  ^  ^  *^^ 
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Relets  at  four,  and  Quarter  Angels  at  two  Shillings 
each. 

A  pound  weight  of  Silver,  of  ten  ounces  fine^  and 
two  ounces  allay,  was  coined  into  forty-eight  Shil- 
lings by  tale,  namely,  into 'festoons  (going  for  twlelvfe 
pence  a  piece),  Groats/  Half  Cffpats,  .  Pence,-,  Hal£- 
pence,  and  rartrnrjgsy.  . 

An  Act  of  Parliament,  which  w^s  passed  in  the 
same  year,  ratified  the  style  which  he  had  assumed, 
and  declared  it  to  be  in  the  Latin  tongue,  henricits 

OCTAVUS  DEI  GRATIA,  ANGLLE,  F&ANCUE,  ET  HI* 
BKRNI^E  REX,  FIDEI  DEFENSOR,  ET  IN  TERRA  ^C- 
CLESIA&  ANGLICANS    ET   HIBERNIC.^    SUPREMUM    £a~ 

put  ;    and  in    the    English    tongue,    heijry   the 

EIGHTH,  BY  THE  GRACE  OF  GOD,  KING, OF  ENGLAND, 
FRANCE,  AND  ICELAND,  DEFENDJER  OF  TH^  FAITH, 
AND  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  E>GI^ND?  AND, ALSO  OF 
«ELAND,    IN    EARTH    THE    SUPREME    HEAD*  t     It    Was 

,  -  "  *      *  * 

also 'declared  to  be  high  treason  to  attempt  to  de- 
prive the  King  of  this  style2,  ;     ,    . 
1544.     By  Proclamation,  in  his3(?th  yepr*,  the 

y  Lowndes,  p.  43 r  Le  Blanc  says,"  thfe  new  species  of  Coins 
struck  by  Louis  XII.  were  called  Testons  because  the  head  of  the 
Monarch  wad  l^re^'cnted  upon  them.  [Traite  Hist,  des  Mon- 
m>yed>  dd  France,'  p*  $59/J  'It  is  not  easy  to  conjecture  why  that 
name  was  now^adopted'by  Henry,  in  preference  to  that  of  &hil- 
ling^hfch'ttiSfatfhfcr  had  used,  but  it  could  not  be  for  the  same 
reasbir  as  thl^'w^^hihfltiericcd  tht-  French  Moharch,  because  the 
English  Coins  were  almost- univer^all^Vtamped  with  the  head  of 
th&m&g.;^  *>**  ^J,8niC35  H.  Vin.chap.3. 
^  ^^  ^hej*Usti6<d^«  t^feVM  in  the 

Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries;  but 'Mr.  Leake,  p.  194, 
date*  it,  frrtm  Stow'rf  Ani&is/'on^hf!  Yffth  of  Klay,'  Il>44.  The 
same  <dte  is  given  rtftne  raising  of  the  prides  c!f  Gold  and  Silver, 
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price  of  Gold  of  24  carats  was  fixed  at  48  Shilling^ 
the  ounce,  and  the  same  quantity  of  the  finest  ster- 
ling .Silver  at  four  Shillings1*.  This  was  stated  to 
be  done  on  account  of  the  enhancement  of  the  prices 
of  these  metals  beyond  the  sea,  as  well  in  Flanders 
as  in  France,  which  would  have  drawn  all  the  Corns 
out  of  the  realm,  if  a  remedy  had  not  been  applied. 
And  although  the  Customers  of  the  Ports  had  been 
ordered  to  put  in  execution  the  Statutes  for  the  con- 
servation of  the  Coins,  yet  for  the  great  gain,  they 
were  still  secretly  carried  abroad. 

The  Proclamation  likewise  ordained  the  rate  at 
which  certain  Coins  slioiilcf  b^  current ;  namely  f 
Thfe  Sovereign  at  20  Shillings. H  ^         ' 

The*  Half-Sovereign  at  10  Shirtings.    " 
l^eRial  at  12  Shillings.    '"'       ' 
The  Angel  at  8  Shillings;       ::       ;       f 
The  H^tf  and  Quarter  in  proportion: '    *  *•*£ 
The  Te&rni  at  i  ^iJlirig. '      '      '  '""■'   "^ 
The  Groat,  with  a  whole  face  at  4  Pence. 
The  Half-Groat  ditto  at  2  Pence*.     ° 
It  was  also  ordained,  that  whoever  would- bring 


.»*    \    K-Li 


belrfg 


^  w.  i 


in  (Jpoper's  (?{ironicJe,  folio,  323  a;  and  in  HolwUeA  Ttafrtfoe 
date,  which  they  have  aGfceo1,  is  correc^appears  G&*m*j>vo~ 
bablefrom  the  following  eatry, in  the  jnqnjtf*  of,  May,,  3$  H.  VHI. 

"  Reysing  of  Goold.  Recevyd  by  thynhawnsement  &  veysing 
of  Golde  thjs  mowythe,  y^eljcet  of  ^i*  Angelk*}  at  vjd.  the 
pece  reyse^  in  t^tQ,  xy,>,  *4*»  .,     t„  (  .      M,  ,     f  (>>  .        .,. 

From  original  accompts  of  Jlenry  Lpxd>Stafford.  StafijwiMSS. 
torn,  XI.  obligingly  communicate*  hy  Mr,  Hamper,  tha  possessor 
of  those  valuable  MSS. 

b  From  45  Shillings  and  3*.  9d.  Pari.  History*  vol.  III.  p.  2oo. 
c  All  these  Coins  are  said  to  be  newly  made.  That  is,  by  virtue*, 
of  the  indenture  of  his  84th  year,  A.  D.  1643. 
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Gold  or  Silver  to  the  King's  Mint  should  receive 
the  prices  aforesaid,  or  according  to  the  fineness. 

All  Groats,  Pence,  Halfpence,  and  Farthings  of 
this  Coin,  current  within  the  realm,  not  being 
clipped,  nor  fully  broken,  though  much  cracked, 
were  to  be  received  and  paid  without  any  denial  or 
refusal.  And  all  Justices  of  the  Peace,  &c.  were 
commanded,  that  if  any  person  should  refuse  the 
said  Monies  of  Gold  and  Silver,  they  should  put 
him  in  prison,  there  to  remain,  and  to  be  further 
punished  at  the  King's  pleasure. 

.  But  all  payments  due  to  the  King,  or  to  any  other 
perspn,  before  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  May, 
in  which  the  Proclamation  was  issued*  were  to  be 
made  at  the  rate  of  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
the  Angel,  and  so  rateably,  notwithstanding  any 
thing  to  the  contrary  in  that  Proclamation d. 

In  this  year  there  was  an  Indenture  made  with 
Sir  Martin  Bowes  and  others,  by  which  the  standard 
of  the  Coin  was  still  farther  reduced,  both  ill  weight 
and  fineness.  The  Gold  was  then  to  be  only  twenty- 
two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay,  and  one  pound 
of  it  was  coined  into  thirty  Pounds  by  tale ;  that  is, 
intothirty  Sovereigns  at  twenty  Shillings,  or  sixty 
Half  Sovereigns  at  ten  Shillings  a  piece;  or  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  Crowns  at  five  Shillings  a  piece,  or 
two  Hundred  and  forty  Half-Crowns;  and  the  King 
had  two  carats  of  fine  Gold  for  Coinage,  which 
yielded  him  fifty  Shillings. 

1  The  Silver  was  reduced  to  six  ounces  fine  and  six 
ounces  allay,  and  the  Pound  was  coined  into  forty- 

4  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  .of  Antiquaries* 
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eight  Shillings  by  tale,  in  Testoons,  Groats,  Hal&- 
Groats,  Pence,  Half- Pence,  and  Farthings  «. 

There  was  at  the  same  time  an  Indenture  for  Ire- 
land, but  the  Silver  was  not  so  much  debased  as  the 
English  Money,  for  it  was  eight  ounces  fine*.  Of 
this  were  made  Sixpences,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  pieces  tor  the  Pound, » and  Three- 
penny pieces,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  which  answered  to  the  weight  of  the  English 
Four-penny  and  Two-penny  pieces.  They  exactly 
resembled  his  bad  English  Money,  having  his  head 
crowned,  a  little  inclining  to  the  left,  on  the  Ob- 
verse, and  on  the  other  tide  the  royal  arms  sui* 
mounted  by  a  cross.  The  Sixpences  were  to  weigh 
forty  grains,  and  th6  Three-pences  twenty  e, 

1545.  In  his  37th  year  a  Statute  against  Usury 
restrained  the  interest  of  Money  to  ten  per  cent}1 

By  an  Indenture  of  this  year  the  Coins  were  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  degree  of  fineness  which  ever 
disgraced  the  English  Mint,  excepting  a  small  quan- 
tity of  Silver  in  the  5th  year  of  Edward  VI.    The 

e  Lowndes,  p.  43. 

f  Leake,  who  gives  this  proportion,  says  that  the  Irish  standard 
was  one  ounce  coarser  than  the  English  of  the  same  year, 
whereas  it  appears  from  the  former  indenture  to  Have  taMt  more 
fine  by  two  ounces. 

*  Leake,  p.  909.  Simon,  p.  34.  Snelling  in  his  Supplement 
to  Simon  has  engraven  a  Three  Half-penny  Piece  of  this  Coinage. 
It  is  precisely  of  the  same  type  as  those  Irish  Coins  which  were 
struck  in  imitation  of  Henry's  English  Money.  Obverse,  h.  d. 
g.  aosA  sine  spifrA.  Reverse,  civitaS  Dublin.  Weight  9£ 
grains. 

h  Statute  87  H.  VIII.  chap.  9.  This  was  repealed  5  and  6 
Edward  VI.  chap.  SO.  but  revived  13  EBz.  chap.  8. 
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Geld  was  now:  brought  down  to  twenty  .carats-fine, 

;  and  four  carats  allay >  and  the  Silver  to  four  ounces 

fimo,  and  eight  ounces  allay.     The  Coins  were  con- 

:ti»ved  at  the  tame  weight  as  they  were  in  the  Indeu- 

^urextf  the  ptteeding  year,    but  the  debasement 

?  j*jeued  the  pound  weight  of  fine  Gold  to  thirty-six 

ifrund*,  and. that  of  fine  Silver  to  seven  Pounds  four 

.  Shilling*  V    .  .  ,   . 

^   /JFhe  issuing  of  the  Cpin&,  according  to  the  Inden- 
ture of  1544,  is  said  to  have  occasioned  much  mur- 
i9Uf^ngk;ia.nd  Camden  gives  an  affecting  description 
:  of  the,  state  qf  England  during  the  latter  years  of  the 
r£tga,fl£  this  profuse  and  bloody  Monarch. 
,  "  Ipsa  A^^i  opibqa  exhaustis,  pecunia  are  inter- 
'  jnixto  depravata,  Monasteriis  prisc»  pietatis  wonu- 
jnentis  dirutis,  NobiUun>,  Praesulum,  Pontificorum, 
,  et  Protestantium  cruore  promisoufc  effaso,  et  Scotico 
bello  iqjplicat&j  Uictuosa  suspirarU." l 

-*  wi  Lowrtd^s,  p.  ^4.  This  base  Money,  for  the  time,  caused 
the  old  sterling  Money  to  be  hoarded  up,  so  that  I  have  seen 
tajr*  Stow,  Surrey  of  "London  by  Strype,  p.  84)  twenty-one 
Siblings,  given  for  an  old  Angel,  ft>  gild  withall.  Also  rent  of 
lands  and  tenements,  with  prices  of  victuals,  were  raised  far 
beyond1  the  former  rates,  hardly  since  to  be  brought  down. 
[Leake,  p;  195.J        ' 

« v»  /  fc'  PMliahnentary  Hist.  vol.  III.  p.  260. 
,  I  JCapdeni  Anwalet  Elizabeth^,  vol.  I.  p.  11.  To  others  the 
Mate,  pi Jthe  Coinage ffonly  afforded  matter  for  a  jest.  Sir  John 
Rainsford  meeting  Parson  Brooke.,  the  principal  deviser  of  the 
Copper4  toin,  threatened  Him  to  break  his  head,  for  that  he  had 
Ittatle  tfefe  :&veYefgn  fjotd   (the  most  beautiful  Prince  King 

.  HqntytfWilih  2t  red  and  copper  nose.  [Camden's  Remains,  p.  246] 
"  This  yere  in  Februarie  should  a  woman  have  been  brent  in 

>Sknithftefafe^4br  clipping  of  Golde,  but  the  Kynges  pardon  came, 
she  beyng  at  the  stake,  redy  to  be  brente."  [Fabian's  Chronicle, 
sub  anno  37  H.  VII  I.]  ' 
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1546.  In  his  38th  year  another  kind  of  Sixpence 
was,  according  to  Simon,  struck  for  Ireland.  It  tad 
on  one  side  the  Arms  of  England,  surmounted  by 
the  Cross  as  before,  and  crowned,  with  this  legend, 
henric.  8.  d.  g.  ang..  franc.  Reverse,  the  Harp 
crowned  between  the  letters  h.  r.  and  et  hibernie 
rex  38  w.  This  Coin  was  not  above  four  ounces 
fine,  and  eight  allay,  although,  according  to  the 
Indenture,  it  was  to  be  eight  ounces  fine  and  four 
allay  m. 

The  Indenture  here  referred  to  by  Mr.  Simon  .is 
that  of  the  year  1544;  but  it  is  probable  that  there 
was  a  fresh  Indenture  for  Ireland,  on  the  same 
terms  as  that  made  for  England  in  1545,  by  which 
the  Irish  Coins  were  reduced  to  the  low  standard  of 
four  ounces  fine,  although  such  Indenture  has  not 
yet  appeared.  ^  About  this  time/'  says  Sir  James 
Ware,  "  King  Henry,  to  maintain  his  eharges  in 
Ireland,  being  now  hard  put  to  it  for  lack  of  Mo- 
nies, by  reason  of  the  vast  treasure  wasted  in  his 
expeditions  into  France  and  Scotland,  and,  com- 
pelled by  necessity,  gave  directions  to  coin  Brass  Mo- 
ney, and  commanded  it  by  Proclamation  to  pass  for 
current  and  lawful  Money  in  all  parts  of  Ireland."  a 
This  Proclamation  I  have  not  seen,  but  I  presume 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  Ware  has  expressed 
himself  inaccurately,  and  that  the  Coins  were  not 
actually  Brass,  but  only  composed  of  two  thirds  of 
that  metal,  as  the  English  Money  was  at  that  time. 

1546-7.     Henry  died  on  the  28th  of  January  in 

**  $imon,  p.  34.    Instead ,  of  the  yr,,  ,as  it  appears  in  the 
engraving,  Sjmon  has  vy. 

»  Annals,  p.  113,  as  quoted  by  Simon,  p.  34. 
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this  year,  and,  left,  by  bis  last  will,  the  Crown  to 
bis  son  Prince  Edward,  and  his  daughters  Mary 
and  Elizabeth,  and  theii4  issue,  in  succession. 

His  style  upon  his  English  Silver  Coins,  before 
he  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  Ireland,  was  hen- 

HICUS  VIII.    DEI   GRATIA   REX   ANGLIC   ET   FR ANCLE, 

and  on  the  Reverse  was  inscribed  either  the  place  of 
Mintage,  or  fosui  deum  adjutorem  meum.  Some 
of  the  small  pieces  have  on  the  Obverse  h.  d.  g. 
rosa  sine  win  a,  in  allusion  to  the  Badge  of  the 
two  Families  of  Lancaster  and  York,  which  were 
United  in  him.  He  afterwards  added  to  his  title 
HiBERNiifc  rex;  and  upon  the  Reverse  of  that  piece 
which  is  commonly  called  a  Crown,  but  which  is 
more  probably  a  Medal,  as  no  notice  of  such  a  Coin 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Indentures,  is  placed  the  fol- 
lowing inscription,  angljce.  z.  hibernice  :  eccee- 
ste  :  SVPitEMVM  :  c a*>vt  °.  Some  of  his  base  Coins 
have  on  the  Reverse,  redde  cviglve  clvod  svvm 
est. 

His  early  Si tver Coins  were  struck  with  his  father's 
dies,  the  Romati  numerals  alone  being  altered ;  but 
his  own  face  in  profile  was  afterwards  introduced  p. 
These  were  of  fine  Silver;  as  was  also  a  small 
Coinage  with  a  full  face.  His  base  Money  has  the 
face  Nearly  full,  with  a  little  inclination  to  the  left. 

0  This  legend  I  think  proves  the  piece  to  have  been  a  medal, 
as  nothing, similar  tq  it  is  to  be  found  upon  any  of  his  Coins* 
It  is  very  probable  that  Henry  would  mark  the  assertion  of  his 
Ecclesiastical  Supremacy,  by  striking  a  medal  to  commemorate  it. 

p  Leake,  p.  203,  mentions  a  Groat  with  the  face  turned  a 
different  way  from  his  tether's.  But  no  such  Coin  is  now  known 
to  exist. 


.  \ 
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The  ecclesiastical  Coins  are  all  of  good  Silver,  and 
the  Pennies  are  of  the  Sovereign  type,  which  has 
been  already  described  under  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  VII. 

His  early  Gold  Coins  are  to  be  distinguished  from 
his  father's  Qnly  by  the  weight.  The  enumeration 
of  the  succeeding  ones,  as  they  are  considerably 
varied,  will  be  found  in  the  description  of  the 
Plates. 

The  harp  first  appeared  upon  the  Irish  Money  in 
his  reign.  His  other  Coins  for  that  Kingdom  were 
of  the  same  type  as  the  English.  On  the  early  ones 
he  is  styled  dominvs  hibernie,  on  the  others  rex. 

On  his  Three-Groats  which  were  struck  at  Tour- 
nay,  France  is  placed  before  England  in  the  style. 
One  of  them  exactly  resembles  his  English  Groats 
with  the  face  in  profile,  the  other  has  only  the 
English  arms  on  the  Obverse,  and  on  the  Reverse  a 
rose  on  the  centre  of  the  Cross.  The  third  is  like- 
wise without  the  head.  The  last  two  have  the  Ara- 
bick  numerals  15 13,  the  earliest  date  which  is  knowa 
to  have  appeared  on  the  Coins  of  any  English  Mo- 
narch. Each  of  these  pieces  bears  the  name  of 
Tpurnay  on  the  Reverse  % 

His  style  upon  his  first  Great  Seal  differed  from 
that  of  his  father,  by  the  addition  of  fidei  defensor 
only  ;  but  after  the  year  1541  he  made  a  considera- 
ble alteration  in  the  Royal  style,  which  then  ran 

thus :   HENRIC*    OCTAVES    DEr   .    GRATIA    .    AtfOLIE    . 

FRANCIE  .  ET  .  HIBERN1E    .  REX  .  FIDEI  .  DEFENSOR   . 

.  »  <  •. 

q  See  two  of  them  represented  in  Plate  VII.  N<*  13  and  14, 
and  the  third,  Supp.  Part  U.  Plate  Xlh  No  9. 
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...   x    ,}{    .  J.  \  •'.   '    o      .<v  ■        .•■•.'        -.'       ; 

ET  .  1  .TERA  .  ^ECCLESIE  .  AGL1CANE  .,ET  .  HIBERNICE 

svpremv".  qAFVT\     [Sandford  and  Speed, J 

IHehad  Mints  in  the  foftowirig  Cities :"' 

civitas  bristoue,  Bristol.. 

°    ^Mrofci4    ^'Cant^rburv.^ 
^-  *  ^  •' *Wfc*{N*i?/  ^f<J  Dublin.  :>:1-   '  •*     , 

>  Durham. 

9><j  at  ;iorijtJ>V»H^M^'i."    J    ^:-r- »     »-.-«..•. 

r»'onf>u9jnlfP  9 B^"^     :>V London;  -"-V: 


t^o*". 

"""""'londonib'. 


r    'V»        *.i    f    l!  '    ".'*«' fill      *••       '* 

TOljtft'AfcEN. 


TOft.NA<£Ei4SI&. 


*>Tauniay. 


There  was  also  a  Miiit  in  Southwa^k. " 


*>  '*    ^-<:->      0    ':     "  '_:  -       "  '       '•-'-      t* 


1 


•  *  .      ^i 

fyv^.littlq  more  than  nifife  y fears  of  age  when  he  suc- 
needed  to:  the  Throne,  and  the  whole  extent  of  his 
reup  did  not  exeeed  six  years  and  five  months. 
Yet  even  in  that  very  contracted  period,  and  at  the 
|£flder  age  when  he  tegan  to  act  from  himself,  he 
fflfupifested*  talents  for  government  which  would 
j$Y3  rendered  him  a  blessing  to  his  people,  had  it 
leased  Providence  to  hare  given  to  him  a  more 
c^ j^4efd  kugth  of  Ufe r;      , 

b/\45^firj«i  >/The  hiltory  of  the  commencement  of 
ins  reigniiaj^course^  little  more  than  a  detail  of 

*  See  a  most  extraordinary,  chaipctef  of  biro  by  Cardan,  who 
being  a  Catholick  cannot  be  suspected  of  undue  partiality,  in 
the  second  volume  of  Burnet's  History  of  the  Reformation/  vol 
II.  Collection  of  Records,  p,  81.  His  journal  begins  to  be 
particularly  minute  in  the  year  1550,  when  he  was. about  thir- 
teen years  old. 
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the  measures  which  were  adopted  by  the  Begfcncy. 
To  them,  therefore,"  must  be  imputed  the  disgrace- 
ful continuance,  ^nd  even  addition  t^ipat  debase- 
ment of  the  Coins,  vvhigli  so  much  dishonoured  his 
father's  reign.  The,  yopng  King,,  tlj^weveri  soon 
began  to  pay  attention  tq  the  wret^f^d^tate  of  the 
Money;  and  from  several  passage* 4n -r his ' Diary; 
upon  that  subject,  there  is  suffitnent  ftiason  to  be* 
Heve,  that  the  restbfoti&n  of  thS  Mftflard  was  a 
measure  suggested,  or,  atj  l^ast  greatly  coiintenahced, 
by  him,  and  for  which  he  ought  nj  ju^tuje  to  receive 
that  honour  which  has  &e$n  so  iispjop^rjy  conferred 
on  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  pnly  compJetg$  what  i  her 
brother  had  commenced,  and  to  a  certain  degree 
had  carried  into  execution. 

From  the  Indentures  <*f,'hi^  first  year  with  his 
Mint-Masters  in  Southwark,  Canterbury,  and  the 
Tower,  it  appears  that? the  Money  theft  to  b&coiiied 
was  to  remain  at  the:sdme  low  staihdartl,  botfer^tf 
weight  and  fineness,  as  the  Coins  of  the  J/tb  year 
of  his  father's  reign'  •.  •        -•    v^    " '  ¥ 

Hie  baseness  of  this  Money  rendered  iti$attrd»i*ty 
liable  to  be  counterfeited ;  .audit  ispfebabtethirttfte 
•  Coins  of  better  allay,  which  werfe  ^fertttftea!  t#4& 
current  with  it,  were  at  that  time  much  cllp^edv  fa 
in  an  Act  for  a  general  pardon,  passed  irt  ttfforyfcir, 
the  offences  of  forging,  counterfeiting,' was&iri££  land 
clipping,  are  more  particularly  etourflemt£#  and 
excepted,  than  they  appear  to  have  been  in  pre- 
ceding:  statutes  of  that  kind*.  .  .,   u  ,. 

•  Lowndes,  p.  45.  .  -  , .    , 

*  Statute  1  E.  VI.  chap.  15.    RastalL  ,    , 
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To  t$e  telenet*  of  the  Testons  which  were 
earned  in  this  year  several  epigrams  in  John  Hey- 
wood's  works  allude.  They  were,  I  presume,  writ* 
leu  at  the  time,  and  circulated  in  MS.  as  it  was 
probably  deemed  too  hazardous  to  publish  them, 
for  I  do  not  find  that  they  were  printed  before  the 
year  1 5&fc  They  are  curious,  because  they  express 
the  general  opinion  which  waa  entertained  of  those 
Coins,  and  the  ridicule  in  which,  they  were  held; 
*md  therefore,  though  they  cannot  boast  of  much 
wit  or  point,  I  have  given  them  in  a  note  below \ 

«  Of  Brasse.    8. 

s 

I  perceive  well  now  that  Brassse  is  waxen  proude 

Because  Brasse  so  much  with  Silver  is  aloude. 

And  beyng  both  ioynde,  sins  they  most  by  Brasse  stande, 

That  ipaktth  Brasse  bolde,  to  stand  on  the  upper  hand.    Sig*  b. 

Of  Testons.    63. 
Testons  be  gone  to  Oxforde,  God  be  their  speede  :  .    . 
To  studie  in  Brasen  nose,  there  to  proceede. 

Of  redde  Testons.    63. 
These  Testons  looke  redde  :  how  like  you  the  same  ? 
Tis  a  tooken  of  grace  :  they  blushe  for  shame. 

Ofstampyng.    65. 
We  stampe  crabs,  we  stamp  Testons :  which  stamping  doone, 
We  stare  uppon  Testons  now  beyond  the  moone. 
Which  stampying  of  Testons  brought  it  not  some  skill, 
Our  staryng  on  Testons  coulde  judge  them  but  ill, 
But  as  the  whot  sunne  melteth  snowe  away, 
So  shall  whotte  fire  melt  colde  Testons,  as  folke  say.' 
We,  for  Testons  leauyng  scojdyng  and  squaryng. 
And  on  Testons  leauyng  stampyng  and  staryng.     Sig.  A  a  iii. 

Of  Brasse  and  Silver.     ?8. 

Brasse  hath  beene  a  loft,  with  Silver  set  up. 
Come  downe  Brasse  and  drinke  on  an  ashen  cup. 

.Leaf  after  sig.  A  a  iii. 
From  the  5th  Hundred  Of  Epigrams. 
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■  1547-  In  a  MS  inventory  of  tbfjeflfifctir  of  Henry 
.VIIL  deceased,  whieh  i»  1  preserved  mt the  Library 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries^  it; ^9  ^started  that 
^44.  l&s.&d.  were  lost,  out  of -glfciQ.ao,?:  lerf. 
by  the  diversity  of  rating,  tff  rthe  Angel  and  «th*r 
Gold.  The  account  hears  date  in  thi»  ytar,  but  t» 
information  is  given  which  can  explain  what  ts 
meant  by  the  diversity  of  ratings  nor  hate  I  i*fct 
with  any  other  document  in  which  it  occur*,  h."  * 
In.  his  second  vear  were  Indentures  made  vtath 
the  Masters  of  hi&  Mints  in  York^  Sfcuthwark,  and 
Canterbury,  by  which  the  Coins,  were  to  be  struck 
according  to  the  provisions  contained  in,  the  Inden- 
tures of  his  first  year  x. 

1548.  But  on  the  40th  of  April,  in  this  year,  a 
Proclamation  was  issued  for  the  calling  in  of  the 
Testons.  It  stated  that  the  King's  Coins  were  then 
greatly  counterfeited,  especially  the  pieces  of  twelve 

Of  Sylver  to  be  borrowed.    3. 
Ha9t  thou  any  bowde  Sylver  to  lende  me  lone  ? 
»  Nay :  hast  thou  any  broken  Sylver  for  me  ?  none. 
Hast  thou  any  clypt  Sylver  :  I  had,  but  'tis  gone. 
Hast  thou  any  crakt  Grote  ?  crakt  Grote  ?  nay  not  one* 
No  Sylver,  bowde,  broken,  clypt,  crakt,  nor  cut,       . 
Hers  a  freend  for  freendshyp  not  worth  a  crakt  nut. ,  Sig.  C  c. 

Seeking  for  a  dwellyng  place.    51. 
Still  thou  seekest  for  a  quiet  dwellyng  place. 
What  place  for  quietnes  hast  thoii  now  in  chase?1        ''  * 

London  Bridge.    That*s  ill  for  thee  for  the  water.  * '      ' 

*        *        *        *        *      -  *• .     *        *•      * 

Silver-street:  Coppersmiths  in  Silver-streete :  fie. 

Leaf  after  sig.  Cc.  iii. 
From  the  6th  Hundred  pf  Epigrams.    ' 

John  Heywoode's  Woorkes.     London,  4to.  1562 

*  Lowndes,  p.  45.  '  '    > 
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Pence,  conmonly  mined  Testons,  which  on  account 
of  their  bigness,  m4  facility  of  counterfeiting,  had 
been  stamped  or  east  in  great  multitudes.  It  there- 
fore ordained,  that  from  the  last  day  of  Decern  her  next 
ensuing,  the  said  Coins  should  no  longer  be  current 
within  his  Higbness's  Realms,  but  should  be  taken 
for  Bui  Hon  only.  And  all  persons  were  forbidden, 
after  that  time,  to  otter  or  receive  them,  or  to  buy 
or  amass  them  into  their  hands,  for  any  gain  to  be 
made  tterefey,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture.  But  all 
persons  possessing  them  might  bring  them  to  the 
Mints,  there  to  receive  the  just  value  as  they  were 
then  current,  either  in  Groats,  or  in  other  bis  High- 
ness Coins*. 

Bishop  Latimer,  in  a  sermon  preached  at  St.  Paul's 
upon  the  17th  of  January,  in  this  year,  was  ex- 
tremely severe  in  his  censure  of  the  appointment  of 
bishops,  and  other  ecclesiasticks,  to  lay  offices,  and 
more  especially  he  pointed  at  their  occupying  sta- 
tions in  the  Mint.  He  supposed  that  some  of  the 
following  reasons  might  be  assigned  to  excuse  their 
being  unpreaching  Prelates :  "  They  are,"  said  he, 
"  otherwise  occupied ;  some  in  Kinge's  matters,' 
some  are  ambassadours,  some  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cell,  some  to  furnish  the  Courte,  some  are  Lordes 
of  the  Parliament,  some  are  Presidentes,  and  some 
Comptrollers  of  Myntes.  Well,  well.  Is  this  their 
duetie?  Is  this  their  office?  Is  this  their  calling? 
Should  we  fyave  Ministers  of  the  Church  to  be 
Comptrollers  of  the  Myntes  ?  Is  this  a  mete  office 
for  a  priest  that  hath  cure  of  soules  ?     Is  this  his 

y  Proclamation  2  E.  VI.  printed  by  Grafton,  1550,  8vo.  fol,  xvi. 
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charge  ?     I  would  here  aft4  om  ^ipattWiY  I  wtoujtfr 
feyne  knowe  who  cotnptrblletri  ;<ttae  datifr  at^hom* 
at  his  parishe,  while  he^  Oailrpfcrttteth*  the  Mynt** 
lithe  Apostles  mg¥k  not  team*  tht*offid>  of  pfreacfc^ 
ing  to  be  deacons,  shall  one  teav£  hfot  ^illtiiigf** 
I  cannot   tell  'ye**-  bwthte" , sayittg* isf Hthat «Wti)dW^ 
priestes  have  *ee»e  nwlfttert,  -Monf^f  ^Iffcttt  b^ne* 
worse  than  ifcwas  before*  r  At**  they  Wf»  Jtat  tM* 
evilnesse  of  M^ney  hath  niade^l  thing*  «**aner."  *  »m 
The  appointment  df  eeetesiavtiqks  tfitfoWLoffioitt* 
cafc  be  justified ^*nly*onthB  ground  ^ha^perercas*4 
suflieisnfcly  c^ualified ' were^tKot^t©  be ^fowarf  among' 
the laity*  *md  that  thk #as  tft©  case;%eems-in  soaae 
measure  to  be  admitted  by  the  good  Bishop  in  a 
subsequent  jpfcrt ><iof  aki^Awooge*. «  Xbeiuppkien, 
howeverf  that  the  efrror*  of  the  Aflint.orfginated  with . 

*  Latimer'*  Sermons.  4to.  1575,  folio  16.  b. 

*  He  says,  "  Is  there  neuer  a  nobleman  to  be  a  Lord  Presi- 
dent, but  it  must  be  a  prelate  ?  Is  there  neuer  a  wyse  man  in 
the  realme  to  be  a  Comptroller  of  the  Mint  ?  I  speake  it  to  your 
sham/a,  I  spsaj*.  it  to  your  shame.  If  there  be  neuer  a  wyse  man, 
make  a  water-bearer,  a  tinker,  a  cobler,  a  slave,  a  page,  comp- 
troller of  the  Mynt.  Make  a  meane  gentleman,  a  groome,  a 
yeman,  make  a  $oore  begar  Lord  President.  Thus  I  speake  not 
that  I  would  hafue  it  so,  but  to  your  shame,  if  there  be  neuer  a 
gentleman  mqete  nor  able  to  be  Lord  President.  For  why  are 
not  the  noble  men  and  yong  gentlemen  of  England,  so  bfougbt; 
up  in  knowledge  of  God  and  in  learning,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  execute  offices  in  the  commonweale  V  folio  17. 

Aad  further  on,  "Yea,  and  there  be  allready  noble  men 
inough,  though  not  so  many  as  I  would  wishe,  able  tor  be  Lord  ~ 
PresideAtes,  and  wise  men  inough,  for  the  Mint.  And  as  un- 
meete  a  thing  it  is  for  Bishops  to  be  Lord  Presidentes^or  Priestes 
to  be  Minters,  as  it  was  for  the  Corinthians  to  pleade  matters  of 
variaunce  before  heathen  judges."  folio  17  b. 

VOL.   II.  G   G 
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the  clerical  officers,  was  in  all  probability  a  vulgar 
prejudice,  occasioned  by  the  part  which  Parson 
Brooke,  the  Comptroller,  had  taken  in  the  last  and 
worst  Coinage  of  Henry  VIII.b  The  principal 
officers  of  the  Mint  were,  at  this  time,  laymen, 
and  some  of  them  were  soon  after  this  convicted  of 
corrupting  the  Money  to  a  very  large  amount.  Of 
these  Sir  William  Sharington  was  the  chief.  He 
was  indicted  before  the  Lord  Mayor  on  the  14th  of 
February,  in  this  year,  and,  upon  bis  own  confes- 
sion, convicted  of  having,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
King,  counterfeited  in  the  Mint  at  Bristol  twelve 
thousand  pounds  of  Coins  resembling  the  Testons, 
of  his  own  authority,  without  any  warrant  from  the 
King,  and  against  his  royal  prohibition  delivered  to 
him ;  and  also  of  having  defrauded  the  King  in. 
clippings  and  shearings  of  the  Coin,  making  thereby 
the  same  too  light,  and  converting  the  same  to  his 
own  profit,  to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  pounds 
at  the  least ;  and  also  of  having  from  time  to  time 
falsified  the  indentures  and  books.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  sum  which  he  had  defrauded  the 
King  of  by  these  means  he  was  unable  to  declare,, 
but  confessed  that  all  he  had  was  not  able  to  make 
recompence  to  the  King.  He  was  therefore  attainted 
of  treason,"  and  all  his  lands,  &c.  forfeited;  and  the 
attainder  and  forfeiture  were  confirmed  by  Act  of 
Parliament c.     This   counterfeiting  of  the  Money 

b  See  under  the  year  1545,  note1. 

c  Statute  2  and  3  E.  VI.  chap.  17.  RastalK  He  received  a 
pardon  under  the  great  seal  in  the  3d  of  E.  VI. ;  and  was  after- 
wards restored  in  blood  by  an  Act  passed  3d  and  4th  E.  VI. 
chap.  13. 
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Was  supposed  to  have  been  done  at  the  instigation 
Of  the  King's  uncle,  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  the  Lord  x 
Admiral,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  traitorous 
designs  d. 

According  to  Bishop  Latimer  he  was  truly  penitent  for  the 
crime  which  he  had  committed.  The  Bishop,  in  a  Sermon  before 
the  King,  in  the  year  1550,  after  mentioning  some  instances  of 
private  restitution  which  had  been  made  by  persons  who  had 
heard  his  discourse  on  that  subject,  says,  "  Some  examples  hath 
ben  of  open  restitution,  and  glad  may  he  be  that.  God  was  so 
frendly  unto  him  to  bring  him  unto  it  in  this  worlde.  I  am  not 
afrayd  to  name  him.  It  was  master  Sherington,  an  honest  gen- 
tilman  and  one  that  God  loveth.  He  openly  confessed  that  he 
had  deceyued  the  King,  and  hee  made  open  restitution.  Oh 
what  argument  may  he  haue  against  the  deuill,  when  he  shall 
moue  hym  to  desperation.  God  brought  this  out  to  his  amende* 
ment.  It  is  a  token  that  he  is'  a  chosen  man  of  God,  and  one  of 
his  elected."  [Frutefull  Sermons  by  Mr.  Hugh  Latimer,  4to, 
1575,  folio  115.] 

d  State  Trials,  vol.  VII.  col.  4.  The  23d  and  24th  articles 
which  were  exhibited  against  Sir  Thomas  Seymour  relate  to 
these  practices  in  the  Mint  at  Bristol,  and  his  confederating  with 
Sir  William  Sharington,  by  whose  means  he  had  gotten  that 
Mint  to  be  his  wholly,,  and  only  to  serve  his  purposes.  It  is 
observable  that  when  Seymour  had  made  answer  to  the  first  three 
of  the  articles  brought  against  him,  he  suddenly  stopped,  and  re* 
fused  to  enter  further  into  his  defence,  so  that  the  two  articles 
above-mentioned  were  tacitly  admitted  by  him.  [Slate  Trials, 
vol.  VII.  col.  5.] 

In  the  articles  which  were  laid  to  his  charge  before  the 
Council,  he  was  accused  of  having  commanded  Alchymy  and  Mult- 
iplication to  be  practised,  thereby  to  abase  the  King's  Coin. 
[Burnet,  Hist,  of  Reformation,  vol.  II.  Records,  p.  173.]  This 
ridiculous  charge  was  not  brought  forward  at  his  trial. 

Lord  Rich  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  in  a  speech  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  London,  at  Ely  House,  ac- 
cused the.  Protector,  amongst  other  things,  of  having  erected  a 
J^int  at  Durham  Place  for  his  own  private  advantage.     [Dug- 
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These  transactions  are  no  doubt  alluded  to  in  the 
general  pardon  which  passed  in  the  2d  and  3d  years 
of  the  King,  from  which  are  excepted  not  only  all 
offences  against  the  Money,  but  likewise  others  con- 
cerning any  accounts  or  books  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Minte. 

A  Proclamation  (which  is  without  date,  but 
which  I  presume  was  issued  about  this  time,  as  it 
seems  to  be  referred  to  in  another  of  the  24th  of  Ja- 
nuary in  this  year),  recited  the  provisions  of  a  pre- 
ceding one  in  the  year  1547,  by  which  the  currency 
of  Testons  from  the  last  day  of  December  following 
was  forbidden.  It  then  ordained  that  the  time 
should  be  enlarged  to  the  1st  of  May,  on  account  of 
the  great  number  of  the  Testons,  and  of  the  advan- 
tage which  had  been  taken  of  the  poor  for  the  ex- 
change of  them.  Until  that  day  the  Testons  were 
to  be  current  as  if  the  former  Proclamation  had  not 
been  made,  but  after  that  time  they  were  to  be  re- 
ceived as  Bullion  only,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  that  ordinance.  And  all  persons  were  exhorted  to 
bring  them  by  degrees  tothe  Mint  previous  to  the  day 
on  which  they  were  to  cease  to  be  current.     And  to 

dale's  Baronage,  vol.  II.  p.  363.]   This  charge  also  was  not  urged 
against  him  at  his  trial,  and  therefore  was  probably  unfounded 

-The  author  of  the  Anecdotes  of  Painting  [vol.  I.  p.  205]  says, 
with  great  self-complacency,  "It  has  never  been  observed,  but  f 
suppose  the  lightness  which  is  remarked  in  the  Coins  of  Edward 
VI.  was  owing  to  the  embezzlements  of  this  person"  [i.  e.  Sha-, 
rington]  Had  he  been  aware  that  there  were,  at  this  time,  five, 
Mints  worked  in  the  Kingdom,  he  would  not  have  supposed  that 
mal-practices  in  one  of  them  could  have  occasioned  a  genera* 
corruption  of  the  Coins. 

*  Statute  2  and  3  Edr  VI.  chap.  39.     Rastall 


EDWARD   VI.  453 

prevent  the  advantage  which  had  before  been  taken 
by  exacting  from  the  poor  for  the  exchange  of  Tes- 
tons, it  was  ordered  that  no  person  should  take 
more  than  two  pence  for  the  exchange  of  every 
Pound  or  twenty  Shillings,  in  Testons,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  Money  so  given  in  exchange  for 
higher  gain.  And  all  persons  were  required  to  re^ 
ceive  the  sai  A  Testons,  of  his  Grace's  standard,  in 
like  manner  as  any  other  of  his  Coins.  And  all 
those  who  had  collected  Testons  at  a  less  rate^than 
their  current  value  were  commanded  not  to  issue 
the  same,  but  to  bring  them  to  the  King's  Mints  on 
p^iin  of  forfeiture f.  This  Proclamation  was  followed 
by  another  upon  the  24th  of  January,  for  the  valua- 
tion of  new  Coins  of  Gold  and  Silver.  It  first 
stated  the  intention  of  the  preceding  Proclamation, 
and  then  declared  that  his  Majesty,  in  order  to  make 
Money  more  plentiful,  had  caused  new  Coins  to  be 
made  at  the  following  values,  that  is  to  say  ; 

The  Sovereign  at  twenty  Shillings. 

The  Half,  or  Edward's  Royal,  at  ten  Shillings. 

The  Crown,  at  five  Shillings. 

The  Half  at  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence* 

Silver. 
The  Shilling  at  twelve  Pence. 
The  Half  Shilling  at  six  Pence. 

And  all  Groats,  then  current,  not  being  counter- 
feit, nor  clipped,  nor  fully  broken,  though  much 
cracked,  were  to' be  received  and  paid,  without  re- 
fusal, throughout  the  realm  &. 

f  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
g  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
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On,  the  11th  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  the  value 
of  Gold  Coins  was  fixed  hy  Proclamation  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates ; 

The  Angel  at  nine  Shillings  and  eight  Pence. 

The  Old  Riall  at  fourteen  Shillings  and  stK  Pence. 
*  The  New  Sovereign  at  twenty  Shillings. 

The  Crown  at  five  Shillings. 

And  the  Halves  of  these  at  the  same  proportional 
rate. 

Above  these  values  no  person  was  to  presume  to 
buy  or  to  sell  the  same,  on  pain  that  both  the 
buyer  and  the  seller  should  forfeit  the  Coins  so 
bought  or  sold,  and  ten  times  the  value  thereof, 
and  also  be  imprisoned  at  the  King's  pleasure.  The 
exportation  of  Money  was  likewise  forbidden  ;  as 
was  also  the  collecting  it  for  the  purpose  of  culling 
out  the  fine  and  heavy  Coins  in  order  to  melt  them, 
and  afterwards  to  circulate  the  lighter  and  less  fine 
ones  (a  practice  which  it  seems  was  then  becoming 
very  prevalent11)  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  them,  and 
of  imprisonment  at  the  King's  pleasure.  But  this 
was  not  to  extend'  to  those  who  sold  Coins  to  the 
King's  Mints. 

The  Proclamation  stated  further,  that  the  Tes- 
tons,  Shillings,  Groats,  &c.  had  of  late  been  counter- 
feited beyond  the  seas,  and  in  great  multitudes 
privily  brought  into  the  realm,  and  then  ordained 
that  all  persons  who  should  bring  such  Coins  into 
the  realm,  knowing  them  to  be  coined  beyond  the 

h  This  is  the  first  notice  that  I  hare  met  with  of  a  practice 
which  was  afterwards  carried  on  to  an  immense  extent,  during 
the  usurpation,  and  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  See  Violet's 
Tracts,  passim. 
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seas,  or  in  any  other  place  out  of  his  Majesty's 
Mints,  should  suffer  pain  of  death,  and  loss  of  all 
lands,  &c.  as  by  the  laws  of  the  land  counterfeiters 
of  the  King's  Coirf,  their  adherents,  fautors,  abetters, 
or  concealers,  had  been  wont  and  accustomed '. 

In  this  year  Sir  Edward  Bellingham,  Lord  Justice 
of  Ireland,  by  the  King's  command,  ordered  Money 
to  be  coined  in  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  where  a  Mint 
was  kept,  "  which,"  says  Hooker,  "  being  at  his 
-commandement,  he  was  the  better  able  to  do  good 
Service  to  his  Majestie,  and  to  the  benefit  of  that 
real  me."  But  after  a  while,  for  want  of  Bullion,  by 
little  and  little  the  work  decayed.  Whence  it  is 
inferred,  that  from  this  time  Mints  were  disconti- 
nued in  Ireland :  but,  according  to  Moryson,  u  the 
Irish  had  a  Mint  House  at  the  beginning  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign/' k 

•1549.  It  appears  from  a  Proclamation  which  is 
dated  upon  the  22d  of  May,  in  his  3d  year,  that  the 
Testons  were  not  brought  in  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  Proclamation  made  in  January  in  the  preced- 
ing year,  which  limited  their  currency  to  the  first  of 
May,  but  that  they  had  been  either  hoarded,  or  is- 
sued otherwise.  It  was  therefore  commanded  that 
they  should  be  no  longer  current,  but  should  be 
lawfully  refused  by  all  persons.  But,  nevertheless, 
that  all  sums  due  to  his  Majesty  should  be  received 
in  lawful  Testons,  at  twelve  pence  each,  until  the 

1  Proclamations  printed  by  Grafton,,  folio  30  b; 

k  Simon,  p.  34.  By  Hooker  he  means  the  author  of  a  Chro- 
nicle of  Ireland  which  was  printed  by  HolinshecL  Notwithstand- 
ing Moryson's  assertion,  there  is  no  proof  extant  that  the  Irish 
had  a  Mint  at  the  time  he  speaks  of. 
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1st  of  June  next  ensuing ;  and  after  that  time  should 
be  received  as  Bullion  in  his  Majesty's  Mints,  at  the 
same  rate  of  twelve  pence  for  every  piece,  until  the 
last  day  of  July.  All  persons  were  authorized  to 
buy  good  Testons  of  the  late  King's  Coin,  in  order 
to  bring  them  to  the  Mints,  provided  they  did  not 
buy  them  at  less  than  eleven  pence  halfpenny  the 
piece,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  they  should  buy  at  a 
lower  rate.  * 

His  Majesty's  Officers  and  Ministers  were  autho- 
rised to  receive  the  same  at  eleven  Pence  Halfpenny 
the  piece  during  the  months  of  June  and  July  only. 
After  that  time,  such  Testons  of  Henry  VIII.  were 
to  be  received  as  Bullion  only,  according  to  the  rate 
of  the  standard,  and  the  quantity  of  fine  Silver  con- 
tained therein  *. 

By  an  Indenture  of  this  year,  the  Coins  were 
somewhat  improved  with  respect  to  fineness,  but 
they  were  at  the  same  time  considerably  reduced  in 
weight.  The  pound  of  Gold  of  twenty-two  carats 
fine,  and  two  carats  allay,  was  to  be  coined  into 
thirty-four  pounds  by  tale,  into  Sovereigns  at  twenty 
Shillings  a  piece,  and  Crowns  at  five  Shillings,  with 
their  halves  respectively.  A  pound  weight  of  Silver 
of  six  ounces  fine,  and  six  ounces  allay,  was  to  be 
coined  into  seventy-two  Shillings,  which  were  to  go 
for  twelve  Pence  a  piece  by  tale  ;  of  which-the  Mer- 
chant, for  every  pound  weight  of  fine  Silver,  re- 
ceived three  Pounds  four  Shillings,  and  the  King 
above  four  Pounds  gain  m. 

1  Proclamation  in  the  library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries; 
«  Ix)wndes,  p.  46. 
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These  Shillings,  thus  reduced  ill  weighty  but  in 
some  small  degree  improved  in  fineness,  and  in  - 
their  outward  appearance,  are,  I  conceive,  those 
which  Bishop  Latimer  alluded  to  in  his  sermon  be- 
fore the  King,  which  gave  considerable  offence. 
"  We  have  now,"  said  he,  "  a  prety  little  Shillyng; 
indeed,  a  very  prety  one.  I  have  but  one  I  thynke 
in  my  purse,  and  the  last  day  I  had  put  it  away 
almost  for  ah  old  Grote,  and  so  I  trust  some  will 
take  them.  The  finesse  of  the  Silver  I  cannot  see, 
but  therin  is  printed  a  fine  sentence,  that  is,  Timor 
domini  Jons  vitae  8$  sapient  ice.  The  feare  of  the 
Lord  is  the  fountayne  of  lyfe  or  wisedome.  I  would 
God  this  sentence  were  alwayes  printed  in  the  hart 
of  the  King  in  chosing  hys  wyfe,  and  in  all  hy^ 
officers."0 

n  Latimer's  Sermons,  fol.  28.  This  passage  is  quoted  in 
Folkes's  Table,  p.  30,  and  is  there  conjectured  to  refer  to  a 
small  Shilling  of  fine  Silver  [i.  e.  1  ounce  2  pennyweights  only 
worse  than  the  old  standard]  with  the  date  154?,  [see  it  in  Plate 
IX.  No  6.]  and  this  chiefly  on  account  of  the  size,  and  of  what 
the  Bishop  says  respecting  the  fineness  of  the  Silver.  But  the 
Shilling  of  this  year  1549,  which  is  engraven  in  Plate  IX.  N*  9, 
is  very  little,  if  any  thing,  larger  in  volume  than  that  of  1547, 
the  fineness  of  which,  as  it  was  so  near  to  standard,  the  Bishop 
would  not  have  failed  to  discover,  and  would  have  given  that  its 
due  praise,  with  the  same  freedom  that  he  afterwards  censured 
the  baseness  of  the  Coins  which  were  uttered  in  this  year.  In- 
stead of  this  he  says  only,  the  fineness  of  the  Silver  I  cannot  see; 
which  words  are  peculiarly  applicable  to  a  Coinage,  the  standard 
of  which  was  no  more  than  one  half  fine.  Besides  this,  his  Sermon 
was  preached  in  1549,  when  he  would  scarcely  have  said  we  have 
now,  if  he  intended  the  Shilling  coined  two  years  before,  nor 
would  he  in  his  next  Sermon  have  called  it  ike  new  Styling.  As 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  Shilling  of  1547  (if  it  be  a  Shilling) 
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The  honest  freedom  with  which  Latimer  spoke  of 
this  Coin  gave  his  enemies  occasion  to  charge  him 
with  disloyalty  ;  for  in  another  Sermon  which  was 
preached  at  the  latter  end  of  the  same  month,  he 
•says,  **  Thus  they  burdened  me  ever  with  sedition. 
And  wot  ye  what  ?  1  chaunced  in  my  last  Sermon 
to  speake  a  mery  word  of  the  new  Shillyng  (to  re- 
fresh my  auditorie)  how  I  was  lyke  to  put  away  my 
new  Shillyng  for  an  olde  Groat.  I  was  herein  noted 
to  speake  seditiously.  Yet  I  can  comfort  myself  in 
one  thing,  that  I  am  not  alone,  and  that  I  have  a 

fellow a  companion  of  sedition,   and  wot  ye 

who  is  my  fellow  ?  Esay  the  Prophet,  I  spake  but 
of  a  litle  preaty  Shillyng,  but  he  speaketh  to  Hieru- 
salem  after  an  other  sort,  and  was  so  bold  as  to  med- 
dele  with  their  Coine.  Thou  proude,  thou  couetous, 
thou  hautie  Citie  of  Hierusajem.  Argentum  tuum 
versum  est  in  scoriam.  Thy  Silver  is  turned  into, 
what  ?  into  Testions  ?  Scoriam>  into  dross.  Ah 
•seditious  wretch  what  had  he  to  doe  with  the  Minte  ? 


was  ever  made  current,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  it 
was  only  a  pattern.  Mr.  Folkes  apprehends  it  to  have  been 
minted  for  a  Shilling,  notwithstanding  the  weight  5  and  says,  "  I 
have  seen  others  equally  light  and  nearly  of  the  same  weight  and 
goodness  -,  from  whence  I  have  been  apt  to  conclude,  that,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  very  base  Money,  there  was  a  liberty 
given  to  the  Masters  and  Workers  of  the  Mints,  either  by  com- 
mission, or  otherwise,  to  allow  for  the  weight  of  their  Money  by 
making  it  finer  for  beauty's  sake.  By  this  an  easy  solution  will 
be  given  of  some  difficulties,  that  are  otherwise  very  perplexing, 
about  the  weight  of  King  Edward's  Silver  Coins ;  and  indeed 
the  whole  appearance,  not  only  of  these  pieces  last  mentioned, 
but  of  some  others  also  coined  in  the  following  years,  does  ren- 
der such  a  supposition  highly  probable."  [Table  of  Silver  Coins, 
p.  29.] 
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Why  should  not  he  haue  left  that  matter  to  some 
master  of  polieie  to  reproue  ?  Thy  Siluer  is  drosse, 
it  is  not  fine,  it  is  counterfeit,  thy  Siluer  is  turned, 
thou  haddest  good  Silver.  What  pertained  that  to 
Esay.  Mary  he  espied  a  peece  of  diuinitie  in  that 
polysie,  he  threateneth  them  God's  vengeaunce  for  it. 

"  He  went  to  the  roote  of  the  matter,  which  was 
couetousnes.  He  espyed  two  pointes  in  it,  that 
either  it  came  of  couetousnes,  whiche  became  hym 
to  reprooue,  or  els  that  it  tended  to  the  hurte  of 
poore  people,  for  the  noughtynes  of  the  Silver  was 
the  occasion  of  dearthe  of  all  thynges  in  the  realme. 

€t  He  imputeth  it  to  them  as  a  great  crime.  He 
may  be  called  a  master  of  sedition  indeede.  Was 
not  this  a  seditious  harlot  to  tell  them  this  to  their 
beardes  ?  to  their  face  ?"  ° 

These  passages  show,  as  Mr.  Folkes  observes,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  both  the  Bishop's  own  senti- 
ments, and  in  all  probability  what  was  then  freely 
talked  abroad  also,  of  the  pernicious  consequences 
of  the  base  Money  p. 

In  this  year  a  reformation  of  the  Coins  was  pro- 
posed to  the  King,  together  with  many  other  expe- 
dients, for  the  welfare  of  his  kingdom,  by  William 
Thomas,  a  Clerk  of  the  Council.  As  his  letters 
contain  the  first  hint  which  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover respecting  the  necessity  of  adopting  that  im- 
portant measure,  I  have  transcribed  the  most  mate- 
rial parts  of  them  below  *i. 

o  Latimer's  Sermons,  folio  43  b.  and  44.  *     - 

P  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  p.  31  note  * 
.  q  "  Now  to  prove  that  your  Majesty's  subjects  want  their  most 
desire,  I  think  no  man  will  deny  that  Gold  and  Silver  are  the 
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On  the  4th  of  August  all  French  Crowns  of  the 

Sun,  being  of  just  standard,  fineness,  and  weight, 

#  were  ordered,  by  Proclamation,  to  be  current,  from 

sweetest  fruit  of  all  gain.  If  then  your  subjects  want  both  Gold 
aad  Silver,  how  Can  their  desire  be  quiet  ?  Perhaps  it  shall  be 
answered,  they  want  no  Money,  they  have  Silver  jn  a  kind,  and 
Gold  too,  though  they  show  it  not. 

"  For  the  Money  they  esteem  it  so  little,  that  they  will  employ 
it  to  great  disadvantage  rather  than  keep  it. 

"  As  for  Silver,  it  is  of  such  a  kind,  as  they  neither  esteem  it 
for  Silver,  nor  can/  without  great  loss,  use  it  for  Silver.  As  for 
Gold,  if  there  be  any  quantity  remaining  (as  some  men  think 
but  small)  it  cannot  come  to  light,  because  that  like  as  the  value 
of  our  Money  doth  daily  decay,  so  doth  the  Gold  increase  to  such 
value,  that  lying  still  it  amounteth  above  the  revenues  of  any 
land.  And  he  that  shall  live  twelve  months,  shall  see  that  an  old 
Angel  shall  in  value  and  estimation  want  little  of  twenty  Shillings 
of  our  current  Money,  if  provision  for  the  redress  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's Coin  be  not  had  the  rather.  Thus  in  mine  opinion  it  ap- 
peareth  that  the  people's  chiefest  desire  shall  kindle  (if  it  be  not 
already)  and  at  length  must  needs  burn.  For  most  commonly 
they  feel  not  smart  or  they  understand. 

"  And  the  more  plague  it  is  a  great  deal,  by  reason  that  not 
the  mean  people  only,  but  the  middle  sort  and  the  greatest  do 
suffer  for  this ;  each  man  in  his  kind.  Conclude  then,  that  of 
extreme  necessity,  this  Coin  must  be  reformed,  and  that  without 
delay."  [William  Thomas  to  King  Edward  VI.  touching  the  re- 
formation of  the  Coin.    Cotton  MSS.  Vespasian  D.  xviii.  p.  30.] 

In  a  subsequent  letter  he  says,  "  Whether  it  hath  made  your 
Majesty  rich  or  no  I  cannot  tell,  but  I  am  sure  the  Coinage  since 
the  first  beginning  hath  exacted  upon  your  subjects  already  above 
eight  Shillings  in  the  pound.  As  for  their  frivolle  reasons  that 
alledge  three  parts  of  the  four  through  the  realm  to  fare  the 
better  by  it,  I  will  not  say  that  either  they  understand  little  of 
policy,  or  else  they  would  be  glad  to  become  commoners  them- 
selves, but  this  1  dace  avow  there  is  not  one  of  an  hundred,  no 
not  one  of  an  hundred  thousand,  that  is  contented  with  this 
Coin/'     [Ut  sup.  p.  33.] 
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that  day,  at  seven  Shillings  of  the  lawful  Money  of 
the  realm,  upon  pain  of  imprisonment,  and  further 
punishment  at  his  Majesty's  pleasure'.  And  by 
another  Proclamation  of  the  1st  of  December  they 
were  reduced  to  six  Shillings  and  four  Pence;  the 
reduction  to  commence  from  the  last  day  of  that 
month,  after  which  time  they  were  not  to  be  tittered 
above  that  value  on  pain  of  forfeiture.  But  whoever 
would  bring  them  to  the  King's  Mints  before  that 
day  might  receive  seven  Shillings,  according  to  the 
valuation  in  the  last  Proclamation  •. 

1550.  It  appears  from  the  King's  Journal,  that 
in  his  fourth  year  articles  were  proposed  to  the  King 
of  Sweden,  by  which,  no  doubt,  it  was  expected 
that  a  considerable  supply  of  Bullion  would  be 
brought  iato  the  kingdom.  The  first  article  was, 
ft  If  the  King  of  Sweden  sent  Bullion,  he  should 
have  our  commodities,  and  pay  no  toll." 

The  second,  "  He  should  bring  Bullion  to  none 
other  Prince  V 

I  do  not  find  that  these  articles  were  accepted, 
nor  indeed  would  any  great  effect  have  been  pro- 
duced if  they  had,  for  Sweden  never  abounded  with 
the  precious  metals,  though  in  the  beginning  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  it  was  given  out,  that  the 
kingdom  was  full  of  mines  of  Gold,  and  only  wanted 
skill  and  industry  to  work  them  u.  This  attempt  to 
monopolize,  by  virtue  of  a  treaty,  the  most  valuable 
produce  of  a  country,  shows  how  little  the  princi- 
ples of  commerce  were  then  understood. 

r  Proclamations,  by  Grafton,  folio  89  b.      *  Id.  folio  99  b: 
*  Burnet's  Hist,  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  II.  Records,  p.  9. 
u  Id.  vol.  III.  j).  288. 
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The  old  standard  of  Gold,  that  is,  twenty-three 
carats  three  grains  and  a  half  fine,  and  half  a  grain 
allay,  was  in  this  year  restored  by  a  commission  di- 
rected to  Sir  Edmund  Peckham,  Knt.  High  Trea- 
surer, Sir  John  Yorke,  under  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  in 
Southwark,  Thomas  Fleetwood,  Esq.  Comptroller, 
William  Knight,  Assay  Master,  and  John  Germaine, 
Provost  of  the  Moniers,  and  to  all  other  workmen* 

A  pound  weight  of  this  Gold  was  coined  into 
twenty-eight  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  by  tale,  to 
wit,  into  Sovereigns  at  twenty-four  Shillings  apiece, 
and  Angels  at  eight  Shillings  each,  with  their  re- 
spective halves x. 

An  entry  in  the  King's  Journal,  dated  on  the 
eighth  of  July,  informs  us  that  the  Mint  .[*,  e.  the 
Irish  Mint]  was  to  be  set  to  work,  that  it  might 
coin  ,g£.24r000  a  year,  and  so  bear  all  the  charges 
in  Ireland  for  the  year,  and  =£.10,000  for  the 
King's  coffers  y.     By  an  Indenture  for  Ireland,  dated 

*  Lowndes,  p.  47.  The  names  of  the  Commissioners  are  co- 
pied ftrom  a  Collection  of  Indentures.    Lansdowne  MSS.  N°  745. 

r  Burnet's  Reformation,  vol.  If.  Records,  p.  14.  That  this 
was  an  intended  revival  of  the  Mint,  and  not  the  setting  to  work 
a  Mint  already  existing,  is  evident  from  the  following  entry  in 
the  books  of  the  Privy  Council : 

f<  At  Westminster  the  vni  day  of  July  1550.  For  as  much  as 
the  Kinges  Matlea  continual!  chardges  in  Irelande  did  drawe  the 
Coine  of  this  realme  awaye,  consideringe  moreovere  that  without 
erectinge  a  Minte  there,  those  charges  might  ill  be  borne  :  It 
was  not  only  agreed  that  the  Minte  should  be  sett  up  againe,lbut 
also  that  it  should  be  lett  out  to  farme  for  xij  monthes  at  these 
conditiones  followinge : 

"1.  Firste,  that  the  Kinges  Ma*te  sboutde  be  ^t  do  manner 
of  charges  great  nor  small. 
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August  the  9th,  Martyn  Pirn,  of>  London,  Esq.  was 
appointed  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  City  and  Castle 
of  Dublin.  He  was  to  coin  four  sorts  of  Silver 
pieces  in  that  Mint,  viz.  Groats,  worth  four  Pence 
sterling,  Half  Groats,  Pennies,  and  Half  Pennies, 
at  four  ounces  fine  and  eight  ounces  alloy.  The 
pound  to  be  made  into  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
Groats,  or  a  proportional  number  of  the  other 
pieces ;  according  to  which  the  Groat  would  weigh 
forty  grains,  and  the  pound  in  tale  would  be  forty- 
eight  Shillings. 

Indented  Trial-pieces,  of  the  standard  above-men- 
tioned, were  to  be  made :  one  part  to  remain  in  the 
Treasury,  the  other  with  Martin  Pirri,  to  try  the 
said  Monies  once  at  the  least  in  every  year,  and  as 
often  besides  as  his  Majesty  or  Council  should  think 
convenient  at  the  making  of  the  assays  before  his 
Highness  or  his  Council  at  Westminster,  or  else- 
where it  should  please  his  Highness  to  appoint. 

The  remedy  to  be  three  pennyweights  in  the 
pound. 

Two  Shillings,  or  more,  or  less,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Master  and  Comptroller,  to  be  taken  out  of 
every  hundred  weight   of  Silver   for  the  assay  at 

"2.  Item,  that  the  Kinges  Highnes  shall  have  xiijs.  iujd, 
cleare  of  every  pound  weight  that  shall  be  coyned. 

*'  3.  Item,  that  they  shall  coyne  no  manner  of  Bolloyne  either 
of  this  realme,  or  of  Ireland,  but  to  provide  it  in  other*  countries. 

"  4.  Item,  that  they  shall  advaunce  at  the  leaste  by  this  meane 
the  some  of  xxiiiJM  poundes  to  the  Kinges  Matie  within  thes  xijs 
monthes. 

"5.  That  the  Kinge  shall  appointe  aM'  of  the  Saies  and  a 
Comptroller  to  be  paide  at  the  farmores  charges.*'  Archceologia, 
vol.XVIU.p.  137- 
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Westminster ;  and  the  assay  to  .be  made  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  the  Master,  Comptroller,  and  Assay  Master. 

The  Master,  to.  bave  .all  profits,  and  to  .pay  to  the 
King  thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence  for  every 
pound  coined ;  and  to  coin  in  one  year  (the  term 
for  which  he  was  appointed)  as  much  Bullion,  as 
should  amount  to  ^£.34,900,  or  more.  The  Bullion 
to  be  purchased  in  parts  beyond  the  seas,  and  not  in 
England  or  Ireland*.  

It  is,  however;  doubtful  whether  this  Lod^ntwe 
were  ever  carried  into  execution.  Simon  says,  "w.hat 
stamp  and  inscription  these  Coins  bore  I  cannot  tell; 
I  find  it  no  where  recorded,  and  have  not  had,  as 
yet,  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  any  of  thena;"* 
and  a  MS  note  at  the  end  of  that  copy  of  the  instru- 
ment which  is  in  the  Cotton  Collection,  remarks 
that  the  original  was  cancelled. 

On. the  lot h  of  October  following,  it  was  agreed 
that  York,  Master  of  one  of  the  Mints  at  the  Tower, 
should  make  his  bargain  with  the  King,  viz.  to 
take  the  profit  of  Silver  arising  of  Bullion  that  he 
Jnmself  brought,  to  pay  all  the  King's  debts,  to  the 
surj^of^?^pt000,  or  above,  and  remain  account- 
able for  the  overplus,  paying  no  more  but  six  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence  the  ounce,  till  the  exchange 
were  equal  in  Flanders,  and  after,  six  Shillings  and 
two  Pence.  Also,  that  he  should  declare  all  his 
bargains  to  any  that  should  be  appointed  to  oversee 
him,  and  leave  off  when  the  King  would :  for  which 
Xhe  King  was  to  give  him  ^.15,000  in  Prest,  and 


*  Cotton  MSS.  Otho  E.  x  folio  186. 
a  Irwh  Coins,  p.  35. 
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lqave  to;  fcarry  ££.8060  over  sea  itci  abase  the  ex- 
change b. 

These  are  the  King's  own  words;  brat  a  partofrthe 
entry  is  not  very  clearly  expressed,  nor  is  it  easy  to  . 
understand  in  what  way  the  exportation  of  ^.8000 
could  have  the  effect  of  abasing  the  exchange.     . 

1551.  In  March  following,  it  seems  there  was  a 
considerable  loss  incurred  by  Silver  which  was  pur- 
chased For  the  Mint.  It  is  thus  obscurely  stated  by 
the, King,  in  his  Journal,  under  the  date  of  the  first 
of  this  month  :  "  Sir  John  Yorke  made  a  great  loss 
about  3000  pound  weight  of  Silver,  by  treason  of , 
English  men  j  which  he  brought  for  provision  of  the 
Mints.  Also  J.udd  1500,  and  also  Tresham  500 ; 
so  the  whole  came  to4Q00  pounds0. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  the  following  remarkable 
entry  occurs  in  the  same  Journal :  "  Also  it  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  20,000  pound  weight  for  necessity 
somewhat  baser,  to  get  gains  ^.1 60, 000  clear,  by 
which  the  debt  of  the  realm  might  be  paid,  the, 
country  defended  from  any  sudden  attempt,  and  the 

COIN  AJflENDEJ>."d 

Absurd  as  it  may  seem  to  prepare  for  the  expense 
of  a  future  amendment  of  . the .  Coi ns,  by  abasing 
them  in  the  present  time,  yet  such  was  undoubtedly 
the  intention  of  this  plan,  as  puty.be  seen  in  another 
extract  from  the  Journa],  under  the  30th  of  May 
in  this  year*  , 

On  the  30th  of  April,  a  Proclamation  was  issued, 
stating  that  King  Henry  VIII.  had,  on  account  of 

9 

t>  Burnet'e  HUt.  Ref<?nii,  vol  II.  p.  18. 

c  Burnet's  Hist,  of  Reformation,,  vol.  H.  Records,  p.  20.  ^ 

<*  Id.  p.  92. 
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wass  v  dabnaaft  tfee  Coins,  and  had?  set  fort**'  to 
be  current  amongst  his  subjects  Testons  at  twelve 
Pfenoe,  and  Gwefts  equally  base  at  four  Pence ;  and 
that/bis  present  Majeaty,  peootivingrthat  web  Coi» 
were,  >y  reason  uf  their  bafeneta*  counterfeited 
botb  abroad  and  afchotne*  bad*  catlted  othe*  Grins, 
denominated  'likewise  ShrtHttgs  and'  Groats  to  be 
made  of  theivafaeof  twelve  Pence  and  four  Pence: 
And  it  having  appeared  that  those  Shillings' and 
Greats  were  also  oowrterfeited,  by  persons  whb  used 
soth  coanterfeits  in  )buying»  up  victuals  and  merchan- 
dize; tgtriag  they  cared  not  what  for  the  same/ to 
t be  g»c*fc  enhancement  of  the*  price  of  all  t Wags  5 
Hit  Majesty,  therefore*  considering  what  great  bene- 
fit, commodity,-  and  reputation,  wttttM  arise  -from 
the -amendment  of  sufch*  Coins,  if  they  were  brought 
to  such  a  fineness  as  should  make  the*  -same  certain, 
as  they  were  in  times*  past,  had  determined  to  're- 
form ibe  same.    But  as  it  was  necessity  first  to*rate 
the  said- Coins,  made 'both  by  his  Majesty  and  die 
King  his  Father,- at  a  value  more  near  *totfee<good- 
ness  and  fineness   of  the  same,  It  wis  therefore 
ordained,  ^hat  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  August 
netff  enduing*  the  Shillings  and  Groats  coined-  by 
his  Majesty*  should  be  current,  within  the  Reahn 
of  England,  the  Town  of  Calais,  and  Marches  of 
the  same,  at  no  more  than  nine  Pence  and  three 
Pence  respectively,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  and  impri- 
sonment, with  a  further  fine  at  his  Majesty's  plea- 


sure f. 


*  The  Coins  of  Henry  VIII.  are"  not  mentioned  here,  nor  in 
any  subsequent  part  of  this  Proclamation. 
f  Proclamation  in  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  Library.    Ac- 
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On  tfae  nth  of  May,  m&kaat  Proclamation  de* 
dared  hi^Majesty's  determination,  tor  proceed  in  the 
restoration  of  the  fineness  of  his  tCohur,  for  whirife 
aH  his  good  subjects  had  of  late/ tur  it  were/- with 
grtfemngs  longed.  This  declaration  was  jHad&ikr 
explanation  erf  the  ferities  Frociar&atitftt,  andvto 
prevent  the  farther  inendasg  of  prices/  which  had 
ridem  immediately  upott  its  being  issued *;  -^r 

This  determination,  however,:  went,  at  present; 
no  further  than  to  the  stopping-  about  one  haHtof 
the  Command  which  had  been  given  that  ££i6*^ta& 
should  be  coined  of  three  ounces  in  the  pound  ftnej 
for  #bfc  discharge  of  debts;  and  to  get  some  treasure 
to  be  able  to  alter  all.  That  was  now  stopped, 
satfrig  only  ^£80,000  to  discharge  the  KingVdebts, 
and  10,000  Mark  weight  that  the  Foulacre  delivered5 
in  the  last  exchange*  at  four  ounces  in  the  pound  h. 

According  to  this,  £  commission  was  granted  to 
Sir  Edmund  Peck  ham,  (and  to  the  other  officers* 
who  were  joint  commissioners  with  him  'in  1590 
for  the  alteration  of  tbe  Gold  Coins,)  by  fehkh  thtf 
pound  weight  of  Silver,  of  three  ounces  iine  and 
nine  fcunces  allay,  was 'coined  into  sevdtt*y**£wo 
Shillings  at  twelve  Pence  a  piece;  and 'the  Mer- 
chant received' for  every  ounce  of  fine  Silvery  «4iich 
he  should  bring  to  the  Mint,  ten I  Shilling*  ^fr^cta 

cording  to  the  King's  Journal  [page  23]  this  .was  not  issued  until 
the  6th  of  the  next  month .  But  his  Majesty,  I  suspect,  was  not 
very  accurate  in  his  dates,  and  frequently  appears  to  have  written 
from  memory,  at  some  distance  of  time  from  the  event  which  he 

recorded. 

g  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
h  King's  Journal,  p.  24,  May  30&. 

H   H   2 
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tight  Shiilintfa'./ijtH   ru*.  t>iiE    :\    im  r,r    ii:ri.  * 

akSuU*  he<imde/tfj^  tto  jpoiataraft  ^.fe^^  in 

,i«  entered  ib : .  tbte  HMg'fe  JpunM&  upw  *bfl  17*1^ 

?a3W  rygp  the  f ftwg!*i£haflg**; :iai* fartiflqifcwwbrfct 

je«U»jMKlJfer»ick^  it  ww  £grte*),f  upon  4fre?£$th 

oft*he >*eme  ^no*fehy  o*b*t  tarid*  *h*  { <fefc  J  *f  £fe 

tbree/onnctsj  fibe^  nine)  of  iliay  ;>W(if6Q0O>fPWd 
Jifeight  ahojuki  bfc^nsdi  if*  ty  ttadtfajrd  *<*f>  &&& 

<  ^hc  boglh  tof  time  fwkiohvwjLs^allpwedntby)*^ 
Proclamation  of  the  30th  of  April,  before  the  Shil- 
lings !and  Groats  Wete  tb'be  reduced  in  theii^cfft^nt 
Yalu^  having  taeit  fu»pd  to  ., produce  ta,great'iiJ- 
tnitfe  4Ui  th#  price*  pf  aJKtlMi^  ,apa&ei;  jfcyfojqp- 
tkm  vrtia >i$6oeA  in  June*  by  which  tit  watu&afti- 
matided,  that  thfey  ahfculd  immediately  he  current 
at  nq  more  than  nine  pence  arid  three  Pence  respec- 
tiy^y*  uudejr  ,  the  pities  .cwtained  in  /..the  :^id 
jprodAmatimkofiAbe^tteo^Apil^.n)     ri   ^  n 

,  \  Kind's  Jqurna),  p.  24.    The  Statutes  which  were  enforced 
w,«ge  of  Jjie  3d  of  Henr|  YJI.  ar\d  of  Richarji  II.  and  respected 

th*  SPW^W  ^  Bullion,  MP&}  fftfi*  .^ofpSP-    Pftoda- 
matipn  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.] 

lid.  p.  £5,  ■         r      ' 

»  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
The  date  of  the  day  of  the  month  is  omitted.    The  King'*  Jour- 


\ 
\ 
\ 
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wfeclv  fimt^eitfedoth^Stdlu^y f«ftfStti>>E(bf awl  If L 
17th  Richard  II.  and  4th  Henry,1  WaMHfchrffp*- 
fcttfe  *heWltif$ghtf*©#riso^  ; 

^ftd  thetf  stfet^thatf«be  Jiirtg»>ho^tttPhfcghmti«*, 
tfirfitmihed  tfce>e*h*e  ^  h&  Mtette^byiievittdJPro- 
cWnatiehr^,  w  ewte*  ta<redilW  ttriT^r|W^Bs^oah 
*nd  Mhrts  te4krtita#*ij^ 

honour,  the  benefit  of  his  subjects,  and  .-•  th£  saxak~ 
todfcfttestfth  of the  Rc^im,  andg»diir  iiis  Bfenpmfcns. 
Ttiittio  withstanding  4h*  StMu*erKf&fanaid£j8ltf 
hk  ?  Mqteijty  V<  grafeisni  pttflpQfte^  cos  absveartfeted, 
differs  iiisa^bjfei^ldbjgi<i»df  ^ipetes^tUy^i^lJai&jU-* 
smiths  -M  others*  ^iA<i  molten^  a&diiduhdiitty'JGndt, 
tfe^  cilrrent  M^^ys  to  th©!greatdh*#Vj&c.^fr4te 
commonwealth,  and  to  tbe^greatiiburabnittgiiaad 
atter  uiadoiogoft  divet &iatwi  noanyofrtl^saiditiffeQ- 

signed,  and  that  it  was  devised,  that  it  should  oe  proclaimed  in 
alt  places  D^the  i^'feitf^Uft  ufaa£ '  ^uftW'jj!  9&?  ;ahd 
fMbM*'  fears'  Wa*  tf  fcne«  i$eh  -  tlte  &witft> 'AWftl&Mlafhte  4ttdtitti. 
[Journal,/ p.  ©7-3  jStadeiptdsa-gorl*  tht  afe»B^tete«|*rhf  t*a$*, 

-  QO  thej^of  J^y,  the  ^V^imffiF^df^ffl)  ^BS&fl^* 
and  fourty  daye  after  another  fourth  part :  so,  that  the  whole 
nation  was  thereby  robbed  of  half  of  their  s,tock.  [English 
SAiisoiVpage^fg: J  ^aVn^dosef vK^on^^h^^fiiig^Hftis : 
"The  King's  Coun&kMMftdtt  Aejapifl^mbttstd^i.uaUity.wfere 
either  to  let  it  .continue  in  that  state,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  state  of  the  nation,  or  to  reduce  it  to  a  jiM  standard  ;  so  ou 
author  condemns  {hem  for Icofrectingf  wWt^hey  found  amiss. 
[Hist,  of  the  ftelformatioii/iifi:'!^  Aftpeikfi;  ^krt 111  p.  364 .] 
But  I  apprehend  that  Skn^er^V'ottectiofi  Wlisto  tiie^  nianriet  in 
which  the  measure  was  earned  into  execution,  by  which  the  bur- 
den was  borne  by  individuals,  instead  of  being  laid  Won  the 
nation  at  large. 


our 
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cfers,  if  his  Majesty  should  use  and  extend  the 
rigour  and.  extremity  of  his  laws  against  them; 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  execute  and  do,  if  by 
their  unlawful  doings  he  should  be  further  moved 
and* occasioned  thereto.  He  therefore  forbade  the 
melting  of  any  Coin  of  Silver  current  within  the 
Realm,  to  make  vessel,  plate,  or  any  other  thing} 
upon  pain  to  forfeit  and  lose  to  his  Highness' four 
times  the  value  of  the  Money  so  molten,  and  fur- 
ther to  suffer  imprisonment  and  other  punishment 
at  his  will  and  pleasure11. 

The  bringing  down  the  value  of  the  Money  had 
caused  so  gneat  an  alarm,  and  such  various  rumours 
were  spread  concerning  it,  that  it  was  found  neces~. 
sary  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  them.  It  was 
accordingly  declared  by  Proclamation,  on  the  1 8th 
of  July,  that  the  King,  upon  the  publishing  of  the 
last  .Proclamation  for  the  abasing  of  the  Shilling  to 
nine  Pence,  was  minded  to  have  brought  his  Coin 
to  ?  more  perfection  of  fineness  than  it  was,  and  so 
frpm  time  to  time  to  have  amended  it,  as  in  very 
deed  it  was  his  purpose  to  do,  with  all  the  speed 
that  might  be.  But  that  it  was  come  to  pass,  that, 
by  spreading  of  false  and  untrue  rjumours,  the  prices 
of  al|  tyinga  were  grown  excessively,  by  reason  that 
certain  lewd  persons,  of  their  own  light  heads,  had 
imagined,  that  because  his  Highness  had  somewhat 
abated  the  value  of  his  said  Coin,  therefore  fie 
should  yet  more  abate  it,  wherefore  people,  on  ac-. 
count  of  that  rumour,  would  rather  keep  their  meat 

u  This  has  no  date  of  the  month,  but  in  the  Collection  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  it  is  placed  immediately  before  that  of  t)i£ 
18th  of  July, 
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and  victuals  than  bring  them  to  market,  fearing 
theip  |pss  in  the  fall  of  the  Money,  thereof  fotto^red 
a  scarcity  in  the  market.  And  as ,  this  .  greedy 
restraining  of  them  who  had,  plentifully,  had  bred 
the  plague  of  Qo$  upgn  Uiecn,  both  for  their  light 
credit  and  for  their  insatiable  covetousness, '  as  in 
the  death  of  a  number  of  them  had  of  late  been  seen, 
so  the  King  .forbade,  after  the  publication  of  the 
Proclamation,  all  his  subject^  to  invent,  speak,  mut- 
ter, or  devise  any  manner  of  tale,  news,  pr  report, 
either  touching  the  abasing  of  the  said  Coin,  or  that 
in  any  manner  of  wise  might  sound  either  to  t;he 
dishonour  of  his  Majesty's  person,  of  the  defacing 
of  his  Highness's  proceedings,  or  of  his  Council,  or 
to  the.  disquieting  of  his  subjects,  on  pain  of  six 
months  imprisonment,  and  guch  fine  to  his  Majesty's 
use  as  should  be 'thought  teeet  by  the  Justices  cff 
the  Peace  in  the  county  whefe  the  oflerice  might  be 
committed,  if  the  offender  should  be  able  to  pay  it 
immediately  before  his  delivery,  but  if  not  able, 
then  he  should  be  put  on  the  pillory,  and  one?  pf 
bis  ears  to  be  cut  off,  or  both,  if  the  grievousness 
of  his  offence  should  seem  to  the  justices,  &c.  or 
other  officers,  so  to  require.  It  was  further  ordained, 
that  he  who  should  hear  sddh  tale,*&c.  and  trot  \vA- 
mediately  reveal  it  to  sbrnie  justice^  &c.  shotlld  ihcuV 
no  less  pain  than  the  first  offender;  and  tliat'the 
like  punishment  should  be  inflicted  upon  the  justice 
of  the  peace,  or  other  officer,  to  whotn  the  accusa- 
tion should  be  given,  in  case  that,  \ip6ti  tfte''tKilt: 
thereof,  he  should  hot  put  the  effect  of  tlte  iProcla- 
mation  in  execution  epon*  the,  offenders*;  ^nd>  that 
the  accuser  of  #uch  officer  should  be  rewarded,*  at 
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tfee  KipgV  hands,  rfor  the  utteptogt  and  .declaration 
qf  the  ofljcerVfaijlt  iq,  not  executing  hia  charge  in 
such  sort  as  they  xhoiiJc[,  have  good  cause  another 

thn^  to  watch  for>h^ljke°.  •  ♦  ,  • 
;  Xbe  ^verity  of  ctbis  Proclf pi^tipnis  the  mo^rJce- 
ipaxkable,Mas.  it  app^r*,,  rfrow  the  King!*  Journal, 
^jlkinjess  than  one  4i¥>i4h  from  the  date  of  it,  jhe 
current  .value  of  th£  t^e^Coins  \yas  stiil  farther 
a  diminished ;  the  Testourn  being  cried  down  from 
nine  Pence 'to  *  six  -  Fense, -the  Groat  from  thi%e 
Penile  to  two  P&ice,  the  Two-pence  to  one  Penny, 
the  Psni^y  tp  a^  Halfpenny,  the  Halfpenny  to  a 
?*pthipgi  *&p»pi  which  proye*  that  the  people  had 
buttoooiucfa  cause  for  alarm*  * 

-Cowpfct,  in  his  Chronicle,  ha»  given  a  melancholy 
description  of  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  from  these 
alterations  in  Jhe  value  of  Jjie  CJoips,  fpf-  t;behr  sub- 
ft^c^  lay  chiefly  in  tbat<kindt«of  Monejr,  whereas 
**>the*  richer  softey  partdy  fey  'tamdfchip*  iHrtfct^ 
standing  tlte  thmg'fctefofe  hattde,^dyd  put  that  'kltidfe 
pjjf  ^o'ney  away ;  1  p^rtely,  knowing  the  ba§eqe^e  of 
tiis  ;£Qypef!(kep%  m^Hoxe  ju>pe  JiuJ  ?gpod  GoWe^ittl 
okte>Syltte*v  that  would  not  bfryng  anye  lesse.^ft  >&*  > 

-3fii  ftoDlawmtton.  i»i%  Library  si  the  Society  ofAjftHputsietf. 
7dJ?.^naeCs  History  x>£  the  Refotmartion,  «o).  II.  itaronfe,  *p: 
Site  Tvhase  jaever  met  wit}*  the  fVoelama^ioa  for  thissecftod 
abasing  of  the  Coins.  It  is  notfend  in  the  Chronicles  4f  Fabian* 
HftHcAcd*  and  Stow*  The  smaller  pkfces,  uflderthe  G#oat,  are 
Mfiriftr^iaiitttiiinicii»eniuiaedj;t.  Isftpes«Lbie  tkat*bey*fe0ultl 
l^l^ivh^^l'eiitipedinJiraluebefpi'e?  .  .* 

% '_  ^  Tthfethir4  f afit-of  JUanqv&tls  Cbraaiele  waS-writtea  by  TJio- 
ujsftc  IBom^qti  ;jafte*HWCd  jiitbop  of  Winchester.  Nieolsoa's 
fi^is&tf&tgrifal.  Mbrary,  p.  71.  The  extract  above  id  frota 
p#§  Sfel?  S^mc  idea  of  .the  loss  which  many  persons  mttaiitnl 


by  the  second  Proclam$ttipp,  on  the  17th  of  August 

*        ';  •'  •'  "allowing,  "ieife/ii.  'ttt  of  Jh.%*.  iftridTW  a 
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A  t>n  tKe'Sth  of  S^t^iBe^  h  kpp^rSHisft  tlfc&tlSe 
«>f  fhe'Xfcinage -ftai  tiKeri '  irffo  Considerate:  *  )k 
note of  it  1s*thiirf  enterefl  ih  the King's  Journal  j190 
"  Deliberation  touching 'the"' 'Coin  V  Methottfii 
atfni,  that there* were' dive'rs%fadaaW;!~riffie  otn^ 
fine;  a  few  eight!oancesBne,'as'H!  d  fttar,,ibe*aiitsl 
although  thai:  was  fine;  yet  a  SHillirig^as  rfe(fkofl^a 

for  two  Shillings*';"  sfc 'dances;  tei^'niiury'ftjtfr 

'.'•'•    '»••*.>-      *   .  ,<"■    <■■;*  .t$  i    ..•*..   .  .yjtU  nrtTM! 

may  be  formed  fromthe  following  fetfts  vA  College  Apsii  by^fe* 
iirM  Proc^atipn,  .dated;  Jujy  t9,  ,^%fclfc$^t  tf  ^^ 
to.  lid. :  and" 
immediately  following 

fourth  and  a  third  part  ot  every  ork'icteMn  Wt&nlbH^fltysl 
[Fleet  wood,  £hronicon  Pretmoelfc  p.  4&}l  Frqi&airtaoocOntfxrf 
t^q  Money  w^ch  was.  raisod  by^sajeof  fhe*  ejfectSvOf  Alica^tjkn, 
Thomas  Morsby,  and  others,  who  we$e  exe^uted„for  Jthe  murdex 
of.  Thomas  Arden,  it  appears  that  there  were  lost  by  the  abasing, 
or  fell  of  the  Money,  6t>  Younxfe.  *  [Jacob's  Hist.  oFFaVeVsTiam* 
Append!*,  NoViAi  p.  SC&]  In  short,  the  Vhole  6f  Uhfc -f>ft** 
<&e£i#g  .was  ?  sa  iinpopula^  thafr  whew  Home,  Iteaa  of» :  Dugfctytf, 
declared  a  £eqret  conspiracy  of  pie  J£arl  of  .Westmorland  Jp 
1552,  he  accused  him  of  an  intention  to  make  a  proclamation 
for  the  bringing  up  of  the  Coin,  to  please  the  people,  because  be 
itttlthein  grddge  atth^fall.  fKro^s  Journalfip.  %9.J W&iiigi 
Officers,  feseams,  made  undue  advatitage^fjche  aUevnanrf^wltidh 
was  granted  to  them  upon  the  fall  of  Money.  Whaley,  Receiver 
of  Yoikshwcw  confessed  that  he  borrowed  diarera  aucus  of  > Money 
for  that  purpose,  for  which  he  had  allowance,  andahat  to  gained 
^500  at  one  crying  down,  the  whole,  sum  being  jfi&OGD  and 
abo^/l  [King's  Journal,  p.  50.]  %    ^    •>: -i 

x  froco  these  words  Mr.  Fotkea  collects;  "That  besi&a  -the 
Mnnins  of  four  ouacesriine,  six  ounces  fine,  and  three  ounces 
fine,  which  are  all  that  are  mentioned  in  the  Indentures  and 
Commissions  that  we  know  of,  there  were  also  same  others  of 
eight  ounces  fine,  and  nine  ounces  fine;  and  that  in  the  Moneys 
of  eight  nonces  "fine  in  particular,  one  Shilling  was  t>f>  no  &§ffife 
wetae  than  another  of  only  four  otfrices'  fine;  attiring  ?t#  only 
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ounces,;  nmuy  alao  thiee  0uoqe%  ^lgQjOpO  now 
of. lute.  Whe?wpOtt  agr^dtbat^e.T^ltoum  fciqg 
called,  to  .six  ilfcnoe,  four  with  help  pf f  six  #bpul4 
make  ten  fine;  eight  fine  wjth  help  pf  oioe,  being 
fewer ihan  those  oft<eighi» .  sfeoald  m^ke  tea  oupfies 
floe,  ^the  two  ounces  pf.  aj&y  should  quit  tbp  charges 
of*M*attng;  aftdithose  of  three;  P^nce  being  b^t  fyp, 
should  (be  turned  too  standard  of  four  pf  Farthipg^ 
and.  Halfpence,  and  Pepof,  for  to  serve  for  the  poor 
people,  because  the  merchants  made  no  exchange 
of  ,it,  and  the  sum  was  not  great  Also,  tp  bear  the 
charges*  rfcr  tamwe  it  iws ,  thought  that  few  or  none 
were  left  -of  nine  *uneee  fine,  eight  ounces  were 
naught,  and  six  ounces  were  two  ways  devised,  one 
without  any  craft,  the  other  was  not  fully  six,  of 
which  kind  was  not  a  few."5        „ 

r  This  very  obscure  passage  is, tfiiwe^plai«ed  by 
Mn  Folkes :  "  It  seems  to  have  been  agreed,  that 
the  new  pieces  should  be  minted  <  of  Silver  ten 
ounces  in  the  .pound  weight  fine,  whjch  it  .was 
thought' might  then  he  dppe  without  any  further 
great  loss,  as  the  Testons  were  already  nedueed  to 
the  "value  of  six  Pennies  eaeh.     For  it  was  judged 

half  the  weight,  though  it  was  as  fine  again.  Now  as  the  Shil-1 
lings  of  four  ounces  fine  were  by  the  Table  of  the  weight  of  190 
grains  each;  the  others  of  nine  ounces  fine  and  eight  ounces  fine, 
and  which  were  of  the  same  value,  must  have  weighed  53  grains 
and  one  third,  and  60  grains  respectively.  If  therefore  among 
the  Shillings  of  the  first  five  years  of  his  reign,  -sueh  should 
really  be  found  as  agree  sufficiently  with  these  weights,  we  may 
reasonably  conclude  that  they  are  of  the  standards  above-roen- 
tionted,  and*  some  of  the  pieces  alluded  to  above.**  {Table  of 
Silver  Coin*,  p.  29,  note  *.] 
*  King's  Journal,  p.  91.     •  v 
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that  a  pound  w«gbt  of  Teutons  list  ounces  in  the 
pound  Arte,  added  to  another  fomA  weight  of  those 
f6&t  ounces fine,  would  together  furnilh  a  pound  of 
Bullion  ten  ounces  fine  t  And  again,  that  1*  pound 
wagfat  of  the  Testons  of  eight  ounces  fine,  >togettat 
with  two  ninth  parts  of  a  pound  Weight  of  those  <rf 
nine  ounces  fine,  arid  ivhich  w«*6  fetter  in  numbe* 
than  the  others,  would,  in  fiktf  rftanner,  without  fq»i> 
ther  loss,  furnish  a  pound  of  Bullion  also  ten  otttifte* 
flfte.  But  it  was  further  intended, '  that  the  net* 
Pennies,  Halfpennies,  and  Farthings,  should  still  to 
coined  of  Silver  only  four  ounces  in  the  pound  fine; 
and  that  asr  it  was  apprehended  them  Would  arise 
frorft  .thence  a  considerable  profit  to  therKing,  that 
profit  would  serve  to' pay  "the  extraordinary  ohargfe* 
of  this  re-coinage,  and  to  make  good  the  kiss  that 
might  arise  from  the  want  of  &  sufficient  number*  of 
the  Testons  of  nine'  ounces  'fine,*  as  also  the  laii 
upon  such  of  the  Coins,  particularly  tipoa  maniy  of 
those  of  six  dunces  fine,  as  were  supposed  to  bawe 
been  realty  intiAe  baser  than  thei  r  appointed  *  standi 
a*ds.^  '  TWs,  he  says?  he  taktes.  to  be  the  twee 
meaning  of  the  passage ;  but  td  hi*  1expfatt*tiait 
there  seem  to  be  several  objections.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  in  what  manner  the  uniting  of  one  pound 
of  Silver  of  six  ounces  fine,  with  another  pojxnd  p£ 
four  ounces  fine,  can  produce  a  compound  of  ten 
ounces  fine;  by  whteh  is  meant- ten  oumterof 'fihfc5 
Silver  and  two  of  allay.  The  compound  Vould  fti' 
fact  consist  of  ten  ounces  of  fine  Silver  and^PWrfeen 
ounces  of  allay ;  or  would,  in  other  wqj$(#,  {^  Sily.ec 

t  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  p.  3§^>  ^yi,  •  *  ■ , 
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of  fii»  outjq^fitt&JKriy*  •! a  Jttc*  wimmtr*  a  pound 
o£  etgto  oi**«yfin*y  and  tmo  Jointb  pttts  of  a  pound 
of >Dioeourtte*»ifiBe,  (wppoamg  *uefora«|>roportiofi 
ttasald  h«t^b^ni»tettd#d,)^JWOuid  not  gwe^tom- 
pound  of  nine  ounces  fine,  but  of  a  quality  considef- 
jblyjnferio^  ;1  have,  however,  ,giyep  Mr.  Fpjkes's 
explanation,  because  I  am  my^fr  finable  .to  affix 
titapi  piiretM'i49ttnwgr'tooith)»  passage  in  the  Jiiogs 
Jotrmak  Tbfe^eteraiktefcwi  appears  never  to  hive 
been  acted  upon,;  for,  by  the  ftidetrtilre  of  the  fcl- 
WiflS  JWir»  &&  SUvef  "C<4pft  were  restored  almost 
to l^^wily^f ^^ntM»t #t^p4ard.  -  ***/•  e**n-, 
*--  On  *W*£tk  of  'September  o.#r^arnation  ^fc«  %*t 
forth  touching  the  prices  of  cattle,  and  various  other 
articles  pf  provision,  which  ^  King  ^y*,^  were 

afl^*#««NWid^'Pril^^  IWly  *9vg^£h*ap<As 
vfaeathfrOm  *v*a  at  the fpenfc«tertr <b«^^thi» a 
fifth  part  of  4t,  or  theteabotite*'  «  "--'    ^  -w 

And.  oh  the  13th  of  the  sathe  month*  another 
^rqclaipatiQa  forbade  tbe  melting  dawn.of.the.Niner 
flMQ^Xttten^  ^adttbe  Si*rpeiM>^  (^4wich?thad  ten 
mask  yraetmed  for  «ain,)  upon  pain  to  inwr  ttte 
penalty  of  the  laws  \   -  .       - 

*  King's  Journal,  p.  31.  fa  equity  the  prices  should  have 
tieefi  raised  6h6  third  to  have  been  equal  to  the  depreciation  of 
tneMdneV.^^  ■•"  '  <'3-  '  '  •  —  ':  *  ^  T"  * 
.  x  Id.  ibid.  <>n  this  Proclaniation  Mr .  Folkes  Observes,  'Mhat 
tt  the  common  ^Teston  was  already  called  down  to  sfkr  Peanies, 
this  ninepenny  Teston  must  have  been  of  a  different  sort ;  and 
may  be  concluded  to  have  been  that  of  the  36th  of  Henry  VIII. 
which  being  of  fee  goodness  of  srx  Dunces  fine/  and  of  the  same 
weight  as  the  Testdn  of  four  ouncesDneV  v^aFcbase^quefitly  Worth 
nine  pennies  when  the  other  was  reduced  to  sit.  The  sixpenny 
piece,  also  here  mentioned,  was  possibly  the  side  faced 'Groat  of 
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The?  i^foftwrttoB>of  tke  Ctooago  h^gfttUc  tfcithb 
tWDG$  to  he  fltC*n<kd  to  w  tb  ^^deiri^diii^OQCu 
Af^HfHogljr^on  thfi.igtb^of  thifnou^h,  otKe  J^td 
Imwfier^  the  LoraUGtea^ Afaalf ft  *ncfe  vfae  Matter 

;so.*         •    *    i  o  t  >o  ?«'t:    **iip  ?^ro  'L-^  -?//<::  J.e  tv  aegf 
the  18th  of  Henry  VIII.  and  which  being  of  old  standard  Silver, 

and  of  the  weight  of  4^  grains,'  was  very  nearly  of  the  same  vanfe 

»tfe!astr<^cedfTest6n.       *l*   k   ***"''*•*        -"*.»iw*d 

'  ^Btttdievev  stfjrc  be*  thrift*  i  difllcultyyrtth  regard  to  thej  pftfttt 

tbatcojild  te^<,by  tyjs  |Q^|^^wr^(th48e)plece&^l%^ 

they  were*  in  pro^tjoi|  torf^  SPramo^  Te^ton^,  ^f  93  grea^r 

value  tKan  wliat  thev  are"  here  supposed  to  have  run  for,  no 

profit  coi)?d  arise  from  s\ictf  I  Misdemeanor.'  Ulte  tfirffiole 

Groats  were,  in  propo^i&i'fo'flife's^^^ 

mere**)**  five  &BbkKeiKA^9Q^l^r^(^%allo9re4  to  pn*  for 

sixpenryes,  went  abpv^the^v^^  ,Jhe  ok}  ^r^a^iflc^^ 

were  joined  from  the  4th  year  of  Edward  IV*.  to  the  18th  of 

rletiry  Vflf/if  they~hacf  also  course  for  six5  Pennies,  mignT  pos- 

eSbtym meftetf  *r«ft  g0mg  aflvsrotage*:  lot' MglMg'te  gHftfc 

*aj?fc:  these  acfcojjgatfaati  ^that^w^e/gndiirrfeiii^/afl^^oiaHar 

their  full  weight,  were  w^{>^d#>uUUree  Farthi^  ,^e  Jba£ 

*  Mr^mi^7?:q*?l'&  ^1  ^^  ***#  tpftjiinj^  th^^ere 
now  very  few  of  the  older  ana  Better  Coins  stirring  in  business.: 
for  art  tfiatco^  ^  come  ^  had  already  Wn  coined  Bo^Pfor 
pttffit  fctolthfcttfeer  sprtltt  ^aM  these feWitha#t^^ie#p#*^ 
©nV  ««te  McMb  Jb$n  rpre«rved>  agd  kept  up  faf  tfee  priml* 
hoards  of  careful  timorous  people,  wh&p^tfhe  £o*f}  9^<fi^| 
debased.  I  should  therefore  think  upon  the  whole,  that  either 
this  Procjamaijtyn  was  grounded  upon  some  mistake^  *jjppjfl$n- 
aion  of  thef  fact^  to  which,  it  relates  >  or  that*  those  feet*  were* 
really  such  as  bad  been  committed  before  the  base  Afotyej^w^s 
reduced  |,a^d  w|£l?t  tfte^xortytant,  prj^set^ffon^ve^i  and 
the  general  confusion  itithe  Coin,  migty  ^tfypwyffit*4>i$Q%£ 
siderable  gain  from  such  eviji  practices.  [TaU^of^ly^Qoins, 
p.  40.]  I  suspect,  that  the  King  was  inaccurate  in  hi$rftajte- 
ment;  and  that  the  profit  arose  from  some  of  $he  ha#  Jf^i*)* 
beipg  finer  than  they  wer^^tim^ed  tpjbe,  .wtycfr  tbflsg  necsoas 
had  discovered,  and  which  the  Government  afterwards  found  to 
be  so,  as  appear*  from  the  Kingk  Journal,  p.£l.,     ,. 
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of  die  Hefte*  wete^  directed  to  meet  at  Londoto,  for 
the  dudering  oftheCbin,  &c*    • 

*  And)  qn  thte  20th,  "the  Lords  at  Lomten  having 
tried  all  kinds  of  stamping,  both  of  the  fineness  of 
9t  8,  6,  4,  and  3,  proved  that,  without  any  low  but 
tufierable,  the-  Coin  might  be  brought  to.  eleven 
ounces  fine.  For  whereas  it  was  thought  before  that 
the  Tefttottra  was^through  ill  officers  and  ministers, 
corrupted,  it  was  tried,  that  it  had  the  valuation  just 
by  eight  sundry  kinds  of  melting,  and  ^.400  of 
steriiqg  Money,  a  Testourn  being  but  six  Pence, 
made  4&400  eleven  ounces  fine  of  Money  *teF- 
ling."« 

"  Whereupon,  on  the  22df  they  reported  the 
same,-  and  then  it  was  concluded  that  the  Testourn 
should,  be  eleven  ounces  £&e,<  the  proportion  of  the 
Fences  according  to  the  Gold  ;  so  that  fire  Shillings 
of  Silver  should  be  worth  fiye  of  GokL"  a 

Qn  the  24th  is  the  following  entry  in  hi*.  Ma- 
jesty's Journal;  "Agreed  that  the  stamp  .of  the 
Shilling  and  Sixpence  should  be  on  one  aide  a  King 
painted  to  the  shoulders  in  parliament  robes,  with 
a  chain  of  the  order.  Fiye  Shillings,  of  Silver,  and 
half  five  Shillings,  should  be  a  King  on  horseback, 
armed  with  a  naked  sword  hard  to  his  breast.  Also 
that  Yorts  Mhit,  and  Throginortoitfs  irf  the5  Tower, 
should  go  and  work  the  fine  standard.  In  the  city 
of  York  and  Canterbury  shoulcl  the  small  Money  be 
wrought  of  a  baser  state.  Officers ,  for  the  same 
were  appointed.  ^       .    ^     r 

The  commission  fof  the  making  of  Fitfe -Shillings, 

y  King's  Journal,  p.  3  h      *  Id.  ibid,     a  Idem.  p.  39,    b  Id.  Ibid. 
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Half  Five  Shillings  Groat**;  arid  Sixpences,  eleven 
ounces  fine,  and  Pence,  <with-  Hhrtf1  Pence  and  Far- 
things,  four  ounces  fitiej  was  followed  And-  rfgned, 
on  the  1st  of  October  following*. 

This  Commission  is  not  known  to  exist,  but  it 
was  probably  for  the  appointment  of  the  same  per- 
sons as  acted  ufttler  an  instrument  of  that  kind  in 
the  year- 1550.  Stow  has  recorded  the  ProcUma^ 
tion  for  the  currency  of  these  Coins  upon  the  30tb 
of  October.  He  calls  theiti  new  Coin*  both  6f  Sil- 
ver and  Gold,  that  is,  Sovereigns  of  thirty  Shillings; 
Angels  of  ten  Shillings  a  piece  of  Silver  ef  five  Shil- 
lings sterling,  the  second  piece  of  two  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  sterling,  the  third  piece  a  Stalling  of 
twelve  Fences  sterling,  the  fourth  piece  of  si  it  Pence 
sterling.  Of  smaller  Monty,  a  Penny  of  the  double 
rose,  nttotetfirtg  but  base,  arid  Half  Perniy  of  the  sin- 
gle rose,  the  third  pifcfce  a  Farthi  tig  with  a  port  close  K 

Previously  to  this,  on  the  13th  o£  the  month, 
there  appears  in  the  King's  Journal  an  entrj?  of  thfc 
signing  of  a  Proclamation  touching  the  e&Hing  m  df 
Testourns  and  Grouts,  that  they  who  Mated  might; 
come  to  the  Mint  arid  have  fine-  Silvef  of  twelve 
Pence  for  ttfo  Testourns f. 

c  Thfie  wore- now  00  fourpqnny  pi*eea  coined^  thj»  wgid  w*. 
therefore  wrote  for  Shillings,  or  meant  such  pieces,  as  in  Stow, 
"  a  Groat  which  was  in  value  19<i."  anno  1504.  [FolkeVs  Table 
of  Silver  Coins,  page  43,  note  *  ]  «1  King's  Journal,  p.  32. 

e  Stow's  Chronicle  under  the  year  15&J.  The  pieces  of  five 
Shillings,  of  two  Shillings  add  Sixpence,  and  o£$ixpe*9ues,  w«re 
*|ow  firajt  jmacbs  content. 

f  King's  tlournal>  p.  33.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  that 
is  on  the  30th  of  November,  1551,  Francis  Digby,  Gentleman, 
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If  the  KingY  statement  be  correct,  that  the  Coin- 
age of  Silver  abbwtoientidoed  wgs  otfly  eleven  ounces 
fine,  then  it  should  seem  tbat  the  foitewing  Inden- 
ture was  not  executed  until  the  y&r  155^  <*»  it  is 
not  probable  that  a  Commission  for  a  Coinage  of  one 
,  standard,  and  an  indartture  for  another  of  different 
fineness,  should  both  have  been  issued  in  the  same 
yefuv  Lowndes,"  who  has  preserved  the  latter,  give* 
only  the  date  of  his.  sitth  year,  which  includes  the 
space  from.  January  28,  1551-2,  to  the  same  day  m 

155*  By  that.  Indenture  a  pound  Weight  of 
Gold,  of  the  old  standard,  was  coiped  into  thirty-six 
Pounds  by  tsile^  to  frit,  twenty-four  Sovereignsat 
thirty  Shillings  a  piece>  seventy-two  Angels  at  ten 
Shilling*  each,  or  Half  Angels  in  ptoportion*. 

A  pound  weight  of  crown  Gold  of  twenty ^twoi 
carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay,  was  coined  into 
thirty-three  pounds  by  tale,  viz.  thirty-three  Sove- 
reigns at  twenty  Shillings  a  piece,  or  one  hundred 
and  thitfjH^p  Croyvfts,  with  their  respective  halves, 
in  proportion. 

A  pound  weight  of.  Silver  consisting  of  eleven; 
ounces  one  pennyweight  fine,  and  nineteen  penny*, 
weights  allay,  was  coined  into  three  Pounds  by  tale, 
viz.  twelve  Crowns,  or  twenty-four  Half  Growns,  or 

of  Oarroden,  in  the  County  df  Leieester,  had  a  free  pardon  for 
the  counterfeiting  of  Shillings  and  Groats,  made  of  Copper  and 
Tin,  and  of  Rialls  and  Crowns,  resembling  the  King's  Money, 
and  for  issuing  the  same.  [Pat.  5  £.  VL  part  3.  m.  3.  Rymer, 
vol.  XV.  p.  292.]  Dighy  is  described  as  of  Bristol  as  well  as  of 
Garroden. .  Qn }  whether  he.  hod  any  connection  with  Sharring- 
ton  in  the  frauds  which  he  practised  upon  the  Mint  at  Bristol.    ~ 
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sixty  Shillings,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  Sit- 
pences,  or  tw6  Iw»4red  Ajld  for ty  Threepences,  or 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  Pence,  $r  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  Helfpenee,  er  two  thousand 
e^ht  hundred  and  eighty  rarthingafi. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Mint  Master  of  York  (di- 
rected  to  the  Dofce  of  Northumberland,  the  Lord 
Marquis  of  Winchester,  and  ethers  of  his  Majesty's 
Most  Honourable  Privy  Cau^idtl)  touchiag  a  direc- 
tion to  %t*y  further  Bering  of  the  small  base  Monies, 
coined  in  that  Mint,  it  appears,  that  they  bad  re- 
ceived letters,  dated  March  26  and  29,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  iirst  of  them,  had  stayed  the 
base  standard  of  all: small  Monies;  and  in  compli- 
ance with  the  second,  would  do  their bfumden  du- 
ties for  the  punislunent  of  sueh  ofibnders  as  they  had 
mentioned  in  their  letters  to  the  Privy  Council.  It 
seems  that  they  had  coined  only  eight  Pounds  of 
such  Monies,  the  whole  of  which  was  at  that  time 
almost  dispatched  to  the  subjects  according  to  their 
Indentured 

The  above-mentioned  orders,  respecting  tb^  base 
small  Coins,  it  is  probable  mete  occasiop^d  fey  a  re- 
solution of  the  Council  to  proceed  immediately  upon 
the  improvement  of  die  Mbtoey,  which  was  carried 
into  execution  by  die  last  f ^feature.  As  it  was 
provided  therein,  that  small  Money  of  good  Silver 

*  *  .  *  *  '  X. 

%  Lowndes,  p.  47.  %  this  Indenture  standard  Gold  was  to 
standard  Silver  as  12  to  1>  and  Crown  Gold  as  1 1  to  1.  Three- 
pences were  now  first  coined. 

fc  Harl.  MSS.  38.  foHo  249.  This  letter  bears  date  on  the  9th 
of  April  1552,  and  is  signed  by  George  Gale,  John  Winde,  and 
Richard  Lee. 

yOL.  ir.  11 
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8hoal4  fecoji^d,  ^JjefiE^^pcgsqfljj^sjOtffliijr 
proceedings^  Ifoder  the  .  Commission  l(^iqh  ,i#t^o- 
ri^SS^iBfcrricrtte!p.4llIW-DMl»sb»iol!)d»v- 

*448fco^AB5b«SISri**M«».'rl«  1M     »nl) 

month,  it  should  seem  that  interest  of  Money  had  ' 
been  fqr  gome  time, at  fourteen  percent,*,  ctfaal 

Ou  tlie,  1 8th  u£  that  mooth  it  was  aujaqinted  that 
Money  should  be.  cried  down  in  Ireland,  after  a  nay, 
which,  was  of  JVlqqej/at-^JdsuRiioer  next...-  ,In-the 
'  uiean.Beason.  the.  thing  to,  be.kept. secret  and  .close. 
A^so^hjit  j'irry,  the  Mint  Master,  taking  with,  him 
Mr.  JsrabajSoQ,  chief  Treasurer  of  the  realm,  should 
go  to  fhe  IVJines^and,  see  what  profit  might  be  taken 
of  thtyQre  the  Alniains  had  digged  in  a.  Mine  of 
Silver,  and  if^it  would  o^uit  .cost,  pr,  inojre^  ,f§j£o 
forward  withal,  if  not9  to  leave  off,  and  discharge  all.. 
theAlmams'.  '  .q  bobwod  bne 

According  to  an  entr^h%^JS|«^.oIJg«I, 
it  appears  .that  the  Mj^^a|^r8,W  g^cf^  $ajj 
had  a  doing  in  the  Minfe^to  ha^^t^p^ 
ments  no  olherw.se  than  fen^r^ne^a^^ 
Under   tU~    ,XL    ~*    r""       J 


May  above j  that  there  should  be  a  pay  t 
.  to  Ir,e|a»d,  of  j£.$eoo, , and.  then  She  Moeey.to  be 
cried  down,  ki  ws*  'operated*  4foaY^30b'tfcight 
which"  1  had  'ft*1  i!he  'fbwef,  should  fie  carrierr'thi- 
ther,  and 'coined  at  three  Denar.  fine,  and  thaj  in- 
continent the  Coin  should  be  cried  dowo-r*        ..    ■ 

'  Page  «.  k  Id. 

t  King's  Journal,  p.  47.  m  Id.  p.  50.  »  Id.  p.  51, 
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s  If  Wi-Mii«tf  ffia%3rti!lto  in'Tlli  three  Denir. 
tfia'»ajdi1'C6iiTa^'fflatflteljlriii(Jre1'Uij|}:iHa,any. 
ever  before  devised,  Tffifef  alWMMfntof  BunaVed 
anS-forty  ftlttSrdl^K'MSe  JSOTBibM  SKistf&atuig 

flril'fflffl«!?18f'Slft#  Bj"tlte  t53affl'fce!|htj  being 
fine.  Butwhiif«^fea]?nlviteffl,^fe'ha*ays-it 
the  Coins,  the  mode  of  conducting 'fll'e'tran&action 
was  highly  disgraceful.     ' '   |V1:J*'  "'"'•»"*  "  «dIf*' 

in  this  yeara  Stahite'^ds'mdde^Whicfi'^dKibitfea 
the  exchange  6fcMft^cOoltf,i:  d6,i4$Iffi'fee.,,uor 
■Money,  for  nSbre^fnr  itat'orfeni  valued  pii'o*f 
forfeiture  bf  *he  WHfJIeafe!iifheiMafi&}/soi:e^Ka'ngeir; 
arid  bfW'tfftoie'y'ear'SF  im^l^nrBent^a^fifte'a't 
the  King'* plea^ur^o^^oirl'Me^e-i^rli.a'Way^r'; 
llmSta<ute,wak'Wade?Wrl'tn<!  pu^W'oYeWoiring 
an  act  orthe  25lln'  of  EdWartf  III.  Statute  |;!thap^ 
ter  l^rarid  Was  necessary  becausV  the  goodMoney 
which  was  coined  under'  the  Indenture  of  tnisyear, 
was  bbtrgh't'up  with  oltMjad  Money  at  a'prerhiuih, 
and  hoarded  p. 

WaL^f^&t^VKi^'^as'Ma^'teyear, 


I  ysq  I 

>9  Slanae(5tfiid*E.-VI.ithApjl9.oa*o  ^atiitt  ii**&ppl*ing 
tat^fft^fKolHtU &m«Um&&m  rjie  (Wmrllieir.oin- 

to  patfi  tftrtliSilat  act  to  prevent  tHal  practice  id  the  51st  year 

of  Cieorge  ftl.BHSIpifcfeWr  **  bh,od8  mo  *  ^  ,nM™  ' 

F  Leake,  p.  915.  1  Stat.  5  anil  6  E.  VI.  cj»p«  jto 
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ve^,»^ch[<«irte>  on»  Hund»e4  and  §fty  pouitds 

sterling r.  .  ^t\^i^ 

^A^m^'Mtori^t^lgtM^^mti  upft  tbtrlAth 

two  Proclamations  ••  .  .  "     * ••>     '- 

In  i  DisoMtM/' dfaftrh  4bjf  tyottoi&mg  btoiself, 
c^tit^gufcei  f*foi^  <Majetty 

states,  wton{pt«4hefith^^/it^ 
of  <bri/marohwtt*/wbl)  instead;  ofradwastariiag  to 
bsidg  i i»  foreign • cNBtBodfties, fcitafed  SfjroiK,  and 
dtaqpjedbneaatbange  ofsjiohef,  tftdrtfafttkatioely 
c^^eycrtiBuUido^afltttofitfatt'n^tn^ '^  »l  '•*« 
1 1983^  Tb«e  practices  occasioned  a  Statute  to  be 
rosdd,  iff  hi*  aeve&ikyea?,  b$/ which  the  Act  of  the 
l^^Kdwa^dcIIT^ohapteril^  twichirig  the  -famis- 
portsa$*f  Gold  mid  Silver,  was  continued^  twenty 
years  u.  The  severe  provisions  of  this  Statute  ^wete 
after  wtirds  tnodified  by1  a  Proclamatm,>dttsd^ti|>on 
ttaa* 8Ahbf  Juaeiiirtbt  jame/yia*,  febid*  dictated 
dHumei*faafrto  and  other*,  la*fell^paaring  beyond 
the-9*ttrf,  to  scarry wUfc  thorn,  *wr  dieir/feteowWe 
bftfts  and'  expenan/  theaurnof  fotrr  pburids  ofan y 
Money  current  within  the  realm,  or  atiyTtogsror 
^^tlr*f Ckrichor  Silver  upon  their  fingers,  tte  'said 

6nl  KtogWeurttal,  p,  53*  Thojfe  fe  a  mttt^^n  tie Lqua$$v 
o(,gaia  whicb^fty  Pounds  weight  of  Gold  Vfoujd  f^ke..  Instead 
of^l5o/iUhouldbea£l500.  *      '        "     " 

s  King's  Journal,  p.  61. 

t  Burnet's  Hist,  of  Reformation,  vol.  II,    Records,  p.  66. 

u  Stat.  7  E.  VI.  chap.  6. 


00,  any  -  Qtbeip  tot  tfet^  oo»tmryi;Bcitwith- 
standing*.  .  «t     .': 

at  A4  strife  t^c^tlrlfedfcoY*  t*  u)&ki*>4*my. 

ah***  what  wM  appoiiteA  l^tbdUogfe  Bmtatf*; 

tion,  ,was  rejected  *.  ,» RnoiJucnfiiooiS  ^^  , ' 

ibiAa  {ptaifaM*'of(*ii  Act  J*fH^*jgi*i>t*t>f  a  sub- 
sidy^ *ttd  Mo  Ftftetaffas  ^d  J#irthfr  tor^^c^^by 
the  tw^niity^  ^  jrear, 

various  catasodbwere  assigned  ofo^htjwartt  ictfrMoiiey, 
and*  amaggrt  tri»j«bt^ht>^grart^lc^^iAighsh»A 
been  jaiitekigdhfy  thp>  J&tajg,  W  M£rredttCftn$*apai* 
of  his  Coin  fn)itin5i£«ptibltelwaettw^fj*tet^^»e 
standard,  by  thfe  iiibtefecfaiadMigtstf slmkf  th  ftigreat 
prirtef^glhi  in'-fafe^lV^^^^^^-^^vf^ivTOrtbrfto 

crfnwkieteCoinrlf^^twft  bfrliriltrahDttFj tediwe  to 
IHe^fsrcrttts/a^ir  fe  *aoiafvo  or  oiw**  cjHT     .L'  ?,u/i> 

AbctoJ*be  agntftMnfttfieFKufe^ 
tbenCotitibitotf  Jhri?nd^£«)art»aade^)b^rP^feba^ 
tim*  ^afrrAhcq  hiti^^od^d^hhbrbadts»  much 
bttw-^ky>r «bon«W  4»id  J  cady  ♦  f<*r  two  Pesce  in 
vakfe>  gferhidb  arnidtfoediivefljrfjniMh  ^thfc/good.of 

th&pMpl&fg      «-*      nM?<r»     *ih    rrHjr^   tnflino  v^>W" 

The  hopes,  howfever^Hwhid^"  tbe^Jreil-^u^ged 
Acts  had  raised  were  soon  disappointed,  for  the 
King,  dted  *ipon  the  €tkvdf  Jul}r  inr<his'  ywr^and 
feft  the  f?e4t  wctffe/  tohieh  he  half  almost  accents 

*  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

y  Pari.  Hist.  III.  267.  *  Statute  7  E.  VI.  chap  'H. 

*  Simon,  page  35. 
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pi  i shed,  incomplete.  We  shall  see,  hereafter,  in 
what  manner  4  it  Wa|  broushvYo  a  conclusion  by 
Queen  Elizabeth,  tMvhoin  the  chief  merit  has  been 
unjustly  ascribe^  fw  she,  9pjy,  stalked  in  the  steps 
of  her  royal  brother,! whose  perseverance  had  nearly 
giii  mounted  the >ihi^f  difficulties  which  opposed  the 
arduous  undertaking. 

.  -  There  is  in  the  Mint  the  copy  of  an  Indenture 
dated  on  the  1 1th  of  June  7th  Edward  VI.  for 
making  small  base  Monies  only  three  ounces  fine. 
As  this  date  is  so  near  to  the  time  of  his  death,  it  is 
probable  that  the  Indenture  was  never  executed,  or 
at  least  that  the  conditions  of  it  never  were  complied 
with.  Coins  of  that  standard  were,  however,  struck 
in  the  next  reign  b. 
On  his  Silver  Cojqs  jhe  j&  styled  edwardus  vi. 

DEI  GRATIA   ANGLIE    ET   FRANCIE   ET   HIBERME  REX. 

In  addition  to  the  mottos  on  the  Reverse  of  his 
Father's  Coins  will  be  found,  timor  domini  fons 
vite,  and  inimicos  ejus  induam  confusion e. 

His  Gold  Coins  bear  the  same  style,  but  have 
either  on  the  Obverse  or  Reverse,  jesus  autem 

TRANS1ENS  PER  MEDIUM  ILLORUM  IB  AT,  or  SCUTUM 
FIDEI  PROTEGET  EUM,  Or  PER  CRUCEM  TUAM  SALVA 
NOS  CHRISTE  REDEMPTOR,  or  LUCERNA  PEDIBUS 
MEIS  VERBUM  TUUM  c. 

Some  remarks  upon  the  types  will  be  found  in 
the  Explanation  of  the  Plates.  His  style  on  the 
Great  Seal  was  the  same  as  that  upon  the  last  of 
flfenry  VIII. 

b  Folkes,  p.  48,  note  *.  * 

c  Sndling's  Gold  Coin/page  16,  arid  plate  III,  No  8. 
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His  Mints  were  at  — 

h     -"-i     • '»•*  '  "     -«       u»,i/       ♦ '  >teKnico">  «      .h**n>i«-, 

civitas  bristolie     Bristol. 

cantor      f  Canterbury  r. 

>  i£c^  hisM"  y>r.fi*r  >!4*©TOi|0Mof4vvLwttett'j  i/woi  isri  t« 

.    ».-c.       *vt*    »      0 

i«-:*'»bi  I   nt:  to    /qo,»  9>fo  ticil/   9fi*  ni  ?    oisif 

•,u     1/     ifi;vuM  rliT   9#*ul  1o   flu  I     >fb   no  b-jtes, 

^r  ^  iflinuo  :/*    ii  ylno    -9tnol/l  ^£(^   Hi  *ng  ^  lr^sir.; 

-  :*;  .cHssh  «(H  to  ->ani  grfi  oJ  7<»)a  og  8r  jJefr  «ifb  ?-• 

•oiirma    :>vt«    p;;^  9iut'U»biil  <*di  .*  :dJ  afd*:dom 

^»  i<    WO  3l-v/r     T/  Tf  ti   io  gnOilfbflO*  fitffo  tfill*  J'.»>9i  J, 

i  */">!<»  ,<:>':;    o«i  .c  «**'  Imbtn  ■  •*  iBiii  to  anio J      ri)i*< 

•  ngi9i  iX3ti  Jiii  jrr 

-  to  ct-"?'#^  >r»  9i<.    '*o     >jj<  m  3fii  oJ  notfibbfi  m 

^-o-w^Q'J  »^ija  't  r  iss   .    .hmiw  bnB  ,3TI^ 
***  i   Jud  7i*J-/J-  ^land     di   i£9d   smo  )  Hox)  2iH 
^i3i    a  K.v.3i    ttvsuR    to      219 /dU  ad  J    ao   19dtJtS 

,  v  i  jt  f#s  ja^av  eiate 

*m  imdoI    «o  ii*/    <s:>qv/     ..^1    *oqjj  ^ifimsi  9rao8 
^ij  t  o  c»j  ?u  ^8..?  I      ?^jl  I    *(ti  *       ortefisiqxdl  9d:v 

*      r2£i     *H.t   IV  7L«    Jfc.M    ^B     ?w  1,<    ^«U    srfiW   JJB98  Jfi9lO 

,  '•  ?V   7109K 

Printed  by  Nickob,  Son,  and  Ue,iOrfv,«^   q    ^illof  c 
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i  Carta  Regis  de  falsariis  monete. 


*~ 


A. D. TTENRICUS,  Rex  Anglorum,  Samsoni  episcopo  &  Ursoni 

An.  —  Hen.  I.    JJ.  (je  Albetot,  &  omnibus  baronibus  Francis  et  Anglis  de 

k~p~k        Wirecestrescira,  salutem. 

S  ac  Westm  Sciatis  quod  volo  &  precipio  ut  omnes  burgenses  &  omnes 

CaCj63  d  illi  qui  in  burgis  morantur,  tam  Franci  quam  Angli,  jurent 

—      tenere  &  servare  monetam  meam  in  Angli&,  ut  non  con- 

sentiant  falsitatem  monete  mee. 

Et  si  quis  cum  falso  denario  inventus  fuerit,  si  warant'  inde  revocaverit, 

ad  eum  ducatur :  et  si  ilium  inde  comprobare  poterit,  fiat  justicia  mea  de 

ipso  warant*.     Si  vero  non  poterit  ilium  probare  de  ipso  falsonario,  fiat 

iusticia  mea  :  scil'  de  dextro  pugno  &  testiculis.  sT~autem  nullum 
waranf  inde  revocaverit,  portet  inde  judicium,  se  nescire  nommare  vel 
cognoscere  aliquem  a  quo  acceperit.  m  mm 

Preterea  defendo  ne  aliquis  monetanus  denanos  mutet,  nisi  in  comitatu 
suo,  &  hoc  coram  duobus  legitimis  testibus  de  ipso  comitatu.  Et  si  in 
alio  comitatu  mutando  denarios  captus  fuerit,  sic  captus  sit,  ut  falsionanus. 
Et  nullus  sit  ausus  cambire  denarios,  nisi  monetanus. 

Teste  WAV  CancelV  &  Rob*  comite  de  MelV  &  R.fiV  UamoiC  &  R.  de 
Reivers.    Apud  Westm'  in  natale  Domini.  ^  __ 


Forgyngs  and  countrefeytyng  of  gold  and  silver  of 
other  londes  suffred  to  renne  in  this  Reame  is  made 
Treason. 

ITEM,  For  as  mbche  as  by  the  Kyngis  sufferaunce 
dy  verse  coigne  of  Golde  and  Silver,  whiche  be  not  of 
the  Kyngis  proper  coigne  of  Ehglonde,  be  currante  in 
payment  wythin  this  Reame,  dyvers  and  many  evyll  dis- 
posed persones,  perceyvyng  that  the  forgyng  and  coun- 
trefetyng  of  suche  Coignes  is  nether  felonye  nor  Treason, 
presume  and  take  upon  theym  for  their  availe  and 
profyte  to  countrefeyt  and. forge  such  coynes;  to  the 
grete  hurte  and  prejudice  aswell  of  the  Kyng  our  So- 
wreyne  Lorde  as  to  the  hurte  of  all  the  Kyngis  Sub- 
gettes;  It  is  therfore  ofdeyned  and  stablished  by  auc- 
torite  of  the  said  Parliament,  that  the  countrefeytyng  and 
forgyng  qf  every  suche  Goyne  be  adjuged  Treison,  as 
it  is  of  the  countrefeytyng  of  ;the  prober  coygne  of  the 
Kyng  of  this  Reame.  '  '  ' 


* 


4 


t> 


DEC  3  1  19*0 


t 


/ 


A 


4 

■ 


